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We are proud to announce a renewed 10-year commitment 
to our Appin Mine Community Partnership Program (CPP).

Established in 2004, the CPP is a voluntary initiative through 
which a percentage of each saleable tonne of coal 
produced at Appin Mine is contributed to a community 
trust – which is administered by a Board comprising 
community and company representatives. As part of the 
renewal, Appin CPP payments from 2026 will be indexed in 
accordance with CPI.

The CPP awards grants to a wide range of local projects, 
activities and organisations that deliver lasting community 
benefit across key areas including community services, 
the environment, education and health.

The CPP has awarded grants to a range of groups in 2025, 
including the Salvation Army, Wilton and Douglas Park 
Public Schools, Wilton Warriors Football Club, and the Appin 
War Memorial Committee.

Appin Mine General Manager Andy Hyslop said he was 
pleased to extend the Program for another decade:

“We are delighted to commit to another 10-year term of 
the Program, ensuring ongoing support to the many local 
charitable and community organisations that benefit the 
communities surrounding our operations,” Andy said.

“Since its establishment in 2004, the CPP has awarded 210 
grants, providing more than A$3.3 million in funding to 
projects across the Wollondilly and surrounding regions.”

“We are very proud of the Program and the positive 
outcomes it has delivered – made possible by our 
committed volunteer Board members, who give their time 
to ensure funding decisions reflect the needs and priorities 
of the community.”

The CPP Board accepts grant applications year-round. 
Eligibility criteria and the online application form can be 
found on our community website. 
community.gm3.au/grants

Pictured (Left to right): Peter Buckley – Director for Shire Services, Wollondilly Shire 
Council, Deborah Palmer – Appin Community Consultative Committee Independent 
Chairperson, Andy Hyslop – General Manager, GM3 Appin Mine, Matthew Deeth – Deputy 
Mayor and Councillor, Wollondilly Shire Council, Daryl Chipperfield – CPP Committee 
Member, Noleen Jessup – CPP Committee Member, Sandra Moreno – Community 
Specialist, GM3 Appin Mine, Shamika Almeida – CPP Committee Member

GM3 Appin Mine renews Community Partnership Program 
for further 10 years



Community Partnership Program 
Latest Grants

Appin Historical Society - 
Graves Restoration Project 
Helping to restor damaged 
headstones at St Bede’s Catholic 
Church, gentle cleaning to preserve 
fragile inscriptions, and installing 
weather-resistant QR-coded 
educational signage.

Youth Solutions ARTucation
ARTucation is a four-part workshop 
series delivered in schools and other 
learning environments. The program 
uses artistic expression to facilitate 
important First Nations cultural 
learnings about drug and alcohol 
education and harm-prevention.

Menangle Carols on the Hill
The CPP has endorsed funding to 
assist with sound, production, and 
staging costs for the Menangle 
Carols on the Hill, coordinated by St 
James Anglican Church.

Appin Mine Receives Approval for Industry-Leading 
Ventilation Air Methane Abatement Demonstration Plant

GM3 is pleased to announce that we have received approval by the NSW 
Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure to construct and operate 
a ventilation air methane (VAM) abatement demonstration plant as part of 
our Bulli Seam Operations (BSO) Project (Appin Mine).

The Project will serve as a significant case study for the industry, showcasing 
the practical application of VAM abatement for fugitive emissions from 
underground coal mines. Its successful implementation and outcomes would 
provide valuable insights and data to inform future VAM abatement projects.

GM3 CEO Peter Baker welcomed the Project approval:

“This Project is an exciting step forward in our industry’s commitment to 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions and driving innovation in the mining 
sector. It reflects our long-term commitment to delivering sustainability across 
all aspects of our business.”

The demonstration plant and associated infrastructure will be located adjacent 
to our existing Appin Mine Ventilation Shaft No.6 at Douglas Park (as pictured), 
within the Wollondilly Local Government Area.

VAM contains low concentration 
methane in the mine ventilation air that 
existing gas drainage technologies are 
unable to capture. The plant will trial 
Regenerative Thermal Oxidiser (RTO) 
technology to convert VAM from Appin 
Mine into carbon dioxide (CO2) and 
water through controlled oxidisation. 
With methane having around 28 times 
the global warming potential of CO2, 
VAM abatement offers a significant 
opportunity for GM3 to reduce our 
greenhouse gas emissions.

Once operational, the demonstration 
plant aims to reduce GHG emissions 
by approximately 36,000 tonnes  
of CO  2e per year.

The demonstration plant will be 
constructed and operated under strict 
environmental approval conditions set 
by the New South Wales Government.

Construction of the plant is expected 
to commence in 2026 and will be 
completed in approximately 12 
months.

Along with the substantial investment 
in this technology by GM3, the Project 
is supported by a grant by the 
Coal Innovation NSW Fund – a NSW 
government program established 
to support research, development 
and the demonstration of low 
emissions coal technologies for future 
commercial application.

You can learn more about the Project 
at community.gm3.au/vam-project

Image of Appin Mine Ventilation Shaft No.6 existing infrastructure

2026 grant 
applications now 
open! Scan the QR 
to apply online



AT DOLUPTI QUE SOLO-

Appin Mine Extraction Plan Update - Variation to Longwall 711
GM3 has received approval from the NSW Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure for a minor change to the 
Longwall 711 Extraction Plan at Appin Mine. The update divides Longwall 711 into two sections (711A and 711B) with a coal 
barrier between them. This adjustment improves mine safety and maintains stability, while staying within the approved 
mining area.

Independent assessments confirmed that predicted subsidence and environmental impacts remain the same or lower 
than previously approved. The updated plan meets all approval requirements under the Bulli Seam Operations Project 
Approval and will soon be published on the GM3 website, followed by an update on the Community Portal.

We commenced extraction of Longwall 711A in July 2025, scheduled for completion in Q1 2026. We will then commence 
extraction of Longwall 711B, with an estimated duration of approximately 12 months to complete.

Mine subsidence claims
If you experience changes to your property while we mine Longwalls 711A or 711B, please contact Subsidence 
Advisory NSW on (02) 4908 4300 or visit www.subsidenceadvisory.nsw.gov.au for advice on the claim’s 
lodgement process. 

If you experience changes to your property while we mine Longwall 711A and/or 711B, that cause concern for 
your safety or the serviceability of your property, please report to GM3 our free Community Call Line on 
1800 102 210 or email community@gm3.au 



Appin Mine Community Consultative Committee (CCC)

The Appin Mine CCC meets bi-monthly to share updates and 
discuss key topics about local mining operations.

Key topics from our October 2025 Meeting:

• Longwall 711,  progress update, and indicative Mine Plan Change. 
• Longwall 710 End of Panel Summary.
• Extraction Plan for proposed Longwalls 712–716 in Appin Area 7, 

briefing and consultation. 
• Subsidence claim updates.
• Rehabilitation work at Georges River and North Cliff.
• Exploration program updates.
• Appin Mine Ventilation and Access Project progress.
• Ventilation Air Methane (VAM) Project and Public Exhibition 

outcome.
• Updates on sponsorships from GM³ and the Community 

Partnership Program.

Full meeting minutes can be found on our website:
www.gm3.au/appin-mine

Our Appin North Pit Top was buzzing with energy and 
emotions on Sunday, 16 November as we welcomed in the 
2025 i98FM Illawarra Convoy.

Each year, the Appin Team hands over the pit-top keys to 
Illawarra Convoy, serving as the official starting line for the 
iconic event.

Celebrating its 21st year, the i98FM Illawarra Convoy is 
the largest truck and motorbike Convoy in the Southern 
Hemisphere. The event is one of the largest regional one 
day fundraisers in the country with funds raised providing 
direct support to individuals and families affected by 
potentially life threatening medical conditions, charities 
that work with these people, and local hospitals.

More than 1,500 trucks and motorbikes lined Wedderburn 
Road beside West Cliff Washery before making their way 
down the mountain and through the streets of the Illawarra, 
finishing at Shellharbour Airport for a free family fun day.

To show our support, GM3 pledged to match every dollar 
donated to our GM3 Team page up to $50,000. Thanks to 
generous donations by our employees, contract partners 
and the wider community, we reached our $50K target, 
taking our total contribution to $100,368!

Thank you to everyone in the community who showed 
their support by donating or lining the streets to cheer the 
Convoy on!

Appin Mine Hosts 2025 Illawarra Convoy Start Line - 
$100,000 raised for local families

CONTACT US

Residents who have 
questions or concerns about 
our activities are encouraged 
to contact us through our 
Community Team.

PH: 1800 102 210
E: community@gm3.au

Follow us on Facebook to hear 
what we’re up to in the community:

www.facebook.com/
gm3AppinDendrobium


