
Over the past two years, 
GM3 has partnered with 
Symbio Wildlife Park to 
create a first-of-its-kind 
educational app de-
signed for children aged 
5–12. The app helps chil-
dren learn about local 
wildlife — where animals 
live, what they eat, and 
how to spot them in their 
natural environment. 
Think Pokémon Go, but for 
Australian wildlife!

Mount Kembla Public 
School has played an 
important role in shap-
ing the app from the very 
beginning. Students there 
have been testing it in 
class, and their feedback 
has directly influenced its 
design and functionality.

When officially launched, the app will 
come with ready-to-use teacher re-
sources and lesson plans, with many 
local primary schools — including 
Mount Kembla Public receiving free ac-
cess.
The app will be available for download 
soon. Once monetised, 100% of prof-
its will go to the Symbio Conservation 
Foundation’s not-for-profit fund, sup-
porting wildlife conservation and re-
search across our region and beyond.

Dendrobium Mine
Community News

Dendrobium Blue set sights on 
Australian Mines Rescue Title

Pokémon Go Meets the Aussie Bush: New App 
Brings Wildlife to Kids’ Fingertips
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The Dendrobium Mines Rescue team 
is gearing up to represent our region 
on the national stage, having earned 
a spot in the Australian Mine Rescue 
Competition to be held on 23 October 
in Queensland’s Bowen Basin.

Seven highly skilled team members 
from Dendrobium Mine have been 
training for months, preparing to com-
pete against some of the best mines 
rescue teams in the country. This year’s 
competition brings together four teams 
from NSW - Dendrobium (Southern), 
Springvale (Western), Wambo (Hunter 
Valley) and Newcastle Composite - 
alongside four teams from Queensland 
- Carborough Downs, Moranbah North, 
Kestrel and Grosvenor.

The competition will test teams with 
challenging simulated emergency 
scenarios - covering a broad range of 
skills, including underground search 
and rescue, firefighting, trauma first 
aid, theory, and individual practical ex-
ercises.

Beyond the trophies, these challenges 
play a vital role in identifying training 
needs, refining emergency response, 
and strengthening overall safety 
across the mining industry.

For Dendrobium, it’s also about pride 
and teamwork. Earlier this year, Den-
drobium Blue Captain Rob was award-
ed Best Captain at the Southern Mines 
Rescue Competition, where Dendro-
bium were also named overall winners. 

Now, the team has its sights set on a 
bigger goal: winning the Australian 
competition and working toward com-
peting in the International Mines Res-
cue Competition in Zambia in 2026.

We wish Dendrobium Blue the very 
best of luck as they step up to repre-
sent both GM3 Dendrobium and the Il-
lawarra on the national stage.

Calling for Volunteers! Are you new to the area, 
or simply have a few spare hours? The Mt Kembla 
Pathway Group meets every Wednesday from 8am to 
help weed, tidy, and mulch the pathway for everyone 
to enjoy. Volunteers are always welcome – just turn up 
at the Stones Road car park ready to lend a hand and 
meet some fellow residents.



The Pit Ponies of Mount Kembla

When Mount Kembla Colliery first opened in 1883, pit ponies played a 
vital role in bringing coal skips to the surface. As the mine extended, 
endless rope haulage was introduced. The ponies would haul the skips 
to the haulage headings, where they were clipped onto the rope sys-
tem to be taken to the surface.

Each weekend, the ponies were brought above ground and set free 
to run in the Windy Gully paddocks (Masons). Remarkably, the ponies 
seemed to know exactly how many skips they were expected to pull. If 
one extra was added, they refused to move – leading miners to believe 
the ponies could count!

When Australian Iron and Steel (AIS) purchased the colliery in 1946, 
mechanisation began to replace the ponies’ work. Still, they continued 
to be used for hauling timber into the return airways to replace roof 
supports long after they stopped pulling coal skips.

Stables - Present Day

Alan Richardson Mt Kembla Colliery

The original stables, once 
located below the Tippler Flat, 
began to erode, and in 1954 a 
new set of stables was built. 
Today, this building remains the 
only surviving structure on the 
colliery site – a reminder of the 
pit ponies’ important place in 
Mount Kembla’s mining history.

Shared by local resident, Phil Grant

The Mount Kembla Rural Fire Service 
Brigade recently received a grant 
through the Dendrobium Commu-
nity Enhancement Program (DCEP) 
to purchase a remote area lighting 
system and new torches. Brigade 
Captain Ben Jacobsen said the 
equipment has already been put 
to great use, supporting the impor-
tant work of our local volunteers.

GM3 is proud to share that Dendro-
bium Mine and the DCEP, in partner-
ship with Wollongong City Council, 
have recently completed the refur-
bishment and maintenance of the 
old stairs and footpath linking Avon 
Parade to Cordeaux Road in Mount 
Kembla.

This upgrade not only improves 
safety and accessibility for local 
residents but also highlights how 
working together can deliver posi-
tive outcomes for the community.

Save the Date: Figtree 
Carols, Sat 13th Dec

Grant Applications Now Open!
If you are a community organisation and would like to 
apply to the DCEP, we now have a new application site.

Got a great idea for a community project, but you don’t 
quite fit the application criteria? We’d still love to hear 
from you – reach out to us at: community@gm3.au

The DCEP is proud to contribute 
a grant to the 2025 Figtree Com-
munity Carols - helping fund the 
event’s sound production costs. 

This is a free community event be-
ing held on Saturday, 13 December 
from 5.30pm at Figtree High School 
and Figtree Anglican Church.

Don’t miss a great night of Christ-
mas festivity with live entertain-
ment and carols by candlelight, 
carnival rides, fireworks, free kids 
activities, food and market stalls.

Our Dendrobium Community Consultative Committee meets bi-
monthly, with the last meeting held in August 2025. Meeting minutes 
can be found on our website: www.gm3.au/dendrobium-mine



Operations Update and 
Longwall Changout
Dendrobium Mine is approaching completion of 
Longwall (LW) 22, with extraction expected to finish 
in late November 2025. Following this, our teams 
will undertake a longwall changeout to LW21A 
across November and December. This transition 
will involve the relocation and installation of large 
mining equipment, as well as the dispatch of 
machinery for scheduled overhaul.

From October through mid-December, and again 
from late January to February, residents may notice 
increased mining equipment being transported 
along Cordeaux Road via trucks. These movements 
will take place during permitted travel times, and 
in accordance with our approved Noise and Traffic 
Management Plans, which are available on our 
website: www.gm3.au.

In parallel, roadway development has continued in 
Area 3C, progressing the infrastructure required to 
support our future mining activities.

These activities reflect our ongoing commitment 
to maintaining safe, efficient and responsible 
operations within the Dendrobium development 
consent area, while continuing to support local 
employment and economic contribution in the 
Illawarra region.

Lost but Not Gone: Koalas Rediscovered in Illawarra Escarpment

Over the past two years, GM3 has been working closely 
with Symbio Wildlife Park and, more recently, the 
University of Wollongong on important conservation 
studies across the Illawarra Escarpment and Plateau. 
We’re excited to share that the findings from this work 
have been accepted for publication in the respected 
scientific journal Australian Mammalogy.

One of the highlights of the research is the rediscovery 
of a koala population around Mount Kembla — an area 
where they were once thought to be locally extinct. This 
makes the finding even more significant, given Mount 
Kembla’s place in history as the site of the first formal 
scientific discovery of a koala in 1803. At that time, 
botanist Robert Brown collected specimens and artist 
Ferdinand Bauer produced the first European scientific 

illustrations of the species — a species that had already 
been known and understood by Indigenous Australians for 
thousands of years.

Until now, little was known about koala and Southern 
Greater Glider numbers in this part of the escarpment. 
Having a clearer understanding is an important step in 
planning for their long-term protection and wellbeing.

In addition to the surveys, GM3 is also supporting Southern 
Greater Glider nest-box research on company-owned 
land. This project is trialling whether gliders will use 
specially designed artificial nest boxes as an alternative 
to old-growth hollows. Pleasingly, the early results show 
around 12% permanent occupancy — a very encouraging 
sign for the future of this threatened species.



Living in the Mount Kembla and Kembla Heights areas means being surrounded by beautiful bushland – and 
the wildlife that calls it home. As the warmer months arrive, animals become more active, sometimes venturing 
close to homes and roads.

Tips to stay safe and protect wildlife:

• Keep lawns short and garden beds tidy.
• Seal gaps around roofs and sheds to prevent animals from 

nesting.
• Store rubbish securely.
• Supervise pets outdoors, especially at dawn and dusk.
• Give snakes space – call a licensed snake catcher if 

needed.
• Watch for swooping magpies during breeding season.
• Drive carefully – wombats, deer and wallabies can cross 

roads unexpectedly.
• If you find injured wildlife, contact WIRES for assistance.

By taking these simple precautions, we can enjoy the unique 
wildlife of our area while keeping our homes, families, pets, and 
local animals safe.

Common visitors include:

• Snakes – eastern brown snakes, red-bellied black snakes, and tiger snakes, often found in long grass or 
warm garden areas.

• Possums and gliders – mostly active at night and sometimes sheltering in roof spaces.
• Wallabies, deer and wombats – feeding on lawns and crossing roads.
• Birds – including kookaburras, cockatoos, magpies, and many smaller bush birds.
• Insects and spiders – including bees, wasps, funnel webs and redbacks.

Fun Fact: 
Cicada season is here!  Did you 
know male cicadas can produce 
sounds between 80 and 120 
decibels? That’s louder than 
a lawnmower or even a rock 
concert! Their impressive volume 
is all part of their quest to attract 
a mate.

Residents who have questions or concerns about our 
activities are encouraged to contact us through our 
Community Call Line on 1800 102 210. You can also 
email at community@gm3.au

Living Safely With Wildlife - Top Tips

Community Call Line

GM3 were lucky enough to be among the first riders to test out 
the newly built Mountain Bike trails – and we were blown away! 
The team couldn’t get over how well put together the tracks are, 
especially the jumps.

These trails have been more than 10 years in the making, and entry 
is located beside the Wollongong Motorcycle Club on Harry Graham 
Drive. While they’ve only been open for just over a month, the feedback 
has already been overwhelmingly positive, with riders praising the 
quality of the design and infrastructure.

A huge thank you to National Parks and Wildlife Service and Wollongong 
City Council for delivering Stage 1 of this exciting new trail network.

Our GM3 Dendrobium Mine 
and Cordeaux Colliery 
Annual Review FY25 has 
now been published on 
our website: 
www.gm3.au


