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Executive summary 
Onward Consulting Pty Ltd (Onward) was engaged by Illawarra Coal Holdings Pty Ltd (ICHPL) (trading as 
Gear M Illawarra Met Coal Pty Ltd [GM3]) to conduct an independent environmental audit (IEA) of the Bulli 
Seam Operations Project (BSO), an existing underground coal mining operation in the Wollondilly region of 
NSW, approximately 70 km south of Sydney. 

�7�K�H���,�(�$���Z�D�V���X�Q�G�H�U�W�D�N�H�Q���L�Q���D�F�F�R�U�G�D�Q�F�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V���R�I���×  

�x �$�6���1�=�6���,�6�2�������������������������*�X�L�G�H�O�L�Q�H�V���I�R�U���T�X�D�O�L�W�\���D�Q�G�������R�U���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���P�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W���V�\�V�W�H�P�V���D�X�G�L�W�L�Q�J�×  

�x Schedule 6, Condition 9 of MP08_0150 

�x the Independent Audit Post Approval Requirements (DPIE, 2020)  

The audit period to which this audit applies is inclusive of the period from 12 November 2022 to 15 October 
�������������7�K�L�V���U�H�S�R�U�W���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�V���W�K�H���I�L�Q�G�L�Q�J�V���R�I���W�K�L�V���D�X�G�L�W���×  

The audit team consisted of:  

�x Lead Auditor and Rehabilitation specialist �± �(�O�O�L�R�W���+�R�O�O�D�Q�G���R�I���2�Q�Z�D�U�G�×  

�x Auditor �± Gemma van Hemert of Onward 

�x Surface Water, Groundwater, and Water Quality specialist �± Adam Wyatt of Engeny 

�x Mine Subsidence Impacts and Remediation specialist �± Yvette Heritage of SCT Operations 

�x Biodiversity specialist �± David Havilah of Cedar Ecology 

�x Noise specialist �± Dale Redwood of Muller Acoustic Consulting 

�x Air Quality specialist �± Shane Lakmaker of Airen Consulting 

The audit was inclusive of the following:  

�x a two-day site inspection at BSO on 14/15 October 2025, which included interviews with key site 
personnel, of all key aspects of the development (Section 1 and Appendix J �R�I���W�K�L�V���,�(�$���U�H�S�R�U�W���×  

�x consultation with regulatory agencies and the chair of the Community Consultative Committee (CCC) to 
obtain feedback and identification of any key issues to focus on during the audit (Section 2.3 and 
Appendix D �R�I���W�K�L�V���,�(�$���U�H�S�R�U�W���×  

�x the status of implementation of the previous IEA findings, recommendations and actions (Section 3.1 of 
�W�K�L�V���,�(�$���U�H�S�R�U�W���×  

�x �D�Q���D�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W���R�I���F�R�P�S�O�L�D�Q�F�H���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���D�O�O���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���×  

�‚ MP08_0150 (Section 3.3.1 and Appendix E �R�I���W�K�L�V���,�(�$���U�H�S�R�U�W���×  

�‚ MP08_0256 (Section 3.3.2 and Appendix F of this IEA report) 

�‚ EPBC 2010/5350 (Section 3.3.3 and Appendix G of this IEA report, as well as submitted as a 
standalone report to Commonwealth DCCEEW) 

�‚ EPBC 2010/5722 (Section 3.3.4 of this IEA report, as well as submitted as a standalone report to 
Commonwealth DCCEEW)) 

�‚ Environment Protection Licence (EPL) 2504 (Section 3.3.5 and Appendix H �R�I���W�K�L�V���,�(�$���U�H�S�R�U�W���×  

�‚ Leases (i.e. Consolidated Coal Lease [CCL] 724 and 767, Mining Lease [ML] 1382, 1433, 1473, 
1574, 1678, 1698, 1832, 1847 and 1874, Mining Purposes Lease [MPL] 200 and 201 and Coal 
Lease [CL] 381 and 388) (Section 3.3.6���×  

�‚ Standard Conditions (Schedule 8A, Part 2) of the Mining Regulation 2016 (NSW) (Section 3.3.6 and 
Appendix I �R�I���W�K�L�V���,�(�$���U�H�S�R�U�W���×  
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�x a review of the adequacy of the environmental management strategies, plans and programs required 
under the consent (Section 3.4 �R�I���W�K�L�V���,�(�$���U�H�S�R�U�W���×  

�x identification and discussion of complaints and incidents that occurred during the audit period 
���6�H�F�W�L�R�Q�×3.5 �R�I���W�K�L�V���,�(�$���U�H�S�R�U�W���×  

�x an assessment of the environmental performance of the development through review of the 
implementation of key environmental management strategies, plans and programs (Section 4 of this 
�,�(�$���×  

�x identification of the Corrective Actions (CA) and / or Opportunities for Improvement (OFI) (Section 5 of 
�W�K�L�V���,�(�$���×  

Audit findings summary 

The IEA identified a total of 15 non-compliances, however, overall compliance with conditions of relevant 
approvals, licenses and leases was noted as high, as follows: 

�x MP08_0150: Compliance with approximately 94% of conditions (i.e. 81 of 86 conditions, excluding 
conditions which are notes or were not triggered) (Section 3.3.1 and Appendix E of this IEA report). 

�x MP08_0256: Compliance with 100% of conditions (i.e. 6 of 6 conditions, excluding conditions which are 
notes or were not triggered) (Section 3.3.2 and Appendix F of this IEA report). 

�x EPBC 2010/5350: Compliance with 100% of conditions (i.e. 50 of 50 conditions [as broken down into 
elements], excluding conditions which are notes or were not triggered) (Section 3.3.3 and Appendix G of 
this IEA report) 

�x EPBC 2010/5722: Compliance with 100% of conditions (i.e. 18 of 18 conditions [as broken down into 
elements], excluding conditions which are notes or were not triggered) (Section 3.3.4 of this IEA report). 

�x EPL 2504: Compliance with approximately 86% of conditions (i.e. 38 of 44 conditions, excluding 
conditions which are notes or were not triggered) (Section 3.3.5 and Appendix H of this IEA report). 

�x Standard Conditions (Schedule 8A, Part 2) of the Mining Regulation 2016:  Compliance with 
approximately 93% of conditions (i.e. 26 of 28 conditions, excluding conditions which are notes or were 
not triggered) (Appendix I of this IEA report). 

However, the IEA assessed a total of 15 non-compliances as follows: 

�x MP08_0150, with more detail provided in Section 3.3.1 of this IEA report, non-compliances include:  

�‚ NC01 (Schedule 2, Condition 2) 

�‚ NC02 (Schedule 2, Condition 12) 

�‚ NC03 (Schedule 3, Condition 5) 

�‚ NC04 (Schedule 3, Condition 9) 

�‚ NC05 (Schedule 4, Condition 15) 

�x EPL 2504, with more detail provided in Section 3.3.5 of this IEA report, non-compliances include:  

�‚ NC06 (Condition L1.1) 

�‚ NC07 Condition L2.4) 

�‚ NC08 Condition O1.1) 

�‚ NC09 (Condition O2.1) 

�‚ NC10 (Condition M2.1) 

�‚ NC11 (Condition M2.3) 
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�x Mining Leases , with more detailed provided in Section 3.3.6.1, non-compliances include: 

�‚ NC12 (related to CL 388 and MPL 201) 

�‚ NC13 (related to ML 1698) 

�x Standard Conditions , (Schedule 8A, Part 2) of the Mining Regulation 2016, with more detail provided in 
Section 3.3.6.2 of this IEA report, non-compliances include: 

�‚ NC14 (Condition 10[2]) 

�‚ NC15 (Condition 16[3]) 

Associated CAs and OFIs are included in Section 5 of this IEA report, as relevant. 

Executive Summary Table Non-compliance summary 

Finding 
ID 

Non-compliance Source Condition Risk 
rating 

NC01 Conduct of the audit, including review of documentation, site interviews and site 
inspection indicate that ICHPL is non-compliant with this condition with the 
following conditions of approval being identified as non-compliant: 

�x Schedule 2, Condition 12 (Low) 

�x Schedule 3, Condition 5 (ANC) 

�x Schedule 3, Condition 9 (ANC) 

�x Schedule 4, Condition 15 (Low) 

MP08_0150 Schedule 2 
Condition 2 

Low 

NC02 ICHPL reported a non-compliance in relation to discharge resulting in a turbid 
water discharge exceedance on 19 April 2023.  

Another self-reported non-compliance in relation to this condition was identified 
on 18 December 2023 with the log book requirements of works approval 
10WA117285 �± Mountbatten not being maintained accordingly.  

Schedule 2 
Condition 12 

Low 

NC03 The Subsidence Monitoring Program has a groundwater Trigger Action 
�5�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H���3�O�D�Q�����7�$�5�3�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���W�U�L�J�J�H�U�V���I�R�U���µincrease in water inflow from the 
�J�R�D�I�¶. The 20-day average reached Trigger Level 3 during LW710A extraction, 
which requires notification to the former Biodiversity Conservation Division (BCD) 
(now NSW DCCEEW CPHR), former DPE (now the DPHI), NSW RR. However, 
these notifications did not take place.  

Schedule 3 
Condition 5  

ANC 

NC04 ICHPL committed to complete a review of the Environmental and Subsidence 
Research Program on 6 May 2024. However, conduct of the audit has 
determined this review has not occurred. 

Schedule 3 
Condition 9  

ANC 

NC05 There were four non-compliances in relation to surface water discharge and nine 
exceedances of discharge criteria during the audit period. 

Schedule 4 
Condition 15  

Low 

NC06 Documents reviewed as part of this audit indicate a number of non-compliances 
with relation to water pollution events resulting in a non-compliance with section 
120 of the Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997 (POEO Act). 

EPL 2504 L1.1 Low 

NC07 Whilst reported by ICHPL, there were exceedances of limits for total suspended 
solids (TSS), Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD), zinc, Total Nitrogen, and pH. 

L2.4 Low 

NC08 ICHPL reported a non-compliance in relation to discharge resulting in a turbid 
water discharge exceedance on 19 April 2023.  

O1.1 Low 

NC09 ICHPL made a self-reported non-compliance with respect to this condition as 
reported under Condition O1.1.  

O2.1 Low 

NC10 During the audit period monitoring was generally completed at the required 
frequency, using the method and units of measure specified, with the exception 
of one instance on 21 May 2024 in which a water sample collected at LDP23 was 
not analysed for BOD, resulting in an administrative non-compliance. The NSW 
EPA was notified of this error by ICHPL.  

M2.1 ANC 

NC11 Refer to Condition M2.1 M2.3 ANC 

NC12 It was identified in March 2025 that the Annual Rent and Levy Notices for CL 388 
and MPL 201 were not paid within the allocated timeframe due to an 
administrative error. This non-compliance was reported by ICHPL. 

CL 388 and 
MPL 201 

Payment of 
levies in 

accordance 
with Section 
292C(3) of 
the Mining 
Act 1992. 

ANC 
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Finding 
ID 

Non-compliance Source Condition Risk 
rating 

NC13 It was identified on 30 September 2024 that gas was extracted from ML 1698 
between February and May 2024 when petroleum was not listed as a Mineral of 
interest. While there was no restriction within ML 1698 to prevent coal mining, 
and in particular the development of Razorback roadways, gas extraction and 
utilisation was not an approved activity within ML 1698. This non-compliance was 
reported by ICHPL. 

ML 1698 Conduct of 
activities not 

listed in 
lease issued 

under 
Mining Act 

1992. 

ANC 

NC14 The proposed Completion Criteria Statement is with the NSW RR for approval, 
following the refusal of the March 2025 statement (ref: RCC0001063). 

Standard 
Conditions 
(Schedule 
8A, Part 2) 

of the Mining 
Regulation 

2016  

10(2) ANC 

NC15 On 2 December 2022 it was identified that the Forward Program was not 
uploaded on the Project website within the required timeframe resulting in an 
administrative non-compliance. As the document has since been published on 
the website and no repeat incident of this nature have occurred since, no CA or 
OFI has been identified. 

Currently approved documents are available on the website and email 
correspondence confirms their upload within the required timeframes. 

16(3) ANC 

Furthermore, 11 of the 15 non-compliances were already identified in the Annual Reviews required by 
conditions of MP08_0150 and Annual Returns required by conditions of EPL 2504�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���×  

�x MP08_0150: NC02 (Schedule 2, Condition 12), NC03 (Schedule 3, Condition 5) and NC05 (Schedule 4, 
Condition 15) 

�x EPL2504: NC07 (Condition L2.4), NC08 (Condition O1.1), NC09 (Condition O2.1), NC10 (Condition 
M2.1), and NC11 (Condition M2.3).  

�x Mining leases: NC12 (CL 388 and MPL 201), and NC13 (ML 1698) 

�x Standard Conditions (Schedule 8A, Part 2) of the Mining Regulation 2016 : NC15 (Condition 16[3])  

In addition, while the non-compliance with Condition L1.1 of EPL2504 (i.e. NC06) was not previously 
identified, the associated non-compliances were identified and reported in the Annual Reviews in relation to 
other conditions of EPL2504 (i.e. NC07 [Condition L2.4] and NC08 [Condition O1.1]) 

All non-compliances identified against relevant approvals are discussed in Section 3.3 and associated 
appendices. 

A summary of BSO�¶s overall environmental performance is summarised in Section 4 of this IEA report, and 
CAs or OFI are summarised in Section 5 �R�I���W�K�L�V���,�(�$���U�H�S�R�U�W���×  

Audit conclusion 

With regard to environmental management of BSO, this site is led by competent and knowledgeable 
environmental professionals who provided all evidence requested during the audit and diligently facilitated 
�W�K�H���V�L�W�H���L�Q�V�S�H�F�W�L�R�Q���F�R�P�S�R�Q�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���D�X�G�L�W���×  

The environment team has implemented appropriate management processes for BSO to ensure compliance 
is achieved and has demonstrated active adaptive management. This approach is complemented by the 
established systems which include innovative systems such as IPICK and internal site-�V�S�H�F�L�I�L�F���P�H�D�V�X�U�H�V���×  

BSO staff were transparent with the provision of information and open to receiving feedback and discussing 
�F�R�Q�W�H�P�S�R�U�D�U�\���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���D�X�G�L�W���W�H�D�P���×  
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1. Introduction 

1.1. Background of the project 

The Bulli Seam Operations Project (BSO) is operated by Illawarra Coal Holdings Pty Ltd (ICHPL), a wholly-
owned entity of Gear M Illawarra Met Coal Pty Ltd (trading as GM3), an entity owned by Golden Energy and 
Resources Pte Ltd and M Resources Pty Ltd. The BSO is an existing underground mine situated in the 
Wollondilly region of NSW, primarily producing metallurgical coal. 

The BSO operates under Project Approval 08_0150 (i.e. MP08_0150), granted by the Minister for Planning 
under Part 3A of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (NSW) (EP&A Act) on 22 December 
2011, with the most recent modification approved on 11 October 2024. 

As required by Schedule 6, Condition 9 of MP08_0150, ICHPL is required to complete an independent 
environmental audit (IEA) for the BSO every three years. 

1.1.1. Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure endorsement 

ICHPL engaged Onward Consulting Pty Ltd (Onward) to conduct the IEA with the following Audit Team: 

�x Lead Auditor and rehabilitation �± Elliot Holland of Onward 

�x Assistant Auditor �± Gemma van Hemert of Onward 

The Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure (DPHI) endorsed the appointment of the Audit 
Team on 29 March 2025. The letter of endorsement is included in Appendix A. 

The Commonwealth DCCEEW also endorsed the appointment of the Audit Team in relation to the EPBC Act 
approvals for BSO (EPBC 2010/5350) on 10 April 2025. This letter of endorsement is also provided in 
Appendix A, while Commonwealth DCCEEW agreement of audit criteria and methodology is provided in 
Appendix B. 

1.1.2. Period covered by the audit 

The audit period is from 12 November 2022 (the last day of the previous IEA completed by ERM) to 15 
October 2025 (the last day of the 2025 IEA site inspection). 

1.2. Site description 

The BSO combined future mining operations and provided for the continuation of coal mining operations at 
Appin Mine and West Cliff Colliery (now Appin Colliery �± North [Appin North]). BSO underground longwall 
(LW) operations have transitioned wholly to the Appin Area 7 (AA7) mining domains following completion of 
LW activities at West Cliff in early 2016 and in Appin Area 9 (AA9) in financial year 2023. 

Key areas associated with the current BSO include: 

�x Appin East Colliery (Appin East), including the Pit Top and Ventilation Shafts 1, 2, and 3 

�x Appin West Colliery (Appin West), including the Pit Top, and the Ventilation Shaft 6 and Douglas North 
Sub-station 

�x Appin Mine Ventilation and Access (AMVA) Project (Ventilation Shafts 7 and 8) 

�x Appin North Colliery (Appin North), including the Pit Top, Coal Wash Emplacement Area (CWEA) and 
West Cliff Coal Preparation Plan (WCCPP), and the redundant North Cliff Mine 
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Construction and operation of Ventilation Shaft 6 was approved 4 May 2011 under MP10_0079. The Appin 
East Mine Gas Safety Management Project was approved under Modification 2 to MP08_0150 (dated 28 
October 2016). This modification also combined the Ventilation Shaft 6 Project Approval (MP10_0079) into 
MP08_0150.  

Other key modifications of MP08_0150 include: 

�x Modification 3, issued in April 2022, and includes requirements for construction and operation for the 
AMVA site. 

�x Modification 5, issued on 9 August 2024, enabled transport and emplacement of coal wash from the 
Russell Vale Colliery 

�x Modification 6, issued on 11 October 2024, enabled increased blasting frequency and extended blasting 
hours 

An additional modification (Modification 4) of MP08_0150 is in the process of being sought. 

MP08_0150 allows for the extraction of 10.5 million tonnes run of mine (ROM) coal per annum and transport 
of no more than 9.3 million tonnes of product coal in a financial year. Mineral processing facilities include the 
WCCPP, the CWEA and the Dendrobium Coal Preparation Plant (located at the Port Kembla Steelworks). 
Most ROM coal is directed to the WCCPP for processing. The CWEA is used to emplace coal wash from the 
WCCPP and Dendrobium Coal Preparation Plant (if beneficial reuse options are not available). ROM coal is 
transported to the WCCPP by: 

�x coal trucks from the Appin East site, along Appin and Wedderburn Roads 

�x bulk coal winder at Appin North, transported underground from AA7 

MP08_0256 relates to the Appin Gas Drainage Project, which enabled the installation of temporary gas 
extraction boreholes and corresponding mobile surface extraction plants and ancillary equipment to drain 
goaf gas from LW703, LW704, and LW705 in Area 7.  

EPBC 2010/5350 was granted in May 2012 to expand underground mining operations at the existing Appin 
Coal Mine and West Cliff Colliery, while EPBC 2010/5722 was granted for Appin Mine Ventilation Shaft 6. 

BSO is covered by the one Environment Protection Licence (EPL) No. 2504. 

1.2.1. Mining areas during the audit period 

During the audit period LW mining was undertaken in Areas 7 and 9. Extraction of coal during the audit 
period and details of the approved Extraction Plan (EP) / Subsidence Management Plan (SMP) for each 
mining area is summarised in Table 1.1. 

Table 1.1 Mining progress and approvals relevant to the 2025 IEA 

Panel Mine area Start date Finish date SMP / EP approval date 

LW905 Area 9 25 September 2022 28 February 2023 29 July 2022 

LW 709 Area 7  22 Feb 2022 8 October 2023 29 July 20221 

LW710A Area 7 1 November 2023  16 June 2024 29 July 20221 

LW710B Area 7 18 June 2024  9 June 2025 29 July 20221 

LW711 Area 7  2 July 2025 Ongoing 29 July 2022 

LW712 Area 7 Planned for FY26 N/A to audit period Planned to be submitted in FY26 

1) Superseded the previous SMP variation approval received for LW709 and LW710 dated 23 November 2020. 
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1.3. Audit objective and scope 

1.3.1. Objective 

Onward was commissioned to undertake an IEA of BSO on behalf of ICHPL. The primary purpose of this 
audit IEA was to satisfy the Schedule 6, Conditions 9 and 10 of MP08_0150, which requires completion of an 
IEA every three years (Table 1.2). 

Table 1.2 Audit requirements 

Condition Requirement Reference to 
report section 

Schedule 6 
Condition 9 

By the end of December 2013, and every 3 years thereafter, unless the Planning Secretary 
directs otherwise, the Proponent shall commission and pay the full cost of an Independent 
Environmental Audit of the project. 

This audit must: 

 

(a) be conducted by a suitably qualified, experienced and independent team of experts whose 
appointment has been endorsed by the Planning Secretary; 

Section 2.1 

Appendix A 

Appendix C 

(b) include consultation with the relevant agencies; Section 2.3 

Appendix D 

(c) assess the environmental performance of the project and assess whether it is complying with the 
requirements in this approval and any relevant EPL or Mining Lease (including any assessment, 
plan or program required under these approvals); 

Sections 3 and 
4 

Appendix E 

Appendix F 

Appendix G 

Appendix I 

Appendix H 

Appendix I 

Appendix J 

(d) review the adequacy of strategies, plans or programs required under the abovementioned 
approvals; and 

Section 3.4 

(e) recommend appropriate measures or actions to improve the environmental performance of the 
project, and/or any assessment, plan or program required under the abovementioned approvals. 

Note: This audit team must be led by a suitably qualified auditor and include experts in any field 
specified by the Planning Secretary 

Section 5 

Schedule 6 
Condition 10 

Within 6 weeks of the completion of this audit, or as otherwise agreed by the Planning Secretary, 
the Proponent shall submit a copy of the audit report to the Planning Secretary, together with its 
response to any recommendations contained in the audit report. 

Outside the 
audit process 

Schedule 6 
Condition 
10A 

Independent Environmental Audits of the development must be conducted and carried out in 
accordance with the Independent Audit Post Approval Requirements (2020) or as updated from 
�W�L�P�H���W�R���W�L�P�H���D�Q�G���S�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H���'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W�¶�V���Z�H�E�V�L�W�H�� 

This audit 
report 

1.3.2. Scope 

The audit considered compliance with conditions of relevant approvals, licences and leases listed in 
Table 1.3, and was conducted in accordance with: 

�x AS/NZS ISO 19011:2019 Guidelines for quality and / or environmental management systems auditing 

�x Schedule 6, Condition 9 and 10 of MP08_0150 

�x Condition 18 of EPBC 2010/5350 

�x the Independent Audit Post Approval Requirements (DPIE, 2020) 

�x Independent Audit and Audit Report Guidelines (the Guidelines) (Cth DotEE, 2019) 

 



 

Project approval MP08_0150 Independent Environmental Audit 2025 4 

Table 1.3 Approvals audited 

Approval document Relevant section reference 

MP08_0150 Section 3.3.1 and Appendix E 

MP08_0256 Section 3.3.2 and Appendix F 

EPBC approval 2010/5350 Section 3.3.3 and Appendix G 

EPBC approval 2010/5722 Section 3.3.4 

EPL 2504 Section 3.3.5 and Appendix H 

Standard Conditions (Schedule 8A, Part 2) of the Mining 
Regulation 20162 

Section 3.3.6 and Appendix I 

Relevant evidence to determine the compliance ratings against the conditions is presented in Appendix E, 
Appendix F, Appendix Hand Appendix I. This included relevant management plans required by conditions of 
MP08_0150 and EPBC 2010/5350 as listed in Table 1.4. 

Table 1.4 Management plans evaluated 

Management plan Version and date 

Adaptive Management Plan (AMP) for Water Sensitive EPBC Act Listed Species1 v1.2, dated 19/07/2024 

Broad Headed Snake and Southern Brown Bandicoot Management Plan v2, dated 30/01/2025 

Persoonia hirsuta Offset Management Plan (OMP) v2, May 2025 

Pollution Incident Response Management Plan (PIRMP) v3, dated December 2024 

Georges River Aquatic Health Monitoring Program v2,, dated 8/01/2024 

Shale Sandstone Transition Forest Management Plan1 v2, dated November 2024 

Ventilation Shaft 6 Biodiversity Offset Strategy (BOS) v2.1, dated February 2025 

Georges River Rehabilitation Plan (GRRP) Appin Colliery, the plan now forms a part of the 
Rehabilitation Management Plan 

v1, dated 7/08/2023 

Rehabilitation Management Plan, including: 

�x Rehabilitation Objectives Statement ROBJ0001518 Appin Colliery 

�x Final Landform and Rehabilitation Plans 

�x Completion Criteria  

v3, dated 27/06/2025 

Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Management Plan (AQGHGMP) v4, dated December 2024, 

Coal Wash Emplacement Area Management Plan (CWEAMP) v6, dated 29/01/2025 

Environmental Management Strategy (EMS) v2, dated December 2024 

Gas Drainage Management Plan (GDMP) v7, dated November 2024 

Heritage Management Plan (HMP) v2, dated May 2025 

Noise Management Plan (NMP) v3, dated December 2024 

Surface Activities Management Plan (SAMP) v2, dated November 2024 

Traffic Management Plan (TMP) v2, dated May 2025 

Ventilation and Access Project Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) v3, dated 25/03/2025 

Waste Management Plan (Waste MP) v2, dated November 2022 

Water Management Plan (WMP) v2.1, dated May 2025 on website 
for minor administrative changes, 
however, v2, dated January 2025 
was approved by DPHI on 
31/01/2025 

BSO Environmental and Subsidence Research Program v1.1, dated 06/05/2021 

BSO Regional Seismic Event Monitoring Program (RSEMP) v1.1, dated January 2023 

Biodiversity Offset Strategy Illawarra Metallurgical Coal v3.2, dated 24/10/2023 
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Management plan Version and date 

Appin Mine Biodiversity Management Plan (BMP) v3, dated 02/05/2025 

Appin Mine Areas 7 and 9 Longwalls 709 to 711 and 905 Extraction Plan (EP), including: v1.2, dated July 2022 

�x Appendix A1 �± Subsidence Predictions and Impact Assessments Longwalls (LW) 709, 
710A, 710B, 711 and 905 

vB, 18/05/2021 

�x Appendix A2 �± Subsidence Predictions and Impact Assessments LW710a and LW711 vA, 31/01/2023 

�x Appendix B �± Subsidence Monitoring Program v1.2, July 2022 

�x Appendix C �± WMP v2, October 2022 

�x Appendix D �± BMP v1.1, October 2021 

�x Appendix E �± Land Management Plan (LMP) v1.2, July 2022 

�x Appendix F �± HMP v1.1, October 2021 

�x Appendix G �± Public Safety Management Plan (PSMP) v1.2, July 2022 

�x Appendix H �± Built Features Management Plan (BFMP) v1.2, July 2022 

�x Appendix I �± Coal Resource Recovery Plan v1.1, October 2021 

(1) Plans required specific to EPBC 2010/5350. 

1.4. Audit commencement 

A Purchase Order commissioning the audit was issued to Onward by ICHPL on 28 April 2025, with an 
inception meeting held between Onward and ICHPL in May 2025 to: 

�x confirm the audit methodology 

�x identify relevant personnel involved in the audit 

�x discuss key activities and systems occurring on site 

�x identify key documentation for review 

�x schedule a date for the site inspection 

1.5. Limitations 

This audit report has been prepared by Onward for ICHPL and may only be used and relied on by ICHPL for 
the purpose agreed between Onward and ICHPL as set out in section 1.3 of this report. 

Onward otherwise disclaims responsibility to any person other than ICHPL arising in connection with this 
report. Onward also excludes implied warranties and conditions, to the extent legally permissible. 

The services undertaken by Onward in connection with preparing this report were limited to those specifically 
detailed in the report and are subject to the scope limitations set out section 1.3. 

The opinions, conclusions and any recommendations in this report are based on conditions encountered and 
information reviewed at the date of preparation of the report. Onward has no responsibility or obligation to 
update this report to account for events or changes occurring after the date that the report was prepared. 
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2. Audit methodology 
A desktop review of all approval documents including management plans, as well as monitoring data and 
community complaints was conducted to determine the contents of the audit protocol to be used during the 
site inspection and interviews. Evidence was collected and reviewed as part of the audit, including 
monitoring records, reports and correspondence.  

Documents and data collected during the audit process were reviewed prior to the on-site component of the 
audit where possible. Additional documents were provided to the audit team during, and following completion 
of, the on-site component of the audit. 

All information obtained during the audit process were verified by the audit team. Statements made by site 
personnel were verified by viewing relevant documentation and/or visual observations made during the site 
inspection. Audit findings have been outlined in this report including where suitable evidence was unable to 
be obtained. 

2.1. Audit participants 

The IEA was led by Elliot Holland, Lead Auditor �± Environmental Management Systems (number: C-115351) 
with involvement of technical specialists for surface water, groundwater and geomorphology. The IEA 
participants are listed in Table 2.1, which includes the audit team as approved by the DPHI (Appendix A) and 
the Commonwealth DCCEEW (Appendix A), and relevant personnel of ICHPL. 

Table 2.1 Audit participants 

Audit 
participants 

Organisation Role Qualifications 

Elliot Holland Onward Lead Auditor, Technical specialist: 
Rehabilitation specialist, Project 
Director 

Lead Auditor �± Environmental Management Systems 
(number: C-115351) 

Bachelor of Environmental Science and 
Management 

Gemma van 
Hemert 

Onward Auditor Bachelor of Environmental Science 

Adam Wyatt Engeny Technical specialist: Surface Water, 
Groundwater, and Water Quality 

Bachelor of Engineering (Environmental), PhD 

Yvette Heritage SCT 
Operations  

Technical specialist: Mine Subsidence 
Impacts and Remediation 

Bachelor of Science (Honours) Advanced (Geology) 

David Havilah Cedar Ecology Technical specialist: Biodiversity Bachelor of Science (Biology) and Biodiversity 
Assessment Method Accredited Assessor (2018) 

Dale Redwood Muller Acoustic 
Consulting 
(MAC) 

Technical specialist: Noise and 
blasting 

Bachelor of Science (Honours Class 1 �± Physical 
Geology / Environmental Science / Engineering) 

Shane 
Lakmaker 

Airen 
Consulting 
(Airen) 

Technical specialist: Air quality Bachelor of Technology (Atmospheric Science) 

Chris Schultz ICH Superintendent Environment and 
Community �± Dendrobium 

N/A 

Antony Leone ICH Superintendent Environment and 
Community �± Appin Mine 

N/A 

James Alchin ICH Environment Specialist N/A 

Zarah 
Anderson 

ICH Environment Specialist �± Appin North 
West Cliff  

N/A 

Bruce Blunden ICH Approvals Manager N/A 

Josh Carlon ICH Coordinator Environment N/A 

Chris McEvoy ICH Approvals and Communities Specialist N/A 
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2.2. Audit site inspection 

2.2.1. Opening and closing meetings 

The opening meeting was held at the site offices at the WCCPP during the site inspection completed on 14 
October 2025. The opening meeting discussed the audit objectives, scope, resources required and 
methodology to be applied. 

The closing meeting was held at the site offices at Appin North during the site inspection completed on 15 
October 2025. The objectives of the closing meeting were to discuss any outstanding matters, present 
preliminary findings and outline the process for finalising the audit report. 

2.2.2. Audit interviews 

During the on-site component of the audit, interviews were conducted with the list of auditees included in 
Table 2.1. 

2.2.3. Site inspection 

A detailed site inspection was conducted on 14 and 15 October 2025.  

During the inspection, site documentation and the physical aspects of environmental management and 
implementation of management plans and programs were reviewed. 

Conditions during the site inspection were noted to be: 

�x up to 29 degrees Celsius 

�x winds up to 5 metres per second (m/s), predominantly from the north west 

�x mostly sunny, with no rain during the site inspection or preceding 48 hours 

The locations inspected during the site audit included: 

�x West Cliff Coal Preparation Plant (WCCPP): 

�‚ Workshop 

�‚ Coal Preparation Plant (CPP) 

�‚ Pond 3 and 4a 

�‚ Product Coal Bins 

�‚ Water Treatment Plant 

�‚ Operational Purpose Deduction Haul Road Construction 

�‚ drill mud slurry ponds 

�‚ Persoonia hirsuta offset area 

�‚ Emplacement at Stage 3 CWEA 

�‚ Rehabilitation at Stage 2 and Stage 3 CWEA 

�x Appin North: 

�‚ PM10 monitor and meteorological station (WC_Solar P35) 

�‚ Sewage Treatment Plant 

�‚ effluent irrigation area 
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�x Appin West Colliery: 

�‚ effluent irrigation area 

�‚ Mine Water Dam 

�‚ Water Treatment Plan 

�‚ Effluent Ponds, including licensed discharge point (LDP) 39 

�‚ Surface Water Dams No. 1 and No. 2, including LDP23, LDP24, and LDP25 

�‚ Workshop 

�‚ Gas Drainage Plant 

�‚ Shale Sandstone Transition Forest offset 

�x Ventilation Shaft 6, including: 

�‚ offset area 

�‚ Switchyard 

�‚ PM10 monitor (VS6-PF1) 

�x Ventilation Shaft 7/8 construction area: 

�‚ Sediment Dam, including LDP41/42 

�‚ Fenced area for burial of Aboriginal cultural heritage 

�‚ Blast monitor 

�‚ PM10 and meteorological station and (VS8-PF1) 

�‚ Unattended dust/noise monitoring (TED, and FINNS) 

�‚ visual bund construction area on south-west of site 

�‚ fencing around woodland area to the south of the construction area 

�x Appin East Colliery: 

�‚ Diesel tank, including chemical and hydrocarbon storage areas 

�‚ Workshop 

�‚ Stockpile area 

�‚ Settling dam 

�‚ Main dam, including LDP19 and LDP21 

�‚ PM10 (AE-PF1) 

�x Georges River remediation, including: 

�‚ Rock bar (RB) 36, including Pools 35 and 36 

�‚ RB40, including Pools 39 and 40 

�‚ RB45, including Pools 44 and 45 
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2.3. Agency / stakeholder consultation 

The audit team attempted consultation with the following agency and administrative organisations: 

�x DPHI Compliance 

�x Commonwealth Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water (DCCEEW) 

�x NSW Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water (DCCEEW), including the 
following agencies/divisions: 

�‚ Water Group 

�‚ Conservation Programs, Heritage and Regulation, including Heritage NSW 

�x WaterNSW 

�x NSW Environment Protection Authority (EPA) 

�x NSW Resources Regulator 

�x Wollondilly Shire Council (WSC) 

�x Wollongong City Council (WCC) 

�x Campbelltown City Council (Campbelltown CC) 

�x Community Consultative Committee (CCC) Chairperson 

Responses were not received from DCCEEW Water Group, DCCEEW CPHR, WaterNSW, WSC, WCC, 
Campbelltown CC, and CCC Chairperson. 

Agency and administrative organisation responses to the IEA request for input are provided in Table 2.2 and 
Appendix D. 

Table 2.2 Agency and administrative organisation IEA requirements 

Auditor to consider Responses and / or relevant section reference 

DPHI Compliance  

In addition to the consent requirements, please review the 
management of stormwater, noise and traffic. 

Section 3.4.13 

Section 3.4.15 

Section 4.4 

Section 4.7 

Appendix E 

Appendix F 

Appendix H 

NSW RR 

Required that audit provide an assessment of compliance with 
the requirements of Schedule 8A Standard conditions of mining 
leases, Part 2 Standard conditions, as set out in the Mining 
Regulation 2016 and to note observations where rehabilitation 
procedures, practices and outcomes represent best industry 
practice. 

Requested that a copy of the final audit report be sent to the 
NSW RR at nswresourcesregulator@service-now.com  

Section 3.3.6 

Section 3.4.2 

Section 3.4.11 

Section 4.2 

Appendix E 

Appendix I 

NSW EPA 

No comments or concerns were identified. N/A 

WSC 

Management of impacts associated with the Vent Shaft at 
Menangle is of interest to Council and the local community. A 
review of compliance with conditions regarding community 
engagement and management of noise and groundwater 
impacts associated with this facility is requested. 

Section 3.5 

Section 4.5 

Section 4.6 

Section 4.11 

mailto:nswresourcesregulator@service-now.com
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2.4. Audit definitions 

Audit reporting was undertaken generally in accordance with the requirements of the Independent Audit Post 
Approval Requirements (DPIE, 2020). 

Compliant 

The auditor has collected sufficient verifiable evidence to demonstrate that all elements of the requirement 
have been complied with within the scope of the audit. 

Non-compliant 

The auditor has determined that one or more specific elements of the conditions or requirements have not 
been complied with within the scope of the audit. 

In addition, while not required by the Independent Audit Post Approval Requirements (DPIE, 2020), risk 
ratings have also been assigned for non-compliances as identified in Table 2.3. 

Table 2.3 Risk ratings for non-compliances 

Risk level Colour 
code 

Description 

High  Non-compliance, with potential for significant environmental consequences, regardless of the likelihood 
of occurrence. 

Medium  Non-compliance, with: 

�x potential for serious environmental consequences, but is unlikely to occur; or 

�x potential for moderate environmental consequences but is likely to occur. 

Low  Non-compliance, with: 

�x potential for moderate environmental consequences, but is unlikely to occur; or 

�x potential for low environmental consequences but is likely to occur. 

Administrative 
(ANC) 

 Only applied where the non-compliance does not result in any risk of environmental harm (e.g. 
submitting a report to government later than required under approval conditions). 

Not triggered 

A requirement has an activation or timing trigger that has not been met during the temporal scope of the 
audit being undertaken (may be a retrospective or future requirement), therefore an assessment of 
compliance is not relevant. 

Note 

A statement or fact, where no assessment of compliance is required. 

Corrective action (CA) 

Is identified where there is an issue of compliance, and the action needs to be undertaken to close out the 
compliance issue. 

Opportunity for improvement (OFI) 

Has generally been identified where there is not an issue of compliance, but improvements could be made to 
enhance tracking of compliance. 
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3. Audit findings 

3.1. Previous independent audit and status 

Table 3.1 Status of 2022 IEA findings / recommendations 

Condition ID 2022 IEA finding / recommendation 2025 IEA finding Status 

Project approval 08_150  

Schedule 2, 
Condition 1 

R01 It is recommended that items that have the potential to cause contamination 
(such as items containing oil and fuels) should be placed on bunded 
concrete pads that drain to treatment facilities 

All items with the potential to cause contamination were found to be appropriately 
contained and bunded. 

Closed 

Schedule 3, 
Condition 5 

R02 Attach the Seismic Monitoring Annual Reports to Annual Reviews Closed out with ICHPL stating in their audit response table for the 2022 IEA that 
�µSeismic Event Monitoring Reports will be attached to future Annual Reviews or 
the Seismic Event Monitoring Program will be revised to remove this requirement.�¶ 

ICHPL has since updated the monitoring program in January 2023, removing the 
requirements and replacing it with: 

�µA summary of the annual report will be included in the Annual Review for BSO���¶ 

Closed 

 

 

 



 

Project approval MP08_0150 Independent Environmental Audit 2025 1 

3.2. Summary of agency notices, orders, and penalties  

The following were received during the audit period: 

�x ICHPL was issued an official caution letter from the NSW RR on 29 June 2023 (ref: LETT0008297) 
replacing the previously issued caution letter dated 11 April 2023 (ref: LETT0008043). Whilst the letters 
were issued in the audit period, they related to non-compliances identified in the 2022 IEA. As these 
breaches fall outside of the audit period, no non-compliances have been recorded in the 2025 IEA. 

�x A Formal Warning was issued by the EPA on 15 June 2023 in relation to the discharge of turbid water 
from the AMVA Project. This incident was suitably investigated and responded to, with no further action 
deemed by ICHPL deemed necessary. 

�x An Advisory Letter was issued by the Natural Resources Access Regulator (NRAR) on 18 December 
2023 for not recording and reporting water take in accordance with condition MW2339-00001 of Works 
Approval 10WA117285. A review of all water meters was undertaken to identify any additional 
requirements for maintaining logbooks. No further action deemed by ICHPL is deemed necessary. 

3.3. Summary of non-compliances 

The IEA noted that compliance with the conditions of the relevant approvals, licences and leases listed in 
Section 1.3.2 was high, as follows: 

�x MP08_0150: Compliance with approximately 94% of conditions (i.e. 78 of 85 conditions, excluding 
conditions which are notes or were not triggered) (Appendix E of this IEA report). 

�x MP08_0256: Compliance with 100% of conditions (i.e. 6 of 6 conditions, excluding conditions which are 
notes or were not triggered) (Appendix F of this IEA report). 

�x EPBC 2010/5350: Compliance with 100% of conditions (i.e. 50 of 50 conditions [as broken down into 
elements], excluding conditions which are notes or were not triggered) (Appendix G of this IEA report) 

�x EPBC 2010/5722: Compliance 100% of conditions (i.e. 18 of 18 conditions [as broken down into 
elements], excluding conditions which are notes or were not triggered). 

�x EPL 2504: Compliance with approximately 86% of conditions (i.e. 33 of 40 conditions, excluding 
conditions which are notes or were not triggered) (Appendix H of this IEA report). 

�x Standard Conditions (Schedule 8A, Part 2) of the Mining Regulation 2016:  Compliance with 
approximately 93% of conditions (i.e. 25 of 27 conditions, excluding conditions which are notes or were 
not triggered) (Appendix I of this IEA report). 

However, the IEA assessed a total of 15 non-compliances as follows: 

�x MP08_0150, with more detail provided in Section 3.3.1 of this IEA report, non-compliances include:  

�‚ NC01 (Schedule 2, Condition 2) 

�‚ NC02 (Schedule 2, Condition 12) 

�‚ NC03 (Schedule 3, Condition 5) 

�‚ NC04 (Schedule 3, Condition 9) 

�‚ NC05 (Schedule 4, Condition 15) 
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�x EPL 2504, with more detail provided in Section 3.3.5 of this IEA report, non-compliances include:  

�‚ NC06 (Condition L1.1) 

�‚ NC07 (Condition L2.4) 

�‚ NC08 (Condition O1.1) 

�‚ NC09 (Condition O2.1) 

�‚ NC10 (Condition M2.1) 

�‚ NC11 (Condition M2.3) 

�x Mining Leases , with more detailed provided in Section 3.3.6.1, non-compliances include: 

�‚ NC12 (related to CL 388 and MPL 201) 

�‚ NC13 (related to ML 1698) 

�x Standard Conditions, (Schedule 8A, Part 2) of the Mining Regulation 2016, with more detail provided in 
Section 3.3.6.2 of this IEA report, non-compliances include: 

�‚ NC14 (Condition 10[2]) 

�‚ NC15 (Condition 16[3]) 

Associated CAs and OFIs are included in section 5, as relevant. 
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3.3.1. MP08_0150 

Table 3.2 MP08_0150 non-compliances 

Finding 
ID 

Condition Requirement Finding Risk 
rating 

CA or 
OFI 

NC01 Schedule 2 
Condition 2 

The Proponent must carry out the project:  

(a) generally in accordance with the EA, 
Statement of Commitments and PPR;  

(b) in accordance with the conditions of this 
approval; and  

(c) in accordance with any written directions 
of the Planning Secretary.  

Conduct of the audit, including review of documentation, site interviews and site inspection indicate that 
ICHPL is non-compliant with this condition with the following conditions of approval being identified as 
non-compliant: 

�x Schedule 2, Condition 12 (Low) 

�x Schedule 3, Condition 5 (ANC) 

�x Schedule 3, Condition 9 (ANC) 

�x Schedule 4, Condition 15 (Low) 

Low N/A 

NC02 Schedule 2 
Condition 12 

The Proponent shall ensure that all plant 
and equipment used at the site is: 

(a) maintained in a proper and efficient 
condition; and 

(b) operated in a proper and efficient 
manner. 

ICHPL reported a non-compliance in relation to this condition after the NSW EPA identified that the 
pump equipment at the AMVA Project was not operating in a proper and efficient manner during their 
site visit.  

It was found that the Principal Contractor did not adequately supervise the discharge resulting in a 
turbid water discharge exceedance on 19 April 2023. As clean-up activities commenced within a 
reasonable timeframe and response actions were proportionate to the non-compliance, no CA is 
proposed. 

Another self-reported non-compliance in relation to this condition was identified on 18 December 2023, 
with the logbook requirements of works approval 10WA117285 �± Mountbatten not being maintained 
accordingly. As the response included reviewing all water meters to ensure any additional requirements 
needed to maintain logbooks were met, no CA or OFI has been identified. 

Low N/A 

NC03 Schedule 3 
Condition 5  

The Proponent shall prepare and 
implement an Extraction Plan for first and 
second workings within each longwall 
mining domain to the satisfaction of the 
�3�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J���6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�\�« 

�«���Q�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���D���U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O���V�H�L�V�P�L�F���H�Y�H�Q�W��
monitoring program, which has been 
prepared in consultation with DRE, and 
which includes analysis of outcomes and 
proposed triggers for review of potential 
�F�R�U�U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���Z�L�W�K���P�L�Q�L�Q�J���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���« 

The Subsidence Monitoring Program has a groundwater Trigger Action Response Plan (TARP) 
�L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���W�U�L�J�J�H�U�V���I�R�U���µ�L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H���L�Q���Z�D�W�H�U���L�Q�I�O�R�Z���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���J�R�D�I�¶. The 20-day average reached Trigger Level 
3 during LW710A extraction, which requires notification to the former Biodiversity Conservation Division 
(BCD) (now NSW DCCEEW CPHR), former DPE (now the DPHI), NSW RR. However, these 
notifications did not take place.  

The technical conclusions and actions provided by ICHPL on the Trigger Level 3 for the groundwater 
mine inflow TARP are endorsed by the auditor, and do not appear to have an environmental impact.  

Therefore, the administrative non-compliance from not adhering to notification requirements of Trigger 
Level 3 for the groundwater mine inflow TARP is classed as administrative in nature and CA01 
identified. 

ANC CA01 
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Finding 
ID 

Condition Requirement Finding Risk 
rating 

CA or 
OFI 

NC04 Schedule 3 
Condition 9  

The Proponent shall prepare and 
implement a program to improve its 
prediction and understanding of subsidence 
impacts (in particular sub-surface impacts 
and impacts on groundwater resources)�«  

ICHPL committed to complete a review of the Environmental and Subsidence Research Program on 6 
May 2024. Furthermore, section 5 of the Environmental and Subsidence Research Program states the 
document would be reviewed in accordance with Schedule 6, Condition 5. Information provided by 
ICHPL has not been able to demonstrate that a review has occurred during the audit period.  

This has led to the identification of an administrative non-compliance and corresponding CA02 included 
in Section 5.  

ANC CA02 

NC05 Schedule 4 
Condition 15  

The Proponent shall ensure that all surface 
water discharges from the site (including 
from the Brennans Creek Dam) comply with 
the discharge limits (both volume and 
quality) set for the project in any EPL. 

There were four non-compliances in relation to surface water discharge and nine exceedances of 
discharge criteria during the audit period, as discussed in Section 4.5.3. This has resulted in a low risk 
non-compliance. 

As the non-compliances were identified during the audit period, and the incident reporting procedure 
was correctly implemented by ICHPL, no CA or OFI have been deemed necessary. 

Low N/A 

3.3.2. MP08_0256 

As per Schedule 2, Condition 8 of MP08_0150, this approval was surrendered in September 2014 and consolidated into MP08_0150, as documented in the 2022 
IEA (ERM 2022).  

Due to rehabilitation being ongoing, associated conditions remain relevant; however, rehabilitation related to MP08_0150 are covered in the overarching RMP for 
BSO. Therefore, specific reporting against MP08_0150 is not undertaken. 

No non-compliances have been identified against MP08_0150. 

3.3.3. EPBC 2010/5350 

No non-compliances have been identified against EPBC 2010/5350. 

3.3.4. EPBC 2010/5722 

No non-compliances have been identified against EPBC 2010/5722. 
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3.3.5. EPL 2504 

Table 3.3 EPL 2504 non-compliances 

Finding 
ID 

Cond
ition 

Requirement Finding Risk 
rating 

CA or 
OFI 

NC06 L1.1 Except as may be expressly provided in any other condition of this 
licence, the licensee must comply with section 120 of the Protection 
of the Environment Operations Act 1997 (POEO Act). 

Documents reviewed as part of this audit indicate a number of non-compliances with 
relation to water pollution events resulting in a non-compliance with section 120 of the 
POEO Act, as discussed in Section 4.5.3. 

As all instances were suitably investigated and reported on, no CA or OFI has been 
deemed necessary. 

Low N/A 

NC07 L2.4 Water and/or Land Concentration Limits As discussed in Section 4.5.3, there were exceedances of limits for total suspended 
solids (TSS), Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD), zinc, Total Nitrogen, and pH. 

Relevant government agencies were notified of the above exceedances as per the 
requirements specified in EPL 2504 and MP08_0150.  

Given ICHPL followed the incident reporting procedure requirements, and follow-up 
actions were taken to prevent recurrence, this condition has been assessed as a low risk 
non-compliance, with no CA or OFI deemed necessary.  

Low N/A 

NC08 O1.1 Licensed activities must be carried out in a competent manner. 

This includes: 

a) the processing, handling, movement and storage of materials 
and substances used to carry out the activity; and 

b) the treatment, storage, processing, reprocessing, transport and 
disposal of waste generated by the activity. 

ICHPL reported a non-compliance in relation to this condition after the NSW EPA 
identified that the pump equipment at the AMVA Project was not operating in a proper 
and efficient manner during their site visit.  

It was found that the Principal Contractor did not adequately supervise the discharge 
resulting in a turbid water discharge exceedance on 19 April 2023. As clean-up activities 
commenced within a reasonable timeframe and response actions were proportionate to 
the non-compliance, no CA is proposed. 

Low N/A 

NC09 O2.1 All plant and equipment installed at the premises or used in 
connection with the licensed activity: 

a) must be maintained in a proper and efficient condition; and 

b) must be operated in a proper and efficient manner. 

ICHPL made a self-reported non-compliance with respect to this condition as reported 
under O1.1. As the proceeding corrective actions undertaken by ICHPL were 
proportionate, no additional CA has been identified.  

Low N/A 

NC10 M2.1 For each monitoring/discharge point or utilisation area specified 
below (by a point number), the licensee must monitor (by sampling 
and obtaining results by analysis) the concentration of each 
pollutant specified in Column 1. The licensee must use the sampling 
method, units of measure, and sample at the frequency, specified 
opposite in the other columns: 

During the audit period monitoring was generally completed at the required frequency, 
using the method and units of measure specified, with the exception one instance on 21 
May 2024 in which a water sample collected at LDP23 was not analysed for BOD, 
resulting in an administrative non-compliance. The NSW EPA was notified of this error by 
ICHPL.  

Given the non-compliance has already been identified during the audit period, and that 
the incident reporting procedure was correctly followed, no CA or OFI deemed necessary. 

ANC N/A 

NC11 M2.3 Water and/ or Land Monitoring Requirements Refer to discussion Condition M2.1 ANC N/A 
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3.3.6. Leases 

3.3.6.1. Mining Leases 

Table 3.4 Mining leases non-compliances 

Finding 
ID 

Requirement Finding Risk 
rating 

CA or 
OFI 

CL 388 and MPL 201  

NC12 Payment of levies in accordance 
with Section 292C(3) of the 
Mining Act 1992. 

It was identified in March 2025 that the Annual Rent and Levy Notices for CL 388 and MPL 201 were not paid within the allocated 
timeframe due to an administrative error. As the payments were subsequently expedited following identification of the error no CA or 
OFI has been identified. 

ANC N/A 

ML 1698 

NC13 Conduct of activities not listed in 
lease issued under Mining Act 
1992. 

It was identified on 30 September 2024 that gas was extracted from ML 1698 between February and May 2024 when petroleum was 
not listed as a Mineral of interest. While there was no restriction within ML 1698 to prevent coal mining, and in particular the 
development of Razorback roadways, gas extraction and utilisation was not an approved activity within ML 1698. Petroleum has 
since been added to the mining lease and no further CA or OFI is deemed necessary. 

ANC N/A 

3.3.6.2. Standard Conditions (Schedule 8A, Part 2) of the Mining Regulation 2016 

Table 3.5 Standard Conditions (Schedule 8A, Part 2) of the Mining Regulation 2016 non-compliances 

Finding 
ID 

Condition Requirement Finding Risk 
rating 

CA or 
OFI 

NC14 10(2) If a rehabilitation outcome document has not been approved by the 
Secretary, the holder of the mining lease must include a proposed 
version of the document. 

The proposed Completion Criteria Statement is with the NSW RR for approval, 
following the refusal of the March 2025 statement (ref: RCC0001063). This 
document is not currently appended to the RMP, constituting an administrative non-
compliance, and the identification of CA03. 

ANC CA03 

NC15 16(3) If a document is published on the website of the holder of the 
mining lease, the holder must ensure that it is published�²  

a) for a rehabilitation management plan�² within 14 days after it is 
prepared or amended, or 

b) for a forward program or an annual rehabilitation report�² within 
14 days after it is given to the Secretary or amended. 

On 2 December 2022 it was identified that the Forward Program was not uploaded 
on the Project website within the required timeframe resulting in an administrative 
non-compliance. As the document has since been published on the website and no 
repeat incident of this nature have occurred since, no CA or OFI has been identified. 

Currently approved documents are available on the website and email 
correspondence confirms their upload within the required timeframes. 

ANC N/A 
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3.4. Adequacy of any strategies / plans, programs and compliance 
documents 

3.4.1. Environmental Management Strategy 

The EMS (v2, dated December 2024) has been prepared and implemented in accordance with Schedule 6, 
Condition 1 of MP08_0150. 

The EMS has been revised once during the audit period, primarily to account for administrative changes, 
including an update to the organisation referenced (i.e. replacing South32 with GM3 as well as the removal 
of South32 logos and updating links). 

There were no issues identified during the audit (i.e. documentary review, site inspection, and interviews) 
necessitating revision to the EMS (Version 2, dated December 2024), which was confirmed to be available 
on the Project website. 

3.4.2. Rehabilitation Management Plan 

The RMP (v2, dated June 2025) has been prepared and implemented in accordance with Schedule 4, 
Condition 33 of MP08_0150. 

The RMP has been revised three times during the audit period, with: 

�x v1.1 (dated 30 June 2023) to reflect an update of ROBJ and FLRP following feedback from Resources 
Regulator, as well as an update to final land uses and provide a general update. 

�x v2 (dated 15 September 2023) for the inclusion of approved Rehabilitation Objectives 

�x v3 (dated 27 June 2025) to update the document in accordance with the transition from South32 to GM3 
as well as include Completion Criteria, revised risk assessment and address findings of Targeted 
Assessment Program �± Revegetation 

There were no issues during the audit (i.e. documentary review, site inspection and interviews) necessitating 
revision to the RMP, which was confirmed to be available on the Project website.  

3.4.3. Traffic Management Plan  

The TMP (v2, dated May 2025) has been prepared and implemented in accordance with Schedule 4, 
Condition 26 of MP08_0150. 

The TMP has been revised twice during the audit period, as follows: 

�x v1 (dated March 2023): Updated following the approval of Modification 3, and providing feedback on 
comments from the former Department of Planning and Environment (DPE) (now the DPHI). 

�x v2 (dated May 2025): Updated with administrative changes and to reflect organisational changes from 
South32 to GM3, as well as background information for Modification 5, and updates to AMVA Project 
text. 

There were no issues identified during the audit (i.e. documentary review, site inspection and interviews) 
necessitating revision to the TMP, which was confirmed to be available on the Project website.  
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3.4.4. Gas Drainage Management Plan 

The GDMP (v7, dated November 2024) has been prepared and implemented in accordance with Schedule 
4, Condition 21. 

The GDMP was revised twice during the audit period: 

�x v6 (dated March 2024) for a general update 

�x v7 (dated November 2024) (current version) to account for administrative changes, including the 
transition to GM3 and updating links and logos as well as a general update. 

There were no issues identified during the audit (i.e. documentary review, site inspection and interviews) 
necessitating revision to the GDMP, which was confirmed to be available on the Project website 

3.4.5. Coal Wash Emplacement Area Management Plan 

The CWEAMP (v6, dated 29 January 2025) has been prepared in accordance with Schedule 4, 
Condition 17. 

The plan was revised once during the audit period (v6) for amendments made regarding heritage site 
management, inclusion of revised Stage 3 plans, the removal of operational requirements incorporated into 
site documentation, general update, inclusion of feedback from stakeholder consultation, inclusion of 
baseline information, update of biodiversity monitoring methodology and the inclusion of post-clearance 
report. 

There were no issues identified during the audit (i.e. documentary review, site inspection and interviews) 
necessitating revision to the GDMP, which was confirmed to be available on the Project website. 

3.4.6. Surface Activities Management Plan 

The SAMP (v2, dated November 2024) has been prepared in accordance with Schedule 4, Condition 22. 

The SAMP was revised twice during the audit period; once in January 2023 following the approval of MOD 3 
and another in November 2024 to reflect the transition to GM3 and a general update. The plan has been 
prepared and implemented in accordance with Schedule 4 Condition 22 and 22A.  

Conduct of the audit (i.e. documentary review, site inspection and interviews) did not identify any significant 
issues with regards to the management plan, with no non-compliances or reported incidents. 

No revision to the SAMP has been deemed necessary. 

3.4.7. Ventilation and Access Project Construction Environmental Management Plan 
(CEMP) 

The CEMP (v3, dated 25 March 2025) has been prepared in accordance with Schedule 4A, Condition 11. 
The CEMP has been revised three times during the audit period: 

�x v1( dated 16 January 2022) was for the incorporation and response to DPHI feedback 

�x v2( dated 15 October 2024) was to account for the increased blasting hours and frequency approved by 
MOD 6. 

�x v3 (dated 25 March 2025) was revised for the further approval obtained regarding 24/7 blasting hours 
and the addition a layout plan in Appendix 3. 

Conduct of the audit (i.e. documentary review, site inspection and interviews) did not identify any significant 
issues with regards to the management plan, with no non-compliances or reported incidents. 

No revision to the CEMP has been deemed necessary. 
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3.4.8. Waste Management Plan 

The Waste MP (v2, dated November 2022) has been prepared and implemented in accordance with 
Schedule 4, Condition 29 of MP08_0150. The Waste MP was revised following approval of Modification 3 
and a new revision was prepared and lodged to the Department on 7 October 2025. At the time of this audit 
the revised Waste MP is currently awaiting approval.  

Conduct of the audit (i.e. documentary review, site inspection and interviews) did not identify any significant 
issues with regards to the Waste MP, which was confirmed to be available on the Project website.  

3.4.9. BSO Environmental and Subsidence Research Program 

Conditions 9 and 10 of Schedule 3 state: 

�µThe Proponent shall prepare and implement a program to improve its prediction and understanding of 
subsidence impacts (in particular sub-surface impacts and impacts on groundwater resources), to the 
satisfaction of the Planning Secretary.�¶  

The BSO Environmental and Subsidence Research Program was originally prepared in 2012 and was most 
recently revised on 6 May 2021 (v1.1), with approval from the Planning Secretary sighted during the audit.  

The BSO Environmental and Subsidence Research Program (v1.1, 6/05/2021) indicates the next review was 
required in May 2024, which does not appear to have been conducted.  

It is noted that Schedule 3, Condition 10 requires the environmental research program to be implemented 
over a seven year period which would have ended in 2019, prior to this audit period.  

The BSO Environmental and Subsidence Research Program includes research projects from pre-2012 to 
planned completion in 2024. Research relevant to the BSO during the audit period included: 

�x Subsidence Modelling and Predictive Tools:  The influence of steep slopes on subsidence 
movements and impacts at Razorback 

�x Groundwater Response to Mining : Ongoing groundwater installation and monitoring in the BSO area 
and Nepean River providing for groundwater model updates 

�x Impact Monitoring and Prediction Tools : Ongoing use of remote sensing techniques to measure 
subsidence, specifically Appin ALS (Lidar), in an attempt to improve precision of Lidar subsidence 
measurement. 

�x Subsidence Impact Mitigation and Rehabilitation:  �/�L�W�W�O�H�M�R�K�Q�¶�V���7�U�H�H���)�U�R�J���I�L�H�O�G���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���D�Q�G���*�H�R�U�J�H�V��
River rehabilitation techniques 

�x �$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D�Q���&�R�D�O���,�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\�¶�V���5�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���3�U�R�J�U�D�P voluntary levy contributions 

The audit interviews found additional research that should be included in the updated BSO Environmental 
and Subsidence Research Program includes the following additional research projects: 

�x subsidence monitoring within Global Navigation Satellite Systems (GNSS) units 

�x mining under steep slopes  

�x assessment of caving and conductivity above LW711 with pre and post caving boreholes 

BSO has conducted and/or contributed to funding of a substantial volume of research over the years since 
2012. However, there is opportunity for the BSO to invest in further research in the Appin area, particularly 
with subsidence predictions related to the increasing depth of cover, the requirements of Conditions 9 and 10 
of Schedule 3 are compliant. 

Conduct of the audit (i.e. documentary review, site inspection and interviews) did not identify any significant 
issues with regards to the BSO Environmental and Subsidence Research Program (v1.1, 6/05/2021), which 
was confirmed to be available on the Project website. 
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An ANC has occurred with the review of the BSO Environmental Research Program not being conducted as 
proposed for May 2024, leading to the identification of CA02. 

3.4.10. BSO Regional Seismic Event Monitoring Program  

The BSO Regional Seismic Event Monitoring Program (RSEMP) document was originally prepared in July 
2021, with an update in January 2023 (v1.1). Schedule 3, Condition 5(n) states:  

(n) include a regional seismic event monitoring program, which has been prepared in consultation with DRE, 
and which includes analysis of outcomes and proposed triggers for review of potential correlations with 
mining operations;  

Documentary review confirms the analysis of seismic events includes all felt events and assesses their 
correlations with mining operations, with the results reported in Annual Reviews.  

Therefore, compliance with the requirements of Schedule 3, Condition 5 has been confirmed. Conduct of the 
audit (i.e. documentary review, site inspection and interviews) did not identify any significant issues with 
regards to the BSO RSEMP (v1.1, January 2023),  

Whilst the requirements of Schedule 3, Condition 5(n) has been generally met and conduct of the audit (i.e. 
documentary review, site inspection and interviews) did not identify any significant issues with regards to the 
BSO RSEMP (v1.1, January 2023). 

3.4.11. Georges River Remediation Plan 

The GRRP was originally prepared in 2016 upon completion of LW38, with subsequent updates in late 2016, 
2018, 2019, 2020, and 2023.  

This audit considers the rehabilitation approach in the GRRP to be consistent with restoring the subsidence 
impacts to negligible. The GRRP clearly outlines a plan for the remediation methodology and schedule of 
priority for the RBs and associated pools to be remediated, noting there may be environmental delays.  

3.4.12. Appin Mine Areas 7 and 9 Longwalls 709 to 711 and 905 Extraction Plan 

The main EP document (v2, dated July 2022) was prepared outside of the audit period. The EP includes a 
series of appendices, which address the requirement of Schedule 3, Condition 5. These are expanded upon 
in Sections 3.4.12.1 to 3.4.12.8. 

3.4.12.1. Appendix A2 �± Subsidence Predictions and Impact Assessments LW710a and LW711 

The subsidence predictions and impact assessment for LWs 709, 710A, 710B, 711 and 905 was last 
updated in May 2021, outside of this current audit period and so the preparation of the document is not part 
of this audit. The LW panels extracted during this period include LW905 and LW710. The subsidence 
impacts assessment was implemented and used as the baseline for expected subsidence impacts in the 
EoP assessments and reports. 

There were no significant issues identified with the implementation of the subsidence impacts assessment. 
However, OFI03 is identified in relation to the EoP reports where the conventional subsidence is greater than 
predicted outside the panel edge and likely due to the increasing overburden depth with limited experience in 
this area (e.g. Indara Razorback complex from LW905 extraction, Cross line 1 Lidar after LW709 and 
LW710A extraction, Gibraltar Drive after 710A).  
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3.4.12.2. Appendix B �± Subsidence Monitoring Program 

The preparation of the Appin Mine Areas 7 and 9 Longwalls 709 to 711 and 905 EP Subsidence Monitoring 
Program in accordance with requirements of MP08_0150 was considered in the 2022 IEA. The audit 
confirmed the Appin Mine Areas 7 and 9 Longwalls 709 to 711 and 905 EP Subsidence Monitoring Program 
(v2, dated October 2022) was implemented during the audit period. 

Conduct of the audit (i.e. documentary review, site inspection and interviews) did not identify any significant 
issues with regards to the Appin Mine Areas 7 and 9 Longwalls 709 to 711 and 905 Extraction Plan 
Subsidence Monitoring Program (v2, dated October 2022), which was confirmed to be available on the 
Project website. 

3.4.12.3. Appendix C �± WMP 

The preparation of the Appendix C �± WMP (v2, October 2022) in accordance with requirements of 
MP08_0150 was considered in the 2022 IEA. This audit confirmed the Appendix C �± WMP (v2, October 
2022) was implemented during the audit period. 

Surface water and groundwater performance reporting is included in Appendix D of each of the End of Panel 
reports relevant to the audit period. Review of the reports indicates that monitoring has been completed in 
accordance with the requirements included in the EP and that there were no exceedances of performance 
measures during the audit period.  

Conduct of the audit (i.e. documentary review, site inspection and interviews) did not identify any significant 
issues with regards to the Appendix C �± WMP (v2, October 2022), which was confirmed to be available on 
the Project website. It was noted that there was a failure to adhere to the notification protocols provided by 
the groundwater mine inflow TARP. This has led to the identification of an administrative non-compliance 
and CA01, with further detail provided in Appendix E. 

3.4.12.4. Appendix D �± BMP 

The preparation of the Appendix D �± BMP (v1.1, October 2021) in accordance with requirements of 
MP08_0150 was considered in the 2022 IEA. This audit confirmed the Appendix D �± BMP (v1.1, October 
2021) was implemented during the audit period. 

Conduct of the audit (i.e. documentary review, site inspection and interviews) did not identify any significant 
issues with regards to the Appendix D �± BMP (v1.1, October 2021), which was confirmed to be available on 
the Project website. 

3.4.12.5. Appendix E �± Land Management Plan 

The preparation of the Appendix E �± LMP (v1.2 dated July 2022) in accordance with requirements of 
MP08_0150 was considered in the 2022 IEA. This audit confirmed the Appendix E �± LMP (v1.2 dated July 
2022) was implemented during the audit period. 

Conduct of the audit (i.e. documentary review, site inspection and interviews) did not identify any significant 
issues with regards to the Appendix E �± LMP (v1.2 dated July 2022), which was confirmed to be available on 
the Project website.  

3.4.12.6. Appendix F �± Heritage Management Plan 

The preparation of the Appendix F �± HMP (v1.1 dated October 2021) in accordance with requirements of 
MP08_0150 was considered in the 2022 IEA. This audit confirmed the Appendix F �± HMP (v1.1 dated 
October 2021) was implemented during the audit period. 
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Conduct of the audit (i.e. documentary review, site inspection and interviews) did not identify any significant 
issues with regards to the Appendix F �± HMP (v1.1 dated October 2021), which was confirmed to be 
available on the Project website.  

3.4.12.7. Appendix G �± Public Safety Management Plan (PSMP)  

The preparation of the Appendix G �± PSMP (v1.2, July 2022) in accordance with requirements of 
MP08_0150 was considered in the 2022 IEA. This audit confirmed the Appendix G �± PSMP (v1.2, July 2022) 
was implemented during the audit period. 

Conduct of the audit (i.e. documentary review, site inspection and interviews) did not identify any significant 
issues with regards to the Appendix G �± PSMP (v1.2, July 2022), which was confirmed to be available on the 
Project website.  

3.4.12.8. Appendix H �± Built Features Management Plan (BFMP)  

The preparation of the Appendix H �± BFMP (v1.2, July 2022) in accordance with requirements of 
MP08_0150 was considered in the 2022 IEA. This audit confirmed the Appendix H �± BFMP (v1.2, July 2022) 
was implemented during the audit period. 

Conduct of the audit (i.e. documentary review, site inspection and interviews) did not identify any significant 
issues with regards to the Appendix H �± BFMP (v1.2, July 2022), which was confirmed to be available on the 
Project website.  

3.4.13. Water Management Plan 

The WMP (v2.1, dated May 2025) has been prepared and implemented in accordance with Schedule 4, 
Condition 16 of MP08_0150. The WMP was revised three times during the audit period, as follows: 

�x v1 (dated December 2022): Updated Project water balance, inclusion of new licence discharge points 
(LDPs), updated information on water treatment plant (WTP), removal of groundwater monitoring 
requirement, updates to reflect approval of Modification 5, and providing feedback on comments from the 
former Department of Planning and Environment (DPE) (now the DPHI). 

�x v2 (dated January 2025): Incorporation of FY23 water balance data, LDP for North Cliff Mine Site (no 
longer operational), updates to WTP text, administrative changes and to reflect organisational changes 
from South32 to GM3, and updated links. This revision was undertaken in consultation with the former 
DPE Water (now the NSW DCCEEW Water Group). 

�x v2.1 (dated May 2025): Minor administrative changes. 

Conduct of the audit (i.e. documentary review, site inspection, and interviews) did not identify any significant 
issues with regards to the  WMP (v2.1, dated May 2025), which was confirmed to be available on the Project 
website. 

3.4.14. Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Management Plan 

The AQGHGMP (v4, dated December 2024) has been prepared and implemented in accordance with 
Schedule 4, Condition 12 of MP08_0150.  
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The AQGHGMP was revised three times during the audit period, as follows: 

�x v2 (dated January 2023): Updated following approval of Modification 3, including addressing EPA 
comments, and addressing initial feedback from and Technical Review by the former DPE (now the 
DPHI). 

�x v3 (dated May 2024): General revisions, as well as updates related to continuous and periodic emission 
monitoring. 

�x v4 (dated December 2024): Updated with administrative changes and to reflect organisational changes 
from South32 to GM3, updated links, inclusion of climate-related disclosure requirements, and inclusion 
of DustTrak at the AMVA Project. 

The audit determined a proactive system is in place which includes a subscription to early warning weather 
system. Information in the AQGHGMP has been communicated to relevant staff and compliant records 
suggest that ICHPL had effectively managed air quality. 

There were no issues identified during the audit (i.e. documentary review, site inspection, and interviews) 
necessitating revision to the AQGHGMP (v4, dated December 2024), which was confirmed to be available 
on the Project website. 

3.4.15. Noise Management Plan 

The NMP (v3, dated December 2024) has been prepared and implemented in accordance with Schedule 4, 
Condition 5 of MP08_0150. The NMP was revised twice during the audit period, as follows: 

�x v2 (dated November 2022): Updated following approval of Modification, including feedback from the 
former DPE (now the DPHI). 

�x v3 (dated December 2024): Updated with administrative changes and to reflect organisational changes 
from South32 to GM3, updated links, and updates to noise monitoring locations for the AMVA Project 
and inclusion of winder alarm investigation outcomes. 

The revisions to the NMP during the audit period were undertaken in with consultation with the EPA and 
Wollondilly Shire Council, and was approved by the DPHI.  

BSO has considered all feasible and reasonable noise mitigation measures, including Best Management 
Practice and/or Best Available Technology Economically Achievable. Measures include site -specific 
strategies, proactive communication and noise reduction programs.  

There were no issues identified during the audit (i.e. documentary review, site inspection, and interviews) 
necessitating revision to the NMP (v3, dated December 2024), which was confirmed to be available on the 
Project website. 

3.4.16. Heritage Management Plan 

The HMP (Version 2, dated May 2025) has been prepared in accordance with Schedule 4, Condition 24, 
covering both Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal Heritage. There is a variety of relevant sub-plans which further 
impose management requirements for heritage, with heritage also covered in the relevant Extraction Plan, 
Coal Wash Emplacement Area Management Plan, Gas Drainage Management Plan and Surface Activities 
Management Plan. 

The HMP has been revised once during the audit period to include the AMVA Project, updated Conservation 
Management Plan (CMP) for the Mountbatten Group, updated consultation and responses and provide a 
general update. 

There were no compliance issues identified during the audit (i.e. documentary review, site inspection and 
interviews); however, OFI06 has been identified for the inclusion of updated non-Aboriginal heritage figure, 
such an inclusion would not require department approval. 
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3.4.17. Persoonia hirsuta OMP 

The audit confirmed the Persoonia hirsuta OMP (v2, dated May 2025) has been prepared and implemented 
in accordance with Condition 2 of EPBC 2010/5350.  

Revisions to the Persoonia hirsuta OMP (v2, dated May 2025) included updates with administrative changes 
and to reflect organisational changes from South32 to GM3, updated links, general updates (including 
updates to research undertaken and to reflect recent data). In addition, the revisions included addition of Cth 
management plan requirements (Appendix 3) and information on translocations undertaken (Appendix 4). 

Condition reports associated with the Persoonia hirsuta OMP (v2, dated May 2025) were submitted in 2023 
and 2024 as required during the audit period, while monitoring for 2025 had not been completed at the time 
of this audit. The latest monitoring results from December 2024 indicate the overall health and size of the 
core population of the species is within expected parameters.  

There were no issues during the audit (i.e. documentary review, site inspection and interviews) necessitating 
revision to the Persoonia hirsuta OMP (v2, dated May 2025), which was confirmed to be available on the 
Project website. 

3.4.18. AMP for Water Sensitive EPBC Act Listed Species 

The audit confirmed the Adaptive Management Plan (AMP) for Water Sensitive EPBC Listed Species (v1.2, 
dated October 2024) has been prepared and implemented in accordance with Condition 8 of 
EPBC 2010/5350. The AMP for Water Sensitive EPBC Listed Species was revised twice during the audit 
period, as follows: 

�x v1 (dated February 2024): General update in accordance with three-yearly review period, with updates 
being: 

�‚ inclusion of roles and responsibilities 

�‚ removal of reference to change from the former Threatened Species Act 1995 (NSW) to the 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 (NSW) 

�‚ revision of relevant standards and inclusion of mining leases 

�‚ reference to the Appin Mine Areas 7 and 9 Longwalls 709 to 711 and 905 Extraction Plan (v1.2, 
dated July 2022) 

�‚ for figures and plans with updated species records 

�‚ revision of monitoring in Nepean River, which was reduced as mining operations moved away from 
the Nepean River 

�‚ progress of WTP and Georges River subsidence remediation 

�‚ remediation methodologies for subsidence impact 

�‚ inclusion of new LDPs and water quality limits 

�‚ Inclusion of reference to AMVA Project and Annual Rehabilitation Report 

�x v1.1 (dated July 2024): Updated to address comments from the Cth DCCEEW (dated 15 May 2024 and 
18 July 2024). 

�x v1.2 (dated October 2024): Updated with administrative changes and to reflect organisational changes 
from South32 to GM3. 

There were no issues during the audit (i.e. documentary review, site inspection and interviews) necessitating 
revision to the AMP for Water Sensitive EPBC Listed Species (v1.2, dated October 2024), which was 
confirmed to be available on the Project website.  
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3.4.19. Broad Headed Snake and Southern Brown Bandicoot Management Plan  

The audit confirmed the Broad-headed Snake and Southern Brown Bandicoot Management Plan (v2, dated 
30/01/2025) has been prepared and implemented in accordance with Condition 7 of EPBC 2010/5350. The 
Broad-headed Snake and Southern Brown Bandicoot Management Plan was updated during the audit period 
as part of a scheduled review, with additional detail provided in relation to a Broad-headed Snake sighting 
and the results of agency consultation.  

There were no issues during the audit (i.e. documentary review, site inspection and interviews) necessitating 
revision to the Broad-headed Snake and Southern Brown Bandicoot Management Plan (v2, dated 
30/01/2025), which was confirmed to be available on the Project website. 

3.4.20. Georges River Aquatic Health Monitoring Program 

The audit confirmed the Georges River Aquatic Health Monitoring Program (v2, dated January 2024) has 
been prepared and implemented in accordance with the requirements of Special Condition 3, which was 
formerly included in EPL 2504 (removed from EPL 2504 in the November 2021 variation). 

The Georges River Aquatic Health Monitoring Program (v2, dated January 2024) was subject to general 
updates during the audit period.  

There were no issues during the audit (i.e. documentary review, site inspection and interviews) necessitating 
revision to the Georges River Aquatic Health Monitoring Program (v2, dated January 2024), which was 
confirmed to be available on the Project website. 

3.4.21. Shale Sandstone Transition Forest OMP 

The audit confirmed the Shale Sandstone Transition Forest OMP (v2, dated November 2024) has been 
prepared and implemented in accordance with the requirements of Conditions 4 and 5 of EPBC 2010/5350 
The Shale Sandstone Transition Forest OMP was revised during the audit period with administrative 
changes, and to reflect organisational changes from South32 to GM3. 

There were no issues during the audit (i.e. documentary review, site inspection and interviews) necessitating 
revision to the Shale Sandstone Transition Forest OMP (v2, dated November 2024), which was confirmed to 
be available on the Project website. 

3.4.22. Ventilation Shaft 6 BOS 

The audit confirmed the Ventilation Shaft 6 BOS (v2.1, dated February 2025) has been prepared and 
implemented in accordance with the requirements of Schedule 4, Condition 35 of MP08_0150. The 
Ventilation Shaft 6 BOS was revised during the audit period with administrative changes, and to reflect 
organisational changes from South32 to GM3. 

There were no issues during the audit (i.e. documentary review, site inspection and interviews) necessitating 
revision to the Ventilation Shaft 6 BOS (v2.1, dated February 2025), which was confirmed to be available on 
the Project website. 

3.4.23. Biodiversity Offset Strategy Illawarra Metallurgical Coal 

The audit confirmed the Biodiversity Offset Strategy Illawarra Metallurgical Coal (v3.2, dated October 2023) 
has been prepared and implemented in accordance with the requirements of Schedule 4, Condition 18 of 
MP08_0150.  
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The Biodiversity Offset Strategy Illawarra Metallurgical Coal was revised twice during the audit period, as 
follows: 

�x v3 (dated September 2023): Updated to reflect subsidence management plan approval conditions 
(associated with Dendrobium Mine, not associated with MP08_0150). 

�x v3.1 (dated October 2023): Updated to include agency feedback. 

�x v3.2 (dated October 2023): Updates in relation to magnitude of upland swamp offset (associated with 
Dendrobium Mine, not associated with MP08_0150). 

There were no issues during the audit (i.e. documentary review, site inspection and interviews) necessitating 
revision to the Biodiversity Offset Strategy Illawarra Metallurgical Coal (v3.2, dated October 2023), which 
was confirmed to be available on the Project website. 

3.4.24. Biodiversity Management Plan 

The audit confirmed the BMP (v3, dated May 2025) has been prepared and implemented in accordance with 
the requirements of Schedule 4, Condition 36 of MP08_0150, and Conditions 2 (requirement for a BOS) and 
3 (requirement for a Vegetation Management Plan) of EPBC 2010/5350. The BMP was revised during the 
audit period with administrative changes to reflect organisational changes from South32 to GM3, and with 
general updates (i.e. removal of section 11 �± Other Projects, due to no longer being relevant). This revision 
included consultation with relevant agencies. 

There were no issues during the audit (i.e. documentary review, site inspection and interviews) necessitating 
revision to the BMP (v3, dated May 2025), which was confirmed to be available on the Project website. 

3.5. Complaints and reportable incidents 

3.5.1. Complaints 

Review of complaints data for the audit period indicate a decrease in the volume of complaints received over 
the audit period, with a total of 19 complaints received during the audit period.  

There were 2 complaints received in 2024 achieving a ~83.3% decrease compared to the 12 received in 
2023 (the only full reporting years covered by the audit). A total of 4 complaints have been received in 2025 
to date. The predominant type of complaint over the audit period have been received in relation to traffic / 
road safety. 

Majority of the complaints received in the 2022 IEA were in relation to exploration activities occurring in a 
short period during late 2020/early 2021, in particular, regarding the associated noise and lighting. These 
issues were not identified to have been ongoing for this audit period. 

With consideration to the above, there has been limited complaints received during the audit period in 
relation to these aspects, with majority of the complaints received in relation to traffic/road safety (Table 3.6). 

 

 

 

 

Table 3.6 Total complaints by reporting period during the audit period 
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Reporting period Type of complaint 

Noise / 
blasting 

Odour Dust Traffic / 
road s afety  

Other 
issues 

Total 

12 November �± 31 
December 20221 

Number 0 0 0 0 1 1 

Percentage 0% 0% 0% 0% 100% N/A 

2023  Number 1 0 1 8 2 12 

Percentage ~8.3% 0% ~8.3% ~66.7% ~16.7% N/A 

2024  Number 0 0 1 1 0 2 

Percentage 0% 0% 50% 50% 0% N/A 

1 January �± 30 
September 2025 

Number 2 0 1 1 0 4 

Percentage 50% 0% 25% 25% 0% N/A 

1) A total of 3 complaints were received during the 2022 reporting period, of which 1 related to consent not being 
granted (other) (~33.3%), 1 related to traffic/road safety (~33.3%), and 1 related to staff congregating on private 
property (other) (~33.3%). 

All complaints received were documented accordingly, with the response and associated actions 
proportionate. Review of documentation and conduct of the audit interviews indicate ICHPL is responsive to 
complaints, with investigations occurring to verify the complaint and ensure that ICHPL�¶�V��standards and 
requirements are being implemented.  

Reporting indicated that majority of complaints are regarding traffic and road use, with particular concern 
over driving behaviour and conduct. ICHPL has consistently investigated and responded to complaints, with 
their Drivers Code of Conduct emphasised to employees and contractors. 

3.5.2. Reportable incidents under the Protection of the Environment Operations Act 
1997 

There were two reportable incidents during the audit period in relation to water pollution and air quality. All 
instances were reported accordingly, including notification to the EPA. 

Two water related incidents were reported during the audit period:  

�x An uncontrolled discharge of turbid waters on 20 April 2023, and 

�x A solcenic fluid spill on 14 August 2024.  

Evidence of correspondence with agencies (i.e. the DPHI and/or the EPA, as relevant) was provided for both 
incidents and included the details required under relevant conditions (i.e. Schedule 6, Condition 7 of 
MP08_0150, and Condition R2.2 of EPL 2504). 

Review of supporting documents related to the incidents indicates that incident reporting procedures 
specified in the WMP were followed correctly. The incidents do not appear to have resulted in environmental 
harm.  

ICHPL also reported in the Annual Review for FY23 that there was a missed PIRMP test following an earlier 
discharge incident occurring on 19 April 2023, with the test required to be undertaken within one month of 
the incident, however the missed test was not identified until 16 June 2023. As this was reported to the EPA, 
a PIRMP test was subsequently undertaken and the non-compliance is not specific to any condition 
assessed by this IEA, no further commentary or consideration is provided in relation to this matter in this 
report. 
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4. Environmental performance 
BSO demonstrated a high level of environmental performance during the audit period and site inspection. 
This was demonstrated in the general lack of exceedances of relevant criteria in MP08_0150 (Section 3.3.1 
and Appendix E), MP08_0256 (Section 3.3.2 and Appendix F), EPBC 2010/5350 (Section 3.3.3 and 
Appendix G) and EPBC 2010/5722 (Section 3.3.4), EPL 2504 (Section 3.3.5 and Appendix H), and the 
Standard Conditions (Schedule 8A, Part 2) of the Mining Regulation 2016 (Section 3.3.6 and Appendix I), 
and through observations made during the site inspection (Appendix J) and site interviews.  

4.1. General environmental management 

The following general observations were made based on evidence from the site interviews supported by 
onsite inspection: 

�x equipment lay down areas are tidy and free of contamination   

�x the workshop was free of spills and was tidy and well organised  

�x oil recycling areas and wash down area were in good condition and tidy  

�x weed management was being implemented accordingly   

A review of sample inspection logs, equipment audits, service reports, sample work orders, calibration 
sheets and tracking logs has indicated that plant and equipment are generated maintained and operated in a 
proper and efficient condition and manner.  

Other observations during conduct of the audit, including the site inspection and interviews, is provided in 
Sections 4.2 to 4.14. 

4.2. Mine subsidence and remediation   

4.2.1. Georges River remediation 

The GRRP was implemented during the audit period. Audit interviews indicate grout curtains with 2 m 
spaced boreholes to depths of 5 m, and 0.5 m spacing to depths of 2 m were used to remediate the mining 
induced cracking in the rockbars. Up to three grout curtains were used in an individual rockbar. Monitoring 
includes piezometers and flow monitors and visual estimates where monitoring could not be installed. 
Monitoring locations were sighted, and monitoring was being actively undertaken, during the site audit. 

Remediation efforts commenced in FY24 after finalisation of land access agreements and onboarding a 
contractor capable of undertaking the works, with efforts continuing throughout FY25. As the remediation 
works were completed in FY24, and betweem January and June 2025, effectiveness of the remediation is 
not yet able to be confirmed, with a year of monitoring is required to confirm the effectiveness of the 
remediation efforts 

During the audit site inspection, RB36 (including Pools 35 and 36), RB40 (including Pools 39 and 40), and 
RB45 (including Pools 44 and 45) were inspected. The remediation of the pools is promising, although as 
stated in the audit interviews, the full year of monitoring is required to understand the effectiveness of the 
rehabilitation in a dry period. Therefore, the effectiveness of the remediation will need to be assessed in the 
next audit period.  
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The GRRP indicates Pools 38, 39, 44, 56, 57 are to be a focus for remediation; however, no reporting of 
remediation of these pools is provided in the Annual Rehabilitation reports for FY24 and FY25. Conduct of 
the audit interviews indicated these pools were not specifically rehabilitated as the adjacent RBs were the 
focus of the remediation, with the view that the rehabilitation of the RBs would remediate the pools. The 
continued monitoring of the impacted pools over the coming year will be used to assess the effectiveness of 
the rehabilitation that was completed in 2025. 

In addition, it is noted Pools 26, 35, 36, 37, 40, 41, 42, 43, 47, 49, 50, 51, 53, 58, 59, 60, and 61 have not 
been identified as requiring targeted rehabilitation due to no surface impacts to pool levels being observed.  

4.2.2. Subsidence research 

Conduct of the audit determined the subsidence research is assisting in improving the subsidence 
mechanisms, measurement methods, and environmental impacts. The following areas of current, and recent, 
subsidence and environmental research are considered appropriate for the current mining area: 

�x Steep slopes and increased depth of cover:  The influence of steep slopes on subsidence movements 
and impacts at Razorback and Subsidence monitoring with GNSS units. 

�x Groundwater:  Ongoing groundwater installation and monitoring in the BSO area and Nepean River, 
providing for groundwater model updates and assessment of caving and conductivity above LW711 with 
pre and post caving boreholes. 

�x Subsidence monitoring / measurement:  Ongoing use of remote sensing techniques to measure 
subsidence (i.e. Appin ALS [Lidar]), in an attempt to improve precision of Lidar subsidence measurement 
and minoring using GNSS units. 

�x Rehabilitation:  Georges River remediation techniques. 

The implemented research and monitoring in the greater depths of cover and steep slopes should be used to 
improve subsidence predictions as outlined in OFI03. 

4.2.3. Seismic event monitoring 

Seismic event monitoring is reported in the Annual Reviews for FY23, FY24, and FY25. The Annual Reviews 
state the number of all seismic events, their relationship to mining, and general trends that can be concluded 
between the seismic events and mining operations. The significant events of MLv 1.0 or above are also 
reported, with the largest mining related events being: 

�x up to MLv 1.3 in FY23 

�x up to MLv 1.2 in FY24 

�x within a range up to MLv 1.3 in FY25  

An important comment in the Annual Review for FY25 notes  

�µMining activity may result in stress changes in the local area that may contribute to the release of preexisting 
tectonic stress.�¶  

Therefore, the maximum felt events during year audit period were MLv 2.5, MLv 3.5 and MLv 3.6 in the 
Annual Reviews for FY23, FY24, and FY25 respectively. 

The Annual Reviews note some events, mostly tectonic, are felt by residents. There is opportunity for 
improvement, where a statement clarifying there has been no reported land or built feature impact from the 
recorded seismic events could be included to assist in confirming the environmental performance of the 
seismic event monitoring, and is the subject of OFI02. 
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4.2.4. Performance measures 

Based on documentary review and audit interviews, the audit has determined compliance with the 
performance measures detailed in Schedule 3, Conditions 1 and 3 of MP08_0150.  

It was not clear in the Annual Reviews and End of Panel (EoP) reporting and as to why the recorded rock 
slides and slope erosion was deemed not to be due to mining. However, further information provided by 
ICHPL confirmed the following: 

�x Harris Creek cliffs:  Minor rock falls / slides associated with heavy rainfall, with additional information 
showing this location was outside the angle of draw of mining.  

�x Steep slopes along Razorback Range : Several shallow slides reported along Razorback Range after 
heavy rainfall, not related to mining. These slides were associated with LW904 extraction, one of which 
was located over LW905 and reported in EoP report for LW905. It is not considered that these slides are 
related to LW905 extraction during the audit period.  

�x Razorback Range:  Minor erosion of the soil cover at the crest of a cliff, were are indicated to be outside 
of the panels and within angle of draw of LW905 and LW709, although at some distance.  

A description of why the slides / falls / erosion are not considered to be due to mining, and a plan showing 
the locations of the falls and slides relative to the mine plan and angle of draw, to assist in review of 
conclusions in Annual Reviews and EoP reporting (OFI01). 

The audit determined the EPs / SMPs for specific features such as the Douglas Park Twin Bridges and the 
Railway Corridor appear to be successfully managing the subsidence impacts and public safety through 
technical committees and adaptive management.  

The landowners of groundwater bores grouted due to impacts from LW710 extraction are currently being 
compensated, where required. It was indicated in the audit interviews, and in the mining conditions, that 
ICHPL has committed to redrill or compensate through other arrangements once active subsidence is 
complete.  

4.2.5. End of panel reporting 

The EoP report for LW710 shows Trigger Level 3 for the groundwater mine inflow TARP was reached during 
LW710 extraction. The EoP report notes the mine inflow predictions and TARP triggers are based on 
assumptions from the 2010 model and states that a model update is required.  

During the audit interviews, ICHPL stated the increase in mine water make may be an error in calculation, 
rather than actual increase in mine water make. ICHPL noted new equipment was introduced during LW710 
extraction and variations in mine water storage may also contribute to the calculated increase in mine water 
make.  

The Subsidence Monitoring Program has a groundwater TARP including triggers for �µincrease in water inflow 
from the goaf�¶. The 20-day average reached Trigger Level 3 during LW710A extraction, which requires 
notification to the former Biodiversity Conservation Division (BCD) (now NSW DCCEEW CPHR), former DPE 
(now the DPHI), NSW RR. However, these notifications did not take place, resulting in a non-compliance 
(Section 3.3.1). Based on the audit interviews and following discussions with ICHPL, the points below 
summarise the course of events: 

�x The mine inflow calculations were processed in August 2025 after LW710 panel completion (July 2025). 
The processed data showed the goaf inflow trigger was reached in May 2024 and had subsequently 
reduced to below Trigger Level 1 for the last six months of LW710 extraction.  
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�x ICHPL has had several internal meetings from August 2025 to October 2025 (present), where it was 
concluded the likely increased mine water make was due to incorrect assumptions on the introduction of 
new equipment in the calculations, rather than an actual increase in mine water make. The audit 
determined this conclusion was supported by observations underground of no noticeable increase in 
water make. 

�x ICHPL has internal actions to improve: 

�‚ �µthe Appin mine water balance process to involve underground mine personnel who are familiar with 
pumps and changes to underground equipment�¶ 

�‚ the groundwater TARP in the next EP �µto better reflect groundwater impacts and appropriate 
corrective actions�¶ 

The technical conclusions and actions provided by ICHPL on the Trigger Level 3 for the groundwater mine 
inflow TARP are endorsed by the auditor, and do not appear to have an environmental impact. Therefore, 
the non-compliance from not adhering to notification requirements of Trigger Level 3 for the groundwater 
mine inflow TARP is classed as administrative in nature and CA01 identified.  

The height of caving assumptions in the groundwater model include the Ditton and Merrick method. Audit 
interviews indicated there is limited data to confirm this assumption. The planned boreholes in LW711 to 
characterise the height of caving and depressurisation are supported, to inform the new groundwater model 
and height of depressurisation assumptions. In addition, a review of the groundwater model, water make, 
and TARP triggers is supported, particularly given the increase in depth of cover.  

4.3. Rehabilitation 

The Appin Mine RMP (Version 3 dated 27 June 2025) has been prepared in accordance with Schedule 4 
Condition and the relevant Standard Conditions (Schedule 8A, Part 2) of the Mining Regulation 2016 (NSW) 
and NSW Resources Regulator Form and Way and Guideline documents. 

Rehabilitation areas were observed during the site inspection for the Coal Wash Emplacement Area and 
Georges River remediation site. Conduct of the audit indicates the relevant plans and documentation for 
rehabilitation during the audit period included: 

�x The RMP (v3, dated 27 June 2025) 

�x Approved Rehabilitation Objectives Statement ROBJ0001278 (approved 4 September 2023) 

�x Forward Program FWP0001483 submission (dated 27 September 2024) 

�x Forward Program FWP0001243 submission (dated 28 September 2023) 

�x Annual Rehabilitation Report ARR0001577 (dated 23 September 2025) 

�x Annual Rehabilitation Report ARR0001348 submission (dated 26 September 2024) 

�x Annual Rehabilitation Report ARR0001115 (dated 29 September 2023) 

�x Annual Rehabilitation Cost Estimate �± Appin Mine (dated 17 September 2025) 

�x Annual Rehabilitation Cost Estimate - Appin Mine (Appin North and North Cliff) (dated 27 September 
2024) 

�x Annual Rehabilitation Cost Estimate - Appin Mine (Appin East and West) and Bulli Shafts (dated 27 
September 2024) 

�x Annual Reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25 

�x GRRP (v1, dated 7 August 2023) 

�x Appin Mine Rehabilitation Management Plan Risk Assessment (dated 16 September 2024) 
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4.3.1. Progressive rehabilitation 

Progressive rehabilitation for BSO comprises of seven key stages (active, decommissioning, landform 
establishment, growing media development, ecosystem and land use establishment, ecosystem and land 
use development, rehabilitation completion). 

A number of buildings were demolished and/or repurposed during the audit period, including: 

�x Appin West Engineering Building was demolished during the FY23 reporting period. It was replaced with 
a new Muster Shed.  

�x One redundant chemicals storage bund adjacent to the Appin East stockpile was demolished during the 
FY23 reporting period. 

�x Redundant Appin East bulk solcenic bund was converted into a chemical bund during the reporting 
period. 

Conduct of the audit confirmed that, due to the nature of the surface infrastructure being fixed and relied 
upon for mining operations, much of the disturbed areas have not undergone rehabilitation works except for 
a few areas:  

�x The Coal Wash and Emplacement Area (CWEA): 

�‚ The CWEA has been progressively rehabilitated since 2007, with Stage 1 and Stage 2 areas 
submitted for rehabilitation completion during FY24, but refused by the Department on 14 November 
2024 due to the completion criteria not yet been approved. New rehabilitation completion forms are 
expected to be completed and resubmitted for CWEA Stage 1 and 2. 

�‚ Stage 3 rehabilitation efforts remain ongoing. Eight timber nest box habitats were installed in the 
CWEA rehabilitation during the FY23 reporting period. Monitoring of these next boxes occurred in 
FY24 and FY25. �,�Q���)�<�������W�K�H���$�S�S�L�Q���0�H�Q�¶�V���V�K�H�G���Z�D�V���D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K�H�G���W�R���F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���Q�H�V�W���E�R�[�H�V��
for the rehabilitation emplacement areas. These additional boxes are planned to be placed in the 
field in FY26. 

�x Redundant assets, with Bulli Shaft #4 expected to have a rehabilitation completion form submitted in 
FY26, pending the approval of the completion criteria by the NSW RR. Progressive rehabilitation of 
redundant assets at the CWEA, Bulli shafts, North Cliff and areas affected by subsidence is expected to 
continue throughout the next audit period. 

�x Rehabilitation has also been undertaken along the Georges River, commencing in FY24 and completed 
early FY26, with post-rehabilitation monitoring underway. The process involved the installation of grout 
curtains along rock bars to help restore the natural flow between rockpools. A review of monitoring to 
date and conduct of the site inspection confirmed the presence of a healthy flow in the various rockpools 
and bars. Wet conditions and the high flows have meant the sealing of grout holes has not yet been fully 
completed. 

BSO has increased the area achieving rehabilitation completion from 1.94 ha as of 30 June 2023 to 9.79 ha 
as of 30 June 2025. Similarly, land under established rehabilitation has increased from 50.88 ha to 63.59 ha 
and the rehabilitated land to total mine footprint has increased from 18.11% to 20.65%.  

As of 30 June 2025, the amount of land prepared for rehabilitation amounts to 11.38 ha. 

A Rehabilitation Options and Feasibility Analysis was submitted to WaterNSW and the Resources Regulator 
in June 2024 for the Bulli No. 1, 2 and 3 shafts with both agencies indicated their general support for a 
campaign of comprehensive rehabilitation for all these sites including fully backfilling each shaft to the 
current guidelines for coal mines entry sealing. 

The heritage building and legacy closure assessments were executed in FY24. 
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A Targeted Assessment Program for revegetation was conducted by the NSW RR against the RMP in FY24, 
with the resulting recommendations actioned throughout FY25. 

4.3.2. Rehabilitation design 

The Final Landform and Rehabilitation Plans (FLRP) were approved by the Resources Regulator on 19 June 
2025 with 32 FLRP appended to the RMP.  

There are 16 mining domains and seven final land use domains which include native ecosystem, 
industrial/infrastructure, infrastructure agricultural �± grazing, rehabilitation biodiversity offset area, heritage 
area and water management area. 

4.3.3. Rehabilitation management monitoring 

Rehabilitation monitoring is outlined in the RMP and reported on in the Annual Reviews completed for BSO 
with the monitoring records and reports appended, these reports include: 

�x Annual CWEA Rehabilitation Reports 

�x Annual Rehabilitation Reports 

�x Annual Persoonia hirsuta Condition Monitoring Reports 

�x Appin West BioBank Site Annual Reports 

�x Nepean River BioBank Site Annual Reports 

�x Cataract River BioBank Site Passive Management Annual Report 

�x Ventilation Shaft 6 Offset Annual Monitoring Report 

�x Ventilation Shaft 6 Bush Regeneration Report 

�x Georges River Aquatic Health Monitoring Report 

The only monitoring not appended to the FY25 Annual Review was the Georges River Aquatic Health 
Monitoring Report. Information provided by ICHPL indicates, with the monitoring program no longer a 
specific requirement under the EPL, the program would be continuing in a reduced form and with the 
associated annual report likely to be produced in October, outside of the 30 September deadline for the 
Annual Review. Therefore, appending the annual report would not be feasible.  

This audit has identified no issues regarding the rehabilitation monitoring being undertaken by ICHPL and 
the availability of information.  

4.4. Traffic  

Implementation of the TMP was observed during the site audit, including the use of specialised hauling 
trucks being sprayed down and having loads covered to prevent the tracking of dust off-site. 

There were a number of complaints made during the audit period with respect to traffic, driver conduct, and 
road safety; however, the audit determined these were investigated and responded to accordingly, with no 
non-compliances or issues identified for the audit period. 

4.5. Water management 

The water related environmental performance of the Project during the audit period is summarised in 
sections 4.5.1 to 4.5.5. 
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4.5.1. Water supply and site water balance 

Section 4.2 of the WMP includes a water balance for the Project that has details of water sources and the 
security of water supply and water make, water use, and water discharges. The water balance indicates that 
the Project water sources include:  

�x surface water rainfall and runoff 

�x passive groundwater inflow to the underground workings 

�x groundwater moisture in the BSO coal 

�x imported water (from Sydney Water) 

Outflows from the water management system include:  

�x water used to meet operational demands (including underground demands and dust suppression)  

�x evaporation 

�x water entrained in product coal 

�x outflows associated with the Appin North and Appin West water treatment plants (including treated water 
discharges, brine outflows, and removal of waste materials) 

The water balance in the WMP includes the actual volumes for the FY24 period.  

Water supply is reported in section 7 of the Annual Reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25. Water supply 
reporting includes potable water usage volumes, and comparison of the total entitlement for each water 
access licence (WAL) held by ICHPL against the total take for the relevant water year. Water take for each of 
the years covered by the audit period was less than the allocation for each WAL. 

4.5.2. Compensatory water supply 

Details of compensatory water supply provided to landholders is included in section 7.2 of the Annual 
Reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25. The details provided include:  

�x bore details 

�x the impact identified 

�x the current status of the compensatory supply 

�x actions/agreements 

�x water supply rates 

ICHPL personnel stated during the audit interviews completed on 15 October 2025 that the compensatory 
water is sourced from the town water supply and provided to the landholders through use of a water truck. 

4.5.3. Water discharge and monitoring 

Controlled discharges of water from the Project are made from LDPs specified in EPL 2504, in accordance 
with the monitoring requirements specified in the EPL and in section 7 of the WMP. 

Discharge performance for the audit period is included in the Annual Reviews (i.e. for FY23, FY24 and 
FY25), the EPL Annual Returns (i.e. 2022/2023, 2023/2024 and 2024/2025), and on the Project website. 
Review of discharge reporting indicates the following water quality non-compliances occurred during the 
audit period:  

�x exceedance of total suspended solids (TSS) limits at LDP41 on 3 April 2023 

�x exceedance of Biochemical oxygen demand (BOD) water quality concentration limits at: 

�‚ LDP38 on 20 June 2024 and 19 July 2024 

�‚ LDP23 on 19 December 2024 
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The following exceedances of discharge water quality criteria occurred during the audit period:  

�x zinc 80-percentile limit exceedances at LDP24 on 23 August 2022 and 18 January 2024  

�x Total Nitrogen: 

�‚ 50-percentile limit exceeded six times at LDP24 during FY23 (i.e. 23 August 2022, 29 September 
2022, 27 October 2022, 30 January 2023, 27 March 2023, and 19 April 2023) 

�‚ 50/80-percentile limit exceeded four times at LDP24 during FY24 (i.e. 19 October 2023, 21 
December 2023, 18 January 2024, and 20 March 2024) 

�‚ 80-percentile limit exceeded one time at LDP24 during FY25 (i.e. 26 March 2025) 

�x BOD 50-percentile limit exceedances at LDP38 during FY24 (i.e. 20 March 2024), LDP38 during FY25 
(i.e. 19 June 2025), and LDP4 during FY25 (i.e. 23 June 2025) 

�x pH 50-percentile limit exceeded two times at LDP3/4 during FY24 (i.e. 18 October 2023, and 12 
December 2023)  

There was one non-compliance related to discharge monitoring, relating to the water sample not being 
analysed for BOD at LDP23 on 21 May 2024.  

In addition, one uncontrolled discharge (i.e. overflow) was reported during the audit period. The incident 
report for the event states: 

�µOn 20 April 2023 at approximately 10.00 am, it was identified that turbid water had been discharged from 
the sediment pond into Foot Onslow Creek, that runs adjacent to the AMVA Project site. Approximately 40 
metres of Foot Onslow Creek was observed to contain turbid water, with the area closest to the discharge 
point having a higher total suspended solids (TSS) concentration.�¶ 

All exceedances of the discharge criteria specified in the EPL, the discharge monitoring related non-
compliance and the uncontrolled discharge were reported and managed in accordance with the procedures 
required under MP08_0150 and EPL 2504, as detailed in the WMP. Review of the reporting documentation 
indicates that none of the events resulted in any measurable environmental harm.  

Review of the discharge reporting indicates that there were no volumetric exceedances during the audit 
period. 

4.5.4. Performance measures 

Water-related performance measures are listed in Schedule 3, Conditions 1 (natural and heritage features) 
and 5 (built features) of MP08_0150. The performance measures (as they relate to water) outline subsidence 
impact performance measures for watercourses (i.e. the Nepean River, the Georges River and other 
watercourses), and water related built features (e.g. WaterNSW infrastructure, swimming pools and farm 
dams).  

Performance is assessed using monitoring data collected through the monitoring program in the LW709 to 
LW711 and LW905 WMP. Review of the monitoring data and relevant summaries included in the Annual 
Reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25 and EoP reports indicates that environmental consequences relating to 
the Nepean River, Georges River and other watercourses are negligible. No non-compliances were 
identified. 

Appendix H of the LW709 to LW711 and LW905 EP details the BFMP for the audit period. The Annual 
Reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25 report no exceedance of performance measures relating to built features. 
Commentary on impacts to built features in the EoP reports for LW905, LW709 and LW710 indicate 
compliance with the specified performance measures, with all built features remaining safe and serviceable 
during the audit period. 
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4.5.5. End of Panel Reporting 

Surface water and groundwater performance reporting is included in Appendix D of each EoP report relevant 
to the audit period. Review of the reports indicates that monitoring has been completed in accordance with 
the requirements included in the EP and that there were no exceedances of performance measures during 
the audit period. 

4.6. Air quality 

During the site inspection, ICHPL representatives were forthcoming in producing any evidence requested 
and showed that the Project has exhibited best practice air management in accordance with their 
AQGHGMP. Review of the relevant documentation and conduct of the site audit indicates compliance with 
the requirements of air quality conditions, noting: 

�x Air quality criteria: no exceedances of air quality limits occurred during the reporting period as a result of 
site operations. 

�x The AQGHGMP outlines the regular monitoring program including meteorological forecasting and real-
time air quality monitoring data, with air quality monitoring units sighted during the site inspection. 

�x There were no reportable incidents in relation to noise during the audit period. 

�x Implementation of the AQGHGMP was observed during the site inspection, including the use of water 
trucks and coal haulage trucks being sprayed down and having loads covered. 

Whilst ICHPL has operated within its air quality criteria and limits, and has been implementing the approved 
AQGHGMP, OFI05 has been identified in relation to the inclusion of sigma-theta (the standard deviation of 
horizontal wind directions) in the logged data records, This would allow for the determination of atmospheric 
stability, which would help to show and predicts dust dispersion patterns and assess for potential hazards 
like dust plume, as well as assess ICHPL�¶s impact / contribution in the event of a future exceedance (if 
required). 

4.7. Noise management 

During the site inspection, ICHPL representatives were forthcoming in producing any evidence requested, 
and showed that the Project has exhibited best practice noise management in accordance with their NMP 
during the audit period. 

Review of the relevant documentation and conduct of the site audit indicates compliance with the 
requirements of noise conditions, noting: 

�x The NMP outlines planning, operations and engineering controls which minimise development noise. 

�x Meteorological conditions are considered in noise management with on-site continuous monitoring 
meteorological monitoring stations observed during the site inspection. 

�x Quarterly noise monitoring was undertaken by external consultants, with no exceedances of noise limits 
occurring during the reporting period, with two noise-related complaints received during the audit period. 

�x There were no reportable incidents in relation to noise during the audit period. 

Noise management for BSO is undertaken in accordance with the NMP, and the strategies implemented are 
suitably effective. 
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4.8. Blasting 

Blasting has been undertaken in accordance with the Construction Blast Management Plan (CBMP) 
provided in section 9 of the CEMP.  

No surface blasting activities were undertaken during the reporting period. 

Construction blasting required to for pre-sinking and main-sinking of shafts 7 and 8 at the AMVA site 
commenced during the audit period and has been undertaken in accordance with the CEMP. 

No-non-compliances have been identified for blasting activities during the audit period. 

4.9. Heritage 

Heritage at BSO is managed through the overarching Appin Mine HMP and encompasses both Aboriginal 
and non-Aboriginal heritage.  

There were no non-compliance or incidents in relation to Aboriginal or non-Aboriginal heritage during the 
audit period.  

During the site inspection, it was observed that the required measures were being implemented in 
accordance with the HMP, with the Aboriginal heritage site for reburied artefacts at the AMVA Project 
(AHIMS ID# 52-2-4769) sighted to be appropriately demarcated and fenced. 

4.10. Biodiversity 

Review of Annual Reviews and EoP reports indicates no non-compliances with biodiversity related 
conditions / requirements occurred during the audit period, for both terrestrial and aquatic biodiversity. 

The audit confirmed the BMP was implemented during the audit period, with documentary review 
determining a process exists and was implemented for pre-clearing surveys, including a permit to disturb and 
two-stage clearing with involvement of a qualified ecologist. 

4.10.1. Georges River Aquatic Health Monitoring Program 

The �O�D�V�W���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���U�H�S�R�U�W���R�I���W�K�H���*�H�R�U�J�H�¶�V���5�L�Y�H�U���$�T�X�D�W�L�F���+�H�D�O�W�K���0�R�Q�L�W�R�U�L�Q�J���3�U�R�J�U�D�P���Z�D�V���V�X�E�P�L�W�W�H�G���W�R���(�3�$���L�Q��
April 2024, and was included in the Annual Review for FY25. The summary report (Niche, 2025) on the 
aquatic health monitoring program in Autumn 2025 (and relevant previous seasons) concluded: 

�µAlthough there were reductions in Ephemeroptera, Plecoptera, Tricoptera (EPT) taxa indices recorded 
during Autumn 2025 at upstream and downstream sites (when compared to Spring and Autumn 2024), 
these scores are indicative of continued apparent trends as part of the long-term monitoring program and no 
indicators of any acute stream health issues were identified associated with mine water discharge. 

These increases and decreases of macroinvertebrate index scores are likely attributed to the changes in site 
specific microhabitat compositions, and changes to this associated with weather events and above average 
rainfalls for the locality. 

The differences in relative declines or relative increases among the sites likely reflect site specific habitat 
constraints and how these factors influence the type of change observed. Reports prepared under the 
GRAHMP, Environmental Improvement Programs and Pollution Reduction Programs (PRP) are available on 
the GM3 website at link. A draft PRP to improve the water quality of discharges from the Appin North site 
was provided to GM3 by the EPA in FY25. 

Discussions with the EPA are ongoing.�¶ 
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4.10.2. Biodiversity offsets management 

Biodiversity offset sites for the BSO include: 

�x Shale Sandstone Transition Forest Offset Biobank Site (BA 215) 

�x Nepean River Biodiversity Stewardship Site (BA 382) 

�x Cataract River Biobank Site (BA 345) 

�x Ventilation Shaft 6 Offset (MZ5) 

Annual reports for the audit period document the ongoing monitoring and maintenance within these offset 
sites, with no substantial management issues identified during the audit period. Fencing issues were noted 
within parts of the Ventilation Shaft 6 Offset (MZ5) and Cataract River Biobank Site (BA 345), which are the 
subject of ongoing surveillance. 

The outcomes of monitoring of the Ventilation Shaft 6 Offset (MZ5) are documented in Annual Reviews, with 
the latest monitoring report by Landcare making a number of recommendations in relation to management of 
the site. 

4.10.3. End of Panel reporting �± Aquatic flora and fauna 

Review of relevant EoP reports for the audit period indicate: 

�x Appin Area 7 LW709 and LW905: 

�‚ no changes to aquatic ecology indicators that could be associated with extraction of the LWs. 

�‚ gas releases, changes in water quality, and water levels identified in the Nepean River during 
extraction of the LWs do not appear to have had any measurable effect on macroinvertebrates, fish, 
and macrophytes in the Nepean River. 

�‚ extraction of the LWs has resulted in negligible impacts to terrestrial ecology. 

�x Appin Mine LW710: 

�‚ potential impacts to terrestrial ecology in the AA7 study area were largely consistent with predictions 
in environmental assessment documentation 

�‚ there was no evidence any impaired aquatic habitat or water quality is due to any mining-related 
disturbance in the Nepean River 

�‚ there was no evidence of any changes to fish and aquatic macrophytes attributable to mining. 

4.11. Social impact 

Conduct of the audit determined relevant social impacts and aspects are reported in the Annual Reviews 
published on the Project website. The primary measures and tools used to manage social impacts and 
aspects include: 

�x operation of the CCC, which typically holds bi-monthly meetings with meeting minutes published on the 
Project website 

�x establishment of an additional community working group for the AMVA Project, with meetings held on an 
as-needs basis (i.e. generally quarterly) 

�x the maintenance of an online community portal (i.e. community.gm3.au) 

�x provision of community newsletters 

�x community partnership program (CPP) 
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�x maintenance of a community complaints line, with review of documentation and conduct of the audit 
interviews indicating ICHPL are responsive to complaints, investigating if there are any possible sources 
from the Project, or reviewing data from relevant monitoring equipment (e.g. meteorological station, real-
time noise, etc,) to verify the complaints 

�x active communication channels with a publicly available phone number, email and Facebook page. 

4.12. Bushfire management 

Bushfire and general fire management is not covered by a specific management plan, but is addressed in 
the relevant management plans, as well as reported in Annual Reviews. Bushfire measures in place include: 

�x the formation and maintenance of fire breaks and Asset Protection Zones (APZs) 

�x establishment of a firefighting water pipeline around most sites, with booster pump facilities, and 
provision of water available during a fire 

�x various ICHPL personnel trained in emergency response and firefighting 

�x supply of fire-fighting equipment at surface facilities 

Fire-fighting equipment was observed during the site inspection, and found to be well maintained and 
stocked in suitably accessible locations. 

Conduct of the site audit and interviews confirmed there was an internal fire within the compressor at 
Ventilation Shaft 6 on 7 October 2024. Investigations remain underway regarding the exact cause of the fire. 
The fire was extinguished quickly by emergency services and was contained to ICHPL assets, with no 
impact to the surrounding area, underground operations, or personnel. 

With no bushfire incidents occurring during the audit period, and sighting of the above fire-fighting measures 
during the site inspection, ICHPL is considered compliant with Schedule 4, Condition 30 of MP08_0150. 

4.13. Waste management 

Waste management on site was observed to be adequate during the site inspection, with the various sites 
inspected found to be clean and well-maintained with designated waste-sorting areas. Inspection of the 
workshops found that there was adequate provision of assorted waste bins generally used accordingly.  

There were minor spots of rubbish-dumping and misplaced waste items noted around the site, however, 
ICHPL has appropriate signage, educational resources, and practices implemented. Therefore, no OFI or CA 
has been identified. 

Over the audit period, BSO has shown an improvement in waste management practices, with: 

�x A decrease in the amount of waste going to landfill, dropping from approximately 1,500 tonnes in FY23 
to below 1,000 tonnes in FY25. 

�x An increase in diversion rates, with rates going from approximately just over 2,500 tonnes in FY23 to 
2,000 tonnes in FY24 before increasing to more than 2,500 tonnes in FY25. This reflects an 
improvement in general housekeeping across laydown areas, including recycling of old steel structures 
and components, offering a good example of adaptive management. 

Waste is reported in the Annual Reviews for the Project. 
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4.14. Visual amenity and lighting impacts 

The Appin West Pit Top and Appin East are not directly visible from nearby receivers. Lighting elements 
have been identified as partially visible from some residences; however, no issues from the community have 
been raised for either site. 

The remote location of Appin North has meant no lighting issues have been identified nor any issues raised 
by the community.  

Conduct of the audit determined Ventilation Shaft 6 is screened with vegetation and an earthen noise bund 
(also revegetated) to reduce visual disturbance. 

As a result of the change to the road alignment at the AMVA Project, there was a requirement to remove 
some of the native screening planted in 2021 to facilitate works. Additional tree screening plantings of 
approximately 1,800 tubestock was subsequently completed in May 2024, to both replace trees that had 
been removed and improve visual amenity. An additional 375 tubestock were planted in October 2024 as a 
maintenance planting (i.e. where replacements were identified to be required). A further replacement 
planting campaign is planned for FY26.  

There is an agreement in place with a nearby resident and ICHPL acquired a nearby property most 
susceptible to visual and lighting impacts, both of these measures were undertaken outside of the audit 
period.  

The AMVA Project uses elevated lighting at night for safety purposes, which has been oriented to minimise 
light spillage as much as possible without compromising safety or operations and reduce annoyance to 
neighbouring residents. 
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5. Corrective actions and opportunities for 
improvement 

5.1. Corrective actions 

Table 5.1 summarises the CAs made based on the findings of the audit and observations during the site 
inspection. 

Table 5.1 Corrective actions identified during the audit 

Consent / 
license / lease 

Condition CA ID CA requirement 

MP08_0150 Schedule 3, 
Condition 5 

CA01 The following actions related to the groundwater TARP and mine inflow calculations, 
should be implemented: 

�x �L�P�S�U�R�Y�H���³�W�K�H���$�S�S�L�Q���P�L�Q�H���Z�D�W�H�U���E�D�O�D�Q�F�H���S�U�R�F�H�V�V���W�R���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H���X�Q�G�H�U�J�U�R�X�Q�G���P�L�Q�H��
�S�H�U�V�R�Q�Q�H�O���Z�K�R���D�U�H���I�D�P�L�O�L�D�U���Z�L�W�K���S�X�P�S�V���D�Q�G���F�K�D�Q�J�H�V���W�R���X�Q�G�H�U�J�U�R�X�Q�G���H�T�X�L�S�P�H�Q�W�´ 

�x �W�R���L�P�S�U�R�Y�H���W�K�H���J�U�R�X�Q�G�Z�D�W�H�U���7�$�5�3���L�Q���W�K�H���Q�H�[�W���H�[�W�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q���S�O�D�Q���³�W�R���E�H�W�W�H�U���U�H�I�O�H�F�W��
�J�U�R�X�Q�G�Z�D�W�H�U���L�P�S�D�F�W�V���D�Q�G���D�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�H���F�R�U�U�H�F�W�L�Y�H���D�F�W�L�R�Q�V�´�� 

MP08_0150 Schedule 3, 
Condition 9 

CA02 Conduct BSO Environmental and Subsidence Research Program document review 
as committed in the current document and update management plan tracker to 
include monitoring programs. 

Standard 
Conditions 
(Schedule 8A, 
Part 2) Mining 
Regulation 2016 

10(2) CA03 Include the proposed Completion Criteria Statement as an Appendix to the RMP, 
and update with the approved version as it becomes available. 

5.2. Opportunities for improvement 

Table 5.2 summarises the OFIs made based on the findings of the audit and observations during the site 
inspection. 

Table 5.2 Opportunities for improvement identified 

Consent / 
license / lease 

Condition OFI ID OFI requirement 

MP08_0150 Schedule 3, 
Condition 1 

OFI01 In the EoP reporting, include a description of why the slides/falls/erosion are not 
considered to be due to mining and a plan showing the locations of the falls and 
�V�O�L�G�H�V���U�H�O�D�W�L�Y�H���W�R���W�K�H���P�L�Q�H���S�O�D�Q���D�Q�G���D�Q�J�O�H���R�I���G�U�D�Z���W�R���D�V�V�L�V�W���L�Q���W�K�H���D�X�G�L�W�R�U�¶�V���U�H�Y�L�H�Z���R�I��
these conclusions. 

MP08_0150 Schedule 3 
Condition 3 

OFI02 Consider including a statement in Annual Reviews clarifying that there has been no 
reported land or built feature impact from the recorded seismic events, which would 
assist in confirming the environmental performance of the seismic event monitoring. 

MP08_0150 Schedule 3 
Condition 5 

OFI03 Review subsidence predictions to consider higher levels of subsidence outside of 
panels at increasing depths. 

MP08_0150 Schedule 3 
Condition 5 

OFI04 Ensure the BFMP, PSMP, LMP, and HMP within the Extraction Plan for LW712 
include incident notification requirements consistent with the requirements of 
Schedule 6, Condition 7 of MP08_0150.  

MP08_0150 Schedule 4, 
Condition 13 

OFI05 To assist with prediction of dust dispersion patterns, assessing for potential hazards 
like dust plumes, and optimising ventilation systems, sigma-theta (the standard 
deviation of horizontal wind directions) should be included in the logged data 
records, to allow to the determination of atmospheric stability (if required). 

MP08_0150 Schedule 4, 
Condition 24 

OFI06 Update the HMP to include a figure which shows non-Aboriginal heritage items. 
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Appendix C  
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Declaration of Independence Form 

Declaration of Independence �± Auditor 

Project name  Bulli Seam Operations 

Consent number  08_0150 

Description of Project  Underground Mine 

Project address  Appin Colliery East, Off Appin Road 

Appin Colliery West, Douglas Park Drive 

Appin Colliery North, Wedderburn Road 

Proponent  Illawarra Coal Holdings Pty Ltd 

Date 20 March 2025 

 

I declare that: 

i.   I am not related to any proponent, owner, operator or other entity involved in the delivery of the project. 
Such a relationship includes that of employer/employee, a business partnership, sharing a common 
employer, a contractual arrangement outside an Independent Audit, or that of a spouse, partner, sibling, 
parent, or child;  

ii.  I do not have any pecuniary interest in the project, proponent or related entities. Such an interest includes 
where there is a reasonable likelihood or expectation of financial gain (other than being reimbursed for 
performing the audit) or loss to the auditor, or their spouse, partner, sibling, parent, or child;  

iii.  I have not provided services (not including independent reviews or auditing) to the project with the result 
that the audit work performed by themselves or their company, except as otherwise declared to the 
Department prior to the audit;  

iv.  I am not an Environmental Representative for the project; and 

v.  I will not accept any inducement, commission, gift or any other benefit from auditee organisations, their 
employees or any interested party, or knowingly allow colleagues to do so. 

 

Notes: 

a) Under section 10.6 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 a person must not include false or misleading 
information (or provide information for inclusion in) in a report of  monitoring data or an audit report produced to the Minister in 
connection with an audit if the person knows that the information is false or misleading in a material respect. The proponent of 
an approved project must not fail to include information in (or provide information for inclusion in) a report of monitoring data or 
an audit report produced to the Minister in connection with an audit if the person knows that the information is materially 
relevant to the monitoring or audit. The maximum penalty is, in the case of a corporation, $1 million and for an individual, 
$250,000; and 

b) The Crimes Act 1900 contains other offences relating to false and misleading information: section 307B (giving false or 
misleading information �± maximum penalty 2 years imprisonment or 200 penalty units, or both) 
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Declaration of Independence Form 

Declaration of Independence �± Auditor 

Project name  Bulli Seam Operations 

Consent number  08_0150 

Description of Project  Underground Mine 

Project address  Appin Colliery East, Off Appin Road 

Appin Colliery West, Douglas Park Drive 

Appin Colliery North, Wedderburn Road 

Proponent  Illawarra Coal Holdings Pty Ltd 

Date 20 March 2025 

 

I declare that: 

i.   I am not related to any proponent, owner, operator or other entity involved in the delivery of the project. 
Such a relationship includes that of employer/employee, a business partnership, sharing a common 
employer, a contractual arrangement outside an Independent Audit, or that of a spouse, partner, sibling, 
parent, or child;  

ii.  I do not have any pecuniary interest in the project, proponent or related entities. Such an interest includes 
where there is a reasonable likelihood or expectation of financial gain (other than being reimbursed for 
performing the audit) or loss to the auditor, or their spouse, partner, sibling, parent, or child;  

iii.  I have not provided services (not including independent reviews or auditing) to the project with the result 
that the audit work performed by themselves or their company, except as otherwise declared to the 
Department prior to the audit;  

iv.  I am not an Environmental Representative for the project; and 

v.  I will not accept any inducement, commission, gift or any other benefit from auditee organisations, their 
employees or any interested party, or knowingly allow colleagues to do so. 

 

Notes: 

a) Under section 10.6 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 a person must not include false or misleading 
information (or provide information for inclusion in) in a report of  monitoring data or an audit report produced to the Minister in 
connection with an audit if the person knows that the information is false or misleading in a material respect. The proponent of 
an approved project must not fail to include information in (or provide information for inclusion in) a report of monitoring data or 
an audit report produced to the Minister in connection with an audit if the person knows that the information is materially 
relevant to the monitoring or audit. The maximum penalty is, in the case of a corporation, $1 million and for an individual, 
$250,000; and 

b) The Crimes Act 1900 contains other offences relating to false and misleading information: section 307B (giving false or 
misleading information �± maximum penalty 2 years imprisonment or 200 penalty units, or both) 
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Appendix A—Auditor’s Declaration 
of Independence

declare that to the best of my knowledge and belief I and my organisation do not have any con�icting or 
competing interests with:

�e Auditee [ name of Auditee]________________________

_______________________________________, the Auditee’s sta� or representatives or other persons 
associated with the Auditee, including any personal, �nancial, business or employment relationship, except to the 
extent detailed below. 

�e project to be audited [name of EPBC Act project] ______________________________________________
_________________.

I shall notify the Department of the Environment within seven days of any change in these circumstances or any 
other change that may a�ect my independent status.

I shall at all times observe any professional code of conduct and/or ethics applicable to undertaking audits (i.e. – 
as prescribed by the agency with which I hold accreditation/membership). I take full responsibility for any factual 
inaccuracy or mistake made in giving this declaration, particularly to the extent that others rely upon the truth 
of this declaration. I acknowledge that the Department of the Environment may request further information to 
verify my independence at any time.

Details of any personal, �nancial, business or employment relationship with the Auditee, the Auditee’s sta�, 
representatives or associated persons. (�is is in the context of both the person making the declaration and the 
organisation that they are employed by – specify ‘nil’ if none):

Details of any personal, �nancial, business or employment relationship with the project to be audited. (�is is in the 
context of both the person making the declaration and the organisation that they are employed by - specify ‘nil’ if none):

Details of audit quali�cations and professional accreditations/memberships. (Include copies of current audit 
quali�cations and current professional accreditations/memberships) :

I, [name of auditor1]___________________________________________________ of [name of organisation 
and full address] �__________________________________________________________________
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14 / Independent Audit and Audit Report Guidelines—for controlled actions which have been approved under Chapter 4 of the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999

In making this declaration, I am aware that section 491 of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) makes it an o�ence in certain circumstances to knowingly provide false or 
misleading information or documents to speci�ed persons who are known to be performing a duty or carrying 
out a function under the EPBC Act or the regulations.� �e o�ence is punishable on conviction by imprisonment 
for not more than 1�year, a �ne not more than 60 penalty units, or both.� An extract of section 491 of the EPBC 
Act is attached 

Signed    _____________________________________________

Full name (please print) _____________________________________________

Organisation (please print) _____________________________________________

Date    ______/______/______

Footnote:

1. Where an organisation or a team of auditors is nominated to undertake the audit, each individual that is 
nominated is to complete a separate declaration.

2. �e curriculum vitaes of all audit team members are to be submitted with the declaration outlining their 
relevant experience and quali�cations.
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Appendix A—Auditor’s Declaration 
of Independence

I, [name of auditor1]___________________________________________________ of [name of organisation 
and full address] �__________________________________________________________________

declare that to the best of my knowledge and belief I and my organisation do not have any con�icting or 
competing interests with:

�e Auditee [ name of Auditee]________________________

_______________________________________, the Auditee’s sta� or representatives or other persons 
associated with the Auditee, including any personal, �nancial, business or employment relationship, except to the 
extent detailed below. 

�e project to be audited [name of EPBC Act project] ______________________________________________
_________________.

I shall notify the Department of the Environment within seven days of any change in these circumstances or any 
other change that may a�ect my independent status.

I shall at all times observe any professional code of conduct and/or ethics applicable to undertaking audits (i.e. – 
as prescribed by the agency with which I hold accreditation/membership). I take full responsibility for any factual 
inaccuracy or mistake made in giving this declaration, particularly to the extent that others rely upon the truth 
of this declaration. I acknowledge that the Department of the Environment may request further information to 
verify my independence at any time.

Details of any personal, �nancial, business or employment relationship with the Auditee, the Auditee’s sta�, 
representatives or associated persons. (�is is in the context of both the person making the declaration and the 
organisation that they are employed by – specify ‘nil’ if none):

Details of any personal, �nancial, business or employment relationship with the project to be audited. (�is is in the 
context of both the person making the declaration and the organisation that they are employed by - specify ‘nil’ if none):

Details of audit quali�cations and professional accreditations/memberships. (Include copies of current audit 
quali�cations and current professional accreditations/memberships) :
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14 / Independent Audit and Audit Report Guidelines—for controlled actions which have been approved under Chapter 4 of the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999

In making this declaration, I am aware that section 491 of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) makes it an o�ence in certain circumstances to knowingly provide false or 
misleading information or documents to speci�ed persons who are known to be performing a duty or carrying 
out a function under the EPBC Act or the regulations.� �e o�ence is punishable on conviction by imprisonment 
for not more than 1�year, a �ne not more than 60 penalty units, or both.� An extract of section 491 of the EPBC 
Act is attached 

Signed    _____________________________________________

Full name (please print) _____________________________________________

Organisation (please print) _____________________________________________

Date    ______/______/______

Footnote:

1. Where an organisation or a team of auditors is nominated to undertake the audit, each individual that is 
nominated is to complete a separate declaration.

2. �e curriculum vitaes of all audit team members are to be submitted with the declaration outlining their 
relevant experience and quali�cations.
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Appendix A—Auditor’s Declaration 
of Independence

I, [name of auditor1]___________________________________________________ of [name of organisation 
and full address] �__________________________________________________________________

declare that to the best of my knowledge and belief I and my organisation do not have any con�icting or 
competing interests with:

�e Auditee [ name of Auditee]________________________

_______________________________________, the Auditee’s sta� or representatives or other persons 
associated with the Auditee, including any personal, �nancial, business or employment relationship, except to the 
extent detailed below. 

�e project to be audited [name of EPBC Act project] ______________________________________________
_________________.

I shall notify the Department of the Environment within seven days of any change in these circumstances or any 
other change that may a�ect my independent status.

I shall at all times observe any professional code of conduct and/or ethics applicable to undertaking audits (i.e. – 
as prescribed by the agency with which I hold accreditation/membership). I take full responsibility for any factual 
inaccuracy or mistake made in giving this declaration, particularly to the extent that others rely upon the truth 
of this declaration. I acknowledge that the Department of the Environment may request further information to 
verify my independence at any time.

Details of any personal, �nancial, business or employment relationship with the Auditee, the Auditee’s sta�, 
representatives or associated persons. (�is is in the context of both the person making the declaration and the 
organisation that they are employed by – specify ‘nil’ if none):

Details of any personal, �nancial, business or employment relationship with the project to be audited. (�is is in the 
context of both the person making the declaration and the organisation that they are employed by - specify ‘nil’ if none):

Details of audit quali�cations and professional accreditations/memberships. (Include copies of current audit 
quali�cations and current professional accreditations/memberships) :
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14 / Independent Audit and Audit Report Guidelines—for controlled actions which have been approved under Chapter 4 of the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999

In making this declaration, I am aware that section 491 of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) makes it an o�ence in certain circumstances to knowingly provide false or 
misleading information or documents to speci�ed persons who are known to be performing a duty or carrying 
out a function under the EPBC Act or the regulations.� �e o�ence is punishable on conviction by imprisonment 
for not more than 1�year, a �ne not more than 60 penalty units, or both.� An extract of section 491 of the EPBC 
Act is attached 

Signed    _____________________________________________

Full name (please print) _____________________________________________

Organisation (please print) _____________________________________________

Date    ______/______/______

Footnote:

1. Where an organisation or a team of auditors is nominated to undertake the audit, each individual that is 
nominated is to complete a separate declaration.

2. �e curriculum vitaes of all audit team members are to be submitted with the declaration outlining their 
relevant experience and quali�cations.
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Appendix A—Auditor’s Declaration 
of Independence

I, [name of auditor1]___________________________________________________ of [name of organisation 
and full address] �__________________________________________________________________

declare that to the best of my knowledge and belief I and my organisation do not have any con�icting or 
competing interests with:

�e Auditee [ name of Auditee]________________________

_______________________________________, the Auditee’s sta� or representatives or other persons 
associated with the Auditee, including any personal, �nancial, business or employment relationship, except to the 
extent detailed below. 

�e project to be audited [name of EPBC Act project] ______________________________________________
_________________.

I shall notify the Department of the Environment within seven days of any change in these circumstances or any 
other change that may a�ect my independent status.

I shall at all times observe any professional code of conduct and/or ethics applicable to undertaking audits (i.e. – 
as prescribed by the agency with which I hold accreditation/membership). I take full responsibility for any factual 
inaccuracy or mistake made in giving this declaration, particularly to the extent that others rely upon the truth 
of this declaration. I acknowledge that the Department of the Environment may request further information to 
verify my independence at any time.

Details of any personal, �nancial, business or employment relationship with the Auditee, the Auditee’s sta�, 
representatives or associated persons. (�is is in the context of both the person making the declaration and the 
organisation that they are employed by – specify ‘nil’ if none):

Details of any personal, �nancial, business or employment relationship with the project to be audited. (�is is in the 
context of both the person making the declaration and the organisation that they are employed by - specify ‘nil’ if none):

Details of audit quali�cations and professional accreditations/memberships. (Include copies of current audit 
quali�cations and current professional accreditations/memberships) :
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14 / Independent Audit and Audit Report Guidelines—for controlled actions which have been approved under Chapter 4 of the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999

In making this declaration, I am aware that section 491 of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) makes it an o�ence in certain circumstances to knowingly provide false or 
misleading information or documents to speci�ed persons who are known to be performing a duty or carrying 
out a function under the EPBC Act or the regulations.� �e o�ence is punishable on conviction by imprisonment 
for not more than 1�year, a �ne not more than 60 penalty units, or both.� An extract of section 491 of the EPBC 
Act is attached 

Signed    _____________________________________________

Full name (please print) _____________________________________________

Organisation (please print) _____________________________________________

Date    ______/______/______

Footnote:

1. Where an organisation or a team of auditors is nominated to undertake the audit, each individual that is 
nominated is to complete a separate declaration.

2. �e curriculum vitaes of all audit team members are to be submitted with the declaration outlining their 
relevant experience and quali�cations.
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Appendix A—Auditor’s Declaration 
of Independence

I, [name of auditor1]___________________________________________________ of [name of organisation 
and full address] �__________________________________________________________________

declare that to the best of my knowledge and belief I and my organisation do not have any con�icting or 
competing interests with:

�e Auditee [ name of Auditee]________________________

_______________________________________, the Auditee’s sta� or representatives or other persons 
associated with the Auditee, including any personal, �nancial, business or employment relationship, except to the 
extent detailed below. 

�e project to be audited [name of EPBC Act project] ______________________________________________
_________________.

I shall notify the Department of the Environment within seven days of any change in these circumstances or any 
other change that may a�ect my independent status.

I shall at all times observe any professional code of conduct and/or ethics applicable to undertaking audits (i.e. – 
as prescribed by the agency with which I hold accreditation/membership). I take full responsibility for any factual 
inaccuracy or mistake made in giving this declaration, particularly to the extent that others rely upon the truth 
of this declaration. I acknowledge that the Department of the Environment may request further information to 
verify my independence at any time.

Details of any personal, �nancial, business or employment relationship with the Auditee, the Auditee’s sta�, 
representatives or associated persons. (�is is in the context of both the person making the declaration and the 
organisation that they are employed by – specify ‘nil’ if none):

Details of any personal, �nancial, business or employment relationship with the project to be audited. (�is is in the 
context of both the person making the declaration and the organisation that they are employed by - specify ‘nil’ if none):

Details of audit quali�cations and professional accreditations/memberships. (Include copies of current audit 
quali�cations and current professional accreditations/memberships) :
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14 / Independent Audit and Audit Report Guidelines—for controlled actions which have been approved under Chapter 4 of the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999

In making this declaration, I am aware that section 491 of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) makes it an o�ence in certain circumstances to knowingly provide false or 
misleading information or documents to speci�ed persons who are known to be performing a duty or carrying 
out a function under the EPBC Act or the regulations.� �e o�ence is punishable on conviction by imprisonment 
for not more than 1�year, a �ne not more than 60 penalty units, or both.� An extract of section 491 of the EPBC 
Act is attached 

Signed    _____________________________________________

Full name (please print) _____________________________________________

Organisation (please print) _____________________________________________

Date    ______/______/______

Footnote:

1. Where an organisation or a team of auditors is nominated to undertake the audit, each individual that is 
nominated is to complete a separate declaration.

2. �e curriculum vitaes of all audit team members are to be submitted with the declaration outlining their 
relevant experience and quali�cations.
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Appendix A—Auditor’s Declaration 
of Independence

I, [name of auditor1]___________________________________________________ of [name of organisation 
and full address] �__________________________________________________________________

declare that to the best of my knowledge and belief I and my organisation do not have any con�icting or 
competing interests with:

�e Auditee [ name of Auditee]________________________

_______________________________________, the Auditee’s sta� or representatives or other persons 
associated with the Auditee, including any personal, �nancial, business or employment relationship, except to the 
extent detailed below. 

�e project to be audited [name of EPBC Act project] ______________________________________________
_________________.

I shall notify the Department of the Environment within seven days of any change in these circumstances or any 
other change that may a�ect my independent status.

I shall at all times observe any professional code of conduct and/or ethics applicable to undertaking audits (i.e. – 
as prescribed by the agency with which I hold accreditation/membership). I take full responsibility for any factual 
inaccuracy or mistake made in giving this declaration, particularly to the extent that others rely upon the truth 
of this declaration. I acknowledge that the Department of the Environment may request further information to 
verify my independence at any time.

Details of any personal, �nancial, business or employment relationship with the Auditee, the Auditee’s sta�, 
representatives or associated persons. (�is is in the context of both the person making the declaration and the 
organisation that they are employed by – specify ‘nil’ if none):

Details of any personal, �nancial, business or employment relationship with the project to be audited. (�is is in the 
context of both the person making the declaration and the organisation that they are employed by - specify ‘nil’ if none):

Details of audit quali�cations and professional accreditations/memberships. (Include copies of current audit 
quali�cations and current professional accreditations/memberships) :
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14 / Independent Audit and Audit Report Guidelines—for controlled actions which have been approved under Chapter 4 of the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999

In making this declaration, I am aware that section 491 of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) makes it an o�ence in certain circumstances to knowingly provide false or 
misleading information or documents to speci�ed persons who are known to be performing a duty or carrying 
out a function under the EPBC Act or the regulations.� �e o�ence is punishable on conviction by imprisonment 
for not more than 1�year, a �ne not more than 60 penalty units, or both.� An extract of section 491 of the EPBC 
Act is attached 

Signed    _____________________________________________

Full name (please print) _____________________________________________

Organisation (please print) _____________________________________________

Date    ______/______/______

Footnote:

1. Where an organisation or a team of auditors is nominated to undertake the audit, each individual that is 
nominated is to complete a separate declaration.

2. �e curriculum vitaes of all audit team members are to be submitted with the declaration outlining their 
relevant experience and quali�cations.
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Appendix A—Auditor’s Declaration 
of Independence

I, [name of auditor1]___________________________________________________ of [name of organisation 
and full address] �__________________________________________________________________

declare that to the best of my knowledge and belief I and my organisation do not have any con�icting or 
competing interests with:

�e Auditee [ name of Auditee]________________________

_______________________________________, the Auditee’s sta� or representatives or other persons 
associated with the Auditee, including any personal, �nancial, business or employment relationship, except to the 
extent detailed below. 

�e project to be audited [name of EPBC Act project] ______________________________________________
_________________.

I shall notify the Department of the Environment within seven days of any change in these circumstances or any 
other change that may a�ect my independent status.

I shall at all times observe any professional code of conduct and/or ethics applicable to undertaking audits (i.e. – 
as prescribed by the agency with which I hold accreditation/membership). I take full responsibility for any factual 
inaccuracy or mistake made in giving this declaration, particularly to the extent that others rely upon the truth 
of this declaration. I acknowledge that the Department of the Environment may request further information to 
verify my independence at any time.

Details of any personal, �nancial, business or employment relationship with the Auditee, the Auditee’s sta�, 
representatives or associated persons. (�is is in the context of both the person making the declaration and the 
organisation that they are employed by – specify ‘nil’ if none):

Details of any personal, �nancial, business or employment relationship with the project to be audited. (�is is in the 
context of both the person making the declaration and the organisation that they are employed by - specify ‘nil’ if none):

Details of audit quali�cations and professional accreditations/memberships. (Include copies of current audit 
quali�cations and current professional accreditations/memberships) :
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14 / Independent Audit and Audit Report Guidelines—for controlled actions which have been approved under Chapter 4 of the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999

In making this declaration, I am aware that section 491 of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) makes it an o�ence in certain circumstances to knowingly provide false or 
misleading information or documents to speci�ed persons who are known to be performing a duty or carrying 
out a function under the EPBC Act or the regulations.� �e o�ence is punishable on conviction by imprisonment 
for not more than 1�year, a �ne not more than 60 penalty units, or both.� An extract of section 491 of the EPBC 
Act is attached 

Signed    _____________________________________________

Full name (please print) _____________________________________________

Organisation (please print) _____________________________________________

Date    ______/______/______

Footnote:

1. Where an organisation or a team of auditors is nominated to undertake the audit, each individual that is 
nominated is to complete a separate declaration.

2. �e curriculum vitaes of all audit team members are to be submitted with the declaration outlining their 
relevant experience and quali�cations.
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Appendix A—Auditor’s Declaration 
of Independence

I, [name of auditor1]___________________________________________________ of [name of organisation 
and full address] �__________________________________________________________________

declare that to the best of my knowledge and belief I and my organisation do not have any con�icting or 
competing interests with:

�e Auditee [ name of Auditee]________________________

_______________________________________, the Auditee’s sta� or representatives or other persons 
associated with the Auditee, including any personal, �nancial, business or employment relationship, except to the 
extent detailed below. 

�e project to be audited [name of EPBC Act project] ______________________________________________
_________________.

I shall notify the Department of the Environment within seven days of any change in these circumstances or any 
other change that may a�ect my independent status.

I shall at all times observe any professional code of conduct and/or ethics applicable to undertaking audits (i.e. – 
as prescribed by the agency with which I hold accreditation/membership). I take full responsibility for any factual 
inaccuracy or mistake made in giving this declaration, particularly to the extent that others rely upon the truth 
of this declaration. I acknowledge that the Department of the Environment may request further information to 
verify my independence at any time.

Details of any personal, �nancial, business or employment relationship with the Auditee, the Auditee’s sta�, 
representatives or associated persons. (�is is in the context of both the person making the declaration and the 
organisation that they are employed by – specify ‘nil’ if none):

Details of any personal, �nancial, business or employment relationship with the project to be audited. (�is is in the 
context of both the person making the declaration and the organisation that they are employed by - specify ‘nil’ if none):

Details of audit quali�cations and professional accreditations/memberships. (Include copies of current audit 
quali�cations and current professional accreditations/memberships) :
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14 / Independent Audit and Audit Report Guidelines—for controlled actions which have been approved under Chapter 4 of the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999

In making this declaration, I am aware that section 491 of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) makes it an o�ence in certain circumstances to knowingly provide false or 
misleading information or documents to speci�ed persons who are known to be performing a duty or carrying 
out a function under the EPBC Act or the regulations.� �e o�ence is punishable on conviction by imprisonment 
for not more than 1�year, a �ne not more than 60 penalty units, or both.� An extract of section 491 of the EPBC 
Act is attached 

Signed    _____________________________________________

Full name (please print) _____________________________________________

Organisation (please print) _____________________________________________

Date    ______/______/______

Footnote:

1. Where an organisation or a team of auditors is nominated to undertake the audit, each individual that is 
nominated is to complete a separate declaration.

2. �e curriculum vitaes of all audit team members are to be submitted with the declaration outlining their 
relevant experience and quali�cations.
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Appendix A—Auditor’s Declaration 
of Independence

I, [name of auditor1]___________________________________________________ of [name of organisation 
and full address] �__________________________________________________________________

declare that to the best of my knowledge and belief I and my organisation do not have any con�icting or 
competing interests with:

�e Auditee [ name of Auditee]________________________

_______________________________________, the Auditee’s sta� or representatives or other persons 
associated with the Auditee, including any personal, �nancial, business or employment relationship, except to the 
extent detailed below. 

�e project to be audited [name of EPBC Act project] ______________________________________________
_________________.

I shall notify the Department of the Environment within seven days of any change in these circumstances or any 
other change that may a�ect my independent status.

I shall at all times observe any professional code of conduct and/or ethics applicable to undertaking audits (i.e. – 
as prescribed by the agency with which I hold accreditation/membership). I take full responsibility for any factual 
inaccuracy or mistake made in giving this declaration, particularly to the extent that others rely upon the truth 
of this declaration. I acknowledge that the Department of the Environment may request further information to 
verify my independence at any time.

Details of any personal, �nancial, business or employment relationship with the Auditee, the Auditee’s sta�, 
representatives or associated persons. (�is is in the context of both the person making the declaration and the 
organisation that they are employed by – specify ‘nil’ if none):

Details of any personal, �nancial, business or employment relationship with the project to be audited. (�is is in the 
context of both the person making the declaration and the organisation that they are employed by - specify ‘nil’ if none):

Details of audit quali�cations and professional accreditations/memberships. (Include copies of current audit 
quali�cations and current professional accreditations/memberships) :
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14 / Independent Audit and Audit Report Guidelines—for controlled actions which have been approved under Chapter 4 of the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999

In making this declaration, I am aware that section 491 of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) makes it an o�ence in certain circumstances to knowingly provide false or 
misleading information or documents to speci�ed persons who are known to be performing a duty or carrying 
out a function under the EPBC Act or the regulations.� �e o�ence is punishable on conviction by imprisonment 
for not more than 1�year, a �ne not more than 60 penalty units, or both.� An extract of section 491 of the EPBC 
Act is attached 

Signed    _____________________________________________

Full name (please print) _____________________________________________

Organisation (please print) _____________________________________________

Date    ______/______/______

Footnote:

1. Where an organisation or a team of auditors is nominated to undertake the audit, each individual that is 
nominated is to complete a separate declaration.

2. �e curriculum vitaes of all audit team members are to be submitted with the declaration outlining their 
relevant experience and quali�cations.
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Condition Details Compliance 
status 

Relevant evidence Commentary 

Schedule 2 �± ADMINISTRATIVE CONDITIONS 

OBLIGATIONS TO MINIMISE HARM TO THE ENVIRONMENT 

1 In addition to meeting the specific performance criteria established under this approval, the 
Proponent shall implement all reasonable and feasible measures to prevent and/or minimise any 
harm to the environment that may result from the construction, operation, or rehabilitation of the 
project. 

compliant �x this audit 

�x site inspection completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x Annual Reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25 

�x EPL Annual Returns for 2022, 2023, 2024 and 2025 

�x 14 day monitoring data as available on the Project website 

Pit tops drainage and water recycling and treatment systems were 
inspected and appear to be functioning well. 

General housekeeping of the Sites was found to be adequate, with sites 
well maintained, and minimal equipment or material stored outside of 
warehouses. Solid waste segregation bins were observed pit tops. Waste 
sorting areas for scrap metal were observed during the Site inspection. 
Designated waste contractor (Cleanaway) sorting areas were also sighted. 

Whilst there have been a number of performance criteria exceedances and 
non-compliances reported during the audit period, BSO is generally 
undertaking operations in a manner that ensure all measures are in place to 
minimize environmental harm. 

A number of improvement projects have occurred across the various sites 
during the audit period, including: 

�x installation of automated sprinkler systems for irrigation of water. 

�x use of coal wash for base in haul road construction, with the road to 
completed in FY26. 

�x additional bunding structures and diversion systems installed 

�x recycling of old steel structures 

�x general maintenance and upgrades to equipment 

2022 IEA findings: 

2022 IEA Recommendation (R)01: 

Whilst material harm has not been identified, items that have the potential to 
cause contamination (such as items containing oil and fuels) should be 
placed on bunded concrete pads that drain to treatment facilities. 

2025 IEA findings: 

Status of R01: 

Closed out - conduct of the 2025 IEA has found that the relevant 
contaminant materials were suitably bunded. 

TERMS OF APPROVAL 

2 The Proponent must carry out the project:  

(a) generally in accordance with the EA, Statement of Commitments and PPR;  

(b) in accordance with the conditions of this approval; and  

(c) in accordance with any written directions of the Planning Secretary.  

Note: The general layout of the project is shown in Appendices 2 to 4 

non-compliant 
(low) 

�x this audit 

�x site inspection completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

Conduct of the audit, including review of documentation, site interviews and 
site inspection indicate that ICHPL is non-compliant with this condition with 
the following conditions of approval being identified as non-compliant: 

�x Schedule 2, Condition 12 (Low) 

�x Schedule 3, Condition 5 (Low) 

�x Schedule 3, Condition 9 (ANC) 

�x Schedule 4, Condition 15 (Low) 

�x Schedule 6, Condition 5 (ANC) 

�x Schedule 6, Condition 10 (Low) 

3 If there is any inconsistency between the above documents, the more recent document shall prevail 
to the extent of the inconsistency. However, the conditions of this approval shall prevail to the extent 
of any inconsistency. 

note note noted 

4 Consistent with the requirements of this approval, the Planning Secretary may make written 
directions to the Proponent in relation to:  

(a) the content of any strategy, study, system, plan, program, review, audit, notification, report or 
correspondence submitted under or otherwise made in relation to this approval, including those that 
are required to be, and have been, approved by the Planning Secretary; and  

(b) the implementation of any actions or measures contained in any such document referred to in 
condition 4(a). 

Not triggered �x this audit 

�x site inspection completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x management plan review log 

�x review of Project documentation  

No written directions of this nature were received over the audit period. 

LIMITS ON APPROVAL 

Mining Operations 

5 The Proponent may carry out mining operations on the site until 31 December 2041.  

Notes:  

�x Under this approval, the Proponent is required to decommission and rehabilitate the site and 
perform additional undertakings in relation to mining operations. Consequently, this approval will 

note NA NA �± audit is within the approved mining operations period specified in the 
condition 
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Condition Details Compliance 
status 

Relevant evidence Commentary 

continue to apply in all other respects other than the right to conduct mining operations until the 
rehabilitation of the site and these additional undertakings have been carried out satisfactorily 

�x Mining operations and rehabilitation are also regulated under the Mining Act 1992. 

Coal Extraction and Production 

6 The Proponent shall not:  

(a) extract more than 10.5 million tonnes of ROM coal from the site in a financial year, or  

(b) transport more than 9.3 million tonnes of product coal from the site in a financial year. 

compliant �x tonnage summaries for FY23, FY24 and FY25 

�x Annual Reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25 

 

A review of the relevant documentation showed that extraction and transport 
were within the limits of the condition and in the order of: 

�x extraction:  

�‚ FY23 �± 3.787 million tonnes (Mt) 

�‚ FY24 �± 3.707 Mt 

�‚ FY25 �± 4.389 Mt 

�x transport: 

�‚ FY23 �± 3.165 Mt 

�‚ FY24 �± 3.055 Mt 

�‚ FY25 �± 3.547 Mt 

Appin Ventilation Shaft No. 6 

6A The Proponent may operate Appin Ventilation Shaft No. 6 until 31 December 2041, unless otherwise 
agreed by the Planning Secretary.  

Note: Under this approval, the Proponent is required to rehabilitate the site and perform additional 
undertakings, to the satisfaction of the Planning Secretary and DRE. Consequently, this approval will 
continue to apply in all other respects other than the right to bore and operate the ventilation shaft 
until the site has been properly rehabilitated. 

note NA NA �± audit is within the approved mining operations period specified in the 
condition 

Hours of Operation 

7 The Proponent may undertake mining operations and mine ventilation activities 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week. 

note NA NA 

7A The Proponent shall comply with the construction and operating hours listed in Table 1A for the 
Appin Ventilation Shaft No.6 

 
Notes: 

�x *Some road works potentially requiring traffic management measures, such as cutting in the 
access road to Menangle Road, line marking the intersection and installation of asphaltic 
�F�R�Q�F�U�H�W�H�����P�D�\���E�H���X�Q�G�H�U�W�D�N�H�Q���R�X�W�V�L�G�H���W�K�H�V�H���K�R�X�U�V�����V�X�E�M�H�F�W���W�R���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�¶�V���D�S�S�U�Rval) to take 
advantage of reduced traffic volumes. 

�µ�(�P�H�U�J�H�Q�F�\���S�X�U�S�R�V�H�V�¶���L�Q���7�D�E�O�H�V�����$���D�Q�G�����%���U�H�I�H�U�V���W�R���L�Q�V�W�D�Q�F�H�V���Z�K�H�U�H���W�K�H���F�H�V�V�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q��
or operating activities would have the potential to generate serious harm to the environment or 
serious safety issues. Should these activities be conducted outside of the hours permitted, a report 
must be provided to the Department within 7 days of the event containing relevant information and/or 
to demonstrate the specific emergency purposes and circumstances at the time. 

compliant �x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x Annual Review for FY23, FY24 and FY25 

Site interviews confirmed that ventilation shaft 6 was completed prior to the 
audit period, in August 2015. During the audit period, the following 
construction activities were undertaken at Ventilation Shaft No.6: 

�x During FY24 there was an instalment of a new spare electric 
compressor with noise attenuation panels replacing the previous diesel 
generator that would be hired during maintenance etc. 

�x During FY25 there was an instalment of automated pump switching and 
level sensors were installed on the water supply from the Nepean River 
to prevent excess water usage. Pumps automatically shut off when the 
site water storages are full, preventing potential overflow events. 

7B The Proponent must comply with the construction and operating hours listed in Table 1B for the 
Appin Mine Ventilation and Access Site: 

compliant �x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x Annual Review for FY23, FY24 and FY25 

Construction activities commenced at Ventilation Shaft 7/8 in July 2022 with 
works continuing throughout the FY24 and FY25 reporting period. 
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The FY25 Annual Review reports that the main sink of the No. 8 shaft 
commenced in October 2024 and No. 7 shaft commenced in April 2025 and 
will be ongoing until the shafts reach their target depth of 560 m and 590 m 
respectively. The installation of noise mitigation required to allow 24-7 
sinking activities as well as the installation of service boreholes for power, 
communications, compressed air and gas monitoring has been completed. 

No non-compliances were identified. 

SURRENDER OF CONSENTS AND APPROVALS 

8 By 31 December 2012, or as otherwise agreed by the Planning Secretary, the Proponent shall 
surrender all existing development consents and project approvals for mining operations relied on by 
the Proponent for the site (other than this approval) in accordance with Sections 75YA and 104A of 
the EP&A Act. 

Note: This requirement does not extend to the surrender of construction and occupation certificates 
for existing and proposed building works under Part 4A of the EP&A Act. Surrender of a consent or 
approval should not be understood as implying that works legally constructed under a valid consent 
or approval can no longer be legally maintained or used. 

not triggered NA This condition is outside of the audit period and occurred prior to this audit. 

9 Prior to the surrender of these consents and/or approvals, the conditions of this approval (including 
any notes) shall prevail to the extent of any inconsistency with the conditions of these consents 
and/or approvals. 

not triggered NA As per above comment. 

STRUCTURAL ADEQUACY 

10 The Proponent shall ensure that all new buildings and structures, and any alterations or additions to 
existing buildings and structure, that are part of the project are constructed in accordance with:  

(a) the relevant requirements of the BCA; and  

(b) any additional requirements of the MSB SA NSW where the building or structure is located on 
land within declared Mine Subsidence Districts.  

Notes:  

�x Under Part 6 of the EP&A Act, the Proponent is required to obtain construction and occupation 
certificates for the proposed building works.  

�x Parts 1-9 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment (Development Certification and Fire 
Safety) Regulation 2021 sets out the requirements for the certification of the project. 

compliant �x site inspection completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x Annual Reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25 

�x design reports, construction, installation and completion certifications for: 

�‚ Product Coal Bin 3 �± Construction Certification (dated 4 April 2025) 

�‚ Product Coal Bins - Completion Construction Certification (dated 7 
August 2025) 

�‚ Installation Certificate �± Smoke Detection and Alarm System (dated 5 
September 2023) 

�‚ supply and installation letter for Appin North Water Treatment Plant 
Switch Room (dated 14 February 2023) 

�‚ architectural design and documentation assessment report �± muster 
shed (confirming the design will meet requirements of Building Code of 
Australia 2019) (dated 30 January 2023) 

�‚ architectural design and documentation assessment report �± existing 
demountable offices (confirming the design will meet the requirements of 
Building Code of Australia 2023) (dated 15 June 2023) 

�‚ Project Handover Document for Tech Services at Appin West (dated 7 
December 2022) 

�‚ Certificate of Compliance for switch room and winder control building 
(dated 18 October 2023) 

 

Review of design report, construction, installation and completion 
certificates for coal bins, relevant technical services and on-site structures 
has demonstrated compliance with the requirements of the condition. 

DEMOLITION 

11 The Proponent shall ensure that all demolition work is carried out in accordance with Australian 
Standard AS 2601-2001: The Demolition of Structures, or its latest version 

compliant Annual Reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25 

 

The FY23 Annual Review reported that an old engineering building was 
demolished to construct a new Appin West Muster Shed used for pre-shift 
briefings and other operational training/communication for the workforce. 

OPERATION OF PLANT AND EQUIPMENT 
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Condition Details Compliance 
status 

Relevant evidence Commentary 

12 The Proponent shall ensure that all plant and equipment used at the site is: 

(a) maintained in a proper and efficient condition; and 

(b) operated in a proper and efficient manner. 

non-compliant 
(low) 

�x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x Annual Reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25, including reporting of incidents, 
non-compliances and exceedances 

�x environmental skills matrix, tracking currency of training (generated 12 
September 2025) 

�x environmental general training and competency form �± samples for relevant 
environment personnel (dated October 2024, January 2025 and August 
2025) 

�x tracking of currency of all ICHPL �S�H�U�V�R�Q�Q�H�O�¶�V���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H 
environmental awareness training online course (excel spreadsheet) 

�x Plant and Equipment Compliance Checklist samples for: 

�‚ EWP/Scissor Lift (dated 30 May 2025 and 7 June 2025) 

�‚ Generators Welders and Ancillary Plant (dated 5 June 2025 and 28 May 
2025) 

�‚ Generators (incl. Plan with Integrated Generators (dated 3 June 2026)  

�‚ Surface Materials Handling Equipment (dated 30 May 2025) 

�x Sample Job Pack for Appin East 3000T Bin Repairs (dated June 2025) 

2022 IEA findings: 

2022 IEA R02: 

Modification to the ferric chloride bund was undertaken during the audit 
period to re-instate adequate secondary containment. No further actions are 
necessary. 

2025 IEA findings: 

Status of 2022 R02:  

Closed out with no further actions identified as necessary. 

Review of the sample compliance checklists, training matrix, relevant 
training and competency forms, and tracking of training indicate that plant 
and equipment is being maintained and operated in accordance with the 
requirements of this condition. 

ICHPL reported a non-compliance in relation to this condition after the NSW 
EPA identified that the pump equipment at the AMVA Project was not 
operating in a proper and efficient manner during their site visit.  

It was found that the Principal Contractor did not adequately supervise the 
discharge resulting in a turbid water discharge exceedance on 19 April 
2023. As clean-up activities commenced within a reasonable timeframe and 
response actions were proportionate to the non-compliance, no CA is 
proposed. 

Another self-reported non-compliance in relation to this condition was 
identified on 18 December 2023, with the logbook requirements of works 
approval 10WA117285 �± Mountbatten not being maintained accordingly. As 
the response included reviewing all water meters to ensure any additional 
requirements needed to maintain logbooks were met, no CA or OFI has 
been identified. 

STAGED SUBMISSION OF STRATEGIES, PLANS OR PROGRAMS 

13 With the approval of the Planning Secretary, the Proponent may submit any strategies, plans or 
programs required by this approval on a progressive basis. 

Notes: 

�x While any strategy, plan or program may be submitted on a progressive basis, the Proponent will 
need to ensure that the existing operations on site are covered by suitable strategies, plans or 
programs at all times; and 

�x If the submission of any strategy, plan or program is to be staged, then the relevant strategy, 
plan or program must clearly describe the specific stage to which the strategy, plan or program 
applies, the relationship of this stage to any future stages, and the trigger for updating the 
strategy, plan or program. 

compliant  �x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x review of all management plans, strategies and programs required, 
including: 

�‚ Adaptive Management Plan for Water Sensitive EPBC Act Listed 
Species, Version 1.2 dated 19/07/2024, approved by DCCEEW on 
10/09/2024 

�‚ Broad Headed Snake and Southern Brown Bandicoot Management 
Plan, Version 2 dated 30/01/2025, approved by NSW DPHI on 
09/04/2025 and Commonwealth (Cth) DCCEEW on 10/06/2025 

�‚ Persoonia hirsuta Offset Management Plan, Version 1.1 dated 
27/04/2022, approved by Department of Planning, Industry and 
Environment (DPIE) on 03/12/2021 and the former Commonwealth 
Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment (DAWE) on 
18/05/2022  

�‚ Pollution Incident Response Management Plan EPL 2504 (APN), 
Version 3 dated December 2024 

�‚ Shale Sandstone Transition Forest Offset Management Plan, Version 2 
dated November 2024 

�‚ Ventilation Shaft 6 Biodiversity Offset Strategy, Version 2.1 dated 
February 2025, version 2 was approved by former NSW DPIE on 
20/11/2020 

�‚ Georges River Rehabilitation Plan Appin Colliery, Version 1 dated 
7/08/2023, approved by the NSW Resources Regulator (RR) on 
24/04/2020 and former NSW Department of Planning and Environment 
(DPE) on 25/06/2020, the plan now forms a part of the Rehabilitation 
Management Plan 

�‚ Appin Mine Rehabilitation Management Plan, Version 3 dated 
27/06/2025 

�£ Rehabilitation Objectives Statement ROBJ0001518 Appin Colliery, 
approved by the NSW RR on 19/06/2025 

�£ Final Landform and Rehabilitation Plans, approved by the NSW RR 
on 19/06/2025 

�£ Completion Criteria is currently under review in consultation with the 
NSW RR 

�‚ Appin Mine Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Management Plan, Version 
4 dated December 2024, approved by NSW DPHI on 15/01/2025 

A number of plans have been updated during the audit period, including: 

�x Adaptive Management Plan for Water Sensitive EPBC Act Listed 
Species (AMP) 

�x Broad Headed Snake and Southern Brown Bandicoot Management 
Plan 

�x Pollution Incident Response Management Plan EPL 2504 (PIRMP) 

�x Ventilation Shaft 6 Biodiversity Offset Strategy, Version 2.1 dated 
February 2025 

�x Georges River Rehabilitation Plan Appin Colliery (GRRP) 

�x Appin Mine Rehabilitation Management Plan (RMP) 

�x Appin Mine Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Management Plan 
(AQGHGMP) 

�x Appin Mine Coal Wash Emplacement Area Management Plan 
(CWEAMP) 

�x Appin Mine Environmental Management Strategy (EMS) 

�x Appin Mine Gas Drainage Management Plan (GDMP) 

�x Appin Mine Heritage Management Plan (HMP) 

�x Appin Mine Noise Management Plan (NMP) 

�x Appin Mine Surface Activities Management Plan (SAMP) 

�x Appin Mine Traffic Management Plan (TMP) 

�x Appin Mine Ventilation and Access Project Construction Environmental 
Management Plan (CEMP) 

�x Appin Mine Waste Management Plan (Waste MP) 

�x Appin Mine Water Management Plan (WMP) 

�x Bulli Seam Operations Regional Seismic Event Monitoring Program 
(BSO MP) 

�x Biodiversity Offset Strategy Illawarra Metallurgical Coal (BOS) 

�x Appin Mine Biodiversity Management Plan (BMP) 

EPs for BSO are submitted on a progressive basis, as underground mining 
progresses and new longwall mining panels are required to be constructed. 
No new EPs were submitted during the audit period, however a new EP is 
expected to be submitted in FY26 for the commencement of LW712.  

The CWEAMP is updated in accordance with the progression of stages. 
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�‚ Appin Mine Coal Wash Emplacement Area Management Plan, Version 6 
dated 29/01/2025, approved by DPHI on 09/04/2025 and commonwealth 
DCCEEW on 10/06/2025  

�‚ Appin Mine Environmental Management Strategy, Version 2 dated 
December 2024, approved by DPHI on 15/01/2025  

�‚ Appin Mine Gas Drainage Management Plan, Version 7 dated 
November 2024, approved by DPHI on 14/02/2025  

�‚ Appin Mine Heritage Management Plan, Version 2 dated May 2025, 
approved by DPHI on 28/05/2025  

�‚ Appin Mine Noise Management Plan, Version 3 dated December 2024, 
approved by DPHI on 15/02/2025 

�‚ Appin Mine Surface Activities Management Plan, Version 2 dated 
November 2024, approved by DPHI on 07/02/2025 

�‚ Appin Mine Traffic Management Plan, Version 2 dated May 2025, 
approved by DPHI on 05/06/2025 

�‚ Appin Mine Ventilation and Access Project Construction Environmental 
Management Plan, Version 3 dated 25/03/2025, approved by DPHI on 
07/04/2025 

�‚ Appin Mine Waste Management Plan, Version 2 dated November 2022, 
approved by former DPE on 24/11/2022 

�‚ Appin Mine Water Management Plan, Version 2.1 dated May 2025 on 
website for minor administrative changes, however, Version 2 dated 
January 2025 was approved by DPHI on 31/01/2025 

�‚ Bulli Seam Operations Environmental and Subsidence Research 
Program, Version 1.1 dated 06/05/2021, approved by DPIE on 
13/05/2021 

�‚ Bulli Seam Operations Regional Seismic Event Monitoring Program, 
Version 1.1 dated January 2023  

�‚ Biodiversity Offset Strategy Illawarra Metallurgical Coal, Version 3.2 
dated 24/10/2023 

�‚ Appin Mine Areas 7 and 9 Longwalls 709 to 711 and 905 Extraction 
Plan, Version 1.2 dated July 2022, approved by former DPE on 
29/07/2022 

�‚ Appin Mine Biodiversity Management Plan, Version 3, dated 02/05/2025, 
approved by DPHI on 23/05/2025 and DCCEEW on  21/05/2025 

All plans are reviewed, updated and provided to the Planning Secretary in 
accordance with approval conditions. 

STRATEGIC BIODIVERSITY OFFSETS 

14 If the proponent is required to provide a biodiversity offset pursuant to this approval (including any 
biodiversity offset that is required under the conditions of a subordinate approval issued in 
accordance with this approval), the Planning Secretary may, in consultation with BCS, accept in 
satisfaction of the requirement for the biodiversity offset, the provision of land that has conservation 
values which exceed the conservation values required to meet the relevant offsetting requirement. 

If the Planning Secretary accepts such an offset under this condition, the Planning Secretary shall 
issue a written statement to the proponent advising: 

(a) the details of the proposed offset land; 

(b) the offset requirements that are being met; 

(c) the conservation values that have been relied upon to meet the offsetting requirements; 

(d) that in the opinion of the Planning Secretary: 

(i) the land has conservation values in addition to those that have been relied upon to meet 
the offsetting requirement in condition 14(b); or 

(ii) if the land has been subject to a previous statement from the Planning Secretary under 
this condition, confirmation that the land continues to have conservation values in addition 
to those that have been relied upon to meet the previous offsetting requirement or that 
there are no further conservation values available in respect of the land. 

If the Planning Secretary has issued a statement under this condition, the proponent can rely on that 
statement and the residual conservation values that the land subject to the statement may hold, to 
meet further offsetting requirement(s) that may be required under this approval or the development 
consent for the Dendrobium Coal Mine (60-3-2001). 

�7�K�H���3�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J���6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�\�¶�V���V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W���X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�L�V���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q���F�D�Q���E�H���U�H�O�L�H�G���R�Q���D���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���W�L�P�H�V���L�Q��
respect of the same land until all of the conservation values of the land the subject of the Planning 
�6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�\�¶�V���V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W have been relied upon to meet offsetting requirements under this approval or 
the development consent for the Dendrobium Coal Mine (60-3-2001). 

not triggered NA 

 

Strategic Biodiversity Offset was approved prior to the current audit period 
and was assessed as compliant in previous audits. 
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Condition Details Compliance 
status 

Relevant evidence Commentary 

The proponent shall make suitable arrangements to provide appropriate long-term security for the 
biodiversity offset area(s) accepted under this condition, within 2 years of the date of the Planning 
�6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�\�¶�V���V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W in respect of that land, unless otherwise agreed with the Planning Secretary. 

SCHEDULE 3 SPECIFIC ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS �± UNDERGROUND MINING 

SUBSIDENCE 

Performance Measures �± Natural and Heritage Features, etc. 

1 The Proponent shall ensure that the project does not cause any exceedances of the performance 
measures in Table 1, to the satisfaction of the Planning Secretary. 

 

compliant �x Annual Reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25 

�x Site inspection completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x EPL Annual Returns for 2022, 2023, 2024 and 2025 

�x Niche Memo �± Re: Mine Water Discharge �± Aquatic Health Monitoring 
memo (Niche ref: #8721) (dated 15 July 2025) 

�x End of panel reports for LW 709, LW905, LW710A, LW710B, LW711 and 
LW712 

Conduct of the audit, including site interviews, found that longwall mining for 
LW710a and LW710b was completed on 9 June 2025. The longwalls were 
considered as one panel for the end of panel report due to having just one 
step in the middle of the walls.  

Mining of LW711 had only recently commenced on 2 July 2025.  

The completed annual report for aquatic health monitoring was advised to 
not be provided by Niche until the end of October (outside of this audit 
period). The interim memo provided by Niche identified that there were no 
indicators of any acute stream health issues associated mine water 
discharge. 

The program for watercourse monitoring is provided in the Longwalls 709 
To 711 And 905 Water Management Plan. Monitoring data gathered by 
ICHPL personnel is stored in the EQUiS data storage software.  

Review of the monitoring data and relevant summaries included in the 
FY23, FY24 and FY25 Annual reviews and end of panel reports indicates 
that that environmental consequences relating to the Nepean River, 
Georges River and other watercourses are negligible. No non-compliances 
were identified. 

Commentary relevant to surface and groundwater components of this 
condition is provided below.  

Nepean River 

Table 20 of the FY23 Annual Review provides a summary of the predicted 
vs observed impacts for surface water in the Nepean River. The FY23 
Annual Review notes in relation to flows (specifically water level) that:   

�³Monitoring site NR0 shows an apparent decline in water level of ~0.5 m 
relative to the baseline range. The change does not appear to be related to 
a change in flow, and previous reviews identified similar water level changes 
at the upstream control site NR110. This suggests the changes are 
unrelated to mining and may be related to changes in riverbed morphology 
�G�X�U�L�Q�J���I�O�R�R�G�V���´ 

The FY23 Annual Review notes that there were no observed impacts 
relating to natural drainage behaviour of pools, iron staining, or water 
cloudiness. The FY23 Annual Review also notes that there were no new 
gas release zones observed during the reporting period and that previously 
observed gas release zones were continuing to be monitored.  

A summary of the predicted vs observed impacts for surface water in the 
Nepean River is provided in Table 19 of the FY24 and FY25 Annual 
Reviews. All commentary for the individual reporting measures are the 
same as the FY23 Annual Review with the exception of commentary in 
relation to flows. The FY24 Annual Review states:  

�³�0�R�Q�L�W�R�U�L�Q�J���V�L�W�H���1�5�����V�K�R�Z�V���D�Q���D�S�S�D�U�H�Q�W���G�H�F�O�L�Q�H���L�Q���Z�D�W�H�U���O�H�Y�H�O���R�I���a���������P��
relative to the baseline range. The change does not appear to be related to 
a change in flow, and previous reviews identified similar water level changes 
at the upstream control site NR110. This suggests the changes are 
unrelated to mining and may be related to changes in riverbed morphology 
during floods. A specialist report investigating this anomaly is being 
�S�U�H�S�D�U�H�G���D�Q�G���Z�L�O�O���E�H���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���/�R�Q�J�Z�D�O�O�����������(�R�3���5�H�S�R�U�W���´ 

In relation to flows the FY25 Annual Review states:  

�³�1�R���L�P�S�D�F�W�V���R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�G�����6�S�H�F�L�D�O�L�V�W���D�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V���R�I���Z�D�W�H�U���O�H�Y�H�O�V���Z�L�O�O���E�H���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���L�Q��
�W�K�H���/�:���������(�R�3���5�H�S�R�U�W���´ 

Appendix D of the LW710 EoP report (HGEO, 2025) states that changes to 
water levels at NR0 are �³�K�L�J�K�O�\���F�R�U�U�H�O�D�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K�����D�Q�G���P�R�V�W���O�L�N�H�O�\���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���W�R����
valley closure movements due to the extraction of Longwalls 901 to 903. 
The movements would have resulted in variable uplift along the valley axis, 
which would have changed the apparent water level relative to the nail at 
this site. No change in water level is detected at other monitoring sites on 
the Nepean River and there is no evidence of a reduction in flow between 
�W�K�H���0�D�O�G�R�Q���D�Q�G���0�H�Q�D�Q�J�O�H���:�H�L�U�V���´ 

Georges River 
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Condition Details Compliance 
status 

Relevant evidence Commentary 

 

Table 27 of the FY23 Annual Review, and Table 26 of the FY24 and FY25 
Annual Reviews provide a summary of the predicted vs observed impacts 
for surface water in the Georges River. All Annual Reviews state that there 
are no significant water quality impacts observed and that there is 
�³�I�U�D�F�W�X�U�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���G�L�Y�H�U�V�L�R�Q���R�I���I�O�R�Z���Z�L�W�K���O�R�Z�H�U���S�R�R�O���O�H�Y�H�O�V�����3�R�R�O���Z�D�W�H�U���O�H�Y�H�O�V��
�U�H�V�S�R�Q�G���W�R���U�H�O�H�D�V�H�V���I�U�R�P���%�&�'���´  

Other Watercourses 

The FY23, FY24 and FY25 Annual Reviews report no impacts to other 
watercourses. 

Dharawal State Conservation Area 

The Dharawal National Park has not been impacted by ICHPL during the 
audit period. ICHPL obtained approval to remove redundant power lines in 
the park, with approval received in FY25 and works expected to commence 
in FY26. A number of historical (~30 years old) coal wash piles were 
identified in the park in June 2024, with the responsible party unable to be 
identified, ICHPL committed to helping remove the stockpiles as there would 
be net environmental benefit, with the stockpiles removes in April 2025. 

Cliffs 

Based on documentary review and audit interviews, the audit has 
determined compliance with the performance measures detailed in 
Schedule 3, Conditions 1 and 3 of MP08_0150.  

It was not clear in the Annual Reviews and End of Panel (EoP) reporting 
and as to why the recorded rock slides and slope erosion was deemed not 
to be due to mining. However, further information provided by ICHPL 
confirmed the following: 

�x Harris Creek cliffs: Minor rock falls / slides associated with heavy 
rainfall, with additional information showing this location was outside the 
angle of draw of mining.  

�x Steep slopes along Razorback Range: Several shallow slides reported 
along Razorback Range after heavy rainfall, not related to mining. 
These slides were associated with LW904 extraction, one of which was 
located over LW905 and reported in EoP report for LW905. It is not 
considered that these slides are related to LW905 extraction during the 
audit period.  

�x Razorback Range: Minor erosion of the soil cover at the crest of a cliff, 
were are indicated to be outside of the panels and within angle of draw 
of LW905 and LW709, although at some distance.  

A description of why the slides / falls / erosion are not considered to be due 
to mining, and a plan showing the locations of the falls and slides relative to 
the mine plan and angle of draw, to assist in review of conclusions in Annual 
Reviews and EoP reporting (OFI01). 

OFI01: In the EoP reporting, include a description of why the 
slides/falls/erosion are not considered to be due to mining and a plan 
showing the locations of the falls and slides relative to the mine plan and 
�D�Q�J�O�H���R�I���G�U�D�Z���W�R���D�V�V�L�V�W���L�Q���W�K�H���D�X�G�L�W�R�U�¶�V���U�H�Y�L�H�Z���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���F�R�Q�F�O�X�Vions. 

Biodiversity 

Review of relevant EoP reports for the audit period indicate: 

�x Appin Area 7 LW709 and LW905: 

�‚ no changes to aquatic ecology indicators that could be associated 
with extraction of the LWs. 

�‚ gas releases, changes in water quality, and water levels identified in 
the Nepean River during extraction of the LWs do not appear to 
have had any measurable effect on macroinvertebrates, fish, and 
macrophytes in the Nepean River. 

�‚ extraction of the LWs has resulted in negligible impacts to terrestrial 
ecology. 

�x Appin Mine LW710: 

�‚ potential impacts to terrestrial ecology in the AA7 study area were 
largely consistent with predictions in environmental assessment 
documentation 

�‚ there was no evidence any impaired aquatic habitat or water quality 
is due to any mining-related disturbance in the Nepean River 

�‚ there was no evidence of any changes to fish and aquatic 
macrophytes attributable to mining. 

Aboriginal heritage 
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Condition Details Compliance 
status 

Relevant evidence Commentary 

Review of relevant EoP reports for the audit period indicate there were no 
impacts to Aboriginal heritage sites recorded during the audit period. 

Historic heritage 

Review of relevant EoP reports for the audit period indicate there were no 
impacts to historic heritage sites recorded during the audit period. 

Mine workings 

Conduct of site interviews and review of end of panel reporting indicate all 
mine workings are being undertaken in accordance with the approved EPs. 

Offsets 

2 If the Proponent exceeds the performance measures in Table 1 and the Planning Secretary 
determines that:  

(a) it is not reasonable or feasible to remediate the impact or environmental consequence; or  

(b) remediation measures implemented by the Proponent have failed to satisfactorily remediate the 
impact or environmental consequence;  

then the Proponent shall provide a suitable offset to compensate for the impact or environmental 
consequence, to the satisfaction of the Planning Secretary.  

Note: Any offset required under this condition must be proportionate with the significance of the 
impact or environmental consequence. 

not triggered Site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025. Not applicable as no exceedances identified above in relation to 
biodiversity. 

Performance Measures �± Built Features 

3 The Proponent shall ensure that the project does not cause any exceedances of the performance 
measures in Table 2, to the satisfaction of the Planning Secretary. 

 

 
Notes:  

1) The Proponent will be required to define more detailed performance indicators for each of these 
performance measures in Built Features Management Plans or Public Safety Management Plan (see 
condition 5 below).  

2) Measurement and/or monitoring of compliance with performance measures and performance 
indicators is to be undertaken using generally accepted methods that are appropriate to the 
environment and circumstances in which the feature or characteristic is located. These methods are 
to be fully described in the relevant management plans. In the event of a dispute over the 
appropriateness of proposed methods, the Planning Secretary will be the final arbiter.  

3) The requirements of this condition only apply to the impacts and consequences of mining 
operations undertaken following the date of this approval.  

4) Requirements regarding safety or serviceability do not prevent preventative or mitigatory actions 
being taken prior to or during mining in order to achieve or maintain these outcomes. 

compliant �x Built Features Management Plan forming Appendix H to the Appin Mine 
Areas 7 and 9 Longwalls 709 to 711 and 905 Extraction Plan, Version 1.2 
dated July 2022, approved by former DPE on 29/07/2022 

�x Public Safety Management Plan forming Appendix G to the Appin Mine 
Areas 7 and 9 Longwalls 709 to 711 and 905 Extraction Plan, Version 1.2 
dated July 2022, approved by former DPE on 29/07/2022 

�x site inspection completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x Annual Reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25 

�x End of panel reports for LW 709, LW905, LW710A, LW710B, LW711 and 
LW712 

Built features: 

�x Main Southern Railway 

FY23 �± no reported impacts on safety or serviceability 

FY24 - Track remained safe and serviceable 

FY25 �± track remained safe and serviceable - no reported impacts on 
safety or serviceability 

�x Hume Highway 

FY24 �± road safe and serviceable �± no adverse impacts 

FY25 �± road safe and serviceable �± no adverse impacts 

�x Other public Infrastructure 

FY23 - Menangle Road �± Minor pavement impacts �± no impacts to 
safety �± no repairs conducted, serviceability was maintained - Design 
�I�R�U���P�L�O�O�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���U�H�V�X�U�I�D�F�L�Q�J���W�R���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�¶�V���V�D�W�L�V�I�D�F�W�L�R�Q���S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V�H�G�����:�R�U�N�V��
imminent  

FY24 �± Menangle road remained safe and serviceable �± localised 
heaving and cracking �± the road was resurfaced during mining of 
LW709 

FY25 �± Roads safe and serviceable �± localised heaving and cracking 
occurred on Carrols and Menangle roads. Was remediated in April 
2025. 

�x Houses, industrial, pools, dams etc. 

FY23 - ICHPL reported impacts for one pool (Property Ref. N14) where 
several coping pavers had lifted off. �± claims managed by SA 

FY23 - Groundwater bores �± no observed impacts 

FY23 �± Houses have remained safe and serviceable. ICHPL reported 
very slight to slight internal and external wall, ceiling and cornice 
cracking (Category R1 and R2) of eight houses during LW905 that 

were associated with the current or previous longwalls in Area 9. �± 
claims are being managed by SA 

FY24 �± Houses have remained safe and serviceable. Impacts to 
houses during LW709 extraction comprise 7 houses with very slight to 
slight (R1 or R2) and 3 houses with moderate or greater (R3). Claims 
are being managed by SA. 

FY24 �± Pools �± 4 pools cracked or lost water. Claims are being 
managed by SA. Pool gates not closing were remediated by ICHPL or 
the property owner. 

FY25 �± Houses remained safe sand serviceable. ICHPL reported 7 
houses with very slight to slight impact (R1 or R2) and 3 houses with 
moderate or greater (R3). Claims managed by SA. 
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Condition Details Compliance 
status 

Relevant evidence Commentary 

FY25 �± Pools �± cracking of shells or surrounds and loss of water was 
observed. Pool gates not closing. Claims are being managed by SA. 
Gates remediated by ICHPL or property owner. 

FY25 �± farm dam �± some damage to one dam. Managed by SA. 

FY25 �± groundwater bores �± 3 bores grout filled to manage gas �± 
water deliveries ongoing until remediation possible at conclusion of 
active subsidence. Need to review in next audit that the boreholes 
have been repaired or compensated for,  

 

Appendix H of the 709 to 711 and 905 Extraction Plan detail the Built 
Features Management Plan for the audit period. The FY23, FY24 and FY25 
Annual Reviews report no exceedance of performance measures relating to 
built features. Commentary on impacts to built features in the Longwall 905, 
709 and 710 end of panel reports (Section 4) indicate compliance with the 
specified performance measures with all built features remaining safe and 
serviceable during the audit period. 

Seismic event monitoring is reported in the Annual Reviews for FY23, FY24, 
and FY25. The Annual Reviews state the number of all seismic events, their 
relationship to mining, and general trends that can be concluded between 
the seismic events and mining operations. The significant events of MLv 1.0 
or above are also reported, with the largest mining related events being: 

�x up to MLv 1.3 in FY23 

�x up to MLv 1.2 in FY24 

�x within a range up to MLv 1.3 in FY25  

An important comment in the Annual Review for FY25 notes  

�µ�0�L�Q�L�Q�J���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\���P�D�\���U�H�V�X�O�W���L�Q���V�W�U�H�V�V���F�K�D�Q�J�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���O�R�F�D�O���D�U�H�D���W�K�D�W���P�D�\��
�F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H���W�R���W�K�H���U�H�O�H�D�V�H���R�I���S�U�H�H�[�L�V�W�L�Q�J���W�H�F�W�R�Q�L�F���V�W�U�H�V�V���¶�� 

Therefore, the maximum felt events during year audit period were MLv 2.5, 
MLv 3.5 and MLv 3.6 in the Annual Reviews for FY23, FY24, and FY25 
respectively. 

The Annual Reviews note some events, mostly tectonic, are felt by 
residents. There is opportunity for improvement, where a statement 
clarifying there has been no land or built feature impact from the recorded 
seismic events would assist in confirming the environmental performance of 
the seismic event monitoring, and is the subject of OFI02. 

OFI02: Consider including Aa statement in Annual Reviews clarifying that 
there has been no reported land or built feature impact from the recorded 
seismic events, which would assist in confirming the environmental 
performance of the seismic event monitoring.   

4 Any dispute between the Proponent and the owner of any built feature over the interpretation, 
application or implementation of the performance measures in Table 2 is to be settled by the 
Planning Secretary, following consultation with the SA NSW and the Resources Regulator. Any 
decision by the Planning Secretary shall be final and not subject to further dispute resolution under 
this approval. 

not triggered NA ICHPL stated in the site interview completed on 15 October 2025 that there 
were no disputes related to built features during the reporting period. 

Extraction Plans 

5 The Proponent shall prepare and implement an Extraction Plan for first and second workings within 
each longwall mining domain to the satisfaction of the Planning Secretary. Each extraction plan 
must:  

(a) be prepared by suitably qualified and experienced persons whose appointment has been 
endorsed by the Planning Secretary;  

(b) be approved by the Planning Secretary before the Proponent carries out any of the second 
workings covered by the plan;  

(c) include detailed plans of existing and proposed first and second workings and any associated 
surface development;  

(d) include detailed performance indicators for each of the performance measures in Tables 1 and 2;  

(e) provide revised predictions of the potential subsidence effects, subsidence impacts and 
environmental consequences of the proposed second workings, incorporating any relevant 
information obtained since this approval;  

(f) describe the measures that would be implemented to ensure compliance with the performance 
measures in Tables 1 and 2, and manage or remediate any impacts and/or environmental 
consequences;  

(g) include a Built Features Management Plan, which has been prepared in consultation with DRE 
and the owners of affected public infrastructure, to manage the potential subsidence impacts and/or 
environmental consequences of the proposed second workings, and which:  

ANC �x Appin Mine Areas 7 and 9 Longwalls 709 to 711 and 905 Extraction Plan, 
Bulli Seam Operations Environmental and Subsidence Research Program, 
Version 1.1 dated 06/05/2021, approved by DPIE on 13/05/2021 

�x including the following sub-plans: 

�‚ Built Features Management Plan (Appendix H) 

�‚ Land Management Plan (Appendix E) 

�‚ Heritage Management Plan (Appendix F) 

�‚ Public Safety Management Plan (Appendix G) 

�‚ Subsidence Monitoring Program (Appendix B) 

�‚ Water Management Plan (Appendix C) 

�‚ Biodiversity Management Plan (Appendix D) 

�‚ Subsidence Predictions and Impact Assessment (Appendix A) 

�x Annual Reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25 

�x end of panel reports for LW 709, LW905, LW710A, LW710B, LW711 and 
LW712BSO Regional Seismic Event Monitoring Program, Version 1.1 dated 
January 2023 

2022 IEA findings: 

According to the Bulli Seam Seismic Regional Seismic Event Monitoring 
Program S6.3, an annual report will be produced to be included in the 
Annual Review. Although ERM understands the Seismic Monitoring Reports 
have been prepared, no Seismic Event Monitoring reports are included in 
the Annual Reviews and none have been able to be reviewed by auditor as 
required by this condition, therefore BSO is non-compliant. 

2022 IEA R03: 

Attach the Seismic Monitoring Annual Reports to Annual Reviews 

2025 IEA findings: 

Status of 2022 R03: 

Closed out with ICHPL stating in their audit response table for the 2022 IEA 
that �³�6�H�L�V�P�L�F���(�Y�H�Q�W���0�R�Q�L�W�R�U�L�Q�J���5�H�S�R�U�W�V���Z�L�O�O���E�H���D�W�W�D�F�K�H�G���W�R���I�X�W�X�U�H���$�Q�Q�X�D�O��
Reviews or the Seismic Event Monitoring Program will be revised to remove 
�W�K�L�V���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W���´ ICHPL has since updated the monitoring program in 
January 2023, removing the requirements and replacing it with: 

�³�$���V�X�P�P�D�U�\���R�I���W�K�H���D�Q�Q�X�D�O���U�H�S�R�U�W���Z�L�O�O���E�H���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���$�Q�Q�X�D�O��Review for 
�%�6�2�´�� 
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Relevant evidence Commentary 

�x addresses in appropriate detail all items of key public infrastructure and other public 
infrastructure and all classes of other built features;  

�x has been prepared following appropriate consultation with the owner/s of potentially affected 
feature/s;  

�x recommends appropriate pre-mining mitigatory measures to reduce subsidence impacts;  

�x recommends appropriate remedial measures and includes commitments to mitigate, repair, 
replace or compensate all predicted impacts on potentially affected built features in a timely 
manner; and  

�x in the case of all key public infrastructure, and other public infrastructure except roads, trails and 
associated structures, reports external auditing for compliance with ISO 31000 (or alternative 
standard agreed with the infrastructure owner) and provides for annual auditing of compliance 
and effectiveness during extraction of longwalls which may impact the infrastructure;  

(h) include a Water Management Plan, which has been prepared in consultation with BCS, 
WaterNSW and NSW DCCEEW �± Water Group, which provides for the management of the potential 
impacts and/or environmental consequences of the proposed second workings on watercourses and 
aquifers, including:  

�x surface and groundwater impact assessment criteria, including trigger levels for investigating any 
potentially adverse impacts on water resources or water quality;  

�x a program to monitor and report stream flows and assess any changes resulting from 
subsidence impacts; 

�x a program to monitor and report groundwater inflows to underground workings; and  

�x a program to predict, manage and monitor impacts on groundwater bores on privately-owned 
land;  

(i) include a Biodiversity Management Plan, which has been prepared in consultation with BCS and 
DPI (Fisheries), which provides for the management of the potential impacts and/or environmental 
consequences of the proposed second workings on aquatic and terrestrial flora and fauna, with a 
specific focus on threatened species, populations and their habitats; endangered ecological 
communities; and water dependent ecosystems, including (for Appin Areas 7, 8 and 9):  

�x additional targeted surveys for threatened species, sufficient to identify any actions required to 
protect significant populations from potential impacts;  

(j) include a Land Management Plan, which has been prepared in consultation with any affected 
public authorities, to manage the potential impacts and/or environmental consequences of the 
proposed second workings on land in general, with a specific focus on cliffs and steep slopes;  

(k) include a Heritage Management Plan, which has been prepared in consultation with Heritage 
NSW and relevant stakeholders for both Aboriginal and historic heritage, to manage the potential 
environmental consequences of the proposed second workings on both Aboriginal and non-
Aboriginal heritage items, and which:  

�x includes additional investigations (such as surveys and current register searches) for Aboriginal 
heritage items (including previously known sites) and historic heritage items, sufficient to identify 
�W�K�H���V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�F�H�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���³�V�S�H�F�L�D�O���V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�F�H�³�����R�I���Dll sites which may be impacted by 
subsidence and to identify any actions required to ensure that the performance measures in 
Table 1 are met; and  

�x is prepared in accordance with the relevant requirements for preparation of the Heritage 
Management Plan required under condition 24 of Schedule 4;  

(l) include a Public Safety Management Plan, which has been prepared in consultation with DRE, to 
ensure public safety in the mining area;  

(m) include a subsidence monitoring program, which has been prepared in consultation with DRE, 
BCS and WaterNSW, to:  

�x provide data to assist with the management of the risks associated with subsidence;  

�x validate the subsidence predictions;  

�x analyse the relationship between the predicted and resulting subsidence effects and predicted 
and resulting impacts under the plan and any ensuing environmental consequences; and  

�x inform the contingency plan and adaptive management process;  

(n) include a regional seismic event monitoring program, which has been prepared in consultation 
with DRE, and which includes analysis of outcomes and proposed triggers for review of potential 
correlations with mining operations;  

(o) include a contingency plan that expressly provides for adaptive management where monitoring 
indicates that there has been an exceedance of any performance measure in Tables 1 and 2, or 
where any such exceedance appears likely;  

(p) proposes appropriate revisions to the Rehabilitation Management Plan required under condition 
33 of Schedule 4; and  

(q) include a program to collect sufficient baseline data for future Extraction Plans.  

The main EP document (v2, dated July 2022) was prepared outside of the 
audit period. The EP includes a series of appendices, which address the 
requirement of Schedule 3, Condition 5. 

The subsidence predictions and impact assessment for LWs 709, 710A, 
710B, 711 and 905 was last updated in May 2021, outside of this current 
audit period and so the preparation of the document is not part of this audit. 
The LW panels extracted during this period include LW905 and LW710. The 
subsidence impacts assessment was implemented and used as the 
baseline for expected subsidence impacts in the EoP assessments and 
reports. 

There were no significant issues identified with the implementation of the 
subsidence impacts assessment. However, OFI03 is identified in relation to 
the EoP reports where the conventional subsidence is greater than 
predicted outside the panel edge and likely due to the increasing 
overburden depth with limited experience in this area (e.g. Indara 
Razorback complex from LW905 extraction, Cross line 1 Lidar after LW709 
and LW710A extraction, Gibraltar Drive after 710A). 

OFI03: Review subsidence predictions to consider higher levels of 
subsidence outside of panels at increasing depths. 

The extraction plans covered in this audit period have been assessed and 
shown that with respect to this condition: 

�x clauses (a) to (f) are generally satisfied, however, with respect to clause 
(e), OFI02 has been identified. 

�x clause (g): The preparation of the Appendix H �± BFMP (v1.2, July 2022) 
in accordance with requirements of MP08_0150 was considered in the 
2022 IEA. This audit confirmed the Appendix H �± BFMP (v1.2, July 
2022) was implemented during the audit period. However, OFI04 has 
been identified in relation to reporting of incidents. 

Conduct of the audit (i.e. documentary review, site inspection and 
interviews) did not identify any significant issues with regards to the 
Appendix H �± BFMP (v1.2, July 2022), which was confirmed to be 
available on the Project website. However, OFI04 has been identified in 
relation to reporting of incidents, with Appendix H �± BFMP (v1.2, July 
2022) stating incidents are to be as soon as practicable, which is 
inconsistent with the requirements of Schedule 6, Condition 7 of 
MP08_0150. 

OFI04: Ensure the BFMP, PSMP, LMP, and HMP within the Extraction 
Plan for LW712 include incident notification requirements consistent 
with the requirements of Schedule 6, Condition 7 of MP08_0150.    

�x clause (h): The preparation of the Appendix C �± WMP (v2, October 
2022) in accordance with requirements of MP08_0150 was considered 
in the 2022 IEA. This audit confirmed the Appendix C �± WMP (v2, 
October 2022) was implemented during the audit period. 

Surface water and groundwater performance reporting is included in 
Appendix D of each of the End of Panel reports relevant to the audit 
period. Review of the reports indicates that monitoring has been 
completed in accordance with the requirements included in the EP and 
that there were no exceedances of performance measures during the 
audit period.  

Conduct of the audit (i.e. documentary review, site inspection and 
interviews) did not identify any significant issues with regards to the 
Appendix C �± WMP (v2, October 2022), which was confirmed to be 
available on the Project website. 

�x clause (i): The preparation of the Appendix D �± BMP (v1.1, October 
2021) in accordance with requirements of MP08_0150 was considered 
in the 2022 IEA. This audit confirmed the Appendix D �± BMP (v1.1, 
October 2021) was implemented during the audit period. 

Conduct of the audit (i.e. documentary review, site inspection and 
interviews) did not identify any significant issues with regards to the 
Appendix D �± BMP (v1.1, October 2021), which was confirmed to be 
available on the Project website. 

�x Clause (j): The preparation of the Appendix E �± LMP ((v1.2 dated July 
2022) in accordance with requirements of MP08_0150 was considered 
in the 2022 IEA. This audit confirmed the Appendix E �± LMP ((v1.2 
dated July 2022) was implemented during the audit period. 

Conduct of the audit (i.e. documentary review, site inspection and 
interviews) did not identify any significant issues with regards to the 
Appendix E �± LMP (v1.2 dated July 2022), which was confirmed to be 



 

Project approval MP08_0150 Independent Environmental Audit 2025 E-10 

Condition Details Compliance 
status 

Relevant evidence Commentary 

Notes: To identify the longwall mining domains referred to in this condition, see Appendix 3. An SMP 
that is substantially consistent with this condition and which is approved by DRE prior to 30 
September 2012 is taken to satisfy the requirements of this condition. 

available on the Project website. However, OFI04 has been identified in 
relation to reporting of incidents. 

�x clause (k): The preparation of the Appendix F �± HMP (v1.1 dated 
October 2021) in accordance with requirements of MP08_0150 was 
considered in the 2022 IEA. This audit confirmed the Appendix F �± HMP 
(v1.1 dated October 2021) was implemented during the audit period. 

Conduct of the audit (i.e. documentary review, site inspection and 
interviews) did not identify any significant issues with regards to the 
Appendix F �± HMP (v1.1 dated October 2021), which was confirmed to 
be available on the Project website. However, OFI04 has been identified 
in relation to reporting of incidents. 

�x clause (l): The preparation of the Appendix G �± PSMP (v1.2, July 2022) 
in accordance with requirements of MP08_0150 was considered in the 
2022 IEA. This audit confirmed the Appendix G �± PSMP (v1.2, July 
2022) was implemented during the audit period. 

Conduct of the audit (i.e. documentary review, site inspection and 
interviews) did not identify any significant issues with regards to the 
Appendix G �± PSMP (v1.2, July 2022), which was confirmed to be 
available on the Project website. However, OFI04 has been identified in 
relation to reporting of incidents. 

�x clause (m): The preparation of the Appin Mine Areas 7 and 9 Longwalls 
709 to 711 and 905 EP Subsidence Monitoring Program in accordance 
with requirements of MP08_0150 was considered in the 2022 IEA. The 
audit confirmed the Appin Mine Areas 7 and 9 Longwalls 709 to 711 and 
905 EP Subsidence Monitoring Program (v2, dated October 2022) was 
implemented during the audit period. 

Conduct of the audit (i.e. documentary review, site inspection and 
interviews) did not identify any significant issues with regards to the 
Appin Mine Areas 7 and 9 Longwalls 709 to 711 and 905 Extraction 
Plan Subsidence Monitoring Program (v2, dated October 2022), which 
was confirmed to be available on the Project website. 

�x clause (n): The BSO Regional Seismic Event Monitoring Program 
(RSEMP) document was originally prepared in July 2021, with an 
update in January 2023 (v1.1). Schedule 3, Condition 5(n) states:  

(n) include a regional seismic event monitoring program, which has 
been prepared in consultation with DRE, and which includes analysis of 
outcomes and proposed triggers for review of potential correlations with 
mining operations;  

Documentary review confirms the analysis of seismic events includes all 
felt events and assesses their correlations with mining operations, with 
the results reported in Annual Reviews.  

Whilst the requirements of Schedule 3, Condition 5 has been generally 
met and conduct of the audit (i.e. documentary review, site inspection 
and interviews) did not identify any significant issues with regards to the 
BSO RSEMP (v1.1, January 2023), it was noted that there was a failure 
to adhere to the notification protocols provided by the groundwater mine 
inflow TARP, as detailed below:  

Regarding implementation of the EPs, the EoP report for LW710 shows 
Trigger Level 3 for the groundwater mine inflow TARP was reached during 
LW710 extraction. The EoP report notes the mine inflow predictions and 
TARP triggers are based on assumptions from the 2010 model and states 
that a model update is required.  

During the audit interviews, ICHPL stated the increase in mine water make 
may be an error in calculation, rather than actual increase in mine water 
make. ICHPL noted new equipment was introduced during LW710 
extraction and variations in mine water storage may also contribute to the 
calculated increase in mine water make.  

The Subsidence Monitoring Program has a groundwater TARP including 
�W�U�L�J�J�H�U�V���I�R�U���µ�L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H���L�Q���Z�D�W�H�U���L�Q�I�O�R�Z���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���J�R�D�I�¶�����7�K�H������-day average 
reached Trigger Level 3 during LW710A extraction, which requires 
notification to the former Biodiversity Conservation Division (BCD) (now 
NSW DCCEEW CPHR), former DPE (now the DPHI), NSW RR. However, 
these notifications did not take place, resulting in a non-compliance (Section 
3.3.1). Based on the audit interviews and following discussions with ICHPL, 
the points below summarise the course of events: 

�x The mine inflow calculations were processed in August 2025 after 
LW710 panel completion (July 2025). The processed data showed the 
goaf inflow trigger was reached in May 2024 and had subsequently 
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reduced to below Trigger Level 1 for the last six months of LW710 
extraction.  

�x ICHPL has had several internal meetings from August 2025 to October 
2025 (present), where it was concluded the likely increased mine water 
make was due to incorrect assumptions on the introduction of new 
equipment in the calculations, rather than an actual increase in mine 
water make. The audit determined this conclusion was supported by 
observations underground of no noticeable increase in water make. 

�x ICHPL has internal actions to improve: 

�x �µthe Appin mine water balance process to involve underground mine 
personnel who are familiar with pumps and changes to underground 
�H�T�X�L�S�P�H�Q�W�¶ 

�x �W�K�H���J�U�R�X�Q�G�Z�D�W�H�U���7�$�5�3���L�Q���W�K�H���Q�H�[�W���(�3���µto better reflect groundwater 
�L�P�S�D�F�W�V���D�Q�G���D�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�H���F�R�U�U�H�F�W�L�Y�H���D�F�W�L�R�Q�V�¶ 

The technical conclusions and actions provided by ICHPL on the Trigger 
Level 3 for the groundwater mine inflow TARP are endorsed by the auditor, 
and do not appear to have an environmental impact. Therefore, the non-
compliance from not adhering to notification requirements of Trigger Level 3 
for the groundwater mine inflow TARP is classed as administrative in nature 
and CA01 identified.  

The height of caving assumptions in the groundwater model include the 
Ditton and Merrick method. Audit interviews indicated there is limited data to 
confirm this assumption. The planned boreholes in LW711 to characterise 
the height of caving and depressurisation are supported, to inform the new 
groundwater model and height of depressurisation assumptions. In addition, 
a review of the groundwater model, water make, and TARP triggers is 
supported, particularly given the increase in depth of cover. 

CA01: The following actions related to the groundwater TARP and mine 
inflow calculations, should be implemented: 

�x �L�P�S�U�R�Y�H���³�W�K�H���$�S�S�L�Q���P�L�Q�H���Z�D�W�H�U���E�D�O�D�Q�F�H���S�U�R�F�H�V�V���W�R���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H���X�Q�G�H�U�J�U�R�X�Q�G��
mine personnel who are familiar with pumps and changes to 
�X�Q�G�H�U�J�U�R�X�Q�G���H�T�X�L�S�P�H�Q�W�´ 

�x �W�R���L�P�S�U�R�Y�H���W�K�H���J�U�R�X�Q�G�Z�D�W�H�U���7�$�5�3���L�Q���W�K�H���Q�H�[�W���H�[�W�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q���S�O�D�Q���³�W�R���E�H�W�W�H�U��
�U�H�I�O�H�F�W���J�U�R�X�Q�G�Z�D�W�H�U���L�P�S�D�F�W�V���D�Q�G���D�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�H���F�R�U�U�H�F�W�L�Y�H���D�F�W�L�R�Q�V�´�� 

 

The Subsidence Monitoring Program was confirmed to be available on the 
Project website at the time of the audit. 

 

�x clause (o) is satisfied. 

�x clause (p) NA 

�x clause (q) NA 

 

6 The Proponent shall ensure that the management plans required under condition 5(g)-(l) above 
include: 

a) an assessment of the potential environmental consequences of the Extraction Plan, 
incorporating any relevant information that has been obtained since this approval;  

b) and a detailed description of the measures that would be implemented to remediate predicted 
impacts. 

compliant management plans stated above All management plans required under condition 5(g)-(l) contain an 
assessment of the potential environmental consequences of the Extraction 
Plan, incorporating any relevant information that has been obtained since 
this approval and detailed description of the measures that would be 
implemented to remediate predicted impacts. 

First Workings 

7 The Proponent may carry out first workings within the project area, other than in accordance with an 
approved extraction plan, provided that DRE is satisfied that the first workings are designed to 
remain stable and non-subsiding, except insofar as they may be impacted by approved second 
workings.  

Note: The intent of this condition is not to require an additional approval for first workings, but to 
ensure that first workings are built to geotechnical and engineering standards sufficient to ensure 
long term stability, with zero resulting subsidence impacts. 

not triggered Site interview completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 ICHPL  advised no first workings have occurred during the audit period 
other than in accordance with an approved extraction plan, therefore this 
condition was not triggered. 

Payment of Reasonable Costs 

8 The Proponent shall pay all reasonable costs incurred by the Department to engage suitably 
qualified, experienced and independent experts to review the adequacy of any aspect of an 
Extraction Plan. 

compliant �x Site interview completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x formal correspondence between Project representatives and DPHI regarding 
the cost of expert advice provided for Extraction Plans (dated 24 April 2025, 
16 May 2025, 13 August 2025 and 18 August 2025) 

Review of the relevant correspondence and invoice documents confirmed 
that ICHPL has paid the required costs associated with the expert advice 
required for the relevant extraction plans. 
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�x Records pertaining to invoicing for cost of experts, including: 

�‚ DPHI invoice issued (dated 13 August 2025), including invoices provided 
to DPHI by relevant experts, to be payable by ICHPL 

�‚ Completed non-order invoice form to be paid to DPHI 

�‚ Internal correspondence confirming the invoice being processed (dated 
2 September 2025) 

Improved Understanding and Prediction of Subsidence Impacts 

9 The Proponent shall prepare and implement a program to improve its prediction and understanding 
of subsidence impacts (in particular sub-surface impacts and impacts on groundwater resources), to 
the satisfaction of the Planning Secretary. This program must be prepared in consultation with DRE 
and be submitted to the Planning Secretary for approval by 30 September 2012 and must include 
proposals for:  

(a) testing (including core testing and in situ testing) to further define the mechanical, 
hydrogeological and geochemical properties of rock strata within each longwall domain, including:  

�x testing and validation of assumptions regarding regional continuity of modelled hydraulic 
properties (including mass porosity and permeability);  

�x identifying hydraulic properties of rock strata close to water-dependent ecosystems; and  

�x identifying the presence and distribution of iron-bearing minerals that might contribute to surface 
water quality impairment;  

(b) installation of a regional network of deep pore pressure monitoring bores with vertical arrays of 
pore pressure transducers to assess and quantify the height and impacts of subsurface fracturing;  

(c) a census of boreholes which may be impacted by subsidence, the gathering of relevant borehole 
and groundwater quality data and a regular monitoring program;  

���G�����U�H�J�X�O�D�U���H�Q�K�D�Q�F�H�P�H�Q�W�����F�D�O�L�E�U�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���Y�H�U�L�I�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�¶�V���U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O���J�U�R�X�Q�G�Z�D�W�H�U���P�R�G�H�O����
and the further development of this model on a mining-domain scale; and  

(e) regular recalibration of methodologies and models used for subsidence effect and impact 
prediction, as they are applied within the project area.  

Note: Results of this program are to be incorporated within subsequent Extraction Plans, including 
the subplans required under condition 5(g)-(l) above. 

Non-compliant 
(ANC) 

Bulli Seam Operations Environmental and Subsidence Research Program, 
Version 1.1 dated 06/05/2021, approved by DPIE on 13/05/2021. 

Conditions 9 and 10 of Schedule 3 state: 

�µ�7�K�H���3�U�R�S�R�Q�H�Q�W���V�K�D�O�O���S�U�H�S�D�U�H���D�Q�G���L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W���D���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���W�R���L�P�S�U�R�Y�H���L�W�V��
prediction and understanding of subsidence impacts (in particular sub-
surface impacts and impacts on groundwater resources), to the satisfaction 
�R�I���W�K�H���3�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J���6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�\���¶�� 

The BSO Environmental and Subsidence Research Program was originally 
prepared in 2012 and was most recently revised on 6 May 2021 (v1.1), with 
approval from the Planning Secretary sighted during the audit.  

The BSO Environmental and Subsidence Research Program (v1.1, 
6/05/2021) indicates the next review was required in May 2024, which does 
not appear to have been conducted.  

It is noted that Schedule 3, Condition 10 requires the environmental 
research program to be implemented over a seven year period which would 
have ended in 2019, prior to this audit period.  

The BSO Environmental and Subsidence Research Program includes 
research projects from pre-2012 to planned completion in 2024. Research 
relevant to the BSO during the audit period included: 

�x Subsidence Modelling and Predictive Tools: The influence of steep 
slopes on subsidence movements and impacts at Razorback 

�x Groundwater Response to Mining: Ongoing groundwater installation 
and monitoring in the BSO area and Nepean River providing for 
groundwater model updates 

�x Impact Monitoring and Prediction Tools: Ongoing use of remote sensing 
techniques to measure subsidence, specifically Appin ALS (Lidar), in an 
attempt to improve precision of Lidar subsidence measurement. 

�x �6�X�E�V�L�G�H�Q�F�H���,�P�S�D�F�W���0�L�W�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���5�H�K�D�E�L�O�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q�����/�L�W�W�O�H�M�R�K�Q�¶�V���7�U�H�H���)�U�R�J��
field research and Georges River rehabilitation techniques 

�x �$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D�Q���&�R�D�O���,�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\�¶�V���5�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���3�U�R�J�U�D�P���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�D�U�\���O�H�Y�\��
contributions 

The audit interviews found additional research that should be included in the 
updated BSO Environmental and Subsidence Research Program includes 
the following additional research projects: 

�x subsidence monitoring within Global Navigation Satellite Systems 
(GNSS) units 

�x mining under steep slopes  

�x assessment of caving and conductivity above LW711 with pre and post 
caving boreholes 

BSO has conducted and/or contributed to funding of a substantial volume of 
research over the years since 2012. However, there is opportunity for the 
BSO to invest in further research in the Appin area, particularly with 
subsidence predictions related to the increasing depth of cover, the 
requirements of Conditions 9 and 10 of Schedule 3 are compliant. 

Conduct of the audit (i.e. documentary review, site inspection and 
interviews) did not identify any significant issues with regards to the BSO 
Environmental and Subsidence Research Program (v1.1, 6/05/2021), which 
was confirmed to be available on the Project website. 

An ANC has occurred with the review of the BSO Environmental Research 
Program not being conducted as proposed for May 2024, further, section 5 
of the program states the document would be reviewed in accordance with 
Schedule 6, Condition 5. Information provided by ICHPL has not 
demonstrated a review has occurred during the audit period, leading to the 
identification of CA02 with the program not being implemented as approved. 

CA02: Conduct BSO Environmental and Subsidence Research Program 
document review as committed in the current document and update 
management plan tracker to include monitoring programs. 

Improved Understanding and Prediction of Environmental Consequences on Significant Natural Features 
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10 The Proponent shall prepare and implement a Research Program to the satisfaction of the Planning 
Secretary and allocate $1,000,000 in total to this program for expenditure over a period of seven 
�\�H�D�U�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���G�D�W�H���R�I���W�K�H���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�¶�V���D�S�S�U�R�Y�D�O�����7�K�L�V���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���Pust be prepared in consultation with 
BCS, WaterNSW and DRE, be submitted to the Planning Secretary for approval by 30 September 
2012, and be:  

(a) directed at research into improving the prediction, assessment, remediation and/or avoidance of 
subsidence impacts and environmental consequences on significant natural features in the Project 
Area; and  

(b) targeted at genuine research, as opposed to implementing the matters required by this approval. 

compliant Bulli Seam Operations Environmental and Subsidence Research Program, 
Version 1.1 dated 06/05/2021, approved by DPIE on 13/05/2021 

Details of expenditure is listed in the Bulli Seam Operations Environmental 
Research Program. The document includes details of projects, which meet 
the requirements to be directed at appropriate research and expenditure, 
which meets the required allocation amount. 

SCHEDULE 4 SPECIFIC ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS �± GENERAL 

NOISE  

Noise Impact Assessment Criteria 

1 From the end of June 2013, the Proponent shall ensure that the noise generated by the project does 
not exceed the criteria in Table 1 at any residence on privately-owned land or on more than 25 
percent of any privately-owned land. 

 
However, these criteria do not apply if the Proponent has a written agreement with the relevant 
landowner to exceed the criteria, and the Proponent has advised the Department in writing of the 
terms of this agreement. 

Not triggered �x Appin Mine Noise Management Plan (NMP), Version 3 dated December 
2024, approved by DPHI on 15/02/2025  

�x Quarterly Noise Monitoring Assessment reports for Q1-4 FY23, Q1-4 FY24 
and Q1-4 FY25  

�x Annual Reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25  

�7�K�L�V���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���V�X�S�H�U�V�H�G�H�G���E�\���&�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�������R�I���6�F�K�H�G�X�O�H�×����  

2 From the end of December 2014, the Proponent shall ensure that the noise generated by the project 
does not exceed the criteria in Table 2 at any residence on privately-owned land or on more than 25 
percent of any privately-owned land. 

Compliant �x Appin Mine Noise Management Plan (NMP), Version 3 dated December 
2024, approved by DPHI on 15/02/2025  

�x 2022 (November - December): Sighted Annual Review FY22 and quarterly 
Compliance Monitoring Reports.  

�x 2023: Sighted Annual Review FY23 and quarterly Compliance Monitoring 
Reports.  

�x 2024: Sighted Annual Review FY24 and quarterly Compliance Monitoring 
Reports.  

�x 2025: Sighted Annual Review FY25 and quarterly Compliance Monitoring 
Reports.  

�x quarterly Compliance Noise Monitoring Reports by Spoke Acoustics for Q1-4 
FY23, Q1-4FY24 and Q1-4 FY25 

�x Annual Reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25  

Attended noise monitoring is undertaken on a quarterly basis.  

No exceedances were identified in the quarterly attended noise monitoring 
reports or annual review documents for the audit period.  

Review of the quarterly Compliance Noise Monitoring Reports by Spoke 
Acoustics for Q1-4 FY23, Q1-4FY24 and Q1-4 FY25 confirmed that noise 
monitoring undertaken in accordance with the NMP and provisions of the 
INP and Noise Policy for Industry (for assessment of annoying 
characteristics).  

It is noted that for the AMVA Project, receiver R3 has been acquired by 
Endeavour Coal, while negotiated noise agreements have been entered into 
by receivers R2 and R16.  
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However, these criteria do not apply if the Proponent has a written agreement with the relevant 
landowner to exceed the criteria, and the Proponent has advised the Department in writing of the 
terms of this agreement. 

Construction Noise �± Appin East Mine Safety Gas Management Plan 

2A The Applicant shall ensure that the noise generated by construction activities relating to the Appin 
East Mine Safety Gas Management Project is managed in accordance with the requirements of the 
Interim Construction Noise Guideline (DECC, 2009), as may be updated from time to time. 

Not triggered Site interview completed on 9 October 2025  Construction completed prior to audit period therefore this condition was not 
triggered. 

2B The Proponent shall ensure that the construction noise generated by the Appin Ventilation Shaft No. 
6 project, does not exceed the noise impact assessment criteria set out in Table 2A at any residence 
on privately-owned land, or on more than 25 percent of any privately-owned land. 

 

Not triggered Site interview completed on 9 October 2025  Construction completed prior to audit period therefore this condition was not 
triggered. 

Operational Noise �± Appin Mine Ventilation and Access Site 

2C The Proponent must ensure that the noise generated by operational activities at the Appin Mine 
Ventilation and Access Site does not exceed the noise impact assessment criteria set out in Table 
2B at any residence on privately-owned land, or on more than 25 percent of any privately-owned 
land. 

Compliant �x Site interview completed on 9 October 2025  

�x Appin Mine Ventilation and Access Site Construction Environmental 
Management Plan (AMVA CEMP) 

�x Annual Reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25 

The AMVA Site implements noise management in accordance with Section 
6 of the AMVA CEMP. 

Whilst the Appin Mine Ventilation and Access Site is not yet operational, 
shaft sinking and surface construction activities did occur during the audit 
period, with the main sinking phase noted to have commenced in October 
2024. These activities are required to comply with Table 2B noise criteria. 

.  
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However, these criteria do not apply if the Proponent has a written agreement with the relevant 
landowner to exceed the criteria, and the Proponent has advised the Department in writing of the 
terms of this agreement.  

Notes:  

�x �7�R���L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�\���W�K�H���S�U�L�Y�D�W�H�O�\���R�Z�Q�H�G���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�F�H�V���U�H�I�H�U�U�H�G���W�R���L�Q���7�D�E�O�H�����%�����U�H�I�H�U���W�R���W�L�W�O�H�G���³�$�S�S�L�Q���0�L�Q�H��
Ventilation and Access Project �± �6�H�Q�V�L�W�L�Y�H���5�H�F�H�L�Y�H�U�V�´���L�Q���$�S�S�H�Q�G�L�[���������D�Q�G�� 

�x Noise generated by the Appin Ventilation and Access Site is to be measured in accordance with 
the relevant procedures and exemptions (including certain meteorological conditions) of the 
Noise Policy for Industry (EPA, 2017). 

�x Consultant Avice Notice �± Appin Mine Vent Shaft Construction �± Main Sink 
Shaft Sinking Construction Noise Compliance (Waves Consulting, dated 30 
July 2025) 

Review of the annual reviews indicate that noise monitoring is occurring 
accordingly and no non-compliance with respect to the criteria in Table2B 
have occurred during the audit period.  

The construction noise compliance advice provided by the specialist 
acoustic consultant (Waves Consulting) in July 2025 assessed compliance 
at the AMVA site through focusing on construction noise events between 28 
April and 31 May 2025. The specialist consultant confirmed through the 
continuous long term unattended noise and vibration monitoring (installed at 
the start of the AMVA project) and the completion of attended noise 
monitoring over 29 April 2025 to 1 May 2025, that noise mitigation 
measures implemented on site had been more effective than expected and 
that the 24/7 shaft sinking construction activities at the site fully satisfied 
consent conditions. Further, that future 24/7 construction was permissible 
on this basis. 

Noise Mitigation   

3 Upon receiving a written request from the owner of any residence listed in Table 3, the Proponent 
shall implement noise mitigation measures (such as double-glazing, insulation, and/or air 
conditioning) at the residence in consultation with the landowner. These measures must be 
reasonable and feasible. If within 3 months of receiving this request from the owner, the Proponent 
and the owner cannot agree on the measures to be implemented, or there is a dispute about the 
implementation of these measures, then either party may refer the matter to the Planning Secretary 
for resolution. 

 

Compliant �x Annual Reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25, including Appin Mine Project 
Approval Compliance Reports as Appendices  

�x Site interview completed on 9 October 2025  

A noise mitigation request was received from a resident near ventilation 
Shaft No. 2. A site-specific Noise Assessment is currently being undertaken 
at the property to determine whether an exceedance of the noise limits has 
occurred and to identify mitigation options.   

A Negotiated NeighbourAgreement was executed with a resident adjacent 
to the AMVA Project. The agreement included installation of mitigation 
measures.  

Operating Conditions 

4 The Proponent shall:  

(a) implement best management practice, including all reasonable and feasible noise mitigation 
measures, to minimise the construction, operational and road traffic noise generated by the project;  

(b) operate a comprehensive noise management system on site that uses real-time noise monitoring 
data for mining operations and the implementation of noise mitigation measures to ensure 
compliance with the relevant conditions of this approval; and  

(c) regularly assess the real-time noise monitoring to ensure compliance with the relevant conditions 
of this approval, to the satisfaction of the Planning Secretary. 

Compliant  �x Appin Mine Noise Management Plan (NMP), Version 3 dated December 
2024, approved by DPHI on 15/02/2025  

�x Quarterly Noise Monitoring Assessment reports for Q1-4 FY23, Q1-4 FY24 
and Q1-4 FY25  

�x Annual Reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25  

�x Annual Long Term Remote Monitoring Appin for FY23, FY24 and FY25  

(a) BSO has prepared a Noise Management Plan (APNMP0113 Version 3, 
December 2024), which describes the management measures that are 
implemented to manage noise to acceptable levels. The NMP describes 
three main strategies:  

�x controlling noise at the source via Best Management Practice and/or 
Best Available Technology Economically Achievable;  

�x controlling transmission of noise by attenuation the noise between the 
source and receiver through the use of barriers and/or land-use 
controls; and  

�x controlling noise at the receiver.  

Section 5 of the NMP describes the noise management and mitigation 
measures, including operational noise at Appin East Pit Top, Appin West Pit 
Top, Appin North Pit Top, Ventilation Shafts, WCCPP and CWEA, as well 
as gas drainage activities, construction activities and road traffic noise.    
A review of quarterly attended noise monitoring results and the BSO 
complaints register demonstrates that there have been no exceedances of 
the applicable noise criteria during the audit period. Two complaints only 
were received during the audit period (February and April 2023). These 
complaints were in relation to reverse alarms from a light vehicle occurring 
prior to 8am on a Saturday and noise from exploration drilling. Measures 
implemented as a result of the complaints included instructions to personnel 
regarding the minimisation of reversing and use of temporary barriers 
around drilling operations.  
  
(b) Section 6 of the NMP describes the Noise Monitoring Program, which 
includes a combination of attended and unattended noise monitoring. 
Continuous real-time noise monitoring is conducted on an as required basis 
(at least annual) for the purpose of noise complaint review, assess changes 
to plant and equipment, and/or evaluate the effectiveness of noise mitigation 
measures.   
Section 7.2.2 of the NMP describes the adaptive management measures 
that are implemented by BSO, in the event of elevated noise levels, 
including the consideration of all reasonable and feasible mitigation 
measures.   
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(c) Continuous real-time noise monitoring is conducted at BSO at various 
locations around the mine, as required. The real-time monitoring is used for 
investigations, noise complaint review, in the event of changes to plant and 
equipment, and to evaluate the effectiveness of noise mitigation measures. 
Sighted Annual Long Term Remote Monitoring reports for FY23, FY24 and 
FY25.  

Noise Management Plan 

5 The Proponent shall prepare and implement a Noise Management Plan for the project to the 
satisfaction of the Planning Secretary. This plan must: 

(a) be prepared in consultation with EPA and WSC, and submitted to the Planning Secretary for 
approval by 30 September 2012; 

(b) include provisions to ensure that the road haulage fleet attains and maintains best practices in 
both equipment and operations; 

(c) seek to minimise road traffic noise generated by employee commuter vehicles on public roads, 
particularly Douglas Park Drive and Macarthur Road; 

(d) describe the measures that would be implemented to ensure compliance with the relevant 
conditions of this approval; 

(e) prior to commencement of construction of the operational winder/cage, describe the outcome of 
investigations into alternatives to the use and implementation of audible warning alarms for the 
operation of the winder/cage at the Appin Mine Ventilation and Access Site; 

(f) outline procedures to manage responses to any complaints or issues raised by the owners of 
affected residences; and 

(g) include a noise monitoring program that: 

�x uses a combination of real-time and supplementary attended monitoring to evaluate the 
performance of the project, including at the Appin Mine Ventilation and Access Site; and 

�x includes a protocol for determining exceedances of the relevant conditions of this approval. 

Compliant �x Appin Mine Noise Management Plan (NMP), Version 3 dated December 
2024, approved by DPHI on 15/02/2025 

The NMP (v3, dated December 2024) has been prepared and implemented 
in accordance with Schedule 4, Condition 5 of MP08_0150. The NMP was 
revised twice during the audit period, as follows: 

�x v2 (dated November 2022): Updated following approval of Modification, 
including feedback from the former DPE (now the DPHI). 

�x v3 (dated December 2024): Updated with administrative changes and to 
reflect organisational changes from South32 to GM3, updated links, and 
updates to noise monitoring locations for the AMVA Project and 
inclusion of winder alarm investigation outcomes. 

The revisions to the NMP during the audit period were undertaken in 
consultation with the EPA and Wollondilly Shire Council, and was approved 
by the DPHI.  

BSO has considered all feasible and reasonable noise mitigation measures, 
including Best Management Practice and/or Best Available Technology 
Economically Achievable. Measures include site -specific strategies, 
proactive communication and noise reduction programs.  

There were no issues identified during the audit (i.e. documentary review, 
site inspection, and interviews) necessitating revision to the NMP (v3, dated 
December 2024), which was confirmed to be available on the Project 
website. 

5A The Proponent must implement the Noise Management Plan approved by the Planning Secretary. Compliant �x Appin Mine Noise Management Plan (NMP), Version 3 dated December 
2024, approved by DPHI on 15/02/2025  

�x Site interview completed on 9 October 2025  

�x Quarterly Noise Monitoring Assessment reports for Q1-4 FY23, Q1-4 FY24 
and Q1-4 FY25.  

During the site inspection, ICHPL representatives were forthcoming in 
producing any evidence requested, and showed that the Project has 
exhibited best practice noise management in accordance with their NMP 
during the audit period. 

Review of the relevant documentation and conduct of the site audit indicates 
compliance with the requirements of noise conditions, noting: 

�x The NMP outlines planning, operations and engineering controls which 
minimise development noise. 

�x Meteorological conditions are considered in noise management with on-
site continuous monitoring meteorological monitoring stations observed 
during the site inspection. 

�x Quarterly noise monitoring was undertaken by external consultants, with 
no exceedances of noise limits occurred during the reporting period, 
with two noise-related complaints were received during the audit period. 

�x There were no reportable incidents in relation to noise during the audit 
period. 

Noise management for BSO is undertaken in accordance with the NMP, and 
the strategies implemented are suitably effective. 

Road Traffic Noise Mitigation 

6 If after the end of June 2013, road traffic noise generated by the project (including employee 
vehicles) results in an exceedance by more than 2 dB(A) of the NSW criteria for road traffic noise on 
Douglas Park Drive or Macarthur Road at any residence on privately-owned land, then the 
Proponent shall, upon receiving a written request from the landowner, implement reasonable and 
feasible noise mitigation measures (such as double glazing, insulation, and/or air conditioning) at the 
residence in consultation with the landowner. If within 3 months of receiving this request from the 
landowner, the Proponent and the landowner cannot agree on the measures to be implemented, or 
there is a dispute about the implementation of these measures, then either party may refer the 
matter to the Planning Secretary for resolution. 

Not triggered  �x Site interview completed on 9 October 2025  

�x Community Complaints Report (to date)  

There have been no complaints regarding traffic noise on Douglas Park 
Drive or Macarthur Road during the audit period, and no written requests 
have been received from any landowners for noise mitigation.    

Air Quality & Greenhouse Gas 

Odour 

7 The Proponent shall ensure that no offensive odours are emitted from the site, as defined under the 
POEO Act. 

compliant �x Annual Reviews FY23, FY24 and FY25 

�x Community Complaint Reports (to date)  

�x Site interviews 9, 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x Site inspection completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

BSO has published complaints records on their website. All reports relating 
to the audit period have been reviewed. The only relevant complaint was as 
follows: 

�x �$�S�U�L�O���������������D���U�H�S�R�U�W���R�I���³�V�P�H�O�O���R�I���G�L�H�V�H�O���I�X�P�H�V�´ at an exploration site. 
BSO responded to this concern and installed screening panels to 
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mitigate any issues. The community member was satisfied with the 
response. 

No offensive odours were detected during the site visit. 

Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

8 The Proponent shall implement all reasonable and feasible measures to minimise the release of 
greenhouse gas emissions from the site to the satisfaction of the Planning Secretary. 

compliant �x Appin Mine Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Management Plan, Version 4 
dated December 2024, approved by NSW DPHI on 15/01/2025 

�x Annual Reviews FY23, FY24 and FY25, including sections on 
decarbonisation program and review of GHG data. 

The Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Management Plan addresses 
greenhouse gas minimisation actions. 

The following relevant measures were identified: 

�x Gas drainage and subsequent use in generating electricity.  

�x Trial underway for a vent abatement unit. 

�x Some flaring occurs. 

�x Post drainage capture efficiency metrics are monitored. 

Annual Reviews over the audit period describe the decarbonisation program 
and indicate that longwall mining gas capture has increased and is now 
reliably at ~65% compared to the FY15 base year at ~51%. In FY25 studies 
have continued into the development of a regenerative thermal oxidiser at 
Shaft No.6 site to reduce methane emissions by ~36 kilotons per year and 
saw the submission of a modification application on 6 June 2025 (currently 
in the response to submissions page on the NSW Planning Portal:  
https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/projects/mod-4-vam-
abatement-project).  

It is noted that a consultant has also been engaged to prepare a 
decarbonisation strategy which is planned for completion in FY26. 

Air Quality Criteria 

9 The Proponent shall ensure that all reasonable and feasible avoidance and mitigation measures are 
employed so that the particulate emissions generated by the project do not exceed the criteria listed 
in Tables 4, 5 and 6 at any residence on privately-owned land or on more than 25 percent of any 
privately owned land. 

compliant �x Appin Mine Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Management Plan, Version 4 
dated December 2024, approved by NSW DPHI on 15/01/2025 

�x Spreadsheet for the real time PM10 monitoring at West Cliff 

�x 14 Day monitoring spreadsheet Point 35 (Junction of Appin Road and 
Wedderburn Road) 

�x site interviews completed on 9, 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x Annual Reviews FY23, FY24 and FY25 

�x Community Complaint Reports (to date) 

The annual reviews from the audit period confirm there were no air quality 
non-compliances against Condition 9A. 

Information the Annual Reviews showed that: 

�x Annual average total suspended particulates (TSP) concentrations (as 
inferred from PM10) did not indicate that BSO had caused any 
exceedances of the impact assessment criteria at monitors 
representative of residences on privately-owned land. 

�x Annual average PM10 concentrations did not indicate that BSO had 
caused any exceedances of the impact assessment criteria at monitors 
representative of residences on privately-owned land. 

�x All 24-hour average PM10 concentrations above 50 µg/m3 were 
investigated. The investigations confirmed that BSO had not caused the 
exceedances. Evidence of reasonable and feasible avoidance and 
mitigation measures was available. 

�x Annual average deposited dust levels (as inferred from PM10) did not 
indicate that BSO had caused any exceedances of the impact 
assessment criteria at monitors representative of residences on 
privately-owned land. 

9A The Proponent shall ensure that all reasonable and feasible avoidance and mitigation measures are 
employed so that the particulate emissions from the Appin Mine Ventilation and Access Site do not 
exceed the criteria listed in Table 6A at any residence on privately-owned land or on more than 25 
percent of any privately-owned land. 

compliant �x Appin Mine Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Management Plan, Version 4 
dated December 2024, approved by NSW DPHI on 15/01/2025 

�x Samples of meteorological data (spreadsheets) 

�x Samples of real-time PM10 data (spreadsheets) 

�x 14 Day monitoring spreadsheet Point 35 (Junction of Appin Road and 
Wedderburn Road) 

�x site interviews completed on 9, 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x Annual Reviews FY23, FY24 and FY25 

�x Community Complaint Reports (to date) 

The annual reviews from the audit period confirm there were no air quality 
non-compliances against Condition 10. 

Information the Annual Reviews showed that: 

�x Annual average TSP concentrations (as inferred from PM10) did not 
indicate that BSO had caused any exceedances of the impact 
assessment criteria at monitors representative of residences on 
privately-owned land. 

�x Annual average PM10 concentrations did not indicate that BSO had 
caused any exceedances of the impact assessment criteria at monitors 
representative of residences on privately-owned land. 

�x All 24-hour average PM10 concentrations above 50 µg/m3 were 
investigated. The investigations confirmed that BSO had not caused the 
exceedances. Evidence of reasonable and feasible avoidance and 
mitigation measures was available. 

�x Annual average deposited dust levels (as inferred from PM10) did not 
indicate that BSO had caused any exceedances of the impact 
assessment criteria at monitors representative of residences on 
privately-owned land. 

https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/projects/mod-4-vam-abatement-project
https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/projects/mod-4-vam-abatement-project
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Notes for Tables 4-6A: 

�‡�D���7�R�W�D�O���L�P�S�D�F�W����i.e. incremental increase in concentrations due to the project plus background 
concentrations due to other sources); 

�‡�E���,�Q�F�U�H�P�H�Q�W�D�O���L�P�S�D�F�W����i.e. incremental increase in concentrations due to the project on its own); 

�‡�F���'�H�S�R�V�L�W�H�G���G�X�V�W���L�V���W�R���E�H���D�V�V�H�V�V�H�G���D�V���L�Q�V�R�O�X�E�O�H���V�R�O�L�G�V���D�V���G�H�I�L�Q�H�G���E�\���6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V���$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D�����$�6���1�=�6��
3580.10.1:2003: Methods for Sampling and Analysis of Ambient Air - Determination of Particulate 
Matter - Deposited Matter �± Gravimetric Method; and 

�‡�G���(�[�F�O�X�G�H�V���H�[�W�U�D�R�U�G�L�Q�D�U�\���H�Y�H�Q�W�V���V�X�F�K���D�V���E�X�V�K�I�L�U�H�V�����S�U�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G���E�X�U�Q�L�Q�J�����G�X�V�W���V�W�R�U�P�V�����V�H�D���I�R�J�����I�L�U�H��
incidents, illegal activities or any other activity agreed to by the Planning Secretary in consultation 
with EPA. 

Air Quality Acquisition Criteria 

10 If the particulate matter emissions generated by the project exceed the criteria in Tables 7, 8 and 9 at 
any residence on privately-owned land or on more than 25 percent of any privately owned land, then 
upon receiving a written request for acquisition from the landowner the Proponent shall, subject to 
the independent review procedure in Conditions 2 �± 3 of Schedule 5, acquire the land in accordance 
with the procedures in Conditions 4 - 5 of Schedule 5. 

 

compliant �x site interviews completed on 9, 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x MOD 3 Appendix C - Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Assessment, 
completed for Appin Mine Ventilation and Access Project (dated 10 June 
2021) 

�x Samples of meteorological data (spreadsheets) 

�x Samples of real-time PM10 data (spreadsheets) 

�x Annual Reviews FY23, FY24, FY25 

 

One written request for land acquisition for the AMVA Project was received 
in 2023 from R15, this was declined on the basis that assessments 
undertaken for MOD-3 confirmed the Project did not trigger Voluntary Land 
Acquisition and Mitigation Policy (VLAMP) requirements and predicted 
impacts were within approved criteria. Mitigation measures were offered, 
and a negotiated agreement was executed with the resident in November 
2023. The property was sold in November 2023 with no further issues being 
raised by the new residents. Air quality monitoring completed over the audit 
period and reported in the FY23 Annual Review (period relevant to the 
request received) confirmed compliance with the criteria provided in the 
condition. 

The annual reviews from the audit period confirm there were no air quality 
non-compliances against Condition 10. 

Information the Annual Reviews showed that: 

�x Annual average TSP concentrations (as inferred from PM10) did not 
indicate that BSO had caused any exceedances of the impact 
assessment criteria at monitors representative of residences on 
privately-owned land. 

�x Annual average PM10 concentrations did not indicate that BSO had 
caused any exceedances of the impact assessment criteria at monitors 
representative of residences on privately-owned land. 

�x All 24-hour average PM10 concentrations above 50 µg/m3 were 
investigated. The investigations confirmed that BSO had not caused the 
exceedances. Evidence of reasonable and feasible avoidance and 
mitigation measures was available. 

�x Annual average deposited dust levels (as inferred from PM10) did not 
indicate that BSO had caused any exceedances of the impact 
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assessment criteria at monitors representative of residences on 
privately-owned land. 

Operating Conditions 

11 The Proponent shall:  

(a) implement best practice air quality management on site, including all reasonable and feasible 
measures to minimise the off-site odour, fume and dust emissions generated by the project, 
including from any spontaneous combustion on site,  

(b) minimise any visible air pollution generated by the project; and  

(c) regularly assess the air quality monitoring and meteorological forecasting data, and relocate, 
modify and/or stop operations on site to ensure compliance with the relevant conditions of this 
approval; to the satisfaction of the Planning Secretary. 

compliant �x site interviews completed on 9, 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x site inspection completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x Annual Reviews FY23, FY24 and FY25 

�x Community Complaint Reports (to date) 

�x Samples of meteorological data (spreadsheets) 

�x Samples of real-time PM10 data (spreadsheets) 

�x reporting of incidents, non- compliances and exceedances  

Water trucks were observed by the auditor and truck washing areas were 
observed to be operational.  

Meteorological stations were observed in various locations. Meteorological 
data is used to inform evaluation of compliance with air quality criteria, as 
well as when evaluating noise data. 

Mining operations at BSO have been reviewed. The following outcomes 
were noted: 

(a) The air quality management systems in place at BSO are consistent with 
best practice at underground coal mines in NSW. These systems include a 
combination of visual triggers, real-time air quality monitoring, alerts, and a 
trigger action response plan. Approved management plans have been 
developed and implemented. There was no indication of issues relating to 
spontaneous combustion (either from the interviews or complaints records). 
As per the AQGHGMP, coal seams mined at BSO are not susceptible to 
spontaneous combustion. 

(b) The site inspection did not identify any significant visible emissions to air 
generated by BSO.  

(c) The air quality and meteorological data are available to staff in real-time. 
Activities can be modified if required. Information from an early warning 
weather system is issued to staff daily. 

Air Quality & Greenhouse Gas Management Plan 

12 The Proponent shall prepare a detailed Air Quality & Greenhouse Gas Management Plan for the 
project to the satisfaction of the Planning Secretary. This plan must:  

(a) be prepared in consultation with EPA, and submitted to the Planning Secretary for approval by 30 
September 2012;  

(b) describe the measures that would be implemented to ensure compliance with the relevant 
conditions of this approval, including consideration of applying a real-time air quality management 
system that employs both reactive and proactive mitigation measures;  

(c) describe the measures that would be implemented to minimise the release of greenhouse gas 
emissions from the site;  

(d) include a site specific air quality monitoring and management plan for the Appin Mine Ventilation 
and Access Site which includes:  

- an odour management plan and gaseous emissions monitoring program for the operation of the 
ventilation shafts;  

- a comprehensive air quality management system that uses real-time monitoring and implements 
both proactive and reactive air quality mitigation measures; and  

(e) include an air quality monitoring program that uses a combination of high volume samplers and 
dust deposition gauges to evaluates the performance of the project, and includes a protocol for 
determining exceedances with the relevant conditions of this approval. 

compliant �x Appin Mine Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Management Plan (AQGHGMP), 
Version 4 dated December 2024, approved by approved by NSW DPHI on 
15/01/2025 

The AQGHGMP (v4, dated December 2024) has been prepared and 
implemented in accordance with Schedule 4, Condition 12 of MP08_0150. 
The AQGHGMP was revised three times during the audit period, as follows: 

�x v2 (dated January 2023): Updated following approval of Modification 3, 
including addressing EPA comments, and addressing initial feedback 
from and Technical Review by the former DPE (now the DPHI). 

�x v3 (dated May 2024): General revisions, as well as updates related to 
continuous and periodic emission monitoring. 

�x v4 (dated December 2024): Updated with administrative changes and to 
reflect organisational changes from South32 to GM3, updated links, 
inclusion of climate-related disclosure requirements, and inclusion of 
DustTrak at the AMVA Project. 

The audit determined a proactive system is in place which includes a 
subscription to early warning weather system. Information in the AQGHGMP 
has been communicated to relevant staff and compliant records suggest 
that ICHPL had effectively managed air quality. 

There were no issues identified during the audit (i.e. documentary review, 
site inspection, and interviews) necessitating revision to the AQGHGMP (v4, 
dated December 2024), which was confirmed to be available on the Project 
website. 

12A The Proponent must implement the Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Management Plan approved by 
the Planning Secretary. 

compliant �x AQGHGMP, Version 4 dated December 2024, approved by approved by 
NSW DPHI on 15/01/2025 

During the site inspection, ICHPL representatives were forthcoming in 
producing any evidence requested and showed that the Project has 
exhibited best practice air management in accordance with their 



 

Project approval MP08_0150 Independent Environmental Audit 2025 E-20 

Condition Details Compliance 
status 

Relevant evidence Commentary 

�x Site inspection completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x Samples of meteorological data (spreadsheets) 

�x Samples of real-time PM10 data (spreadsheets) 

�x 14 Day monitoring spreadsheet Point 35 (Junction of Appin Road and 
Wedderburn Road) 

�x Annual Reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25, including sections on 
decarbonisation program and review of GHG data. 

AQGHGMP. Review of the relevant documentation and conduct of the site 
audit indicates compliance with the requirements of air quality conditions, 
noting: 

�x Air quality criteria: no exceedances of air quality limits due to 
operational activities occurred during the reporting period. 

�x The AQGHGMP outlines the regular monitoring program including 
meteorological forecasting and real-time air quality monitoring data, with 
air quality monitoring units sighted during the site inspection. 

�x There were no reportable incidents in relation to noise during the audit 
period. 

�x Implementation of the AQGHGMP was observed during the site 
inspection, including the use of water trucks and coal haulage trucks 
being sprayed down and having loads covered. 

Meteorological Monitoring 

13 During the life of the project, the Proponent shall ensure that there is a suitable meteorological 
station operating in the vicinity of the site that:  

(a) complies with the requirements in the Approved Methods for Sampling of Air Pollutants in New 
South Wales guideline; and  

(b) is capable of continuous real-time measurement of temperature lapse rate in accordance with the 
NSW Industrial Noise Policy. 

compliant �x AQGHGMP), Version 4 dated December 2024, approved by NSW DPHI on 
15/01/2025 

�x IMC Procedure Meteorological Station Operation and Data Management 
(Doc. No. IMCP0206) 

�x Site inspection completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x Meteorological station monitoring data (excel sheets) for: 

�‚ Appin West monitoring station (ID: W-PF1) (dating 1 July 2022 to 2 
September 2025) 

�‚ Vent Shaft 6 monitoring station (ID: VS6-PF1) (dating 1 July 2022 to 2 
September 2025) 

�‚ Vent Shaft 7/8 monitoring station (ID: VS 7/8 Wx) (dating 5 September 
2025 to 5 September 2025) 

�‚ Appin East monitoring station (ID: AE-PF1) (dating 1 July 2022 to 9 
September 2025) 

�‚ Appin East monitoring station (ID: AE-PF3) (dating 1 July 2022 to 2 
September 2025) 

Meteorological monitoring for the development is described in Section 6.3.5 
of the AQGHGMP: 

�³�:�H�D�W�K�H�U�����P�H�W�H�R�U�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���P�R�Q�L�W�R�U�L�Q�J�����V�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�U�H���O�R�F�D�W�H�G���D�W���P�X�O�W�L�S�O�H��
locations across Appin Mine to monitor and record weather parameters 
such as wind speed and direction, temperature, humidity, and rainfall. Data 
from these stations may be used to inform evaluation of compliance with air 
�T�X�D�O�L�W�\���F�U�L�W�H�U�L�D�´�� 

Any issues with the meteorological monitoring are addressed as required; 
however, OFI05 has been identified. 

Operation of the meteorological station was verified through review of 
monitoring data from the station. 

OFI05: To assist with prediction of dust dispersion patterns, assessing for 
potential hazards like dust plumes, and optimising ventilation systems, 
sigma-theta (the standard deviation of horizontal wind directions) should be 
included in the logged data records, to allow to the determination of 
atmospheric stability (if required).. 

Soil & Water 

 Note: Under the Water Act 1912 and/or the Water Management Act 2000, the Proponent is required 
to obtain the necessary water licences for the project. 

note NA noted 

Compensatory Water Supply 

14 The Proponent shall provide a compensatory water supply to any owner of privately-owned land 
whose water supply is adversely impacted (other than an impact that is negligible) as a result of the 
project, in accordance with the approved Surface Water Management Plan. 

The compensatory water supply measures must provide an alternative long-term supply of water that 
is equivalent to the loss attributed to the project. Equivalent water supply must be provided (at least 
on an interim basis) within 24 hours of the loss being identified. 

If the Proponent and the landowner cannot agree on the measures to be implemented, or there is a 
dispute about the implementation of these measures, then either party may refer the matter to the 
Planning Secretary for resolution. 

If the Proponent is unable to provide an alternative long-term supply of water, then the Proponent 
shall provide alternative compensation to the satisfaction of the Planning Secretary. 

compliant Annual Reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25, providing details of compensatory 
water provided to landholders. 

site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

 

Details of compensatory water supply provided to landholders is included in 
section 7.2 of the Annual Reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25. The details 
provided include:  

�x bore details 

�x the impact identified 

�x the current status of the compensatory supply 

�x actions/agreements 

�x water supply rates 

ICHPL personnel stated during the audit interviews completed on 15 
October 2025 that the compensatory water is sourced from the town water 
supply and provided to the landholders through use of a water truck. 

Surface Water Discharges 

15 The Proponent shall ensure that all surface water discharges from the site (including from the 
Brennans Creek Dam) comply with the discharge limits (both volume and quality) set for the project 
in any EPL. 

non-compliant 14-day report containing all monitoring sites and the water sampling results 
(ICHPL website). 

Annual Reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25, including reporting of incidents, non-
compliances and exceedances 

site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

Controlled discharges of water from the Project are made from LDPs 
specified in EPL 2504, in accordance with the monitoring requirements 
specified in the EPL and in section 7 of the WMP. 

Discharge performance for the audit period is included in the Annual 
Reviews (i.e. for FY23, FY24 and FY25), the EPL Annual Returns (i.e. 
2022/2023, 2023/2024 and 2024/2025), and on the Project website. Review 
of discharge reporting indicates the following water quality non-compliances 
occurred during the audit period:  

�x exceedance of total suspended solids (TSS) limits at LDP41 on 3 April 
2023 

�x exceedance of Biochemical oxygen demand (BOD) water quality 
concentration limits at: 

�‚ LDP38 on 20 June 2024 and 19 July 2024 
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�‚ LDP23 on 19 December 2024 

The following exceedances of discharge water quality criteria occurred 
during the audit period:  

�x zinc 80-percentile limit exceedances at LDP24 on 23 August 2022 and 
18 January 2024  

�x Total Nitrogen: 

�‚ 50-percentile limit exceeded six times at LDP24 during FY23 (i.e. 23 
August 2022, 29 September 2022, 27 October 2022, 30 January 
2023, 27 March 2023, and 19 April 2023) 

�‚ 50/80-percentile limit exceeded four times at LDP24 during FY24 
(i.e. 19 October 2023, 21 December 2023, 18 January 2024, and 20 
March 2024) 

�‚ 80-percentile limit exceeded one time at LDP24 during FY25 (i.e. 26 
March 2025) 

�x BOD 50-percentile limit exceedances at LDP38 during FY24 (i.e. 20 
March 2024), LDP38 during FY25 (i.e. 19 June 2025), and LDP4 during 
FY25 (i.e. 23 June 2025) 

�x pH 50-percentile limit exceeded two times at LDP3/4 during FY24 (i.e. 
18 October 2023, and 12 December 2023)  

There was one non-compliance related to discharge monitoring, relating to 
the water sample not being analysed for BOD at LDP23 on 21 May 2024.  

In addition, one uncontrolled discharge (i.e. overflow) was reported during 
the audit period. The incident report for the event states: 

�µ�2�Q���������$�S�U�L�O�������������D�W���D�S�S�U�R�[�L�P�D�W�H�O�\���������������D�P�����L�W���Z�D�V���L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�L�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�X�U�E�L�G��
water had been discharged from the sediment pond into Foot Onslow 
Creek, that runs adjacent to the AMVA Project site. Approximately 40 m of 
Foot Onslow Creek was observed to contain turbid water, with the area 
closest to the discharge point having a higher total suspended solids (TSS) 
�F�R�Q�F�H�Q�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q���¶ 

All exceedances of the discharge criteria specified in the EPL, the discharge 
monitoring related non-compliance and the uncontrolled discharge were 
reported and managed in accordance with the procedures required under 
MP08_0150 and EPL 2504, as detailed in the WMP. Review of the reporting 
documentation indicates that none of the events resulted in any measurable 
environmental harm.  

Review of the discharge reporting indicates that there were no volumetric 
exceedances during the audit period.  

Surface Water Management Plan 

16 The Proponent must update and implement the Surface Water Management Plan for the project to 
the satisfaction of the Planning Secretary. This plan must be prepared in consultation with NSW 
DCCEEW �± Water Group and EPA by suitably qualified and experienced persons whose 
appointment has been endorsed by the Planning Secretary and submitted to the Planning Secretary 
for approval by 31 January 2017. This plan must include:  

(a) a comprehensive water balance for the project, that includes details of:  

�x sources and security of water supply and water make;  

�x water use; and  

�x water discharges; and  

(b) management plans for the surface facilities sites, that includes:  

�x a detailed description of water management systems for each site, including: 

- clean water diversion systems;  

- erosion and sediment controls;  

- on-site sewage management systems; and  

- any water storages;  

�x measures to minimise potable water use and to reuse and recycle water;  

�x trigger levels for investigating any potentially adverse impacts on water resources or water 
quality;  

�x a Water Response Plan, which describes the measures and/or procedures that would be 
implemented to:  

- investigate, notify and mitigate any ground or surface water exceedances;  

- minimise, prevent or offset any adverse impacts to ground or surface water resources;  

compliant �x Appin Mine Water Management Plan, Version 2.1 dated May 2025 on 
website for minor administrative changes, however, Version 2 dated January 
2025 was approved by DPHI on 31/01/2025, surface water management is 
included in this plan. 

�x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

The WMP (v2.1, dated May 2025) has been prepared and implemented in 
accordance with Schedule 4, Condition 16 of MP08_0150. The WMP was 
revised three times during the audit period, as follows: 

�x v1 (dated December 2022): Updated Project water balance, inclusion of 
new licence discharge points (LDPs), updated information on water 
treatment plant (WTP), removal of groundwater monitoring requirement, 
updates to reflect approval of Modification 5, and providing feedback on 
comments from the former Department of Planning and Environment 
(DPE) (now the DPHI). 

�x v2 (dated January 2025): Incorporation of FY23 water balance data, 
LDP for North Cliff Mine Site (no longer operational), updates to WTP 
text, administrative changes and to reflect organisational changes from 
South32 to GM3, and updated links. This revision was undertaken in 
consultation with the former DPE Water (now the NSW DCCEEW Water 
Group). 

�x v2.1 (dated May 2025): Minor administrative changes. 

Conduct of the audit (i.e. documentary review, site inspection, and 
interviews) identified no need for a revision to the WMP (v2.1, dated May 
2025). 
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- provide compensatory water supply to any owner of privately-owned land whose water supply 
is adversely impacted (other than an impact that is negligible) as a result of the project; and 

�x measures to comply with surface water discharge limits;  

�x implementation of any pollution reduction program relating to mine water discharges from 
Brennans Creek Dam and identification of 5, 7 and 10 year commitments to substantially reduce 
the impacts on biota of salinity and other pollutants in such discharges; and  

�x monitoring and reporting procedures including:  

- collection of baseline data on surface water quality in creeks and other waterbodies that could 
potentially be affected by the project; and - surface water and stream health impact assessment 
criteria. 

16A The Proponent must implement the Surface Water Management Plan approved by the Planning 
Secretary. 

Note: This plan must be suitably integrated with the Water Management Plans that form part of 
Extraction Plans. 

compliant �x Appin Mine Water Management Plan, Version 2.1 dated May 2025 on 
website for minor administrative changes, however, Version 2 dated January 
2025 was approved by DPHI on 31/01/2025, surface water management is 
included in this plan. 

�x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x 14-day report containing all monitoring sites and the water sampling results 
(ICHPL website). 

�x Records for internal event reports for exceedances of water quality criteria 
listed in the EPL 

�x Records for inspections of the site water infrastructure 

�x Potable water usage records 

�x EQUiS data portal. 

Review of monitoring data and documentation indicates that the monitoring 
plan has been implemented as approved. 

West Cliff Coal Wash Emplacement Area  

West Cliff Coal Wash Emplacement Area Management Plan 

17 The Proponent shall prepare and implement a West Cliff Coal Wash Emplacement Area 
Management Plan for the project to the satisfaction of the Planning Secretary. This plan must be 
prepared in consultation with BCS and be submitted to the Planning Secretary for approval by the 
end of June 2013. This plan must include:  

(a) detailed design plans which include options for reducing, avoiding and/or managing impacts on 
Aboriginal heritage sites in and adjacent to the southwestern fringe of the proposed Stage 4 footprint 
(including sites 52-2-2228/3617, 52-2-1373, 52-2-3533/3613 and 52-2-3506);  

(b) management strategies to ensure no impacts to Aboriginal heritage site 52-2-3505 other than 
negligible impacts, including consideration of potential staged development of the emplacement 
and/or buffer areas;  

(c) management strategies for the protection and conservation of Persoonia hirsuta;  

(d) management strategies for the protection and conservation of the Broad-headed Snake and the 
Southern Brown Bandicoot;  

(e) a comprehensive water monitoring program for the emplacement;  

(f) provide for progressive rehabilitation of the emplacement area, including through:  

�x maximising opportunities for natural regeneration;  

�x maximising retention of suitable habitat species;  

�x appropriate weed and pest control strategies; and  

�x planting only endemic species in habitat mixes appropriate for soil, slope and aspect; and 

compliant �x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x Appin Mine Coal Wash Emplacement Area Management Plan, Version 6 
dated 29/01/2025, approved by DPHI on 09/04/2025 and commonwealth 
DCCEEW on 10/06/2025  

 

The CWEAMP (v6, dated 29 January 2025) has been prepared in 
accordance with Schedule 4, Condition 17. 

The plan was revised once during the audit period (v6) for amendments 
made regarding heritage site management, inclusion of revised Stage 3 
plans, the removal of operational requirements incorporated into site 
documentation, general update, inclusion of feedback from stakeholder 
consultation, inclusion of baseline information, update of biodiversity 
monitoring methodology and the inclusion of post-clearance report. 

There were no issues identified during the audit (i.e. documentary review, 
site inspection and interviews) necessitating revision to the CWEAMP, 
which was confirmed to be available on the Project website. 

17A The Proponent must implement the West Cliff Coal Wash Emplacement Area Management Plan 
approved by the Planning Secretary. 

compliant �x Appin Mine Coal Wash Emplacement Area Management Plan, Version 6 
dated 29/01/2025, approved by DPHI on 09/04/2025 and commonwealth 
DCCEEW on 10/06/2025  

�x Annual Reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25, with attached Coal 
Emplacement Rehabilitation Reports and Annual Persoonia hirsuta 
Condition Monitoring Reports 

A deep dive was undertaken into compliance with Vegetation and Fauna 

Management Requirements (Section 7). Documentation provided 
demonstrated a process exists and was implemented in relation to 
Vegetation and Fauna Management Requirements (Section 7) of the plan. 

No non-compliances were identified in relation to the Plan or the associated 
threatened species management plans. 

West Cliff Coal Wash Emplacement Area Biodiversity Offset Strategy 

18 The Proponent shall provide a suitable biodiversity offset strategy to compensate for the impacts of 
Stage 4 of the West Cliff Coal Wash Emplacement Area, to the satisfaction of the Planning 
Secretary. This offset strategy must:  

(a) be prepared in consultation with BCS;  

(b) be submitted to the Planning Secretary for approval by the end of December 2012, or as 
otherwise agreed by the Planning Secretary; and  

���F�����I�X�O�I�L�O���³�P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q���R�U���L�P�S�U�R�Y�H�´���D�Q�G���V�H�H�N���W�R���I�X�O�I�L�O���³�O�L�N�H���I�R�U���O�L�N�H���R�U���E�H�W�W�H�U�´���F�R�Q�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���R�X�W�F�R�P�H�V���I�R�U���W�K�H��
vegetation associations and the Persoonia hirsuta impacted by clearing. 

compliant �x Appin Mine Coal Wash Emplacement Area Management Plan, Version 6 
dated 29/01/2025, approved by DPHI on 09/04/2025 and commonwealth 
DCCEEW on 10/06/2025  

�x Persoonia hirsuta Offset Management Plan, Version 1.1 dated 27/04/2022, 
approved by DPIE on 03/12/2021 and the former Commonwealth 
Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment (DAWE) on 
18/05/2022  

The audit confirmed the Biodiversity Offset Strategy Illawarra Metallurgical 
Coal (v3.2, dated October 2023) has been prepared and implemented in 
accordance with the requirements of Schedule 4, Condition 18 of 
MP08_0150. The Biodiversity Offset Strategy Illawarra Metallurgical Coal 
was revised twice during the audit period, as follows: 

�x v3 (dated September 2023): Updated to reflect subsidence 
management plan approval conditions (associated with Dendrobium 
Mine, not associated with MP08_0150). 

�x v3.1 (dated October 2023): Updated to include agency feedback. 
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�x v3.2 (dated October 2023): Updates in relation to magnitude of upland 
swamp offset (associated with Dendrobium Mine, not associated with 
MP08_0150). 

There were no issues during the audit (i.e. documentary review, site 
inspection and interviews) necessitating revision to the Biodiversity Offset 
Strategy Illawarra Metallurgical Coal (v3.2, dated October 2023), which was 
confirmed to be available on the Project website. 

19 The Proponent shall make suitable arrangements to provide appropriate long-term security for the 
offset areas by 31 December 2012, or other date agreed by the Planning Secretary, to the 
satisfaction of the Planning Secretary. 

compliant �x Persoonia hirsuta Offset Management Plan, Version 1.1 dated 27/04/2022, 
approved by DPIE on 03/12/2021 and the former Commonwealth 
Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment (DAWE) on 
18/05/2022  

�x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

 

Condition assessed as complaint in the 2022 IEA.  

Underground Coal Wash Emplacement Trial 

20 The Proponent shall prepare and undertake an Underground Coal Wash Emplacement Trial for the 
project to the satisfaction of the Planning Secretary. The design of the trial must:  

(a) be undertaken in consultation with BCS;  

(b) be submitted to the Planning Secretary for approval by the end of December 2012;  

(c) contain a two year program to undertake both pilot scale and demonstration scale trials of 
underground coal wash disposal;  

(d) include commitments for ongoing development and/or implementation of underground 
emplacement options following this two-year trial; and  

(e) include 6 monthly progress reporting to the Department and BCS. 

Not triggered �x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x Annual Review for FY23, FY24 and FY25 

Annual Review for the audit period confirmed that the former NSW DPIE 
considered that South32 (GM3) has met the intent of this Condition in 2020, 
as covered by the previous audit. 

Project Surface Infrastructure Management 

Gas Drainage Management Plan 

21 The Proponent shall prepare and implement a Gas Drainage Management Plan in respect of 
construction and use of future gas drainage infrastructure (i.e. for any gas drainage not subject to 
approval at the date of this instrument) to the satisfaction of the Planning Secretary. This plan must 
be submitted to the Planning Secretary for approval prior to the construction of any future gas 
drainage infrastruct�X�U�H���D�Q�G���P�X�V�W���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���G�H�W�D�L�O�V���R�I���W�K�H���S�U�R�S�R�Q�H�Q�W�¶�V���F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W�V���U�H�J�D�U�G�L�Q�J���� 

(a) community consultation;  

(b) landholder agreements; 

(c) assessment of noise, air quality, traffic, biodiversity, heritage, public safety and other impacts in 
accordance with approved methods; 

(d) avoidance of significant impacts and minimisation of impacts generally; 

(e) flaring or use of drained hydrocarbon gases, wherever practicable; 

(f) achievement of applicable standards and goals; 

(g) mitigation and/or compensation for significant noise, air quality and visual impacts; and 

(h) rehabilitation of disturbed sites. 

compliant Appin Mine Gas Drainage Management Plan, Version 7 dated November 2024, 
approved by DPHI on 14/02/2025  

The GDMP (v7, dated November 2024) has been prepared and 
implemented in accordance with Schedule 2 Condition 4. 

The GDMP was revised twice during the audit period: 

�x v6 (dated March 2024) for a general update 

�x v7 (dated November 2024) (current version) to account for 
administrative changes, including the transition to GM3 and updating 
links and logos as well as a general update. 

There were no issues identified during the audit (i.e. documentary review, 
site inspection and interviews) necessitating revision to the GDMP, which 
was confirmed to be available on the Project website. 

21A The Proponent must implement the Gas Drainage Management Plan approved by the Planning 
Secretary. 

Not triggered �x Appin Mine Gas Drainage Management Plan, Version 7 dated November 
2024, approved by DPHI on 14/02/2025  

�x Annual Reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25, including reporting on methane 
management 

�x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x site inspection completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

Conduct of the audit confirmed there were no activities undertaken in the 
audit period under the Gas Drainage Management Plan 

Surface Activities Management Plan 

22 The Proponent shall prepare and implement a Surface Activities Management Plan in respect of 
construction and use of service boreholes, pipelines, electrical infrastructure, works to public 
infrastructure, communications equipment and monitoring equipment, to the satisfaction of the 
Planning Secretary. This plan must:  

(a) be submitted to the Planning Secretary for approval by 30 April 2017, unless the Planning 
Secretary agrees otherwise; and  

(b) include the following:  

�x a community consultation strategy;  

�x a protocol for landholder agreements;  

�x commensurate assessment of noise, air quality, traffic, biodiversity, heritage, public safety and 
other impacts in accordance with approved methods;  

compliant Appin Mine Gas Drainage Management Plan, Version 7 dated November 2024, 
approved by DPHI on 14/02/2025 

The SAMP (v2, dated November 2024) has been prepared in accordance 
with Schedule 4, Condition 22. 

The SAMP was revised twice during the audit period; once in January 2023 
following the approval of MOD 3 and another in November 2024 to reflect 
the transition to GM3 and a general update. The plan has been prepared 
and implemented in accordance with Schedule 4 Condition 22 and 22A.  

Conduct of the audit (i.e. documentary review, site inspection and 
interviews) did not identify any significant issues with regards to the 
management plan, with no non-compliances or reported incidents. 

No revision to the SAMP has been deemed necessary. 
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�x measures to avoid and/or minimise impacts;  

�x measures to achieve performance with applicable standards and goals;  

�x mitigation measures and/or compensation for significant noise, air quality and visual impacts at 
privately-owned residences; and  

�x measures for the rehabilitation of disturbance 

22A The Proponent must implement the Surface Activities Management Plan approved by the Planning 
Secretary. 

Not triggered �x Appin Mine Surface Activities Management Plan, Version 2 dated November 
2024, approved by DPHI on 07/02/2025 

�x Annual Reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25, with attached Appin Mine Project 
Approval Condition Compliance Report. 

No surface activities relevant to the Appin Mine Surface Activities 
Management Plan were undertaken over the audit period. No non-
compliances were identified. 

Upper Canal 

23 The Proponent shall not cause any damage to the Upper Canal during the construction and 
operation of the Appin East Mine Gas Safety Management Project. 

compliant �x Annual Reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25 

�x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x site inspection completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

The FY23, FY24 and FY25 Annual Reviews state that no impacts to the 
Upper Canal have been identified to date and that this project has been 
completed. No damage of the Upper Canal was observed during the site 
inspection.  

23A Prior to construction of the Appin East Mine Gas Safety Management Project, the Proponent shall: 
(a) undertake a dilapidation survey of the Upper Canal, in consultation with WaterNSW and Heritage 
NSW;  

(b) prepare final detailed design plans in consultation with WaterNSW; and  

(c) undertake vibration monitoring for all earthworks undertaken within 25 metres of the Upper Canal, 
to the satisfaction of the Planning Secretary. 

compliant �x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x site inspection completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x previous audit reports (2019 and 2022) 

Construction of the gas project at the Upper Canal was completed 
September 2017. This condition was assessed as compliant in previous 
audits and listed evidence of items a, b and c required under Condition 23A. 

23B Following the completion of construction of the Appin East Mine Gas Safety Management Project, 
the Proponent shall:  

(a) undertake a dilapidation survey of the Upper Canal in consultation with WaterNSW and Heritage 
NSW; and  

(b) repair, or pay the full costs associated with repairing, any damage to the Upper Canal caused by 
the project in consultation with WaterNSW and Heritage NSW,  

to the satisfaction of the Planning Secretary. 

compliant �x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x site inspection completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x previous audit reports (2019 and 2022) 

Construction of the gas project at the Upper Canal was completed 
September 2017. This condition was assessed as compliant in previous 
audits and listed evidence of items a and b required under Condition 23B. 

Heritage 

Heritage Management Plan 

24 The Proponent shall prepare and implement a Heritage Management Plan for the project to the 
satisfaction of the Planning Secretary. This plan must:  

(a) be prepared in consultation with Heritage NSW, the Aboriginal community, Council, any local 
historical organisations and relevant landowners;  

(b) be submitted to the Planning Secretary for approval by 31 January 2017;  

(c) include the following program/procedures for managing Aboriginal heritage management within 
the project area:  

�x recording, salvaging, excavating and/or managing the Aboriginal sites and potential 
archaeological deposits within the site;  

�x conserving, managing, and monitoring the Aboriginal sites outside the site;  

�x managing the discovery of any new Aboriginal objects or skeletal remains during the project;  

�x maintaining and managing access to archaeological sites by the Aboriginal community; and 

�x ongoing consultation and involvement of the Aboriginal communities in the conservation and 
management of Aboriginal cultural heritage within the project area.  

(d) include the following program/procedures for managing other heritage on site:  

�x preparing conservation management plans and/or photographic and archival recording of 
potentially affected heritage items;  

�x making the conservation management plans and photographic and archival recording publicly 
available for buildings or structures of State or National heritage significance once they are 
completed;  

�x protection and monitoring of heritage items outside the site;  

�x baseline dilapidation surveys of all heritage items potentially affected by subsidence and/or 
blasting;  

�x monitoring, notifying and managing the effects of subsidence and/or blasting on potentially 
affected heritage items (including the Mountbatten Group); and  

�x additional archaeological excavation and/or recording of any significant heritage items requiring 
demolition. 

compliant �x Appin Mine Heritage Management Plan, Version 2 dated May 2025, 
approved by DPHI on 28/05/2025 

�x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

 

The HMP (Version 2, dated May 2025) has been prepared in accordance 
with Schedule 4, Condition 24, covering both Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal 
Heritage. There is a variety of relevant sub-plans which further impose 
management requirements for heritage, with heritage also covered in the 
relevant Extraction Plan, Coal Wash Emplacement Area Management Plan, 
Gas Drainage Management Plan and Surface Activities Management Plan. 

The HMP has been revised once during the audit period to include the 
AMVA Project, updated Conservation Management Plan (CMP) for the 
Mountbatten Group, updated consultation and responses and provide a 
general update. 

There were no compliance issues identified during the audit (i.e. 
documentary review, site inspection and interviews); however, OFI06 has 
been identified for the inclusion of updated non-Aboriginal heritage figure, 
such an inclusion would not require department approval. 

OFI06: Update the HMP to include a figure which shows non-Aboriginal 
heritage items. 
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24A The Proponent must implement the Heritage Management Plan approved by the Planning Secretary.  

Note: This plan must be suitably integrated with Heritage Management Plans that form part of 
Extraction Plans, and the West Cliff Coal Wash Emplacement Area Management Plan. 

compliant �x Appin Mine Heritage Management Plan, Version 2 dated May 2025, 
approved by DPHI on 28/05/2025 

�x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x site inspection completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

 

Heritage at BSO is managed through the overarching Appin Mine HMP and 
encompasses both Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal heritage. 

There were no non-compliances or incidents in relation to Aboriginal 
heritage during the audit period.  

During the site inspection, it was observed that the required measures were 
being implemented in accordance with the HMP, with the Aboriginal 
heritage site for reburied artefacts at the AMVA Project (AHIMS ID# 52-2-
4769) sighted to be appropriately demarcated and fenced. 

No non-compliances have been identified during the audit period. 

Transport 

Monitoring of Coal Transport 

25 The Proponent shall:  

(a) keep accurate records of the amount of coal transported from the site (on a daily basis); and  

(b) make these records publicly available on its website at the end of each financial year. 

compliant Daily coal transport tonnages for FY23, FY24 and FY25  Daily tonnages are listed on the Project website, therefore BSO is compliant 
with this condition. 

Traffic Management Plan 

26 The Proponent shall update the approved Traffic Management Plan for the project to the satisfaction 
of the Planning Secretary. This plan must be:  

(a) prepared in consultation with the TfNSW, WCC, WSC and the CCC;  

(b) submitted to the Planning Secretary for approval by 31 January 2017;  

(c) propose an appropriate program and schedule of works for any intersection upgrades to be 
undertaken or contributed to by the Proponent over the life of the project, including an upgrade of the 
intersection of West Cliff Mine Access Road and Appin Road that is generally in accordance with the 
requirements of the TfNSW and that is to be completed before the Level of Service at this 
intersection drops below LOS C;  

(d) include strategies to manage construction traffic, including road closure protocols, community 
consultation and measures to avoid potential road safety conflicts with other road users. 

compliant Appin Mine Traffic Management Plan, Version 2 dated May 2025, approved by 
DPHI on 05/06/2025 

The TMP (v2, dated May 2025) has been prepared and implemented in 
accordance with Schedule 4, Condition 26 of MP08_0150. 

The TMP has been revised twice during the audit period, as follows: 

�x v1 (dated March 2023): Updated following the approval of Modification 
3, and providing feedback on comments from the former Department of 
Planning and Environment (DPE) (now the DPHI). 

�x v2 (dated May 2025): Updated with administrative changes and to 
reflect organisational changes from South32 to GM3, as well as 
background information for Modification 5, and updates to AMVA 
Project text. 

There were no issues identified during the audit (i.e. documentary review, 
site inspection and interviews) necessitating revision to the TMP, which was 
confirmed to be available on the Project website.  

26A The Proponent shall ensure that safe access to Ventilation Shaft No.6 is provided from public roads. compliant Appin Mine Traffic Management Plan, Version 2 dated May 2025, approved by 
DPHI on 05/06/2025 

As per the Appin Mine Traffic Management Plan, intersection upgrades to 
ensure safe access to Ventilation Shaft No. 6 have been completed. The 
intersection was constructed to be fully compliant with the RMS guidelines 
for sightlines and for safe speed up and slow down distances.  

The site inspection found the road to be well-maintained and suitable to 
provide safe access to Ventilation Shaft 6. 

No non-compliances were identified. 

26B If it is determined that the corridor of the proposed Outer Sydney Orbital Stage 1 would intersect with 
the Appin Ventilation and Access Site, the Proponent must develop a specific Infrastructure 
Management Plan in consultation with, and to the satisfaction of, TfNSW. The plan must include:  

(a) detailed design and engineering parameters required for co-existence;  

(b) measures to ensure the ongoing safety and serviceability of the site and Outer Sydney Orbital 
Stage 1 during construction and operation;  

(c) any upgrades or augmentations required to the site associated with the construction and 
operation of the Outer Sydney Orbital Stage 1;  

(d) assessment of risks generated by co-location of surface infrastructure; and  

(e) costings of proposed measures and cost sharing arrangements. 

not triggered Site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

 

This management plan has not yet been developed. 

Site interviews confirmed that the Outer Sydney Orbital route has not been 
finalised .ICHPL continues to liaise with TfNSW, as required. 

This condition remains not triggered. 

26C The Proponent must implement the Traffic Management Plan approved by the Planning Secretary. compliant �x Appin Mine Traffic Management Plan, Version 2 dated May 2025, approved 
by DPHI on 05/06/2025 

�x Annual Reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25 

�x Daily coal transport tonnages for FY23, FY24 and FY25 (to date) 

�x �'�U�L�Y�H�U�V�¶ Code of Conduct 

�x Community Complaints Report  

Implementation of the TMP was observed during the site audit, including the 
use of specialised hauling trucks being sprayed down and having loads 
covered to prevent the tracking of dust off-site. 

There were a number of complaints made during the audit period with 
respect to traffic, driver conduct, and road safety; however, the audit 
determined these were investigated and responded to accordingly, with no 
non-compliances or issues identified for the audit period. 

Visual  

Visual Amenity and Lighting 

27 The Proponent shall: 

a) minimise the visual impacts, and particularly the off-site lighting impacts, of the main infrastructure 
area and associated ancillary surface works; 

b) take all practicable measures to further mitigate off-site lighting impacts from the project; and 

compliant �x Community Complaints Report 

�x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x site inspection completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

The Appin West Pit Top and Appin East are not directly visible from nearby 
receivers. Lighting elements have been identified as partially visible from 
some residences; however, no issues from the community have been raised 
for either site. 
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c) ensure that all external lighting associated with the project complies with Australian Standard 
AS4282 (INT) 1995 - Control of Obtrusive Effects of Outdoor Lighting, to the satisfaction of the 
Planning Secretary. 

The remote location of Appin North has meant no lighting issues have been 
identified nor any issues raised by the community.  

Conduct of the audit determined Ventilation Shaft 6 is screened with 
vegetation and an earthen noise bund (also revegetated) to reduce visual 
disturbance. 

As a result of the change to the road alignment at the AMVA Project, there 
was a requirement to remove some of the native screening planted in 2021 
to facilitate works. Additional tree screening plantings of approximately 
1,800 tubestock was subsequently completed in May 2024, to both replace 
trees that had been removed and improve visual amenity. An additional 375 
tubestock were planted in October 2024 as a maintenance planting (i.e. 
where replacements were identified to be required. A further replacement 
planting campaign is planned for FY26.  

There is an agreement in place with a nearby resident  and ICHPL acquired 
a nearby property most susceptible to visual and lighting impacts, both of 
these measures were undertaken outside of the audit period.  

The AMVA Project uses elevated lighting at night for safety purposes, which 
has been oriented to minimise light spillage as much as possible without 
compromising safety or operations and reduce annoyance to neighbouring 
residents. 

Visual Screening of Appin Mine Ventilation and Access Site 

27A The Proponent must:  

a) ensure that the visual appearance of all new buildings, structures, facilities or works (including 
paint colours and specifications) at the Appin Mine Ventilation and Access Site are aimed at blending 
as far as possible with the surrounding landscape; and  

b) implement site-specific landscaping strategies at the Appin Mine Ventilation and Access Site and 
at the privately owned residences at 310 Menangle Road and 30 Finns Road, Menangle to minimise 
the visual impacts of the Appin Mine Ventilation and Access Site, including;  

i. notification and consultation with affected residents and WSC;  

ii. carrying out screen tree planting at the residences prior to the commencement of construction of 
the Appin Mine Ventilation and Access Site;  

iii. maintenance and/or replacement of the planted trees established over the life of the Appin 
Ventilation and Access Site to maintain an effective visual screen to the satisfaction of the Planning 
Secretary. 

 

Note: b(ii) and b(iii) do not apply if the Proponent has a written agreement with the landowners at 
310 Menangle Road and 30 Finns Road, Menangle in relation to visual impact mitigation, and the 
Proponent has advised the Department in writing of the terms of this agreement. 

compliant �x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x site inspection completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x email correspondence between ICHPL employees sighting evidence of 
vegetation screening (dated 3 September 2025) 

�x Drive through visualisation (including tree screening) developed and on 
public website at: https://community.gm3.au/appin-mine-ventilation-and-
access and direct link to video at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5alAa0fgBLI  

�x Menangle Advisory Panel ppt presentation (dated 5 June 2025) 

�x Appin CCC Meeting presentations: 

�‚ ppt slide pack dated 16 October 2024, slide 19. 

�‚ ppt slide pack dated 8 August 2024, slide 17 

�‚ ppt slide pack dated 13 June 2024, slide 18 

Construction commenced in July 2022 and tree seedlings and saplings were 
planted for screening purposes and were observed by the auditor. However, 
many trees have been removed since planting due to a late change in the 
road design, resulting in a widening of the road. A tree screen is planned to 
be re-planted once road works have been completed. 

A written agreement with residents for noise and visual amenity is in place. 

A property at 30 Finns Road was purchased by ICHPL prior to the audit 
period and site interviews confirmed the property is currently leased out with 
no issues raised by tenants over the audit period. 

No non-compliances were identified. 

 

Waste 

28 The Proponent shall:  

(a) minimise the waste (including coal reject) generated by the project; and  

(b) ensure that the waste generated by the project is appropriately stored, handled and disposed of; 
and  

(c) manage on-site sewage treatment and disposal in accordance with the requirements of EPA and 
WSC; to the satisfaction of the Planning Secretary. 

compliant �x Annual Reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25, including reporting of incidents, 
non-compliances and exceedances 

�x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x site inspection completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x Monthly waste figures (excel spreadsheet) for FY23, FY24 and FY25 (to 
date) 

�x Appin Water Treatment Plan Maintenance Audit for Appin North and Appin 
West in 2023, 2024 and 2025, including: 

�‚ instrument calibrations 

�‚ flow verification  

�‚ operators log 

�‚ maintenance Work Orders 

�‚ water analysis  

�‚ compressor maintenance 

�x Sample monthly Appin North WTP tracker for July 2025, June 2025 and 
November 2023, covering: 

�‚ production  

�‚ daily log 

�‚ operational tasks 

�‚ chemical stock 

�‚ chemical POs 

Coal wash is reused beneficially for road and residential fill to minimise the 
amount emplaced. 

There are two sewage treatment plants on site, including one at Appin North 
and Appin West. Both plants were audited in 2023, 2024 and 2025 and 
indicated that the plants were calibrated and maintained over the audit 
period. 

Segregated waste bins are provided and were sighted as being largely 
appropriately utilised. Waste and metal segregation areas for recycling and 
use by the contractor were also sighted and areas were found to be kept clean. 

The waste tracker provided covers the audit period and breaks waste 
streams down as per the waste management plan, with waste minimisation 
achieved through resource recovery, rescue and recycling processes in 
place for solid and liquid waste. 

No non-compliances were identified. 

https://community.gm3.au/appin-mine-ventilation-and-access
https://community.gm3.au/appin-mine-ventilation-and-access
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5alAa0fgBLI
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�‚ monthly report 

29 The Proponent shall prepare and implement a Waste Management Plan for the project to the 
satisfaction of the Planning Secretary. This plan must be submitted to the Planning Secretary by 30 
September 2012. 

compliant Appin Mine Waste Management Plan, Version 2 dated November 2022, 
approved by former DPE on 24/11/2022 

NSW Major Projects email correspondence dated 7 October 2025 confirming 
lodgement of revised Waste MP. 

The Waste MP (v2, dated November 2022) has been prepared and 
implemented in accordance with Schedule 4, Condition 29 of MP08_0150. 
The Waste MP was revised and last approved following approval of 
Modification 3. The Waste MP has since been revised and lodged to the 
Department on 7 October 2025, pending approval at the time of writing.  

Conduct of the audit (i.e. documentary review, site inspection and 
interviews) did not identify any significant issues with regards to the Waste 
MP, which was confirmed to be available on the Project website.  

Waste management on site was observed to be adequate during the site 
inspection, with the various sites inspected found to be clean and well-
maintained with designated waste-sorting areas. Inspection of the 
workshops found that there was adequate provision of assorted waste bins 
generally used accordingly.  

There were minor spots of rubbish-dumping and misplaced waste items 
noted around the site, however, ICHPL has appropriate signage, 
educational resources, and practices implemented. Therefore, no OFI or CA 
has been identified. 

Over the audit period, BSO has shown an improvement in waste 
management practices, with: 

�x A decrease in the amount of waste going to landfill, dropping from 
approximately 1,500 tonnes in FY23 to below 1,000 tonnes in FY25. 

�x An increase in diversion rates, with rates going from approximately just 
over 2,500 tonnes in FY23 to 2,000 tonnes in FY24 before increasing to 
more than 2,500 tonnes in FY25. This reflects an improvement in 
general housekeeping across laydown areas, including recycling of old 
steel structures and components, offering a good example of adaptive 
management. 

Waste is reported on in the Annual Reviews for the Project. 

Bushfire Management  

30 The Proponent shall:  

(a) ensure that the project is suitably equipped to respond to any fires on site; and  

(b) assist the Rural Fire Service and emergency services as much as possible if there is a fire in the 
surrounding area. 

compliant �x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x site inspection completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x Annual Reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25 

 

Bushfire and general fire management is not covered by a specific 
management plan, but is addressed in the relevant management plans, as 
well as reported in Annual Reviews. Bushfire measures in place include: 

�x the formation and maintenance of fire breaks and Asset Protection 
Zones (APZs) 

�x establishment of a firefighting water pipeline around most sites, with 
booster pump facilities, and provision of water available during a fire 

�x various ICHPL personnel trained in emergency response and firefighting 

�x supply of fire-fighting equipment at surface facilities 

Fire-fighting equipment was observed during the site inspection, and found 
to be well maintained and stocked in suitably accessible locations. 

Conduct of the site audit and interviews confirmed there was an internal fire 
within the compressor at Ventilation Shaft 6 on 7 October 2024. 
Investigations remain underway regarding the exact cause of the fire. The 
fire was extinguished quickly by emergency services and was contained to 
ICHPL assets, with no impact to the surrounding area, underground 
operations, or personnel. 

With no bushfire incidents occurring during the audit period, and sighting of 
the above fire-fighting measures during the site inspection, ICHPL is 
considered compliant with Schedule 4, Condition 30 of MP08_0150. 

Rehabilitation 

Rehabilitation Objectives 

31 The Proponent shall rehabilitate the site in accordance with the conditions imposed on the mining 
lease(s) associated with the project under the Mining Act 1992. This rehabilitation must be generally 
consistent with the proposed rehabilitation strategy described in the EA and the PPR, and comply 
with the objectives in Table 10. 

compliant �x Annual Reviews for FY23, 24 and FY25, including Coal Wash Emplacement 
Area Annual Rehabilitation Monitoring Reports 

�x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x site inspection completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x Appin Colliery Annual Rehabilitation reports for FY23, FY24 and FY25 
submitted to the NSW RR 

�x Appin Colliery Forward Program for FY24 and FY25 

Site inspection confirmed the results reported in the Annual Reviews. 
Rehabilitation areas appeared to be in good order. 

No non-compliances were identified. 
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�x Email correspondence from NSW Resources Regulator confirming the 
approval of the Rehabilitation Objectives Statement (ROBJ0001518) (dated 
19 June 2025) 

�x ROBJ0001815, Approved rehabilitation objectives statement, Appin Colliery 
(NSW Resources Regulator) (dated 19 June 2025) 

Progressive Rehabilitation 

32 The Proponent shall carry out the rehabilitation of the site progressively, that is, as soon as 
reasonably practicable following disturbance. 

compliant �x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x site inspection completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

 

Progressive rehabilitation was observed on the coal wash emplacement 
areas at West Cliff, including rehabilitation of various ages as well as recent 
placements of soil on top of coal wash material ready to be seeded. No non- 
compliances were identified. 

Rehabilitation Management Plan 

33 The Proponent shall prepare and implement a Rehabilitation Management Plan for the project in 
accordance with the conditions imposed on the mining lease(s) associated with the project under the 
Mining Act 1992, with specific reference to all surface facilities sites. This plan must be prepared in 
consultation with BCS, NSW DCCEEW �± Water Group, WCC, WSC and the CCC; Note: The 
Rehabilitation Management Plan should address all land impacted by the project, whether prior to or 
following the date of this approval. 

compliant �x Appin Mine Rehabilitation Management Plan: 

�‚ Rehabilitation Objectives Statement ROBJ0001518 Appin Colliery 

�‚ Final Landform and Rehabilitation Plans 

�‚ Completion Criteria 

�x Appin Mine Coal Wash Emplacement Area Management Plan 

�x Georges River Rehabilitation Plan Appin Colliery, Version 1 dated 
7/08/2023, approved by the NSW Resources Regulator (RR) on 24/04/2020 
and former NSW Department of Planning and Environment (DPE) on 
25/06/2020, the plan now forms a part of the Rehabilitation Management 
Plan 

 

The Rehabilitation Management Plan was prepared in consultation with the 
required agencies in this Condition. It addresses post mining land use and 
rehabilitation planning and management to achieve these post mining land 
uses. It also addresses legacy sites, 

The approved Appin Mine Coal Wash Emplacement Area Management 
Plan also covers rehabilitation within the Coal Wash Emplacement Area. 

No non-compliances were identified 

BIODIVERSITY 

Appin East Mine Gas Safety Management Project 

34 By 31 January 2017, the Proponent shall enter into a suitable arrangement to offset the clearing of 
Cumberland Plain Woodland to develop the Appin East Mine Gas Drainage Project, to the 
satisfaction of the Planning Secretary. 

compliant �x Appin Mine Biodiversity Management Plan, Version 3, dated 02/05/2025, 
approved by DPHI on 23/05/2025 and DCCEEW on 21/05/2025 

�x Biodiversity Offset Strategy Illawarra Metallurgical Coal, Version 3.2 dated 
24/10/2023 

Offset has been previously arranged and met as per Section 8.3 of the 

BMP. No non-compliances were identified. 

Ventilation Shaft No.6 
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35 The Proponent shall prepare and implement a biodiversity offset strategy to compensate for the 
impact of Ventilation Shaft No. 6 on Cumberland Plain Woodland. The offset strategy must:  

(a) be prepared in consultation with BCS and to the satisfaction of the Planning Secretary.  

(b) incorporate at least 8.7 hectares of existing Cumberland Plain Woodland vegetation; and  

(c) make suitable arrangements to protect and manage this offset area in perpetuity.  

Note: The 8.7 hectare size for the Biodiversity Offset Area identified above is based on Cumberland 
Plain Woodland vegetation on shale (HN529) in good condition. An equivalent minimum offset for 
Cumberland Plain Woodland on flats vegetation (HN528) in good condition is 9.4 hectares. 

compliant �x Biodiversity Offset Strategy Illawarra Metallurgical Coal, Version 3.2 dated 
24/10/2023, approved by  

�x Ventilation Shaft 6 Biodiversity Offset Strategy, Version 2.1 dated February 
2025, version 2 was approved by former NSW DPIE on 20/11/2020 

The audit confirmed the Ventilation Shaft 6 BOS (v2.1, dated February 
2025) has been prepared and implemented in accordance with the 
requirements of Schedule 4, Condition 35 of MP08_0150. The Ventilation 
Shaft 6 BOS was revised during the audit period with administrative 
changes, and to reflect organisational changes from South32 to GM3. 

There were no issues during the audit (i.e. documentary review, site 
inspection and interviews) necessitating revision to the Ventilation Shaft 6 
BOS (v2.1, dated February 2025), which was confirmed to be available on 
the Project website. 

Appin Mine Ventilation and Access Site 

35A Within 6 months of the commencement of construction of the Appin Mine Ventilation and Access 
Site, unless otherwise agreed by the Planning Secretary, the Proponent must retire two (2) 
ecosystem credits for the clearing of Plant Community Type (PCT) 849 Grey Box - Forest Red Gum 
grassy woodland on flats of the Cumberland Plain, Sydney Basin Bioregion associated with the 
construction of the Appin Mine Ventilation 24 and Access Site. The credits must be retired in 
accordance with the Biodiversity Offsets Scheme of the BC Act. 

not triggered �x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x site inspection completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x 2022 IEA 

 

The retirement of biodiversity credits associated with this plan was 

addressed as part of the IEA 2022. 

Biodiversity Management Plan 

36 The Proponent shall prepare and implement a Biodiversity Management Plan for the Appin East 
Mine Gas Safety Management Project, Ventilation Shaft No. 6 and Appin Mine Ventilation and 
Access Site, to the satisfaction of the Planning Secretary. The plan must:  

(a) be prepared in consultation with BCS, and submitted to the Planning Secretary for approval by 31 
January 2017;  

(b) describe how the implementation of offsets would be integrated with the overall rehabilitation of 
the site;  

(c) include:  

(i) a description of the short, medium and long term measures that would be implemented to:  

�x implement the offset strategy; and  

�x manage the remnant vegetation and habitat on the site and in the offset areas;  

(ii) detailed performance and completion criteria for the implementation of the offset strategy;  

(iii) details of vegetation clearing protocols, including procedures to:  

�x minimise the amount of the clearing required;  

�x compensate the loss of hollow-bearing trees for the Appin East Mine Gas Safety Management 
Project; and  

�x translocate the Cumberland Plain Snail (Meridolum corneovirens) affected by the clearing of 
Cumberland Plain Woodland for the Applin East Mine Gas Safety Management Project; 

(iv) details of location and timing of tree screenings to minimise visual impacts of the project;  

(v) a description of the measures that would be implemented in ongoing 5 year periods, including the 
procedures to be implemented to:  

�x implement revegetation and regeneration within disturbed areas;  

�x minimise the clearing of native vegetation;  

�x control weeds and feral pests;  

�x manage grazing and agriculture on site; and  

�x control unauthorised access;  

(vi) a program to monitor the effectiveness of these measures, and progress against the 
performance and completion criteria;  

(vii) a description of the potential risks to successful revegetation, and a description of the 
contingency measures that would be implemented to mitigate these risks; and  

(viii) details of who would be responsible for monitoring, reviewing, and implementing the plan. 

compliant �x Appin Mine Biodiversity Management Plan, Version 3, dated 02/05/2025, 
approved by DPHI on 23/05/2025 and DCCEEW on 21/05/2025 

�x Ventilation Shaft 6 Biodiversity Offset Strategy, Version 2.1 dated February 
2025, version 2 was approved by former NSW DPIE on 20/11/2020 

The audit confirmed the BMP (v3, dated May 2025) has been prepared and 
implemented in accordance with the requirements of Schedule 4, Condition 
36 of MP08_0150, and Conditions 2 (requirement for a BOS) and 3 
(requirement for a Vegetation Management Plan) of EPBC 2010/5350. The 
BMP was revised during the audit period with administrative changes to 
reflect organisational changes from South32 to GM3, and with general 
updates (i.e. removal of section 11 �± Other Projects, due to no longer being 
relevant). This revision included consultation with relevant agencies. 

There were no issues during the audit (i.e. documentary review, site 
inspection and interviews) necessitating revision to the BMP (v3, dated May 
2025), which was confirmed to be available on the Project website. 

36A The Proponent must implement the Biodiversity Management Plan approved by the Planning 
Secretary. 

compliant �x Annual Reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25, including monitoring reports 

�x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x site inspection completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

 

Review of Annual Reviews and EoP reports indicates no non-compliances 
with biodiversity related conditions / requirements occurred during the audit 
period, for both terrestrial and aquatic biodiversity. 

The audit confirmed the BMP was implemented during the audit period, with 
documentary review determining a process exists and was implemented for 
pre-clearing surveys, including a permit to disturb and two-stage clearing 
with involvement of a qualified ecologist. 

Biodiversity offset sites for the BSO include: 

�x Shale Sandstone Transition Forest Offset Biobank Site (BA 215) 

�x Nepean River Biodiversity Stewardship Site (BA 382) 

�x Cataract River Biobank Site (BA 345) 
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�x Ventilation Shaft 6 Offset (MZ5). 

Annual reports for the audit period document the ongoing monitoring and 
maintenance within these offset sites, with no substantial management 
issues identified during the audit period. Fencing issues were noted within 
parts of the Ventilation Shaft 6 Offset (MZ5) and Cataract River Biobank 
Site (BA 345), which are the subject of ongoing surveillance. 

The outcomes of monitoring of the Ventilation Shaft 6 Offset (MZ5) is 
documented in Annual Reviews, with the latest monitoring report by 
Landcare making a number of recommendations in relation to management 
of the site. 

SCHEDULE 4A CONSTRUCTION SPECIFIC ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS �± APPIN MINE VENTILATION AND ACCESS SITE 

CONSTRUCTION NOISE 

1 The Proponent must ensure that the noise generated by the pre-construction and surface 
construction activities identified in Condition 7B of Schedule 2 relating to the Appin Mine Ventilation 
and Access Site is managed in accordance with the requirements of the Interim Construction Noise 
Guideline (DECC, 2009), as may be updated from time to time. 

Compliant  �x Appin Mine Ventilation and Access Project Construction Environmental 
Management Plan (CEMP), Version 3 dated 25/03/2025, approved by DPHI 
on 07/04/2025  

�x Appin Mine Noise Management Plan, Version 3 dated December 2024, 
approved by DPHI on 15/02/2025  

�x Construction Noise Compliance Monitoring for the Appin Mine Ventilation 
and Access Project from August 2023 to May 2025  

Section 6 of the AMVA CEMP describes how BSO will manage noise 
impacts during construction of the AMVA Project, including a statement of 
requirements to manage noise in accordance with the ICNG (Section 6.4).  
Noise Management Levels (NMLs) are provided in Section 6.4.2 and have 
been derived in accordance with the ICNG.   
Construction Noise Compliance Monitoring reports (quarterly between 
August 2023 and May 2025) and Annual Reviews for FY22. FY23, FY24 
and FY25 identified that no exceedances of the NMLs were recorded during 
construction of the AMVA Project. It is noted that construction of the shafts 
commenced for the AMVA Project in FY24  

2 The Proponent must ensure that the noise generated by shaft sinking activities at the Appin Mine 
Ventilation and Access Site does not exceed the noise impact assessment criteria set out in Table 
2B of condition 2C, Schedule 4 at any residence on privately-owned land, or on more than 25 
percent of any privately-owned land. 

Compliant  �x Site interviews completed on 9 October 2025  

�x Appin Mine Vent Shaft Construction �± Main Shaft Sinking Construction 
Noise Compliance report July 2025  

Appin Mine Vent Shaft Construction - Main Sink Shaft Sinking Construction 
Noise Compliance report (July 2025) demonstrates that noise generated by 
shaft sinking activities at the AMVA Project were in compliance with the 
noise impact assessment criteria during the audit period.  

CONSTRUCTION BLASTING 

Blasting Criteria 

3 The Proponent must ensure that the construction blasting at the Appin Mine Ventilation and Access 
Site does not cause exceedances of the criteria in Table 11. 

 
However, these criteria do not apply if the Proponent has a written agreement with the relevant 
owner and the Proponent has advised the Department in writing of the terms of this agreement, or if 
other criteria is agreed by the Planning Secretary. 

Compliant  �x Annual Reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25  
�x Site interviews completed on 9 October 2025  

Annual Reviews for FY24 and FY25 identify that controlled blasting was 
undertaken for No. 8 shaft pre-sink and No. 7 shaft pre-sink during the audit 
period. Air blast overpressure and ground vibration were compliant with the 
construction blasting limits for all blasts.  
No blasts occurred during the FY22 or FY23 periods.  

Blasting Hours 

4 Unless the Planning Secretary agrees otherwise, the Proponent must only carry out blasting on the 
Appin Mine Ventilation and Access Site Monday to Saturday 7 am to 10 pm and Sunday 8 am to 10 
pm. No blasting is allowed on public holidays, or at any other time without the written approval of the 
Planning Secretary unless an additional blast is required following a blast misfire or to ensure the 
safety of the mine or its workers. 

Compliant  �x Annual Reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25  

�x Appin Mine Ventilation and Access Project Construction Environmental 
Management Plan (CEMP), Version 3 dated 25/03/2025, approved by DPHI 
on 07/04/2025  

�x Site interviews completed on 9 October 2025  

�x Waves Consulting (March, 2024), Appin Mine Vent Shaft Construction Pre-
Sink �± Blasting Overpressure & Vibration Review (Rpt No. 
60.00915.01LTR5R2).  

�x Waves Consulting (August, 2024), Appin Mine Vent Shaft Construction Pre-
Sink VS7 �± Blasting Overpressure & Vibration Review (Rpt No. 
60.00915.01LTR7R1).  

�x Waves Consulting (June, 2025), Appin Mine Vent Shaft Construction �± Main 
Sink �± Blasting Overpressure & Vibration Review (Rpt No. 
60.00915.01LTR8R2).  

�x SoundIN Pty Ltd (June, 2025), Appin Mine Ventilation and Access Project, 
R4 & R10 Blast Monitoring �± Main Sink (Rpt No. 17209-E2).  

Reviewed Appin Mine Vent Shaft Construction �± Main Sink Blasting Noise 
Compliance reports and Appin Mine Ventilation and Access Project R4 & 
R10 Monitoring �± Main Sink reports. Confirmed that blasting occurred within 
the approved hours (as per the consolidated Consent).  
It is noted that the permissible blasting hours under the previous consent 
were Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm and Saturday 9am to 1pm. One blast on 
16 November 2023 occurred at 17:39, which was outside the permissible 
blasting hours. Formal written notification was issued to DPHI on 22 
November 2023. Subsequent investigation identified that that blast was a 
misfire and the event should not have been reported as a non-compliance.    
Note that an application to modify blasting hours was submitted to DPHI on 
29 May 2024 and approved on 17 October 2024 to extend blasting hours to 
Monday to Saturday 7am to 10pm and Sunday 8am to 10pm. A further 
application for 24/7 blasting was submitted to DPHI on 23 January 2025 and 
approved on 5 February 2025. Approval letter from DPHI for 24/7 blasting is 
�S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���L�Q���$�S�S�H�Q�G�L�[�×�����R�I���W�K�H���&�(�0�3��  

5 �,�I���W�K�H���3�U�R�S�R�Q�H�Q�W���G�H�F�L�G�H�V���W�R���V�H�H�N���W�K�H���3�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J���6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�\�¶�V���D�S�S�U�R�Y�D�O���W�R���F�D�U�U�\���R�X�W���E�O�D�V�W�L�Q�J���R�X�W�V�L�G�H���R�I��
the hours specified in condition 5 above, then it must demonstrate that the airblast overpressure 

Compliant  �x Site interviews completed on 9 October 2025  In the application for extended blasting hours, BSO provided the results of 
blast monitoring undertaken in December 2024 and January 2025 
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levels from the blasting complies with the night-time LAFmax sleep disturbance maximum noise 
trigger level criteria specified in Table 2B of condition 2C, Schedule 4. 

�x Waves Consulting (March, 2024), Appin Mine Vent Shaft Construction Pre-
Sink �± Blasting Overpressure & Vibration Review (Rpt No. 
60.00915.01LTR5R2).  

�x Waves Consulting (August, 2024), Appin Mine Vent Shaft Construction Pre-
Sink VS7 �± Blasting Overpressure & Vibration Review (Rpt No. 
60.00915.01LTR7R1).  

�x Waves Consulting (June, 2025), Appin Mine Vent Shaft Construction �± Main 
Sink �± Blasting Overpressure & Vibration Review (Rpt No. 
60.00915.01LTR8R2).  

�x SoundIN Pty Ltd (June, 2025), Appin Mine Ventilation and Access Project, 
R4 & R10 Blast Monitoring �± Main Sink (Rpt No. 17209-E2).  

demonstrating that blasting noise complies with the night-time LAFmax 
maximum noise trigger level of 54dB for sleep disturbance, as specified in 
Table 2B of Condition 2C.  
Sighted blast monitoring reports, as noted in the relevant evidence. 
Confirmed that there have been no exceedances of the night-time LAFmax 
maximum noise trigger level.  

Blasting Frequency 

6 The Proponent may carry out a maximum of 2 blasts per 24 hour period at each of the Appin Mine 
Ventilation and Access Site ventilation shafts, unless an additional blast is required following a blast 
misfire.  

This condition does not apply to blasts required to ensure the safety of the mine or its workers.  

Note: For the purposes of this condition, a blast refers to a single blast event, which may involve a 
number of individual blasts fired in quick succession in a ventilation shaft of the site. 

Compliant  �x Site interviews completed on 9 October 2025 

�x Waves Consulting (March, 2024), Appin Mine Vent Shaft Construction Pre-
Sink �± Blasting Overpressure & Vibration Review (Rpt No. 
60.00915.01LTR5R2).  

�x Waves Consulting (August, 2024), Appin Mine Vent Shaft Construction Pre-
Sink VS7 �± Blasting Overpressure & Vibration Review (Rpt No. 
60.00915.01LTR7R1).  

�x Waves Consulting (June, 2025), Appin Mine Vent Shaft Construction �± Main 
Sink �± Blasting Overpressure & Vibration Review (Rpt No. 
60.00915.01LTR8R2).  

�x SoundIN Pty Ltd (June, 2025), Appin Mine Ventilation and Access Project, 
R4 & R10 Blast Monitoring �± Main Sink (Rpt No. 17209-E2).  

Reviewed blast monitoring reports, as noted in the relevant evidence �± 
confirmed that no more than 2 blasts occurred during any 24-hour period.  

Property Inspections 

7 If the Proponent receives a written request from the owner of any privately-owned land within 1 
kilometre of vent shaft no 7 or vent shaft no 8, for a property inspection to establish the baseline 
condition of any buildings and/or structures on his/her land, then within 2 months of receiving this 
request the Proponent must:  

(a) commission a suitably qualified, experienced and independent person, whose appointment Is 
acceptable to both parties, to:  

�x establish the baseline condition of any buildings and/or structures on the land, or update the 
previous property inspection report; and 

�x identify any measures that should be implemented to minimise the potential blasting impacts of 
the project on these buildings and/or structures; and 

(b) give the landowner a copy of the new or updated property inspection report. 

If there is a dispute over the selection of the suitably qualified, experienced and independent person, 
or the Proponent or landowner disagrees with the findings of the independent property investigation, 
then either party may refer the matter to the Planning Secretary for resolution. 

Compliant  �x Site interviews completed on 9 October 2025  

�x INGLIS Engineering (May 2023), Appin Mine Ventilation and Access Project 
(Vent Shafts 7 & 8) Pre-Blasting Baseline Dilapidation Inspection and Report 
(Rpt No. 2023029) for 5 Finns Road, Menangle  

�x INGLIS Engineering (May 2023), Appin Mine Ventilation and Access Project 
(Vent Shafts 7 & 8) Pre-Blasting Baseline Dilapidation Inspection and Report 
(Rpt No. 2023029) for 5 Finns Road, Menangle  

Notified by BSO that all landholders within 1km of the site were contacted, 
with 14 owners electing to have baseline property inspection reports 
completed by an independent engineer.    
Sighted examples of Pre-Blasting Baseline Dilapidation Inspection reports 
by INGLIS Engineering for properties at 5 Finns Road, Menangle and 15 
Finns Road Menangle.  
The reports established the baseline condition of buildings and/or 
structures, including dwellings, swimming pools, sheds and septic tanks, 
and identified measures to minimise the impacts of blasting on structures.  
It is noted that no written requests were received from the owner of any 
privately-owned land within 1km of the site. Proactive offers of pre-blasting 
dilapidation surveys were provided to all residents within 1km of the site.   

Property Investigations 

8 If the owner of any privately-owned land within 1 kilometre of vent shaft no 7 or vent shaft no 8 
claims in writing that buildings or structures on their land have been damaged as a result of blasting 
on the Appin Mine Ventilation and Access Site, and the Planning Secretary is satisfied that an 
investigation is warranted, then within 2 months of receiving this claim in writing from the landowner 
the Proponent must:  

(a) commission a suitably qualified, experienced and independent person, whose appointment is 
acceptable to both parties, to investigate the claim; and  

(b) give the landowner a copy of the property investigation report.  

�,�I���W�K�L�V���L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q���F�R�Q�I�L�U�P�V���W�K�H���O�D�Q�G�R�Z�Q�H�U�¶�V���F�O�D�L�P�����D�Q�G���E�R�W�K���S�D�U�W�L�H�V���D�J�U�H�H���Z�L�W�K��
these findings, then the Proponent must repair the damages to the satisfaction of the Planning 
Secretary. 

If there is a dispute over the selection of the suitably qualified, experienced and independent person, 
or the Proponent or landowner disagrees with the findings of the independent property investigation, 
then either party may refer the matter to the Planning Secretary for resolution. 

Compliant  �x INGLIS Engineering (December, 2024), Appin Mine Ventilation and Access 
Project (Vent Shafts 7 & 8) Inspection Report for 110 Finns Road, Menangle  

�x Email log of correspondence with complainant, internal escalation, 
commissioning of post-blasting inspections, and issue of inspection report.    

�x Site interviews completed on 9 October 2025  

A written request was received from the landholder at 110 Finns Road, 
Menangle on 19 November 2024 regarding potential damage from blasting 
activities (sighted email from complainant).  
INGLIS Engineering was commissioned on 25 November 2024 to inspect 
the property and undertake a post-blasting inspection (sighted email chain). 
A pre-blasting baseline structural inspection was previously completed in 
April 2023.  
The property inspection was completed on 28 November 2024, which 
concluded that very slight to slight increase in cracking/movements since 
the pre-blasting inspection was likely due to footing movement associated 
with clay reactivity, and was not attributable to blasting activities.   
The post-blasting inspection report was completed and provided to BSO on 
10 December 2024 and issued to the landholder on 11 December, 2024, 
within 2 months of receiving the written request.   

Operating Conditions 

9 During blasting operations on the Appin Mine Ventilation and Access Site, the Proponent must:  

(a) engage suitably qualified and experienced person/s to oversee the process of blasting, including 
blast planning, design, supervision and monitoring;  

(b) implement best management practice to:  

Compliant  �x Appin Mine Ventilation and Access Project Construction Environmental 
Management Plan (CEMP), Version 3 dated 25/03/2025, approved by DPHI 
on 07/04/2025  

�x Site interviews completed on 9 October 2025  

Section 9 of the CEMP for the AMVA Project provides the CBMP for the 
Project.  
(a) The CBMP was prepared by a Drilling and Blasting expert at Between 
the Lines Pty Ltd. Orica Mining Services (the Blasting Contractor) is 
engaged to supply explosives, technical support, environmental monitoring 
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�x protect the safety of people (including road users) and livestock in the surrounding area;  

�x protect public or private infrastructure/property in the surrounding area from any damage; and  

�x minimise the dust and fume emissions of any blasting; to the satisfaction of the Planning 
Secretary 

  �V�\�V�W�H�P�V���D�Q�G���E�O�D�V�W�L�Q�J���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���W�R���F�R�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W���5�8�&���&�H�P�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�¶�V�����6�K�D�I�W��
Sinking Contractor) in-house shotfiring team.  

(b) Section 9.5 of the CBMP describes the mitigation measures 
implemented to minimise blast impacts, including adaptive management, 
blast design by a qualified drill and blast engineer, fume management, dust 
management, and flyrock management,   

Public notifications of upcoming blasts are provided by email for all 
residents within 1km, who elect to be notified.  

Site Entrance 

10 Prior to commencement of construction of the Appin Mine Ventilation and Access Site, the 
Proponent must construct the Appin Mine Ventilation and Access Site entrance and its intersection 
with Menangle Road to the satisfaction of WSC and TfNSW. 

compliant site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

 

Construction of the site entrance and its intersection with Menangle Road 
was completed in around April 2023 and prior to the commencement of 
construction on the AMVA Project site. 

Construction of the site (as defined in the modification report and approval) 
began in FY25 with the commencement of main shaft sinking. 

No. 8 shaft commenced main sinking in October 2024 and No. 7 shaft 
commenced in April 2025. These works will be ongoing until the shafts 
reach their target depth of 560 m and 590 m respectively. 

CONSTRUCTION ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT PLAN 

11 Prior to the commencement of construction on the Appin Mine Ventilation and Access Site, the 
Proponent must prepare a Construction Environmental Management Plan for the construction phase 
of the Appin Mine Ventilation and Access Site to the satisfaction of the Planning Secretary. This plan 
must:  

(a) be prepared in consultation with the EPA;  

(b) provide specific environmental management and monitoring measures for construction works, 
including for:  

�x minimising construction-related noise, dust, visual impacts, and surface disturbance;  

�x stormwater management including erosion and sediment controls and clean water diversion;  

�x monitoring and managing groundwater inflows and impacts to groundwater resources as a result 
of shaft construction activities at the Appin Mine Ventilation and Access Site:  

(c) include details of vegetation clearing protocols, including procedures to minimise the amount of 
clearing required on the Appin Mine Ventilation and Access Site;  

(d) include a Construction Blast Management Plan prepared by a suitably qualified and experienced 
person/s in consultation with the EPA that:  

�x describes the measures that would be implemented to ensure compliance with the relevant 
conditions of this approval and that best management practice is being employed;  

�x includes a real-time automated monitoring program prepared in accordance with the guidelines 
provided in Australian Standard 2187.2-2006: Explosives-Storage and use, Part 2: Use of 
explosives to:  

�‚ evaluate the performance of the project and compliance with the applicable criteria;  

�‚ control flyrock; and  

�‚ minimise fume emissions from the site; 

�x includes public notification procedures to enable members of the public, particularly surrounding 
residents, to get up-to-date information on the proposed blast schedule;  

�x includes a protocol for investigating and responding to blast-related complaints; and  

�x includes a protocol for investigating and responding to noise complaints.  

(e) include a Construction Traffic Management Plan prepared in consultation with the TfNSW and 
WSC, that:  

�x includes strategies to manage construction traffic, including road closure protocols, community 
consultation and measures to avoid potential road safety conflicts with other road users;  

�x includes a program for conducting road safety audits, including both pre and post construction, of 
the intersection of the Appin Mine Ventilation and Access Site entrance with Menangle Road;  

�x includes a vehicle movement plan for:  

�‚ managing light, heavy and over-dimensional vehicles during construction works;  

�‚ transporting construction waste materials; and  

�‚ restricting construction or transportation hours to avoid road user conflicts; and 

�x includes a traffic control plan prepared in accordance with Traffic Control at Work Sites (RMS, 
2018);  

(f) include a Construction Noise Management Plan that:  

�x describes the measures that would be implemented to ensure compliance with the noise 
conditions of this approval;  

compliant Appin Mine Ventilation and Access Project Construction Environmental 
Management Plan (CEMP), Version 3 dated 25/03/2025, approved by DPHI on 
07/04/2025 

 

The CEMP (v3, dated 25 March 2025) has been prepared in accordance 
with Schedule 4A Condition 11. The CEMP has been revised three times 
during the audit period: 

�x v1 (dated 16 January 2022) was for the incorporation and response to 
DPHI feedback 

�x v2 (dated 15 October 2024) was to account for the increased blasting 
hours and frequency approved by MOD 6. 

�x v3 (dated 25 March 2025) was revised for the further approval obtained 
regarding 24/7 blasting hours and the addition a layout plan in Appendix 
3. 

Conduct of the audit (i.e. documentary review, site inspection and 
interviews) did not identify any significant issues with regards to the 
management plan, with no non-compliances or reported incidents. 
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�x includes a noise monitoring program that:  

�‚ uses a combination of real-time and supplementary attended monitoring to evaluate noise 
generated by the project during construction; and  

�‚ includes a protocol for determining exceedances of the relevant conditions of this approval.  

(g) include a Construction Air Quality Management Plan that:  

�x �‡���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�V���W�K�H���S�U�R�D�F�W�L�Y�H���D�Q�G���U�H�D�F�W�L�Y�H���D�L�U���T�X�D�O�L�W�\���P�L�W�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q���P�H�D�V�X�U�H�V���W�K�D�W���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�H�G��
to ensure compliance with Condition 9A of Schedule 4 of this approval;  

�x �‡���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���D�Q���D�L�U���T�X�D�O�L�W�\���P�R�Q�L�W�R�U�L�Q�J���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���W�K�D�W���� 

�‚ includes real time monitoring to evaluate air quality impacts during construction; and  

�‚ includes a protocol for determining exceedances of the relevant conditions of this approval. 

SCHEDULE 5 ADDITIONAL PROCEDURES 

Notification of Landholders 

1 As soon as practicable and no longer than 7 days after obtaining monitoring results showing:  

(a) an exceedance of any relevant criteria in schedule 4, the Proponent shall notify affected 
landowners in writing of the exceedance, and provide regular monitoring results to each affected 
landowner until the project is again complying with the relevant criteria; and  

(b) an exceedance of any relevant air quality criteria in schedule 4, the Proponent shall send a copy 
�R�I���W�K�H���1�6�:���+�H�D�O�W�K���I�D�F�W���V�K�H�H�W���H�Q�W�L�W�O�H�G���³�0�L�Q�H���'�X�V�W���D�Q�G���<�R�X�´�����D�V���P�D�\���E�H���X�S�G�D�W�H�G���I�U�R�P���W�L�P�H���W�R���W�L�P�H�����W�R��
the affected landowners and/or existing tenants of the land (including the tenants of any mine-owned 
land). 

Not triggered  �x Annual Reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25  

�x Site interviews completed on 9, 14 and 15 October 2025  

Monitoring data and reports identified that there were no exceedances of 
the relevant criteria in schedule 4 that affected adjacent landholders. 

Independent Review 

2 If an owner of privately-owned land considers the project to be exceeding the relevant criteria in 
Schedule 4, then he/she may ask the Planning Secretary in writing for an independent review of the 
impacts of the project on his/her land. If the Planning Secretary is satisfied that an independent 
�U�H�Y�L�H�Z���L�V���Z�D�U�U�D�Q�W�H�G�����W�K�H�Q���Z�L�W�K�L�Q�������P�R�Q�W�K�V���R�I���W�K�H���3�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J���6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�\�¶�V���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q���W�K�H���3�U�R�S�R�Q�H�Q�W���V�K�D�O�O���� 

(a) commission a suitably qualified, experienced and independent person, whose appointment has 
been approved by the Planning Secretary, to:  

�x consult with the landowner to determine his/her concerns;  

�x conduct monitoring to determine whether the project is complying with the relevant criteria in 
Schedule 4; and  

�x if the project is not complying with these criteria then identify the measures that could be 
implemented to ensure compliance with the relevant criteria; and  

(b) give the Planning Secretary and landowner a copy of the independent review.  

Not triggered  �x Site interviews completed on 9, 14 and 15 October 2025  

�x Annual Reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25  

No written requests were received for an independent review during the 
audit period.  

3 If the independent review determines that the project is complying with the relevant criteria in 
Schedule 4, then the Proponent may discontinue the independent review with the approval of the 
Planning Secretary. If the independent review determines that the project is not complying with the 
relevant impact assessment criteria in Schedule 4, and that the project is primarily responsible for 
this non-compliance, then the Proponent shall:  

(a) implement all reasonable and feasible mitigation measures, in consultation with the landowner 
and appointed independent person, and conduct further monitoring until the project complies with the 
relevant criteria; or  

(b) secure a written agreement with the landowner to allow exceedances of the relevant criteria, to 
the satisfaction of the Planning Secretary. If the independent review determines that any relevant 
acquisition criteria in schedule 4 are being exceeded and that the project is primarily responsible for 
this non-compliance, then upon receiving a written request from the landowner, the Proponent shall 
�D�F�T�X�L�U�H���D�O�O���R�U���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H���O�D�Q�G�R�Z�Q�H�U�¶�V���O�D�Q�G���L�Q���D�F�F�R�U�G�D�Q�F�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���S�U�R�F�H�G�X�U�H�V���L�Q���&�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V����-5 
below. 

Not triggered  �x Site interviews completed on 9, 14 and 15 October 2025  

�x Annual Reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25  

No written requests were received for an independent review during the 
audit period.  

Land Acquisition 

4 Within 3 months of receiving a written request from a landowner with acquisition rights, the 
Proponent shall make a binding written offer to the landowner based on:  

���D�����W�K�H���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���P�D�U�N�H�W���Y�D�O�X�H���R�I���W�K�H���O�D�Q�G�R�Z�Q�H�U�¶�V���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W���L�Q���W�K�H���O�D�Q�G���D�W���W�K�H���G�D�W�H���R�I���W�K�L�V���Z�U�L�W�W�H�Q���U�H�T�X�H�V�W����
as if the land was unaffected by the project, having regard to the:  

�x existing and permissible use of the land, in accordance with the applicable planning instruments 
at the date of the written request; and  

�x presence of improvements on the land and/or any approved building or structure which has been 
�S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O�O�\���F�R�P�P�H�Q�F�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H���O�D�Q�G���D�W���W�K�H���G�D�W�H���R�I���W�K�H���O�D�Q�G�R�Z�Q�H�U�¶�V���Z�U�L�W�W�H�Q���U�H�T�X�H�V�W�����D�Q�G���L�V���G�X�H���W�R��
be completed subsequent to that date, but excluding any improvements that have resulted from 
the implementation of any additional noise mitigation measures under Condition 6 of Schedule 4;  

(b) the reasonable costs associated with:  

not triggered site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

 

Two requests received related to AMVA construction (MOD 3): 

(2) Request due to perceived impact: 

�x ICHPL (then South32) engaged with local residents during the planning 
and approval process for the Appin Mine Ventilation and Access Project 
(MOD 3). One resident (R15) raised concerns regarding potential 
impacts (air quality, noise, traffic, visual amenity, property values). 

�x A formal request for property acquisition was received and declined in 
2023, as assessments confirmed the Project did not trigger VLAMP 
requirements and predicted impacts were within approved criteria. 
Mitigation measures were offered, and a negotiated agreement was 
executed with the resident in November 2023. 
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�x relocating within the Wollondilly local government area, or to any other local government area 
determined by the Planning Secretary; and  

�x obtaining legal advice and expert advice for determining the acquisition price of the land, and the 
terms upon which it is to be acquired; and  

(c) reasonable compensation for any disturbance caused by the land acquisition process. 

 If the Proponent and landowner cannot agree on the acquisition price of the land and/or the terms 
upon which the land is to be acquired within 28 days after the Proponent makes its written offer, then 
either party may refer the matter to the Planning Secretary for resolution. 

Upon receiving such a request, the Planning Secretary will request the President of the NSW 
Division of the Australian Property Institute to appoint a qualified independent valuer to:  

�x consider submissions from both parties;  

�x determine a fair and reasonable acquisition price for the land and/or the terms upon which the 
land is to be acquired, having regard to the matters referred to in paragraphs (a)-(c) above;  

�x prepare a detailed report setting out the reasons for any determination; and  

�x provide a copy of the report to both parties.  

�:�L�W�K�L�Q���������G�D�\�V���R�I���U�H�F�H�L�Y�L�Q�J���W�K�H���L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W���Y�D�O�X�H�U�¶�V���U�H�S�R�U�W�����W�K�H���3�U�R�S�R�Q�H�Q�W���V�K�D�O�O���P�D�N�H���D���E�L�Q�G�L�Q�J��
�Z�U�L�W�W�H�Q���R�I�I�H�U���W�R���W�K�H���O�D�Q�G�R�Z�Q�H�U���W�R���S�X�U�F�K�D�V�H���W�K�H���O�D�Q�G���D�W���D���S�U�L�F�H���Q�R�W���O�H�V�V���W�K�D�Q���W�K�H���L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W���Y�D�O�X�H�U�¶�V��
determination.  

�+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����L�I���H�L�W�K�H�U���S�D�U�W�\���G�L�V�S�X�W�H�V���W�K�H���L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W���Y�D�O�X�H�U�¶�V���G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�����W�K�H�Q���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���������G�D�\�V���R�I��
�U�H�F�H�L�Y�L�Q�J���W�K�H���L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W���Y�D�O�X�H�U�¶�V���U�H�S�R�U�W�����W�K�H�\���P�D�\���U�H�I�H�U���W�K�H���P�D�W�W�H�U���W�R���W�K�H���3�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J���6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�\���I�R�U��
review. Any request for a review must be accompanied by a detailed report setting out the reasons 
�Z�K�\���W�K�H���S�D�U�W�\���G�L�V�S�X�W�H�V���W�K�H���L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W���Y�D�O�X�H�U�¶�V���G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�����)�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���F�R�Q�V�X�O�W�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H��
independent valuer and both parties, the Planning Secretary will determine a fair and reasonable 
acquisition price for the land, having regard to the matters referred to in paragraphs (a)-(c) above, 
�W�K�H���L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W���Y�D�O�X�H�U�¶�V���U�H�S�R�U�W�����W�K�H���G�H�W�D�L�O�H�G���U�H�S�R�U�W���G�L�V�S�X�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W���Y�D�O�X�H�U�¶�V���G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q����
and any other relevant submissions.  

Within 14 days of this determination, the Proponent shall make a binding written offer to the 
�O�D�Q�G�R�Z�Q�H�U���W�R���S�X�U�F�K�D�V�H���W�K�H���O�D�Q�G���D�W���D���S�U�L�F�H���Q�R�W���O�H�V�V���W�K�D�Q���W�K�H���3�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J���6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�\�¶�V���G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���� 

�,�I���W�K�H���O�D�Q�G�R�Z�Q�H�U���U�H�I�X�V�H�V���W�R���D�F�F�H�S�W���W�K�H���3�U�R�S�R�Q�H�Q�W�¶�V���E�L�Q�G�L�Q�J���Z�U�L�W�W�H�Q���R�I�I�H�U���X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�L�V���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K�L�Q������
months of the offer being made, then the Proponent's obligations to acquire the land shall cease, 
unless the Planning Secretary determines otherwise. 

�x The resident subsequently sold the property in November 2023. No 
issues have been raised by the new residents. 

(3) Property listed sale �± request for purchase: 

�x In 2024, a separate landholder within proximity of the Project (MOD 3) 
listed their property for sale on the open market. The landholder 
subsequently approached ICHPL to enquire whether the Company 
would be interested in purchasing the property as they believed the 
inability to sell was related to the proximity of the Project. 

�x As there were no project-related triggers under VLAMP, and no 
exceedances or predicted impacts requiring acquisition, the request was 
not supported. 

5 The Proponent shall pay all reasonable costs associated with the land acquisition process described 
in Condition 4 above, including the costs associated with obtaining Council approval for any plan of 
subdivision (where permissible), and registration of this plan at the Office of the Registrar-General. 

Not triggered site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 Conduct of the audit determined this condition has not been triggered during 
the audit period. 

SCHEDULE 6 ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT, REPORTING AND AUDITING 

Environmental Management 

Environmental Management Strategy 

1 The Proponent shall prepare and implement an Environmental Management Strategy for the project 
to the satisfaction of the Planning Secretary. This strategy must:  

(a) be prepared in consultation with WSC;  

(b) be submitted to the Planning Secretary for approval by 30 September 2012;  

(c) provide the strategic framework for environmental management of the project;  

(d) identify the statutory approvals that apply to the project;  

(e) describe the role, responsibility, authority and accountability of all key personnel involved in the 
environmental management of the project;  

(f) describe the procedures that would be implemented to:  

�x keep the local community and relevant agencies informed about the operation and 
environmental performance of the project, including a specific community and stakeholder 
notification and engagement strategy during the construction and operation of the Appin Mine 
Ventilation and Access Site;  

�x receive, handle, respond to, and record complaints;  

�x resolve any disputes that may arise during the course of the project;  

�x respond to any non-compliance;  

�x respond to emergencies; and  

(g) include:  

�x references to all relevant strategies, plans and programs approved under the conditions of this 
approval; and  

�x a clear plan depicting all the monitoring required to be carried out under the conditions of this 
approval. 

compliant Appin Mine Environmental Management Strategy, Version 2 dated December 
2024, approved by DPHI on 15/01/2025  

The EMS (v2, dated December 2024) has been prepared and implemented 
in accordance with Schedule 6, Condition 1 of MP08_0150. 

The EMS has been revised once during the audit period, primarily to 
account for administrative changes, including an update to the organisation 
referenced (i.e. replacing South32 with GM3 as well as the removal of 
South32 logos and updating links). 

There were no issues identified during the audit (i.e. documentary review, 
site inspection, and interviews) necessitating revision to the EMS (Version 
2, dated December 2024), which was confirmed to be available on the 
Project website. 
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Condition Details Compliance 
status 

Relevant evidence Commentary 

Management Plan Requirements 

2 The Proponent shall ensure that the management plans required under this approval are prepared in 
accordance with any relevant guidelines, and include:  

(a) detailed baseline data;  

(b) a description of:  

�x the relevant statutory requirements (including any relevant approval, licence or lease conditions);  

�x any relevant limits or performance measures/criteria;  

�x the specific performance indicators that are proposed to be used to judge the performance of, or 
guide the implementation of, the project or any management measures;  

(c) a description of the measures that would be implemented to comply with the relevant statutory 
requirements, limits, or performance measures/criteria;  

(d) a program to monitor and report on the:  

�x impacts and environmental performance of the project;  

�x effectiveness of any management measures (see c above); 

(e) a contingency plan to manage any unpredicted impacts and their consequences and to ensure 
that ongoing impacts reduce to levels below relevant impact assessment criteria as quickly as 
possible;  

(f) a program to investigate and implement ways to improve the environmental performance of the 
project over time; (g) a protocol for managing and reporting any:  

�x incidents;  

�x complaints;  

�x non-compliances with statutory requirements; and  

�x exceedances of the impact assessment criteria and/or performance criteria; and  

(h) a protocol for periodic review of the plan.  

Note: The Planning Secretary may waive some of these requirements if they are unnecessary or 
unwarranted for particular management plans. 

Compliant �x Review of Management Plans in this Audit 

�x Management Plan Review Log 

ICHPL maintains a management plan review log (observed during the site 
inspection) that tracks routine reviews of the management plans with the 
updates to the management plans made as required. 

Adaptive Management 

3 The Proponent must assess and manage project-related risks to ensure that there are no 
exceedances of the criteria and/or performance measures in Schedules 3 and 4. Any exceedance of 
these criteria and/or performance measures constitutes a breach of this approval and may be subject 
to penalty or offence provisions under the EP&A Act or EP&A Regulation. 

Where any exceedance of these criteria and/or performance measures has occurred, the Proponent 
must, at the earliest opportunity: 

(a) take all reasonable and feasible steps to ensure that the exceedance ceases and does not recur; 

(b) consider all reasonable and feasible options for remediation (where relevant) and submit a report 
to the Department describing those options and any preferred remediation measures or other course 
of action; and 

(c) implement remediation measures as directed by the Planning Secretary, to the satisfaction of the 
Planning Secretary. 

compliant �x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x correspondence to government agencies for exceedances 

�x incident investigations reports  

�x Annual Reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25 

Adaptive management process are adequately described in each respective 
management plan. 

Review of correspondence to the Department and the EPA regarding 
exceedances that occurred during the audit provide details of the 
reasonable and feasible steps to ensure that the exceedance ceases and 
does not recur. Where remedial actions were relevant (refer to Schedule 6 
Condition 7 for incidents that required remediation), reports were submitted 
to the Department providing details of the remedial work. No remediation 
measures were directed by the Planning Secretary during the audit period, 

Other environmental aspects are suitably evaluated in Annual Reviews. 

The TARPs, monitoring and technical committees provided for in the various 
respective management plans demonstrate adaptive management is being 
undertaken. 

Annual Review 

4 By 30 September 2012, and annually thereafter, the Proponent shall review the environmental 
performance of the project to the satisfaction of the Planning Secretary. This review must:  

(a) describe the development (including any rehabilitation) that was carried out in the past financial 
year, and the development that is proposed to be carried out over the next year;  

(b) include a comprehensive review of the monitoring results and complaints records of the project 
over the past financial year, which includes a comparison of these results against the:  

�x relevant statutory requirements, limits or performance measures/criteria;  

�x requirements of any plan or program required under this approval;  

�x monitoring results of previous years; and  

�x relevant predictions in the EA;  

(c) identify any non-compliance over the past financial year, and describe what actions were (or are 
being) taken to ensure compliance;  

(d) identify any trends in the monitoring data over the life of the project;  

(e) identify any discrepancies between the predicted and actual impacts of the project, and analyse 
the potential cause of any significant discrepancies; and  

(f) describe what measures will be implemented over the current financial year to improve the 
environmental performance of the project. 

compliant �x Annual Reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25 Annual Reviews were reviewed and confirmed to be addressing the 
requirements of this Condition, including timely delivery of the reports. No 
non-compliances were identified. 
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Condition Details Compliance 
status 

Relevant evidence Commentary 

Revision of Strategies, Plans and Programs 

5 Within 3 months of:  

(a) the submission of an annual review under Condition 4 above;  

(b) the submission of an incident report under Condition 7 below;  

(c) the submission of an audit report under Condition 9 below; and  

(d) any modification to the conditions of this approval, (unless the conditions require otherwise); or  

(e) a direction of the Secretary under Condition 4 of Schedule 2;  

the Proponent shall review, and if necessary revise, the strategies, plans, and programs required 
under this approval to the satisfaction of the Planning Secretary.  

Note: This is to ensure the strategies, plans and programs are updated on a regular basis, and 
incorporate any recommended measures to improve the environmental performance of the project. 

compliant Management Plan Review Log  The Management Plan Review Log spreadsheet indicates dates of reviews 
of Management Plans, Strategies undertaken as well as dates of revision.  

The Document Revision panel in each respective document identifies the 
date of revision and the description of changes.  

Each respective management plan adequately describes the revision 
process. 

Community Consultative Committee 

6 The Proponent shall establish and operate a new Community Consultative Committee (CCC) for the 
project to the satisfaction of the Planning Secretary. This CCC must be operated in general 
accordance with the Guidelines for Establishing and Operating Community Consultative Committees 
for Mining Projects (Department of Planning, 2007, or its latest version), and be operating by 30 
September 2012.  

Notes:  

�x The CCC is an advisory committee. The Department and other relevant agencies are 
responsible for ensuring that the Proponent complies with this approval.  

�x In accordance with the guideline, the Committee should be comprised of an independent chair 
and appropriate representation from the Proponent, Council, recognised environmental groups 
and the local community. 

compliant Meeting minutes from the Appin Mine Community Consultative Committee, 
these are available on the Projects website for: 

�x February, April, June, August, October and December in 2023 and 2024. 

�x February, April, June and August 2025. 

CCC meeting minutes provide evidence of the operation of the CCC and are 
available on the Project website.  

No non-compliances were identified. 

Reporting 

Incident Notification, Reporting and Response 

7 The Applicant must notify the Department within 24 hours of becoming aware of an incident. The 
notification must be made via the NSW planning portal (Major Projects) and address details of the 
incident including:  

(a) date, time and location;  

(b) a brief description of what occurred and why it has been classified as an incident;  

(c) a description of what immediate steps were taken in relation to the incident; and  

(d) identifying a contact person for further communication regarding the incident. 

compliant �x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x Annual Reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25  

�x Correspondence to DPE and the NSW EPA  

�x Incident investigation reports over the audit period 

The reporting requirements for incidents are adequately described in each 
of the management plans for BSO. 
Two water related incidents were reported during the audit period:  

�x An uncontrolled discharge of turbid waters on 20 April 2023, and 

�x A solcenic fluid spill on 14 August 2024.  

Evidence of correspondence with the relevant agency (i.e. DPHI and EPA)  
was provided for both incidents and included the details required under 
Schedule 6 Condition 7.  

It is assumed that all incidents that occurred during the audit period were 
reported.  

7AA The Applicant must provide the Department with a subsequent incident report in accordance with 
Appendix 7. 

compliant Incident investigations reports over the audit period Incident reports were provided to the Department for the incidents listed 
under Schedule 6 Condition 7.    

Non-Compliance Notification 

7A Within seven days of becoming aware of a non-compliance, the Applicant must notify the 
Department of the non-compliance. The notification must be in writing and must be submitted via the 
NSW planning portal (Major Projects). The notification must identify the development (including the 
development application number and name), set out the condition of this consent that the 
development is non-compliant with, why it does not comply, the reasons for the non-compliance (if 
known), and what actions have been undertaken, or will be undertaken, and when, to address the 
non-compliance. 

Note: A non-compliance which has been notified as an incident does not need to also be notified as 
a non-compliance 

compliant �x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x Annual Reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25  

�x Correspondence to DPE and the NSW EPA  

�x Non-compliance investigation reports over the audit period  

Evidence of correspondence with the DPHI and the NSW EPA indicates that 
the applicant notified the DPHI within 7 days of becoming aware of all non-
compliances during the audit period. The DPHI was notified for the non-
compliances identified under Schedule 3, Condition 15, as well as:  

�x Data for Total Nitrogen being incorrectly entered into the 14-day Report 
in February and March 2022, identified 30 September 2022. 

�x Monitoring data for LDP41 not being reported in the 14-day Report on 
30 June 2023.  

�x Reporting of incorrect data in 14-day Report for LDP23 on 6 September 
2023. 

�x LDP23 water sample not being analysed for BOD on 21 May 2024. 

Regular Reporting 

8 The Proponent shall provide regular reporting on the environmental performance of the project on its 
website, in accordance with the reporting arrangements in any plans or programs approved under 
the conditions of this approval. 

compliant Project website: https://gm3.au/appin-mine/  The website hosts Annual Reviews describing environmental performance 
each year, 14 day monitoring reports, and complaints reports. Management 
Plans outlining reporting arrangements are also hosted on the website. No 
non-compliances were identified 

Independent Environmental Audit 
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Condition Details Compliance 
status 

Relevant evidence Commentary 

9 By the end of December 2013, and every 3 years thereafter, unless the Planning Secretary directs 
otherwise, the Proponent shall commission and pay the full cost of an Independent Environmental 
Audit of the project. This audit must:  

(a) be conducted by a suitably qualified, experienced and independent team of experts whose 
appointment has been endorsed by the Planning Secretary;  

(b) include consultation with the relevant agencies;  

(c) assess the environmental performance of the project and assess whether it is complying with the 
requirements in this approval and any relevant EPL or Mining Lease (including any assessment, plan 
or program required under these approvals);  

(d) review the adequacy of strategies, plans or programs required under the abovementioned 
approvals; and  

(e) recommend appropriate measures or actions to improve the environmental performance of the 
project, and/or any assessment, plan or program required under the abovementioned approvals.  

Note: This audit team must be led by a suitably qualified auditor and include experts in any field 
specified by the Planning Secretary. 

compliant �x Independent Environmental Audit 2022 Bulli Seam Operations  

�x This Independent Environmental Audit. 

The previous audit report was sighted and was observed to be in 
accordance with this Condition. This present audit was also undertaken in 
accordance with the Condition. No non-compliances were identified with this 
condition. 

10 Within 6 weeks of the completion of this audit, or as otherwise agreed by the Planning Secretary, the 
Proponent shall submit a copy of the audit report to the Planning Secretary, together with its 
response to any recommendations contained in the audit report. 

compliant �x 2019 IEA report 

�x �����������,�(�$���U�H�S�R�U�W�¶ 

�x this audit  

Conduct of the audit determined compliance with the requirements of this 
condition. 

10A Independent Environmental Audits of the development must be conducted and carried out in 
accordance with the Independent Audit Post Approval Requirements (2020) or as updated from time 
�W�R���W�L�P�H���D�Q�G���S�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H���'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W�¶�V���Z�H�E�V�L�W�H�� 

compliant �x 2022 BSO IEA 

�x this audit 

A review of the 2022 IEA confirms it met the requirements of the prescribed 
guidelines. 

Conduct of this 2025 IEA has also been undertaken in accordance with the 
guidelines. 

No non-compliances with this condition have been identified. 

Access to Information 

11 From 30 June 2012, the Proponent shall: (a) make copies of the following publicly available on its 
website:  

�x the documents referred to in Condition 2 of Schedule 2;  

�x all current statutory approvals for the project;  

�x all approved strategies, plans and programs required under the conditions of this approval;  

�x a comprehensive summary of the monitoring results of the project, reported in accordance with 
the specifications in any conditions of this approval, or any approved plans and programs;  

�x a complaints register, updated on a monthly basis;  

�x minutes of CCC meetings;  

�x the annual reviews of the project;  

�x �D�Q�\���L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���D�X�G�L�W���R�I���W�K�H���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���3�U�R�S�R�Q�H�Q�W�¶�V���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H���W�R���W�K�H��
recommendations in any audit; 

�x any other matter required by the Planning Secretary; and (b) keep this information up-to-date, to 
the satisfaction of the Planning Secretary. 

compliant �x Annual Reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25, including reporting of incidents, 
non-compliances and exceedances 

�x the Project website: https://gm3.au/appin-mine/ 

Review of the Project website confirms compliance with this condition. 
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Condition  Details Compliance 
status 

Relevant evidence Comment 

SCHEDULE 2 �± ADMINISTRATIVE CONDITIONS 

OBLIGATION TO MINIMISE HARM TO THE ENVIRONMENT 

1 The Proponent shall implement all reasonable and feasible measures to prevent and/or minimise any harm compliant �x site interview completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x site inspection completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

 

TERMS OF APPROVAL 

2. The Proponent shall carry out the Project generally in accordance with the: 

(a) EA; 

(b) EA (Mod 1); 

(c) EA (Mod 2); 

(d) statement of commitments; and 

(e) conditions of this approval. 

Notes: 

�‡���7�K�H���J�H�Q�H�U�D�O���O�D�\�R�X�W���R�I���W�K�H���S�U�R�M�H�F�W���L�V���V�K�R�Z�Q���L�Q���$�S�S�H�Q�G�L�[������ 

�‡���7�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I���F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W�V���L�Q���U�H�S�U�R�G�X�F�H�G���L�Q���$�S�S�H�Q�G�L�[������ 

compliant �x this audit 

�x site interview completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x site inspection completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

Conduct of the audit has confirmed that the Project Approval 
was surrendered in September 2014, in accordance with 
Schedule 2 Condition 8 of the Project Approval MP08_0150. 
The Project is currently not operational and is in the 
rehabilitation phase and is being carried out in accordance with 
the Rehabilitation Management Plan for BSO. 

3 If there is any inconsistency between the above documents, the most recent document shall prevail to the extent 
of the inconsistency. However, the conditions of this approval shall prevail to the extent of any inconsistency. 

note NA noted 

4 The Proponent shall comply with any reasonable and feasible requirement/s of the Director-General arising from 
�W�K�H���'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W�¶�V���D�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W���R�I�� 

(a) any reports, plans, programs, strategies or correspondence that are submitted in accordance with this 
approval; and 

(b) the implementation of any actions or measures contained in these reports, plans, programs, strategies or 
correspondence. 

not triggered Site interview completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

 

Interview with site personnel confirmed no orders from the 
director general were received during the audit period 

LIMITS ON APPROVAL 

5 The drilling of goaf gas extraction wells and mine safety gas drainage, as identified in Appendix 1, may take place 
for 5 years from the date of this approval, unless otherwise agreed by the Director-General. 

compliant �x site interview completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x Annual Review for FY23, FY24 and FY25 

�x Appin Mine Gas Drainage Management Plan, Version 7 dated 
November 2024, approved by DPHI on 14/02/2025 

See commentary in Schedule 2 Condition 2. 

6 The operation of goaf gas extraction wells, as identified in Appendix 1, may take place for 10 years from the date 
of this approval, unless otherwise agreed by the Director-General. 

Note: Under this approval, the Proponent is required to rehabilitate the site and perform additional undertakings to 
the satisfaction of the Director-General and DRE. Consequently, this approval will continue to apply in all other 
respects other than the right to drill and operate goaf gas extraction wells until the site has been properly 
rehabilitated. 

compliant �x site interview completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x site inspection completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x Annual Review for FY23, FY24 and FY25 

�x Appin Mine Gas Drainage Management Plan, Version 7 dated 
November 2024, approved by DPHI on 14/02/2025 

See commentary in Schedule 2 Condition 2. 

PROTECTION OF PUBLIC INFRASTRUCTURE 

7 The Proponent shall repair, or pay all reasonable costs associated with repairing public infrastructure that is 
damaged by the project. 

compliant �x site interview completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x site inspection completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x Annual Review for FY23, FY24 and FY25 

See commentary in Schedule 2 Condition 2. 

OPERATION OF PLANT AND EQUIPMENT 

8 The Proponent shall ensure all plant and equipment used at the site is: 

(a) maintained in a proper and efficient condition; and 

(b) operated in a proper and efficient manner. 

not triggered �x site interview completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x site inspection completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x Annual Review for FY23, FY24 and FY25 

�x Register of general environmental training completed  

The Project site is no longer operational. See commentary in 
Schedule 2 Condition 2. 

STAGED SUBMISSION OF PLANS AND PROGRAMS 

9 With the approval of the Director-General, the Proponent may: 

(a) submit any plan or program required by this approval on a progressive basis; and 

(b) combine any plan or program required by this approval with any similar strategy, plan or program required by 
an approval for the Appin Coal Mine. 

compliant �x site interview completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x Appin Mine Gas Drainage Management Plan, Version 7 dated 
November 2024, approved by DPHI on 14/02/2025 

�x Rehabilitation Management Plan, Version 3 dated June 2025. 

The Project is now referenced in the Appin Mine Gas Drainage 
Management Plan as being in the rehabilitation phase. 

Rehabilitation is now included in the Appin Mine Rehabilitation 
Management Plan, Version 3 dated June 2025. 

SCHEDULE 3 �± SPECIFIC ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS 

NOISE 

Construction and Operation Hours 
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Condition  Details Compliance 
status 

Relevant evidence Comment 

1 The Proponent shall construct and operate the project in accordance with the hours listed in Table 1, except for 
emergency purposes. 

Table 1: Construction and operation hours of the project 

 
�1�R�W�H�����µ�(�P�H�U�J�H�Q�F�\���S�X�U�S�R�V�H�V�¶���U�H�I�H�U�V���W�R���L�Q�V�W�D�Q�F�H�V���Z�K�H�U�H���W�K�H���F�H�V�V�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V���Z�R�X�O�G���K�D�Y�H���W�K�H��
potential 

to generate serious harm to the environment or serious safety issues. Should these activities be conducted 
outside of 

the hours permitted, a report must be provided to the Department within 7 days of the event containing relevant 

information and/or data to demonstrate the specific emergency purposes and circumstances at the time. 

not-triggered �x site interview completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x site inspection completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x Annual Review for FY23, FY24 and FY25 

�x Appin Mine Gas Drainage Management Plan, Version 7 dated 
November 2024, approved by DPHI on 14/02/2025 

See commentary in Schedule 2 Condition 2. 

Impact Assessment Criteria 

2 The Proponent shall ensure that the noise generated by the project during operation (i.e. from the extraction plant, 
flaring and venting) does not exceed the noise impact assessment criteria set out in Table 2 at any residence on 
privately-owned land, or on more than 25 percent of any privately-owned land.  

Table 2: Impact assessment criteria dB(A) 

 
Notes: 

�‡���7�R���L�Q�W�H�U�S�U�H�W���W�K�H���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���U�H�I�H�U�U�H�G���W�R���L�Q���7�D�E�O�H���������V�H�H���W�K�H���I�L�J�X�U�H���L�Q���$�S�S�H�Q�G�L�[������ 

�‡���1�R�L�V�H���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���S�U�R�M�H�F�W���L�V���W�R���E�H���P�H�D�V�X�U�H�G���L�Q���D�F�F�R�U�G�D�Q�F�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���U�H�O�H�Y�D�Q�W���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���H�[�H�P�S�W�L�R�Q�V��
(including certain meteorological conditions) of the NSW Industrial Noise Policy. 

not triggered NA The Project is no longer operating and is undergoing 
rehabilitation, See commentary in Schedule 2 Condition 2. 

2A The Proponent shall ensure that the construction noise generated by the project, does not exceed the noise 
impact assessment criteria set out in Table 3 at any residence on privately-owned land, or on more than 25 
percent of any privately-owned land.  

Table 2A: Impact assessment criteria dB(A) 

not triggered  NA See commentary in Schedule 2 Condition 2. 



 

Project approval MP08_0150 Independent Environmental Audit 2025 F-2 

Condition  Details Compliance 
status 

Relevant evidence Comment 

 
Notes: 

�‡���7�R���L�Q�W�H�U�S�U�H�W���W�K�H���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���U�H�I�H�U�U�H�G���W�R���L�Q���7�D�E�O�H���������V�H�H���W�K�H���I�L�J�X�U�H���L�Q���$�S�S�H�Q�G�L�[������ 

�‡���6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G���F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���K�R�X�U�V���D�U�H���0�R�Q�G�D�\���± Friday 7:00am to 6:00pm, and Saturday 8:00am to 1:00pm. 

Noise Management Plan 

3 The Proponent shall prepare and implement a Noise Management Plan for the project to the satisfaction of the 
Director-General. This plan must: 

(a) be prepared by a suitably qualified expert; 

(b) be submitted to the Director-General for approval, within 1 month from the date of this approval; 

(c) include specific management procedures relating to those boreholes which have the potential to impact on 
private residences; 

(d) include a noise monitoring protocol for evaluating compliance with the noise limits in this approval, and for 
evaluating construction-related noise emissions; and 

(e) include a detailed Community Consultation Plan for construction noise impacts, including: 

�‡���S�U�R�F�H�G�X�U�H�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���Z�U�L�W�W�H�Q���Q�R�W�L�I�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���Q�H�D�U�E�\���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�V���R�I���W�K�H���F�R�P�P�H�Q�F�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I construction activities; 

�‡���S�U�R�F�H�G�X�U�H�V���I�R�U���Q�R�W�L�I�\�L�Q�J���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�V���D�W���D�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�H���V�W�D�J�H�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W���W�K�H���F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q activities of any specific 
works that may result in potential noise impacts; 

�‡���G�H�W�D�L�O�V���R�I���D���W�H�O�H�S�K�R�Q�H���F�R�P�S�O�D�L�Q�W�V���O�L�Q�H�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���D�Q���D�I�W�H�U���K�R�X�U�V���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W���S�K�R�Q�H���Q�X�P�E�H�U�� 

�‡���S�U�R�F�H�G�X�U�H�V���I�R�U���K�D�Q�G�O�L�Q�J���F�R�P�S�O�D�L�Q�W�V�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W���G�H�W�D�L�O�V���R�I���U�H�O�H�Y�D�Q�W���V�L�W�H���S�H�U�V�R�Q�Q�H�O responsible for following 
up complaints; and 

�‡���G�H�W�D�L�O�V���R�I���S�U�R�S�R�V�H�G���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�J�H�Q�F�\���P�H�D�V�X�U�H�V���W�R���E�H���L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�H�G���Z�K�H�U�H���F�R�P�S�O�D�L�Q�W�V���D�U�H received. 

not triggered NA 

 

See commentary in Schedule 2 Condition 2. 

SOIL AND WATER 

Pollution of Waters 

4 Except as may be expressly provided by a OEH Environment Protection Licence, the Proponent shall comply with 
section 120 of the Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997 during the carrying out of the Project. 

not triggered NA See commentary in Schedule 2 Condition 2. 

Water Management Plan 

5 The Proponent shall prepare and implement a Water Management Plan for the project to the satisfaction of the 
Director-General. This plan must: 

(a) be submitted to the Director-General for approval, within 1 month from the date of this approval; 

(b) include measures to minimise impacts on groundwater quality, including the potential for cross contamination; 
and 

(c) include an Erosion and Sediment Control Plan, which must: 

�‡���E�H���F�R�Q�V�L�V�W�H�Q�W���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V���R�I��Managing Urban Stormwater: Soils and Construction manual (Landcom 
2004, or its latest version); 

�‡���L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�\���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V���W�K�D�W���F�R�X�O�G���F�D�X�V�H���V�R�L�O���H�U�R�V�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�H���V�H�G�L�P�H�Q�W�� 

�‡���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H���P�H�D�V�X�U�H�V���W�R���P�L�Q�L�P�L�V�H���V�R�L�O���H�U�R�V�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���W�K�H���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O���I�R�U���W�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W���R�I���V�H�G�L�P�H�Q�W���W�R���G�R�Z�Q�V�W�U�H�D�P���Z�D�W�H�U�V�� 

�‡���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H���W�K�H���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q�����I�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���F�D�S�D�F�L�W�\���R�I���H�U�R�V�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���V�H�G�L�P�H�Q�W���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O���V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�V�����D�Q�G 

�‡���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H���Z�K�D�W���P�H�D�V�X�U�H�V���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�H�G���W�R���P�R�Q�L�W�R�U���D�Q�G���P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q���W�K�H���V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�V���R�Y�H�U���W�L�P�H�� 

not triggered  NA See commentary in Schedule 2 Condition 2. 
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Condition  Details Compliance 
status 

Relevant evidence Comment 

AIR QUALITY 

Impact Assessment Criteria  

6 The Proponent shall ensure that the dust and particulate emissions generated by the project do not cause 
additional exceedances of the air quality impact assessment criteria listed in Tables 4, 5 and 6 at any residence 
on, or on more than 25 percent of, any privately owned land. 

 
Note: Deposited dust is assessed as insoluble solids as defined by Standards Australia, 1991, AS 3580.10.1- 
1991: Methods for Sampling and Analysis of Ambient Air - Determination of Particulates - Deposited Matter - 
Gravimetric Method. 

not triggered NA See commentary in Schedule 2 Condition 2. 

Greenhouse Gas Management 

7 The Proponent shall implement all reasonable and feasible measures to minimise energy use onsite and 
greenhouse gas emissions produced onsite. 

not triggered NA See commentary in Schedule 2 Condition 2. 

TRAFFIC AND TRANSPORT 

Traffic Management 

8 The Proponent shall ensure that:  

(a) safe access to the site is provided from public roads; and  

(b) traffic movements are restricted to existing or specifically constructed tracks.  

not triggered NA See commentary in Schedule 2 Condition 2. 

9 The Proponent shall:  

(a) construct the pipeline under the Hume Highway and Main Southern Rail Line in accordance with RMS design 
requirements; and  

(b) rehabilitate the pipeline, to the satisfaction of the RMS. 

not triggered NA See commentary in Schedule 2 Condition 2. 

9A The Proponent shall improve vehicle site lines at the MRD Borehole #1 access entry off Moreton Park Road by 
clearing privet vegetation to the satisfaction of Council.  

not triggered NA See commentary in Schedule 2 Condition 2. 

9B Prior to commencing construction of MRD Borehole #1, the Proponent shall:  

(a) notify residents of Railway Parade in writing of the construction and operational traffic that will occur during the 
project; and  

(b) hold a joint inspection of Railway Parade, with Council, to assess the pre-existing condition of the road 
pavement. 

not triggered NA See commentary in Schedule 2 Condition 2. 

9C The Proponent shall repair, or pay all reasonable costs associated with repairing, damage to the pavement of 
Railway Parade, or any other local road, caused by the project. 

not triggered NA See commentary in Schedule 2 Condition 2. 

HERITAGE 

Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Management Plan 

10 The Proponent shall implement the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Management Plan to the satisfaction of the 
Director-General. 

not triggered NA See commentary in Schedule 2 Condition 2. 

WASTE MINIMISATION 
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Condition  Details Compliance 
status 

Relevant evidence Comment 

11 The Proponent shall: 

(a) ensure no waste is disposed of on site; 

(b) implement reasonable and feasible measures to minimise waste generated by the Project; and 

(c) ensure disposal of wastes occurs at appropriately approved waste disposal facilities. 

not triggered NA See commentary in Schedule 2 Condition 2. 

12 The Proponent shall:  

(a) ensure that all external lighting for the project complies with Australian Standard AS4282 (INT) 1995 �± Control 
of Obtrusive Effects of Outdoor Lighting; and  

(b) take all practicable measures to mitigate off-site lighting impacts from the project, to the satisfaction of the 
Director-General. 

not triggered NA See commentary in Schedule 2 Condition 2. 

BUSHFIRE MANAGEMENT 

13 The Proponent shall take all reasonable measures to prevent the ignition and/or spread of bushfires. not triggered NA See commentary in Schedule 2 Condition 2. 

REHABILITATION 

14 The Proponent shall carry out the rehabilitation of the site progressively, that is, as soon as reasonably practicable 
following disturbance. 

compliant �x Appin Mine Rehabilitation Management Plan, Version 3 dated 
27/06/2025 

�x Annual Rehabilitation Reports for FY23, FY24 and FY25 

�x Appin Colliery Forward Program for FY24 and FY25 

�x site inspection completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

See commentary in Schedule 2 Condition 2. Progressive 
rehabilitation has been occurring for BSO. 

Rehabilitation Management Plan 

15 The Proponent shall prepare and implement a Rehabilitation Management Plan for the project to the satisfaction 
of the Executive Director Mineral Resources. This plan must:  

(a) be prepared in accordance with any relevant DRE guidelines;  

(b) include details of rehabilitation of surface infrastructure during the operational phase;  

(c) include details of final decommissioning of surface infrastructure and rehabilitation of sites; and  

(d) Include a conceptual final landform plan showing remaining infrastructure, the expected final landform 
topography and vegetation types. 

compliant �x Appin Mine Rehabilitation Management Plan, Version 3 dated 
27/06/2025 

�x Annual Rehabilitation Reports for FY23, FY24 and FY25 

�x Appin Colliery Forward Program for FY24 and FY25 

�x site inspection completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

See commentary in Schedule 2 Condition 2. 

The BSO RMP has been prepared in accordance with the 
relevant guidelines. 

 

SCHEDULE 4 

ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT, MONITORING, AUDITING AND REPORTING  

ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT STRATEGY 

1 The Proponent shall prepare and implement an Environmental Management Strategy for the project to the 
satisfaction of the Director-General. This strategy must:  

(a) be submitted to the Director-General for approval prior to the commencement of construction activities at the 
first borehole;  

(b) provide the strategic framework for environmental management of the project;  

(c) identify the statutory requirements that apply to the project;  

(d) describe the role, responsibility, authority and accountability of all key personnel involved in the environmental 
management of the project; and  

(e) describe the procedures that would be implemented to:  

�‡���N�H�H�S���W�K�H���O�R�F�D�O���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���D�Q�G���U�H�O�H�Y�D�Q�W���D�J�H�Q�F�L�H�V���L�Q�I�R�U�P�H�G���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���S�H�U�I�R�U�P�D�Q�F�H��
of the project;  

�‡���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�����K�D�Q�G�O�H�����U�H�V�S�R�Q�G���W�R�����D�Q�G���U�H�F�R�U�G���F�R�P�S�O�D�L�Q�W�V���� 

�‡���U�H�V�R�O�Y�H���D�Q�\���G�L�V�S�X�W�H�V���W�K�D�W���P�D�\���D�U�L�V�H���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���F�R�X�U�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���S�U�R�M�H�F�W���� 

�‡���U�H�V�S�R�Q�G���W�R���D�Q�\���Q�R�Q-�F�R�P�S�O�L�D�Q�F�H�����D�Q�G���‡���U�H�V�S�R�Q�G���W�R���H�P�H�U�J�H�Q�F�L�H�V�� 

not triggered NA See commentary in Schedule 2 Condition 2. 

REPORTING  

Incident Reporting  

2 The Proponent shall notify the Director-General and any other relevant agencies of any incident that has caused, 
or has the potential to cause, significant risk of material harm to the environment, at the earliest opportunity. For 
any other incident associated with the project, the Proponent shall notify the Director General and any other 
relevant agencies as soon as practicable after the Proponent becomes aware of the incident. Within 7 days of the 
date of the incident, the Proponent shall provide the Director-General and any relevant agencies with a detailed 
report on the incident, and such further reports as may be requested. 

not triggered 

 

Site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 See commentary in Schedule 2 Condition 2. 

ACCESS TO INFORMATION 

3 From 30 April 2012, the Proponent shall: compliant Appin Mine Project website found online at: https://gm3.au/appin-mine/  All required information is available to the public on the website 
linked. 
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Condition  Details Compliance 
status 

Relevant evidence Comment 

(a) make copies of the following publicly available on its website: 

�‡���W�K�H���(�$�����(�$�����0�R�G���������D�Q�G���(�$�����0�R�G�������� 

�‡���D�O�O���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���V�W�D�W�X�W�R�U�\���D�S�S�U�R�Y�D�O�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�� 

�‡���D�S�S�U�R�Y�H�G���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�H�V�����S�O�D�Q�V���D�Q�G���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G���X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���W�K�L�V���D�S�S�U�R�Y�D�O�� 

�‡���D���F�R�P�S�U�H�K�H�Q�V�L�Y�H���V�X�P�P�D�U�\���R�I���W�K�H���P�R�Q�L�W�R�U�L�Q�J���U�H�V�X�O�W�V���R�I���W�K�H���D�S�S�U�R�Y�D�O�����Z�K�L�F�K���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q 

reported in accordance with the various plans and programs approved under the conditions of this approval; 

�‡���D���F�R�P�S�O�D�L�Q�W�V���U�H�J�L�V�W�H�U�����Z�K�L�F�K���L�V���W�R���E�H���X�S�G�D�W�H�G���R�Q���D���P�R�Q�W�K�O�\���E�D�V�L�V�� 

�‡���D�Q�\���R�W�K�H�U���P�D�W�W�H�U���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U-General; and 

(b) keep this information up to date, 

to the satisfaction of the Director-General. 
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Appendix G  

EPBC 2010/5350 
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CONDITIONS OF EPBC ACT APPROVAL �± EPBC 2010/5350 

EPBC 2010/5350 �± Condition 1  Persoonia hirsuta  (Hairy Geebung)  

The approval holder must legally secure the approved offset area for conservation, including the core population, for the duration of the EPBC approval (15 May 2042 ), as outlined in the approved Persoonia 
hirsuta  Offset Management Plan under condition 2 of the approval. A copy of the docum ent detailing the legal security provided to the offset area must be submitted to t he Department by 14 May 2014. 

Element Criteria  Verification method Evidence Documents sighted Determination Compliance finding 

1.1 Evidence the offset area for conservation has been legally 
secured. 

Review and document the outcomes 
of the 2017 Conditions of Approval 
IEA & EPBC Compliance Audit 
(ERM, 2017). 

�x Persoonia hirsuta Offset 
Management Plan (OMP) (v1.1, 
dated 27/04/2022), including 
approval letters 

�x Previous IEAs 

�x Persoonia hirsuta OMP (v1.1, dated 
27/04/2022), including approval by the: 

�‚ Former Department of Planning, Industry 
and Environment (DPIE) (now the 
Department of Planning, Housing and 
Infrastructure [DPHI]), dated 3 December 
2021 

�‚ Department, dated 18 May 2022 

�x Persoonia hirsuta OMP (v2, dated May 2025), 
including approval by the: 

�‚ DPHI, dated 29 September 2025 

�‚ Department, dated 29 September 2025 

�x 2017 Conditions of Approval Independent 
Environmental Audit & EPBC Compliance Audit 
(ERM, 2017) 

The offset was legally secured as evidenced by the 2017 
Conditions of Approval Independent Environmental Audit & 
EPBC Compliance Audit (ERM, 2017).which states:  

The Offset is protected by incorporation of a condition to the 
Consolidated Coal Lease No.724 (CCL724) requiring the core 
population to be managed for the term of the lease for 
biodiversity conservation purposes. CCL 724 confers surface 
rights at Appin North in a similar manner to other land title 
mechanisms.  

In September 2022, the Condition that secured the offset was 
removed from CCL 724 following a review of all mining leases 
by Mining Exploration and Geoscience. South32 has written to 
MEG to request Schedule A to be reinstated in CCL 724. 
Correspondence from MEG was received by IMC dated 15 
November  2022 (post-audit) that Schedule A was reinstated. 

Compliant 

1.2 Evidence document detailing the legal security provided to 
the offset area must be submitted to the Department by 14 
May 2014. 

Review and document the outcomes 
of the 2017 Conditions of Approval 
Independent Environmental Audit & 
EPBC Compliance Audit (ERM, 
2017). 

As above As above As above Compliant 

EPBC 2010/5350 �± Condition 2 The person taking the action must provide a plan for the management of the Persoonia hirsuta  offset to the Minister for approval no later than 31 December 2012.  The Persoonia hirsuta  Offset Management 
Plan must include but not be limited to:  

a. measures for the conduct of pre-existing land management requirements or obligations in a manner that is compatible with the conservation of the species ;  

b.  information about the species' ecology, biology and conservation status to inform appr opriate management actions;  

c. performance objectives and management actions that will enable mainte nance and enhancement of Persoonia hirsuta  plants and habitat covered by the plan;  

d. management responsibilities and accountabilities;   

e. mitigation measures to ensure operation of the action, including fire manage ment and specifically the emplacement of coal wash, does not impact on any of the Persoonia hirsuta  plants protected under this 
plan. This includes but is not limited to impacts associated with dust, shad ing, sedimentation, erosion or unrestricted access to areas containing Persoonia hirsuta  plants;  

f. an assessment of the baseline Persoonia hirsuta  population and distribution, including: 

i. the number of plants protected and their location;  

ii. plant and habitat condition;  

iii. age classes;  

g. measures for regular monitoring of the status of the Persoonia hirsuta  plants and habitat as measured against the baseline population and dist ribution, including: 

i.  recruitment and survivorship;   

ii. seedling growth rate; 

iii. age to reproductive maturity and peak flowering/fruit production; 

iv. effectiveness of management actions and mitigation measures conta ined within the plan; and  

v. impacts of threatening processes;   

h. the results of the monitoring referred to in condition 2. f. and g. must  be provided to the Department within 30 days of every 12 month annivers ary of the implementation date of this plan; and  

i. provisions to revise the approved Persoonia hirsuta  Offset Management Plan in response to the findings of the research required by conditi on 3., including the submission of the revised Persoonia hirsuta  
Offset Management Plan to the Minister for approval within 6 months of this re search being finalised. 

The approved Persoonia hirsuta  Offset Management Plan must be implemented. Clearing of native vegeta tion for the stage 4 coal wash emplacement area must not occur until the Persoonia hirsuta  Offset 
Management Plan has been approved by the Minister. 

Element Criteria Verification method Evidence Documents sighted Determination Compliance finding 

2.1 Persoonia hirsuta Offset Management Plan (OMP) provided 
to the Minister for approval no later than 31 December 2012. 

Review and document the outcomes 
of the 2014 Bulli Seams Operations 
(BSO) Project Independent 
Environmental Audit (IEA) (URS, 
2014). 

�x Persoonia hirsuta OMP 

�x Previous IEAs 

�x Persoonia hirsuta OMP (v1.1, dated 
27/04/2022, and v2, dated May 2025) 

�x 2014 Bulli Seams Operations Project IEA 
(URS, 2014) 

Determined to be compliant during as part of the 2014 IEA. Compliant 

2.2 Persoonia hirsuta OMP covers requirements of Condition 
2(a) to 2(i). 

Review of the content of the 
Persoonia hirsuta OMP. 

Persoonia hirsuta OMP Persoonia hirsuta OMP (v1.1, dated 27/04/2022, 
and v2, dated May 2025) 

The Persoonia hirsuta OMP covers requirements of Condition 
2 (a) to 2 (i) 

Compliant 
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CONDITIONS OF EPBC ACT APPROVAL �± EPBC 2010/5350 

2.3 Results of the monitoring referred to in Condition 2(f) and 
2(g) are provided to the Department within 30 days of every 
12 month anniversary of the implementation date of the 
Persoonia hirsuta OMP. 

Sight evidence monitoring results are 
provided to the Department within 30 
days of every 12 month anniversary 
of the implementation date. 

�x Annual Compliance Reports  

�x Annual Reviews 

�x Annual Compliance Report �± August 2023 
(EPBC 2010/5350) 

�x Annual Compliance Report �± August 2024 
(EPBC 2010/5350)  

�x Annual Compliance Report �± August 2025 
(EPBC 2010/5350) 

�x Appin Mine Annual Review FY23 

�x Appin Mine Annual Review FY24 

�x Appin Mine Annual Review FY25 

Persoonia hirsuta Condition Reports were submitted as 
required in 2013, 2014, 2015 (submitted late), 2016, 2017, 
2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023 and 2024.  

The 2025 monitoring had not been completed at the time of 
this audit. 

Compliant 

2.4 Revised Persoonia hirsuta OMP provided to the Minister for 
approval within 6 months of the research required by 
Condition 3 being finalised. 

Review and document the outcomes 
of the IEA 2022 BSO (ERM, 2022). 

Previous IEAs IEA 2022 BSO (ERM, 2022) The 2022 IEA determined that: 

The Persoonia hirsuta Offset Management Plan has been 
submitted twice during the audit period in response to new and 
completed research and feedback from DAWE, including in 
December 2021 and April 2022. 

No non-compliances were recorded. 

Compliant 

2.5 The approved Persoonia hirsuta OMP is being 
implemented. 

Review and assess documentation 
verifying implementation of the 
Persoonia hirsuta OMP, including 
conduct of interviews and site 
inspections (as relevant). 

�x Persoonia hirsuta OMP 

�x Annual Compliance Reports  

�x Annual Reviews 

�x Persoonia hirsuta OMP (v1.1, dated 
27/04/2022, and v2, dated May 2025) 

�x Annual Compliance Report �± August 2023 
(EPBC 2010/5350) 

�x Annual Compliance Report �± August 2024 
(EPBC 2010/5350)  

�x Annual Compliance Report �± August 2025 
(EPBC 2010/5350) 

�x Appin Mine Annual Review FY23 

�x Appin Mine Annual Review FY24 

�x Appin Mine Annual Review FY25 

Persoonia hirsuta Condition Reports were submitted as 
required in 2013, 2014, 2015 (submitted late), 2016, 2017, 
2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023 and 2024. The 2025 
monitoring had not been completed at the time of this audit. 

The latest monitoring results from December 2024 indicates 
that the overall health and size of the core population of the 
species is within expected parameters. No non-compliances 
were identified with implementation of the plan during the audit 
period. 

Compliant 

2.6 Clearing of native vegetation for the stage 4 coal wash 
emplacement area did not occur until the Persoonia hirsuta 
OMP was approved by the Minister. 

Review and document the outcomes 
of the IEA 2022 BSO (ERM, 2022). 

�x Previous IEAs 

�x Persoonia hirsuta OMP 

�x IEA 2022 BSO (ERM, 2022) 

�x Persoonia hirsuta OMP (v1.1, dated 
27/04/2022, and v2, dated May 2025) 

Persoonia hirsuta OMP (v1.1, dated 27/04/2022), was 
approved by: 

�x Former Department of Planning, Industry and Environment 
(DPIE) (now the Department of Planning, Housing and 
Infrastructure [DPHI]), dated 3 December 2021 

�x Department, dated 18 May 2022 

Persoonia hirsuta OMP (v2, dated May 2025), including 
approval by the: 

�x DPHI, dated 29 September 2025 

�x Department, dated 29 September 2025 

The 2022 IEA confirmed that no clearing for the Stage 4 Coal 
Wash Emplacement had occurred prior to the plan being 
approved. 

Compliant 

EPBC 2010/5350 �± Condition 3 The person taking the action must engage a suitably qualified expert to under take and make publicly available targeted research to inform conservation knowledge of Persoonia hirsuta . The research must:  

a. document current understanding of Persoonia hirsuta  ecology and genetics;  

b. outline previously documented management and conservation actions;  

c. investigate:  

i. pollination biology of Persoonia hirsuta ; 

ii.  requirements of its pollinators;   

iii. soil seed bank dynamics and the role of various disturbances (including f ire) in germination and recruitment; 

iv. phenology and seasonal growth of Persoonia hirsuta ;  

v. population genetic structure, levels of genetic diversity, minimum  viable population size and management actions; 

vi. impact of dieback disease and control techniques on Persoonia hirsuta  and its habitat; and  

vii. impact of fire on Persoonia hirsuta  and its habitat; 

d.  provide a general analysis of threatening processes and available managem ent or mitigation actions; and 

e. a research report to be finalised by no later than 30 June 2021; 

�I�����E�H���P�D�G�H���S�X�E�O�L�F�O�\���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���R�Q���W�K�H���D�S�S�U�R�Y�D�O���K�R�O�G�H�U�¶�V���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�H�W���V�L�W�H�� 

Element Criteria Verification method Evidence Documents sighted Determination Compliance finding 

3.1 A suitably qualified expert to undertake and make publicly 
available targeted research to inform conservation 
knowledge of Persoonia hirsute. 

Review and document the outcomes 
of the IEA 2022 BSO (ERM, 2022) 

Previous IEAs IEA 2022 BSO (ERM, 2022) The 2022 IEA found that �³�7�K�H Research Report on the 
Conservation Biology of Persoonia hirsuta (2021) addresses 
the requirements of this condition including date of completion. 

Compliant 
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3.2 Research covers requirements of Condition 3(a) to 3(d). Review and document the outcomes 
of the: 

�x Independent Environmental Audit 
2022 Bulli Seams Operations 
(ERM, 2022) 

Refer above Refer above Refer above Compliant 

3.3 Research report finalised by no later than 30 June 2021. Review and document the outcomes 
of the Independent Environmental 
Audit 2022 Bulli Seams Operations 
(ERM, 2022). 

Refer above Refer above Refer above Compliant 

3.4 Research results publicly available on the Project website. Sight evidence research results are 
available on the Project website. 

�x Research Reports 

�x Project website 

�x The Persoonia Puzzle: Research Report on the 
Conservation Biology of Persoonia hirsuta 
(Haynes and Gregory, June 2021) 

�x Project website 

The Research Report is publicly available on the project 
website 

Compliant 

EPBC 2010/5350 �± Condition 4 Shale / Sandstone Transition Forest 

The person taking the action must implement the approved Bulli Seam Operations Shale Sandstone Transition Forest Offset Management Plan. The person ta king the action must legally secure the offset area 
for long term conservation purposes by 2 March 2016. 

Element Criteria Verification method Evidence Documents sighted Determination Compliance finding 

4.1 The approved Bulli Seam Operations Shale Sandstone 
Transition Forest OMP is being implemented. 

Review and assess documentation 
verifying implementation of the BSO 
Shale Sandstone Transition Forest 
OMP, including conduct of interviews 
and site inspections (as relevant). 

�x BSO Shale Sandstone 
Transition Forest OMP 

�x Annual Reviews 

�x Previous IEAs 

�x BSO Shale Sandstone Transition Forest OMP 
(v2, November 2024 

�x Annual Compliance Report �± August 2023 
(EPBC 2010/5350) 

�x Annual Compliance Report �± August 2024 
(EPBC 2010/5350)  

�x Annual Compliance Report �± August 2025 
(EPBC 2010/5350) 

�x Appin Mine Annual Review FY23 

�x Appin Mine Annual Review FY24 

�x Appin Mine Annual Review FY25 

�x 2017 Conditions of Approval Independent 
Environmental Audit & EPBC Compliance Audit 
(ERM, 2017) 

The audit confirmed the Shale Sandstone Transition Forest 
OMP (v2, dated November 2024) has been prepared and 
implemented in accordance with the requirements of 
Conditions 4 and 5 of EPBC 2010/5350. The Shale Sandstone 
Transition Forest OMP was revised during the audit period with 
administrative changes, and to reflect organisational changes 
from South32 to GM3. 

There were no issues during the audit (i.e. documentary 
review, site inspection and interviews) necessitating revision to 
the Shale Sandstone Transition Forest OMP (v2, dated 
November 2024), which was confirmed to be available on the 
Project website. 

Annual reports for the audit period document the ongoing 
monitoring and maintenance within the offset (secured as a 
BioBanking site), with no management issues identified during 
the audit period. 

Compliant 

4.2 Offset area for long term conservation purposes legally 
secured by 2 March 2016. 

Review and document the outcomes 
of the: 

�x 2017 Conditions of Approval 
Independent Environmental Audit 
& EPBC Compliance Audit 
(ERM, 2017) 

Previous IEAs 2017 Conditions of Approval IEA & EPBC 
Compliance Audit (ERM, 2017) 

The 2017 IEA considered compliance with the requirements of 
this element, with the offset secured as a BioBanking site on 1 
February 2017. 

Compliant 

EPBC 2010/5350 �± Condition 5 The person taking the action must provide to the Minister for approval within 1 ye ar of the date of this approval, a plan for the management of the Shale/ Sands tone Transition Forest Offset. The approved 
Shale/ Sandstone Transition Forest Offset Management Plan (the Forest plan) must include but not be limited to:  

a. Specific management measures to control weed species, pest animals , public access and otherwise manage the Shale/ Sandstone Transition Forest Offset so that the ecological condition of the Shale/ 
Sandstone Transition Forest Offset is maintained or enhanced to a higher condi tion than that being lost as a result of this action; 

i. This may be demonstrated through comparisons of floristic diversity and s tructure, vegetation health and/or percentage cover of introduced or weed plants ; 

b. an outline of key milestones and performance objectives;  

c.  measures for annual monitoring of the ongoing quality (as measured agai nst the ecological survey information referred to at Conditions 4 a) of the Shale/ Sandstone Transition Forest Offset and the 
effectiveness of management actions. Reports containing the monitoring res ults must be submitted to the Department within 30 days of every 12 month anniversary of the date the Shale / Sandstone Transition 
Forest Offset is protected in perpetuity or as otherwise agreed to by the Minist er; and  

d. corrective actions and contingency measures to be implemented should moni toring indicate a decrease in the quality of the Shale / Sandstone Transition Fore st conservation offset.   

The approved Forest plan must be implemented within 2 years of the date of th is approval. 

Element Criteria Verification method Evidence Documents sighted Determination Compliance finding 

5.1 Submission of the Bulli Seam Operations Shale Sandstone 
Transition Forest Offset Management Plan to the Minister 
for approval within 1 year of the date of this approval 

Review and document the outcomes 
of the 2014 BSO Project IEA (URS, 
2014). 

Previous IEAs 2014 BSO Project IEA (URS, 2014) The 2017 IEA considered compliance with the requirements of 
this element, with the Shale Sandstone Transition Forest OMP 
approved by the Department on 7 June 2013. 

Compliant 

5.2 Bulli Seam Operations Shale Sandstone Transition Forest 
Offset Management Plan content requirements, per 
Condition 5(a) to 5(d). 

Review of the content of the Bulli 
Seam Operations Shale Sandstone 
Transition Forest Offset Management 
Plan. 

BSO Shale Sandstone Transition 
Forest OMP 

BSO Shale Sandstone Transition Forest OMP (v2, 
November 2024) 

The audit confirmed the Shale Sandstone Transition Forest 
OMP (v2, dated November 2024) has been prepared and 
implemented in accordance with the requirements of 
Conditions 4 and 5 of EPBC 2010/5350 

Compliant 
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5.3 Implementation of the approved Bulli Seam Operations 
Shale Sandstone Transition Forest Offset Management Plan 
within 2 years of the date of the approval. 

Review and document the outcomes 
of the: 

�x Independent Environmental Audit 
2022 Bulli Seams Operations 
(ERM, 2022). 

Previous IEAs IEA 2022 BSO (ERM, 2022) The IEA 2022 reported compliance with this condition. Compliant 

EPBC 2010/5350 �± Condition 5A If the Shale Sandstone Transition Forest is legally secured as a registered NSW B ioBanking site, the management plan developed under the NSW BioBanking Agreement for  that site is an Offset Management 
Plan for the purposes of Condition 4. The annual reporting required under that scheme may be provided to the Department in place of the reports containing monit oring results required at Condition 5c, on the 
proviso that all measures specified in Condition 5 are covered. 

Element Criteria Verification method Evidence Documents sighted Determination Compliance finding 

5A.1 Evidence Shale Sandstone Transition Forest legally secured 
as a registered NSW BioBanking site. 

Review the outcomes of the: 

�x Independent Environmental Audit 
2022 Bulli Seams Operations 
(ERM, 2022) 

Previous IEAs 2017 Conditions of Approval IEA & EPBC 
Compliance Audit (ERM, 2017) 

The 2017 IEA considered compliance with the requirements of 
this element, with the offset secured as a BioBanking site on 1 
February 2017. 

Compliant 

5A.2 Annual reporting required for NSW BioBanking site provided 
to the Department in place of the reports containing 
monitoring results required at Condition 5c. 

Sight evidence confirming annual 
reporting required for NSW 
BioBanking site are provided to the 
Department. 

�x Annual Compliance Reports  

�x Annual Reviews 

�x Annual Compliance Report �± August 
2023 (EPBC 2010/5350) 

�x Annual Compliance Report �± August 
2024 (EPBC 2010/5350)  

�x Annual Compliance Report �± August 
2025 (EPBC 2010/5350) 

�x Appin Mine Annual Review FY23 

�x Appin Mine Annual Review FY24 

�x Appin Mine Annual Review FY25 

The 2022/23, 2023/24 and 2024/25 Shale Sandstone Transition 
Forest OMP (v2, November 2024) monitoring was conducted 
and reported under the requirements of the Biobanking 
Agreement. 

Compliant 

5A.3 Annual reporting for NSW BioBanking site covers all 
measures specified in Condition 5. 

Review annual reports to confirm 
requirements of Condition 5 are 
addressed. 

�x Annual Compliance Reports  

�x Annual Reviews 

�x Annual Compliance Report �± August 
2023 (EPBC 2010/5350) 

�x Annual Compliance Report �± August 
2024 (EPBC 2010/5350)  

�x Annual Compliance Report �± August 
2025 (EPBC 2010/5350) 

�x Appin Mine Annual Review FY23 

�x Appin Mine Annual Review FY24 

�x Appin Mine Annual Review FY25 

Annual reporting covers all measures specified in Condition 5. Compliant 

EPBC 2010/5350 �± Condition 6 Coal Wash Emplacement Staging and Rehabilitation Plan   

The person taking the action must provide a Coal Wash Emplacement Staging and Rehabilitation Plan (the Staging Plan) for the stage 4 coal wash empl acement area to the Minister for approval. Clearing of 
native vegetation for stage 4 coal wash emplacement area must not occ ur until the Staging Plan has been approved by the Minister. The Staging Plan m ust include, but not be limited to:   

a. measures to limit the clearing of native vegetation to no more than 60 hectares;  

b. provision for the progressive staging of coal wash emplacement to ensure at  all times a minimum 100 m wide habitat corridor is maintained linking the Persoonia hirsuta core population with habitat 
adjacent to the stage 4 coal wash emplacement area;  

c. measures to ensure that, if the corridor is to include land previousl y used as stage 4 coal wash emplacement areas (either in whole or in part), native re-vegetation is established to the extent that it 
facilitates the movement of pollination vectors for Persoonia hirsuta;   

d. staging of emplacement from east to west;  

e. provision for progressive rehabilitation of the emplacement area, including through:  

i.  staged clearing of native vegetation within the stage 4 coal wash emplacement area;  

ii. maximising opportunities for natural regeneration, including through salv age, storage and re-use of site top soil and maximising the retention t ime of suitable habitat species within the stage 4 coal wash 
emplacement area adjacent to active emplacement areas to as sist recolonisation of native species to rehabilitated areas;  

iii. key performance objectives for site rehabilitation, including indi cative timelines, performance measures, management actions and responsibil ities and accountabilities;  

iv. planting only endemic species in habitat mixes appropriate for the local surrounding environment, soil, slope and aspect, in accordance with rel evant published guidelines; and  

v. appropriate weed and pest control strategies;  

f. monitoring of rehabilitation actions including, but not limited to, measure s to assess the success of management actions, natural regeneration and re vegetation. The reporting of monitoring results must be 
submitted to the Department within 30 days of every 12 month anniversa ry of the implementation date of the Staging Plan; and  

g. unless otherwise agreed to in writing by the Minister, the Staging Plan must be implemented and remain implemented for a minimum period of 10 y ears at which point a revised plan taking into account the 
monitoring referred to above must be submitted to and approved by the Minister. 

Element Criteria Verification method Evidence Documents sighted Determination Compliance finding 

6.1 Coal Wash Emplacement Staging and Rehabilitation Plan 
(the Staging Plan) for the stage 4 coal wash emplacement 
area provided to the Minister for approval. 

Review of the Coal Wash 
Emplacement Area Management 
Plan (CWEAMP) (v6, dated January 
2025), including approval letters. 

CWEAMP, including relevant 
approvals 

CWEAMP (v6, dated January 2025), including 
approval by the: 

�x DPHI, included in Appendix 7, dated 9 April 
2025 

�x Department, included in Appendix 8, dated 10 
June 2025 

A review of the CWEAMP (v6, dated January 2025) confirms 
the plan is currently being implemented for Stage 3 and covers 
Stage 4, however Stage 4 is not expected to commence until 
2029.  

Approval letters demonstrate the current plan (covering Stage 
3 and 4) was provided to the Minister for approval  

Compliant 
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6.2 The Staging Plan covers requirements of Condition 6(a) to 
6(g) 

N/A �± As above, emplacement area currently in Stage 3 �± Stage 4 is not expected until 2029. 

6.3 The reporting of monitoring results are submitted to the 
Department within 30 days of every 12 month anniversary of 
the implementation date of the Staging Plan. 

N/A �± As above, emplacement area currently in Stage 3 �± Stage 4 is not expected until 2029. 

6.4 The Staging Plan is implemented, and remain implemented 
for a minimum period of 10 years. 

N/A �± As above, emplacement area currently in Stage 3 �± Stage 4 is not expected until 2029. 

6.5 Revised Staging Plan submitted and approved by the 
�0�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U���D�I�W�H�U���D���P�L�Q�L�P�X�P���S�H�U�L�R�G���R�I���������\�H�D�U�V�¶���R�I��
implementation, taking into account monitoring results. 

N/A �± As above, emplacement area currently in Stage 3 �± Stage 4 is not expected until 2029. 

EPBC 2010/5350 �± Condition 7 Southern Brown Bandicoot and Broad-Headed Snake Management Plan or Plans   

Within 1 year of the date of this approval the person taking the action must  provide for the Minister's approval a Southern Brown Bandicoot and Broad-Headed Snake conserva tion management plan or plans. 
The plan or plans must include:  

a. measures to avoid, mitigate and manage impacts on the Southern Brown Bandicoot, Broad-Headed Snake and their habitats occurring as result of the ac tion;  

b. provisions for the contribution of no less than $250 000 (GST exclusive) in funding towards regional Southern Brown Bandicoot and Broad-Headed Snake programs. T his funding must not be expended on 
the measures referred to in condition 6.a.;  

c. a description of actions to be funded and undertaken to inform and/or enhance the conse rvation of these species, including through survey or research, threat abate ment with specific reference to predator 
controls and habitat restoration or rehabilitation, including public reporting or publi cation of information gained by these actions;  

d. a demonstration that management actions to be undertaken will not adversely impact EPBC Act listed species;  

e. a description of funding arrangements or agreements including work programs and res ponsible entities; and   

f. measures for the provision of documentary evidence within 30 days of the funding hav ing been expended and/or that funding commitments have been met.   

The approved plan or plans must be implemented within 2 years of the date of this approval. The clearing of native vegetation for the stage 4 coal wash empla cement cannot occur until the approved plan or 
plans have been implemented. 

Element Criteria Verification method Evidence Documents sighted Determination Compliance finding 

7.1 Broad-Headed Snake and Southern Brown Bandicoot 
�0�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W���3�O�D�Q���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���I�R�U���W�K�H���0�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U�¶�V���D�S�S�U�R�Y�D�O��
within 1 year of the date of the approval. 

Review and document the outcomes 
of the: 

�x 2017 Conditions of Approval 
Independent Environmental Audit 
& EPBC Compliance Audit 
(ERM, 2017) 

Previous IEAs 2017 Conditions of Approval IEA & EPBC 
Compliance Audit (ERM, 2017) 

Reported as compliant during as part of EPBC Compliance 
Audit (ERM, 2017). 

Compliant 

7.2 Broad-Headed Snake and Southern Brown Bandicoot 
Management Plan covers requirements of Condition 7(a) to 
7(f). 

Review of the content of the Broad-
Headed Snake and Southern Brown 
Bandicoot Management Plan. 

Broad-headed Snake and Southern 
Brown Bandicoot Management Plan 

Broad-headed Snake and Southern Brown 
Bandicoot Management Plan (v2, 30/01/2025) 

The audit confirmed the Broad-headed Snake and Southern 
Brown Bandicoot Management Plan (v2, dated 30/01/2025) 
has been prepared and implemented in accordance with 
Condition 7 of EPBC 2010/5350. The Broad-headed Snake 
and Southern Brown Bandicoot Management Plan was 
updated during the audit period as part of a scheduled review, 
with additional detail provided in relation to a Broad-headed 
Snake sighting and the results of agency consultation.  

There were no issues during the audit (i.e. documentary 
review, site inspection and interviews) necessitating revision to 
the Broad-headed Snake and Southern Brown Bandicoot 
Management Plan (v2, dated 30/01/2025), which was 
confirmed to be available on the Project website. 

Compliant 

7.3 Implementation of the approved Broad-Headed Snake and 
Southern Brown Bandicoot Management Plan. 

Review and assess documentation 
verifying implementation of the 
Broad-Headed Snake and Southern 
Brown Bandicoot Management Plan, 
including conduct of interviews and 
site inspections (as relevant). 

�x Annual Compliance 
Reports  

�x Annual Reviews 

�x Annual Compliance Report �± August 
2023 (EPBC 2010/5350) 

�x Annual Compliance Report �± August 
2024 (EPBC 2010/5350)  

�x Annual Compliance Report �± August 
2025 (EPBC 2010/5350) 

�x Appin Mine Annual Review FY23 

�x Appin Mine Annual Review FY24 

�x Appin Mine Annual Review FY25 

The audit confirmed the Broad-headed Snake and Southern 
Brown Bandicoot Management Plan (v2, dated 30/01/2025) 
has been prepared and implemented in accordance with 
Condition 7 of EPBC 2010/5350. 

Two juvenile Broad-headed Snakes (one alive and one 
deceased) were observed in the Appin North switch room in 
January 2024. The snake that was alive exited the 
switchroom of its own accord and did not require relocation. 
As the deceased snake was considered to have died of 
natural causes it was not considered to be an incident that 
required notification to the Planning Secretary. NPWS was 
advised of the find. 

The audit found relevant mitigation measures were 
implemented during the audit period. No non-compliances were 
identified. 

Compliant 
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7.4 Implementation of the approved Broad-Headed Snake and 
Southern Brown Bandicoot Management Plan within 2 years 
of the date of the approval. 

Review and document the outcomes 
of the: 

�x 2017 Conditions of Approval 
Independent Environmental Audit 
& EPBC Compliance Audit 
(ERM, 2017) 

Previous IEAs 2017 Conditions of Approval IEA & EPBC 
Compliance Audit (ERM, 2017) 

Reported as compliant during as part of EPBC Compliance 
Audit (ERM, 2017). 

Compliant 

7.5 Clearing of native vegetation for the stage 4 coal wash 
emplacement area did not occur until the Broad-Headed 
Snake and Southern Brown Bandicoot Management Plan 
was approved by the Minister and being implemented. 

Review and document the outcomes 
of the annual reporting 
documentation. 

�x Broad-headed Snake and 
Southern Brown Bandicoot 
Management Plan 

�x Annual Compliance 
Reports  

�x Annual Reviews  

�x Broad-headed Snake and Southern 
Brown Bandicoot Management Plan 
(v2, 30/01/2025) 

�x Annual Compliance Report �± August 
2023 (EPBC 2010/5350) 

�x Annual Compliance Report �± August 
2024 (EPBC 2010/5350)  

�x Annual Compliance Report �± August 
2025 (EPBC 2010/5350) 

�x Appin Mine Annual Review FY23 

�x Appin Mine Annual Review FY24 

�x Appin Mine Annual Review FY25 

The emplacement area is currently in Stage 3 with Stage 4 is 
not expected to commence until 2029. 

While native vegetation has been cleared in preparation for 
Stage 4 during FY25 (i.e. for test pits); however, this has 
occurred after the approval and implementation of the Broad-
Headed Snake and Southern Brown Bandicoot Management 
Plan. Therefore, the audit has confirmed the Broad-Headed 
Snake and Southern Brown Bandicoot Management Plan was 
approved by the Minister and was being implemented prior to 
clearing for Stage 4 coal wash emplacement area. 

Compliant 

EPBC 2010/5350 �± Condition 8 Surface and Ground Water Quality Monitoring and Adaptive Management Plan   

The person taking the action must provide a Surface and Ground Water Quality Monitori ng and Adaptive Management Plan (the Water Plan) to the Minister for approval by 30 September 2012. Clearing of native 
vegetation for the stage 4 coal wash emplacement area and new mining activi ties beneath water courses containing habitat for EPBC Act listed species cannot occur until or unless the Water Plan has been 
approved and implemented. The Water Plan must:  

a. provide a monitoring and adaptive management framework that will identify  potential water related impacts of the action on EPBC Act listed spec ies and their habitat;  

b. contain a review of the ecological system that defines the ecological  assets, functions and habitats to be protected and establish pre-mini ng baseline conditions; 

c. detail strategies and actions for maintaining, enhancing, and if re quired, restoring ecological assets, functions and habitats, for dependent E PBC Act listed species and their habitat including but not limited 
to the Macquarie Perch in Brennans Creek and the Georges and Nepean Rivers; 

d. define ecological outcomes and performance objectives;  

e. identify water requirements (volume, timing, duration, frequency, qual ity) for meeting ecological outcomes and performance objectives;  

f. identify monitoring, evaluating and reporting mechanisms including com prehensive water quality monitoring, incorporating the stage 4 coal wash emplacem ent area, that includes: 

i) detailed baseline data;  

ii) monitoring methods, location and effort;  

iii) specific performance indicators that will be used to judge performance,  or guide the implementation of any required management measures; and  

iv) a program to monitor and report on the impacts and environmental performa nce of the action and effectiveness of management measures;  

g. identify requirements for adaptive management actions to achieve performa nce objectives and ecological outcomes, including a description of the  measures that would be implemented to achieve these;  

h. include contingency plan(s) to manage any unpredicted impacts and their consequenc es;  

i. include a program to investigate and implement ways to improve the environ mental performance of the project over time; and  

j. include protocols for periodic review of the plan and annual reporting to the Min ister. 

Element Criteria Verification method Evidence Documents sighted Determination Compliance finding 

8.1 The Water Plan (i.e. AMP for Water Sensitive EPBC Listed 
Species) is being implemented 

Review and assess documentation 
verifying implementation of the AMP 
for Water Sensitive EPBC Listed 
Species, including conduct of 
interviews and site inspections (as 
relevant). 

�x Annual Compliance Reports  

�x Annual Reviews 

�x Annual Compliance Report �± August 2023 
(EPBC 2010/5350) 

�x Annual Compliance Report �± August 2024 
(EPBC 2010/5350)  

�x Annual Compliance Report �± August 2025 
(EPBC 2010/5350) 

�x Appin Mine Annual Review FY23 

�x Appin Mine Annual Review FY24 

�x Appin Mine Annual Review FY25 

The audit confirmed the Adaptive Management Plan (AMP) for 
Water Sensitive EPBC Listed Species (v1.2 dated 19 July 
2024) has been prepared and implemented in accordance with 
Condition 8 of EPBC 2010/5350.  

The compliance reports indicates all water-related 
�U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���R�E�O�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q�V���Z�H�U�H���F�O�D�V�V�L�I�L�H�G���D�V���µ�L�Q���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�¶���L�Q��
the 2023, 2024 and 2025 reports.  

Annual Compliance Reviews and Annual Reviews for the audit 
�S�H�U�L�R�G���V�W�D�W�H���µ�Q�R���L�P�S�D�F�W�V���R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�G�¶���L�Q���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�H�U�U�H�V�W�U�L�D�O��
ecology and aquatic ecology in relation to the Project, with no 
adaptive management strategies within the AMP for Water 
Sensitive EPBC Listed Species (v1.2 dated 19 July 2024) 
triggered during the audit period. 

Compliant 

8.2 The AMP for Water Sensitive EPBC Listed Species 
provided to the Minister for approval by 30 September 2012. 

Review and document the outcomes 
of the 2014 BSO Project IEA (URS, 
2014). 

Previous IEAs 2014 BSO Project IEA (URS, 2014) The Surface and Ground Water Quality Monitoring and 
Adaptive Management Plan (September, 2012) was submitted 
30 September 2012, confirming compliance with this 
requirement. 

Compliant 

8.3 Clearing of native vegetation for the stage 4 coal wash 
emplacement area did not occur until the AMP for Water 
Sensitive EPBC Listed Species was approved by the 
Minister and being implemented 

Review and document the outcomes 
of the annual reporting 
documentation. 

AMP for Water Sensitive EPBC Listed 
Species 

AMP for Water Sensitive EPBC Listed Species 
(v1.2, dated October 2024), including approval by 
the Department (dated 3/07/2014, 29/08/2018, 
28/01/2021, and 10/09/2024) 

The emplacement area is currently being constructed in Stage 
3 �± Stage 4 is not expected until 2029. Therefore, the audit has 
confirmed the AMP for Water Sensitive EPBC Listed Species 
(v1.2, dated October 2024) was approved by the Minister and 
was being implemented prior to clearing for Stage 4 coal wash 
emplacement area. 

Compliant 
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8.4 The AMP for Water Sensitive EPBC Listed Species covers 
requirements of Condition 8(a) to (j). 

Review of the content of AMP for 
Water Sensitive EPBC Listed 
Species. 

AMP for Water Sensitive EPBC Listed 
Species 

AMP for Water Sensitive EPBC Listed Species 
(v1.2, dated October 2024) 

The audit confirmed the Adaptive Management Plan (AMP) for 
Water Sensitive EPBC Listed Species (v1.2, dated October 
2024) has been prepared and implemented in accordance with 
Condition 8 of EPBC 2010/5350. The AMP for Water Sensitive 
EPBC Listed Species was revised twice during the audit 
period, as follows: 

�x v1 (dated February 2024): General update in accordance 
with three-yearly review period, with updates being: 

�‚ inclusion of roles and responsibilities 

�‚ removal of reference to change from the former 
Threatened Species Act 1995 (NSW) to the 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 (NSW) 

�‚ revision of relevant standards and inclusion of mining 
leases 

�‚ reference to the Appin Mine Areas 7 and 9 Longwalls 
709 to 711 and 905 Extraction Plan (v1.2, dated July 
2022) 

�‚ for figures and plans with updated species records 

�‚ revision of monitoring in Nepean River, which was 
reduced as mining operations moved away from the 
Nepean River 

�‚ progress of WTP and Georges River subsidence 
remediation 

�‚ remediation methodologies for subsidence impact 

�‚ inclusion of new LDPs and water quality limits 

�‚ Inclusion of reference to AMVA Project and Annual 
Rehabilitation Report 

�x v1.1 (dated July 2024): Updated to address comments 
from the Cth DCCEEW (dated 15 May 2024 and 18 July 
2024). 

�x v1.2 (dated October 2024): Updated with administrative 
changes and to reflect organisational changes from 
South32 to GM3. 

There were no issues during the audit (i.e. documentary 
review, site inspection and interviews) necessitating revision to 
the AMP for Water Sensitive EPBC Listed Species (v1.2, dated 
October 2024), which was confirmed to be available on the 
Project website. 

Compliant 

EPBC 2010/5350 �± Condition 9 Mine Closure Environmental Management Plan   

No less than 3 years prior to the date of expected closure of the mine, the  person taking the action must submit to the Minister for approval an env ironmental management plan that sets out any required 
actions and responsibilities to ensure the closure of the mine does not result in on -going adverse impacts (post closure) to EPBC Act listed species. T he approved plan must be implemented until the person 
taking the action can provide evidence that no further actions are required and ces sation is agreed to in writing by the Minister. 

Element Criteria Verification method Evidence Documents sighted Determination Compliance finding 

9.1 Mine Closure Environmental Management Plan submitted to 
the Minister for approval at least 3 years prior to the date of 
expected closure of the mine. 

N/A �± Closure of the mine is not expected until at least 15 May 2042, as such this condition has not been triggered. 

9.2 The approved Mine Closure Environmental Management 
Plan is being implemented 

N/A �± Closure of the mine is not expected until at least 15 May 2042, as such this condition has not been triggered. 

EPBC 2010/5350 �± Condition 10 At the cessation of mining activities, all portals and vent shafts are to be closed, decommissioned or capped in manner that prevents the death or inj ury of EPBC listed bats. 

Element Criteria Verification method Evidence Documents sighted Determination Compliance finding 

10.1 All portals and vent shafts have been closed, 
decommissioned or capped in manner that prevents the 
death or injury of EPBC listed bats. 

N/A �± Closure of the mine is not expected until at least 15 May 2042, as such this condition has not been triggered. 
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EPBC 2010/5350 �± Condition 11 Shapefiles 

The person taking the action must provide the Department with offset attributes, shapefiles and textual descriptions and maps to clearly define the location and boundaries  of the Persoonia hirsuta and Shale / 
Sandstone Transition offsets required as a result of this approval. These must be provided within 30 days of the protection in perpetuity of these areas 

Element Criteria Verification method Evidence Documents sighted Determination Compliance finding 

11.1 Shapefiles with offset attributes, shapefiles and textual 
descriptions and maps to clearly define the location and 
boundaries of the Persoonia hirsuta and Shale / Sandstone 
Transition offsets provided to the Department within 30 days 
of the protection in perpetuity of these areas. 

Review and document the outcomes 
of the 2014 BSO Project IEA (URS, 
2014). 

Previous IEAs 2014 BSO Project IEA (URS, 2014) The 2014 IEA confirmed ICHPL emailed the Department on 26 
November 2013 concerning the Persoonia hirsuta and Shale / 
Sandstone Transition offsets attributes, namely, shapefiles and 
textual description and maps prior to legal offset security and 
associated 15 May 2014 deadline. 

Compliant 

EPBC 2010/5350 �± Condition 12 Notification of Actual Date of Commencement   

Within 30 days after the commencement of the action, the person taking the ac tion must advise the Department in writing of the actual date of comme ncement. 

Element Criteria Verification method Evidence Documents sighted Determination Compliance finding 

12.1 The Department notified in writing of the actual date of 
commencement, with 30 days after commencement of the 
action. 

Review and document the outcomes 
of the 2014 BSO Project IEA (URS, 
2014). 

Previous IEAs 2014 BSO Project IEA (URS, 2014) The 2014 IEA confirmed ICHPL advised the Department on 31 
May 2012 within 30 days of the actual date of commencement 
(i.e. 15 May 2012). 

Compliant 

EPBC 2010/5350 �± Condition 13 Publication Requirements   

Unless otherwise agreed to or instructed in writing by the Minister, the pe rson taking the action must publish all management plans, reports, strategie s or agreements (however described) required by these 
conditions of approval on their website. Each management plan, report, strategy o r agreement must be published on the website within 30 days of being approved. 

Element Criteria Verification method Evidence Documents sighted Determination Compliance finding 

13.1 All management plans, reports, strategies or agreements 
(however described) required by these conditions of 
approval are available on the Project website. 

Sight evidence all management 
plans, reports, strategies or 
agreements are available on the 
Project website. 

Project website: https://gm3.au/appin-
mine/  

All required documents as available on the Project 
website: https://gm3.au/appin-mine/ 

All of the required documents were found to be available on 
the Project website in a clear and logical manner 

Compliant 

13.2 Each management plan, report, strategy or agreement was 
published on the Project website within 30 days of being 
approved. 

Sight evidence management plans, 
reports, strategies or agreements 
approved or revised during the audit 
period were published on the website 
within 30 days of being approved. 

�x Internal ICHPL email 
correspondence 

�x Broad-headed Snake and 
Southern Brown Bandicoot 
Management Plan (v2, dated 
30/01/2025)  

�x CWEAMP (v6, dated January 
2025) 

�x Project website: 
https://gm3.au/appin-mine/ 

�x Internal ICHPL email correspondence (dated 
12/06/2025) requesting upload of the Broad-
headed Snake and Southern Brown Bandicoot 
Management Plan (v2, dated 30/01/2025) and 
the CWEAMP (v6, dated January 2025) to the 
Project website 

�x Internal ICHPL email correspondence (dated 
16 June 2025), confirming upload of Broad-
headed Snake and Southern Brown Bandicoot 
Management Plan (v2, dated 30/01/2025) and 
the CWEAMP (v6, dated January 2025) 

A review of the Project website confirmed all required 
documents are published and available online. 

Sample email correspondence provided by ICHPL 
demonstrates the Broad-Headed Snake and Southern Brown 
Bandicoot Management Plan and the CWEAMP were 
uploaded within the 30-day timeframe.  

Compliant 

EPBC 2010/5350 �± Condition 14 Compliance Report  

Within three months of every 12 month anniversary of the commencement of the action, the person taking the action must publish a report on their websi te addressing compliance with each of the conditions 
of this approval, including implementation of any management plans as spec ified in the conditions. Documentary evidence providing proof of the date of publica tion and non-compliance with any of the 
conditions of this approval must be provided to the Department at the same time as the compliance report is published. 

Element Criteria Verification method Evidence Documents sighted Determination Compliance finding 

14.1 Preparation of a compliance report every 12-month period 
following action commencement date. 

Comparison of the date of action 
commencement or that agreed in 
writing by the Minister and the dates 
of subsequent compliance reports. 

�x Email correspondence with the 
Department 

�x Annual Compliance Reports 

�x Email correspondence (dated 15 August 2023) 
delivered to the Department containing the 
2023 compliance report and confirming its 
upload to the Project website  

�x Email correspondence (dated 13 August 2024) 
delivered to the Department containing the 
2024 compliance report and confirming its 
upload to the Project website  

�x Email correspondence (dated 12 August 2025) 
delivered to the Department containing the 
2025 compliance report and confirming its 
upload to the Project website  

�x Annual Compliance Report �± August 2023 
(EPBC 2010/5350) 

�x Annual Compliance Report �± August 2024 
(EPBC 2010/5350)  

�x Annual Compliance Report �± August 2025 
(EPBC 2010/5350) 

A review of the 2023, 2024 and 2025 EPBC Compliance 
Reports and the email correspondence confirms their 
preparation and provision on the Project website is within the 
required timeframe and prior to 15 August each year. 

Compliant 

14.2 Publication of prepared compliance reports within 60 
business days following the relevant 12-month period 

Sight the publication date of the 
compliance report for the audit 
period. 

As above As above As above Compliant 
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14.3 Documentary evidence providing proof of the date of 
publication and non-compliance with any of the conditions of 
approval at the same time the compliance report was 
published 

Comparison between publication 
date of compliance report for the 
audit period and email notification to 
the Department of that publication. 

As above As above As above Compliant 

EPBC 2010/5350 �± Condition 15 Accurate Records Must be Maintained   

The person taking the action must maintain accurate records substantiating a ll activities associated with or relevant to the conditions of approva l, including measures taken to implement any management 
plan, report, strategy or agreement required by this approval, and make them av ailable upon request to the Department. Such records may be subject to a udit by the Department or an independent auditor in 
accordance with section 458 of the EPBC Act, or used to verify compli ance with the conditions of approval. Summaries of audits will be posted on the  Department's website. The results of audits may also be 
publicised through the general media. 

Element Criteria Verification method Evidence Documents sighted Determination Compliance finding 

15.1 Maintenance of compliance records Sighting compliance records (i.e., 
records associated with the 
management plans as described 
above and other records as 
applicable) and assess evidence of 
implementation. 

�x Project website: 
https://gm3.au/appin-mine/  

�x 2014 BSO Project IEA (URS, 
2014) 

�x Annual Compliance Reports 

�x Annual Reviews 

�x Research reports 

�x 2014 BSO Project IEA (URS, 2014) 

�x 2017 Conditions of Approval IEA & EPBC 
Compliance Audit (ERM, 2017) 

�x IEA 2019 BSO (ERM, 2019) 

�x IEA 2022 BSO (ERM, 2022) 

�x Annual Compliance Report �± August 2023 
(EPBC 2010/5350) 

�x Annual Compliance Report �± August 2024 
(EPBC 2010/5350)  

�x Annual Compliance Report �± August 2025 
(EPBC 2010/5350) 

�x Appin Mine Annual Review FY23 

�x Appin Mine Annual Review FY24 

�x Appin Mine Annual Review FY25 

�x Persoonia Puzzle: Research Report on the 
Conservation Biology of Persoonia hirsuta 
(Haynes and Gregory, June 2021) 

This audit (see above assessment against conditions) and 
previous audits were reviewed on the company website. All 
records required under this condition were identified.  

No non-compliances were identified. 

Compliant 

EPBC 2010/5350 �± Condition 16 Minister's Approval of the Modification to a Management Plan, Report, Stra tegy or Agreement  

The approval holder may, at any time, apply to the Minister for a vari ation to an action management plan approved by the Minister under condition 6, 7, and, 9 or as subsequently revised in accordance with 
these conditions, by submitting an application in accordance with the requi rements of section 143A of the EPBC Act. If the Minister approves a  revised action management plan (RAMP) then, from the date 
specified, the approval holder must implement the RAMP in place of the previous acti on management plan. 

Element Criteria Verification method Evidence Documents sighted Determination Compliance finding 

16.1 Application to vary an action management plan approved by 
the Minister under Conditions 6, 7 and 9 in accordance with 
the requirements of section 143A of the EPBC Act. 

Sight evidence of submission of 
application in accordance with the 
requirements of section 143A of the 
EPBC Act. 

�x Correspondence and submission 
packages delivering revised plans 
to the Department�¶�V post approval 
inbox 

�x Approval of revised plans by the 
Department 

Correspondence and submission packages 
�G�H�O�L�Y�H�U�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W�¶�V���S�R�V�W���D�S�S�U�R�Y�D�O���L�Q�E�R�[��
for: 

�x Email dated 2 May 2025 submitting the revised 
Persoonia hirsuta OMP (v2, dated May 2025) 
for review and approval, with approval by the 
Department dated 29 September 2025 

�x Email dated 26 June 2024 submitting the 
revised Broad-headed Broad-headed Snake 
and Southern Brown Bandicoot Management 
Plan (v2, dated 30 January 2025) for review 
and approval, with approval by the Department 
dated 10 June 2025 

�x Email dated 2 May 2025 submitting the revised 
Biodiversity Management Plan (v3, May 2025) 
for review and approval, with approval 
considered not required per email 
correspondence dated 21 May 2025 

�x Email dated 26 June 2024 submitting the 
revised Coal Wash Emplacement Area 
Management Plan (v6, January 2025) for 
review and approval, with approval by the 
Department dated 10 June 2025 

�x Email chain confirming submission of the 
revised AMP for Water Sensitive EPBC Listed 
Species (v1.2, dated October 2024) on 22 
February 2024 for review and approval, with 
approval by the Department dated 10 
September 2024 

Conduct of the audit confirmed application packages satisfy 
the requirements. 

Compliant 

16.2 Approval of the Minister for revised action management 
plans required under Conditions 6, 7 and 9. 

Sight evidence of approval of the 
Minister action management plans, 
as relevant (i.e. revised during the 
audit period). 

Conduct of the audit confirmed approval has been received for 
all plans which require it. 

Compliant 



 

Project approval MP08_0150 Independent Environmental Audit 2025 G-9 

CONDITIONS OF EPBC ACT APPROVAL �± EPBC 2010/5350 

EPBC 2010/5350 �± Condition 16A The approval holder may choose to revise an action management plan approved by the Mi nister under condition 6, 7 and 9 or as subsequently revised in accordance wit h these conditions, without submitting it 
for approval under section 143A of the EPBC Act, if the taking of the action in accordance with the RAMP would not be likely to have a new or increased impac t. 

Element Criteria Verification method Evidence Documents sighted Determination Compliance finding 

16A.1 Compliance with requirements of Condition 16B. Confirm compliance with the 
requirements of Condition 16B, as 
relevant. 

�x Email correspondence with the 
Department 

�x BMP 

�x Email dated 2 May 2025 submitting the revised 
Biodiversity Management Plan (v3, May 2025) 
for review and approval, with approval 
considered not required per email 
correspondence dated 21 May 2025 

�x BMP (v3, dated May 2025) 

The updated BMP and notification was provided to the 
Department in accordance with the requirements of Condition 
16B. 

Compliant 

EPBC 2010/5350 �± Condition 16B If the approval holder makes the choice under condition 16A to revise an act ion management plan without submitting it for approval, the approval holder must:   

a. notify the Department in writing that the approved action management plan has been revised and provide the Department with :  

i. an electronic copy of the RAMP 

ii. an electronic copy of the RAMP marked up with track changes to s how the differences between the approved action management plan and the RAMP 

iii. an explanation of the differences between the approved action management  plan and the RAMP 

iv. the reasons the approval holder considers that taking the action in accordance wi th the RAMP would not be likely to have a new or increased impact  

v. written notice of the date on which the approval holder will implement the RA MP (RAMP implementation date), being at least 20 business days a fter the date of providing notice of the revision of the action 
management plan, or a date agreed to in writing with the Department.  

b. subject to condition 16D, implement the RAMP from the RAMP imple mentation date. 

Element Criteria Verification method Evidence Documents sighted Determination Compliance finding 

16B.1 Notification to the Department in writing that an approved 
action management plan has been revised, including 
provision of relevant documents. 

Sight evidence of notification, 
including provision of relevant 
documentation. 

Per Condition 16A.1 Per Condition 16A.1 Per Condition 16A.1 Compliant 

16B.2 Implementation of revised action management plan. Review and assess documentation 
verifying implementation of the 
revised action management plan, 
including conduct of interviews and 
site inspections (as relevant). 

�x Annual Reviews 

�x Annual Compliance Reports 

�x Annual Rehabilitation Reports 

�x BMP 

�x Audit interviews 

�x Audit inspection 

�x Annual Compliance Report �± August 2023 
(EPBC 2010/5350) 

�x Annual Compliance Report �± August 2024 
(EPBC 2010/5350)  

�x Annual Compliance Report �± August 2025 
(EPBC 2010/5350) 

�x Appin Mine Annual Review FY23 

�x Appin Mine Annual Review FY24 

�x Appin Mine Annual Review FY25 

�x Appin Colliery Annual Rehabilitation Report 
Friday 1 July 2022 to Friday 30 June 2023 

�x Appin Colliery Annual Rehabilitation Report 
Saturday 1 July 2023 to Sunday 30 June 2024 

�x Appin Colliery Annual Rehabilitation Report 
Monday 1 July 2024 to Monday 30 June 2025 

�x Email dated 2 May 2025 submitting the revised 
Biodiversity Management Plan (v3, May 2025) 
for review and approval, with approval 
considered not required per email 
correspondence dated 21 May 2025 

�x Audit interviews completed on 14 and 15 
October 2025 

�x Audit inspection completed on 14 and 15 
October 2025 

A review of annual compliance and review documents and 
required monitoring confirmed the BMP is being implemented 
as per the revised plan. 

Site interviews and conduct of the site inspection confirmed 
documentary evidence and implementation of the BMP. 

Compliant 

EPBC 2010/5350 �± Condition 16C The approval holder may revoke its choice to implement a RAMP under condit ion 16A at any time by giving written notice to the Department . If the approval holder revokes the choice under condition 16A, the 
approval holder must implement the action management plan in force immed iately prior to the revision undertaken under condition 16A. 

Element Criteria Verification method Evidence Documents sighted Determination Compliance finding 

16C.1 Written notice to the Department revoking choice to 
implement a revised action management plan under action 
management plan. 

N/A �± Conduct of interviews confirmed this condition has not been triggered. 
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EPBC 2010/5350 �± Condition 16D If the Minister gives a notice to the approval holder that the Minister is sati sfied that the taking of the action in accordance with the RAMP would be like ly to have a new or increased impact, then:  

a. condition 16A does not apply, or ceases to apply, in relation to the RA MP  

b. the approval holder must implement the action management plan specified by t he Minister in the notice. 

Element Criteria Verification method Evidence Documents sighted Determination Compliance finding 

16D.1 Compliance with notice received from Minister that the 
taking of the action in accordance with the RAMP would be 
likely to have a new or increased impact. 

N/A - Conduct of the audit and interviews confirm this condition has not been triggered with the Department considering that the changes to the BMP, as provided under the RAMP notification, would not constitute a new or 
increased impact as a result of the changes. No other revisions to the management plans indicated a new or increased impact associated with the approved action. 

EPBC 2010/5350 �± Condition 16E At the time of giving the notice under condition 16D, the Minister may als o notify that for a specified period of time, condition 16A does not apply  for one or more specified action management plans.  

Note: conditions 16A, 16B, 16C, 16D and 16E are not intended to lim it the operation of section 143A of the EPBC Act which allows the approval holder to submit a revised action management plan, at any time, 
to the Minister for approval. 

Element Criteria Verification method Evidence Documents sighted Determination Compliance finding 

16E.1 Compliance with notice received from Minister that condition 
16A does not apply for one or more specified action 
management plans. 

Conduct of interviews to confirm if 
this condition has been triggered. 

�x Audit interviews completed 14 and 
15 October 2025 

�x Correspondence with the 
Department 

�x BMP 

�x Email dated 2 May 2025 submitting the 
revised Biodiversity Management Plan (v3, 
May 2025) for review and approval, with 
approval considered not required per email 
correspondence dated 21 May 2025 

�x Audit interviews completed 14 and 15 October 
2025 

BMP did not trigger the need for new ministerial approval, as 
provided in the email correspondence receiver from DCCEEW. 

Compliant 

EPBC 2010/5350 �± Condition 17 Minister's Modification to a Management Plan, Report, Strategy or Agreement    

If the Minister believes that it is necessary or convenient for the bett er protection of controlling provisions listed in this decision instrument to do so,  the Minister may request that the person taking the action 
make specified revisions to the management plan, report, strategy or agreem ent specified in the conditions and submit the revised management plan, report, str ategy or agreement for the Minister's written 
approval. The person taking the action must comply with any such request. The revis ed approved management plan, report, strategy or agreement must be implemente d. Unless the Minister has approved the 
revised management plan, report, strategy or agreement, then the person ta king the action must continue to implement the management plan, report, strategy or a greement originally approved, as specified in 
the conditions. 

Element Criteria Verification method Evidence Documents sighted Determination Compliance finding 

17.1 �0�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U�¶�V���U�H�T�X�H�V�W���W�R���P�D�N�H���V�S�H�F�L�I�L�H�G���U�H�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�V���W�R���W�K�H��
management plan, report, strategy or agreement. 

N/A - Conduct of interviews confirmed this condition had not been triggered for the audit period. 

17.2 Evidence of submission of revised management plan, 
�U�H�S�R�U�W�����V�W�U�D�W�H�J�\���R�U���D�J�U�H�H�P�H�Q�W���I�R�U���0�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U�¶�V���D�S�S�U�R�Y�D�O�� 

N/A �± As above. 

17.2 Implementation of revised management plan, report, 
�V�W�U�D�W�H�J�\���R�U���D�J�U�H�H�P�H�Q�W���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���0�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U�¶�V���D�S�S�U�R�Y�D�O�� 

N/A �± As above. 

EPBC 2010/5350 �± Condition 18 Independent Auditor   

By the end of 31 December 2013 and every three years thereafter, unle ss the Minister directs otherwise, the person taking the action must comm ission and pay the full cost of an independent environmental 
audit of the project. This audit must:   

a. be conducted by a suitably qualified, experienced and independent team of  experts whose appointment has been endorsed by the Minister;   

b. include consultation with relevant State agencies;  

c. assess the environmental performance of the project and assess whether it is complying with the requirements in this approval (including any asses sment, plan or program (however described) required 
under this approval);  

d. review the adequacy of strategies, plans or programs required under the aboveme ntioned approvals;  

e. recommend appropriate measures or actions to improve the environmental perf ormance of the action, and/or any assessment, plan or program required under the above mentioned approvals; and  

f. audit criteria must be agreed to by the Minister.  

g. Within 6 weeks of the completion of this audit, or as otherwise a greed by the Minister, the person taking the action must submit a copy of the  audit report to the Minister. The audit report must address the 
criteria to the satisfaction of the Minister.   

Note: The audit team must be led by a suitably qualified auditor and include expert s in any field specified by the Minister. 

Element Criteria Verification method Evidence Documents sighted Determination Compliance finding 

18.1 2022 independent audit undertaken within three years of the 
2019 independent audit. 

Review of dates for the independent 
2019 and 2022 independent audits. 

Previous IEAs, including associated 
correspondence 

�x IEA 2019 BSO (ERM, 2019) 

�x 2019 BSO IEA, South32 Illawarra Metallurgical 
Coal (IMC) Action Response Table 

�x IEA 2022 BSO (ERM, 2022) 

�x 2022 BSO IEA Action Response Table 

Conduct of the audit has confirmed compliance with the 
requirements of this element. 

Compliant 

18.2 2022 independent audit team endorsed by the Minister Sight evidence of endorsement by 
the Minister. 

Previous IEAs, including associated 
correspondence 

IEA 2022 BSO (ERM, 2022), including letter 
received from the Department approving the team 
of experts nominated for the 2022 IEA (dated 5 
August 2022) 

The correspondence and approval letter sighted confirmed the 
audit team was endorsed. 

Compliant 
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18.3 2022 independent audit criteria agreed to by the Minister. Sight evidence of agreement of 
criteria by the Minister. 

Previous IEAs, including associated 
correspondence 

IEA 2022 BSO (ERM, 2022), letter received from 
the Department approving the audit criteria (dated 
24 November 2022) 

The correspondence and approval letter sighted confirmed the 
audit criteria was endorsed. 

Compliant 

18.4 2022 independent audit addresses requirements of 
Condition 18(a) to 18(g). 

Review of the 2022 independent 
audit. 

Previous IEAs IEA 2022 BSO (ERM, 2022) A review of the 2022 IEA report confirms clauses 18(a) to 
18(g) are addressed. 

Compliant 

18.5 A copy of the 2022 independent audit submitted to the 
Minister within 6 weeks of completion. 

Sight evidence of submission date of 
2022 independent audit against 
completion date. 

Previous IEAs, including associated 
correspondence 

�x IEA 2022 BSO (ERM, 2022) 

�x 2022 BSO IEA Action Response Table 
submission email to the Department (dated 21 
December 2022) 

As the 2022 IEA report period was 25 October 2019 to 11 
November 2022 and the 2022 IEA report was published and 
submitted to the Minister on 21 December 2022, the Project is 
compliant with this condition as this is within the six week 
timeframe. 

Compliant 

18.6 2022 independent audit addressed criteria to the satisfaction 
of the Minister. 

Sight evidence of satisfaction of 
Minister with the 2022 independent 
audit. 

Previous IEAs, including associated 
correspondence 

Letter from the Department approving the audit 
criteria (dated 24 November 2022). 

The correspondence and approval letter sighted confirmed the 
audit criteria was endorsed and the audit was carried out per 
the approved audit criteria. 

No further correspondence was received from the minister. 

Compliant 

EPBC 2010/5350 �± Condition 19 Unsatisfactory Commencement of Action   

If, at any time after 5 years from the date of this approval, the pers on taking the action has not substantially commenced the action, then the p erson taking the action must not substantially commence the 
action without the written agreement of the Ministe r. 

Element Criteria Verification method Evidence Documents sighted Determination Compliance finding 

19.1 Commencement of the action within 5 years from the date of 
the approval. 

N/A - Work commenced on 15 May 2012 as per date of commencement letter sent to the Department, therefore this condition was not triggered. 
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Condition Details Compliance 
status 

Relevant evidence Commentary 

1 Administrative Conditions 

A1 What the licence authorises and regulates 

A1.1  This licence authorises the carrying out of the scheduled activities listed below at the premises 
specified in A2. The activities are listed according to their scheduled activity classification, fee-based 
activity classification and the scale of the operation. 

Unless otherwise further restricted by a condition of this licence, the scale at which the activity is 
carried out must not exceed the maximum scale specified in this condition. 

 

compliant �x Annual reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25 

�x EPL Annual Returns for 2022/2023, 2023/2024 and 2024/2025 

�x Site inspection completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

As BSO extracted: 

�x FY23 �± 3.787 Mt 

�x FY24 �± 3.707 Mt 

�x FY25 �± 4.389 Mt 

Compliance with this EPL condition has been achieved. 

 

A2 Premises or plant to which this licence applies 

A2.1 The licence applies to the following premises: 

 

 
Note: In addition to the land set out in the premises details table above, this licence also applies to 
underground coal mining areas as set out in the following leases, licences and authorisations. 

(a) 

�‡���&�R�D�O���/�H�D�V�H�������� 

�‡���&�R�D�O���/�H�D�V�H�������� 

�‡���&�R�Q�V�R�O�L�G�D�W�H�G���&�R�D�O���/�H�D�V�H�������� 

�‡���&�R�Q�V�R�O�L�G�D�W�H�G���&�R�D�O���/�H�D�V�H�������� 

�‡���0�L�Q�L�Q�J���3�X�U�S�R�V�H�V���/�H�D�V�H�������� 

�‡���0�L�Q�L�Q�J���3�X�U�S�R�V�H�V���/�H�D�V�H�������� 

�‡���0�L�Q�L�Q�J���/�H�D�V�H���������� 

�‡���0�L�Q�L�Q�J���/�H�D�V�H���������� 

�‡���0�L�Q�L�Q�J���/�H�D�V�H���������� 

�‡���0�L�Q�L�Q�J���/�H�D�V�H���������� 

�‡���0�L�Q�L�Q�J���/�H�D�V�H���������� 

�‡���0�L�Q�L�Q�J���/�H�D�V�H���������� 

�‡���0�L�Q�L�Q�J���/�H�D�V�H���������� 

�‡���0�L�Q�L�Q�J���/�H�D�V�H���������� 

�‡���(�[�S�O�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q���/�L�F�H�Q�F�H���������� 

�‡���$�X�W�K�R�U�L�V�D�W�L�R�Q�������� 

compliant �x Annual reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25 

�x EPL Annual Returns for 2022/2023, 2023/2024 and 2024/2025 

�x site inspection completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x SIX Maps/SEED Portal 

The premises are suitably mapped and described in the relevant 
management plans as well as on the interactive map found on the 
community portal: https://community.gm3.au/appin-mine-plan  
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�‡���$�X�W�K�R�U�L�V�D�W�L�R�Q�������� 

and 

(b) for which all necessary consents or approvals for mining for coal have been obtained (including 
any consent or approval required under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979). 

The premise also includes the Ventilation Shaft numbers 1 and 2 site with the following lot and DP 
numbers. 

Lot 31 DP864032 

The premises also includes the Ventilation Shaft 3 site with the following lot and DP numbers. 

Lot 51 DP1161552 

The premises also includes the Ventilation Shaft 6 site located approximately 0.5 km east of Douglas 
Park township with the following lot and DP numbers. 

Lot 1 DP121322 

Lot 1 DP576136 

Lot 1 DP583323 

Lot 2 DP576136 

Lot 35 DP8999 

Lot 37 DP8738 

Lot A DP421246 

The premises also includes the Ventilation Shaft 7 and 8 site located at 345 Menangle Road, 
Menangle with the following lot and DP number.  

Lot 20A DP4450  

The premises also includes the North Cliff mine pit top with the following lot and DP number. 

Lot 7014 DP1030829  

The premises also includes the Douglas Park sub-station with the following lot and DP number.  

Lot 1 DP583323 

A3 Other activities 

A3.1 This licence applies to all other activities carried on at the premises, including: 

 

compliant �x Annual reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25 

�x EPL Annual Returns for 2022/2023, 2023/2024 and 2024/2025 

�x site inspection completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

The Annual Review documents for the audit period confirmed resource 
recovery and electricity generation works are occurring at BSO with 
methane recovery being transferred to Energy Developments Limited. 

 

A4 Information supplied to the EPA 

A4.1 Works and activities must be carried out in accordance with the proposal contained in the licence 
application, except as expressly provided by a condition of this licence. 

In this condition the reference to "the licence application" includes a reference to: 

a) the applications for any licences (including former pollution control approvals) which this licence 
replaces under the Protection of the Environment Operations (Savings and Transitional) Regulation 
1998; and 

b) the licence information form provided by the licensee to the EPA to assist the EPA in connection 
with the issuing of this licence. 

note NA noted 

2 Discharges to Air and Water and Applications to Land 

P1 Location of monitoring/discharge points and areas 

P1.1 The following points referred to in the table below are identified in this licence for the purposes of 
monitoring and/or the setting of limits for the emission of pollutants to the air from the point. 

 

compliant �x Bulli Seam Operations 14-day Monitoring Report 

�x Appin Mine Air quality and Greenhouse Gas Management Plan 
(AQGHGMP), Version 4 dated December 2024 

�x Annual reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25 

�x Appin Mine Environmental Management Strategy (EMS), Version 2 dated 
December 2024 

�x EPL Annual Returns for 2022/2023, 2023/2024 and 2024/2025 

 

Monitoring is carried out at the nominated sites. 
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P1.2 The following utilisation areas referred to in the table below are identified in this licence for the 
purposes of the monitoring and/or the setting of limits for any application of solids or liquids to the 
utilisation area. 

note NA noted 

P1.3 The following points referred to in the table are identified in this licence for the purposes of the 
monitoring and/or the setting of limits for discharges of pollutants to water from the point. 

 

note �x EPL Annual Returns for 2022/2023, 2023/2024 and 2024/2025 

�x Annual reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25 

�x BSO 14-day Monitoring Report 

�x site inspection completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

 

noted 
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3 Limit Conditions 

L1 Pollution of waters 

L1.1 Except as may be expressly provided in any other condition of this licence, the licensee must comply 
with section 120 of the Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997. 

non-compliant �x EPL Annual Returns for 2022/2023, 2023/2024 and 2024/2025 

�x Annual reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25 

�x BSO 14-day Monitoring Report 

�x Incident Reports 

Documents reviewed as part of this audit indicate a number of non-
compliances with relation to water pollution events resulting in a non-
compliance with section 120 of the Protection of the Environment 
Operations Act 1997. As all instances were suitably investigated and 
reported on, no CA or OFI has been deemed necessary. 

L2 Concentration limits 

L2.1 For each monitoring/discharge point or utilisation area specified in the table/s below (by a point 
number), the concentration of a pollutant discharged at that point, or applied to that area, must not 
exceed the concentration limits specified for that pollutant in the table. 

note NA noted 

L2.2 Where a pH quality limit is specified in the table, the specified percentage of samples must be within 
the specified ranges. 

note NA noted 

L2.3 To avoid any doubt, this condition does not authorise the pollution of waters by any pollutant other 
than those specified in the table\s 

note NA noted 

L2.4 Water and/or Land Concentration Limits non-compliant �x EPL Annual Returns for 2022/2023, 2023/2024 and 2024/2025 

�x Annual reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25 

�x BSO 14-day Monitoring Report 

The following exceedances of the concentration limits specified under this 
condition occurred during the audit period:  

�x Total suspended solids exceedance at LDP41 on 3 April 2023.  

�x The BOD water quality concentration limit was exceeded at LDP38 on 
20 June 2024.  

�x The BOD water quality concentration limit was exceeded at LDP38 on 
19 July 2024.  

�x The BOD water quality concentration limit was exceeded at LDP23 on 
19 December 2024.  
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�x The 80 percentile water quality concentration limit was exceeded for 
zinc at LDP24 on 23 August 2022.  

�x The Total Nitrogen 50 percentile limit was exceeded at LDP24 six times 
during FY23 (on 23 August 2022, 29 September 2022, 27 October 
2022, 30 January 2023, 27 March 2023 and 19 April 2023).  

�x The 80-percentile water quality concentration limit was exceeded for 
zinc at LDP24 on 18 January 2024.  

�x The total nitrogen 50/80-percentile limit was exceeded at LDP24 four 
times during FY24 (on 19 October 2023, 21 December 2023, 18 
January 2024 and 20 March 2024).  

�x The BOD 50-percentile limit was exceeded at LDP38 on 20 March 
2024.  

�x The pH 50-percentile limit was exceeded at LDP3/4 twice during FY24 
(on 18 October 2023 and 12 December 2023).  

�x The total nitrogen 80-percentile limit was exceeded at LDP24 on 26 
March 2025.  

�x The BOD 50-percentile limit was exceeded at LDP38 on 19 June 2025.  

�x The BOD 50-percentile limit was exceeded at LDP4 on 23 June 2025.  

Relevant government agencies were notified of the above exceedances as 
per the requirements specified in EPL 2504 and MP08_0150.  

Given that the above exceedances under this condition have followed the 
incident reporting procedure correctly and follow-up actions taken to prevent 
reoccurrence, this condition has been assessed as non-compliant with no 
CA or OFI deemed necessary. 
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L2.5 For Point 10: 

The 80th percentile concentration limit for electrical conductivity is 2000 microsiemens per 
centimetre. 

The 80th percentile concentration limit for total dissolved solids is 1900 milligrams per litre. 

compliant �x EPL Annual Returns for 2022/2023, 2023/2024 and 2024/2025 

�x Annual reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25 

�x BSO 14-day Monitoring Report 

 

All results for EC and TSS at Point 10 were below the 80th percentile 
concentration limits specified under this condition.  

L3 Volume and mass limits 

L3.1 For each discharge point or utilisation area specified below (by a point number), the volume/mass of: 

a) liquids discharged to water; or; 

b) solids or liquids applied to the area; 

must not exceed the volume/mass limit specified for that discharge point or area. 

 

 

Compliant �x EPL Annual Returns for 2022/2023, 2023/2024 and 2024/2025 

�x Annual reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25 

�x BSO 14-day Monitoring Report 

 

Review of the FY23, FY24 and FY25 Annual Review, EPL Annual Returns 
for 2022/2023, 2023/2024 and 2024/2025, and discharge monitoring data 
indicates that all discharges during the audit period were less than the 
volume/mass limits specified under Condition L3.1.  

For EPA Point 40, the minimum discharge condition was not met in FY23 
(1.5 ML/day minimum at the time) as less water was being treated through 
the site water treatment plan (WTP), resulting in reduced flows. This is not 
considered a non-compliance with the FY23 Annual Review indicating the 
minimum discharge requirements were not met due to input water 
availability and commissioning constraints. Actual measured performance of 
installed equipment when operated in a proper and efficient manner 
following commissioning is consistent with the requirements of this 
condition. 

L3.2 The Appin North water treatment plant must be operated and maintained to achieve a 90% 
availability during the reporting period. This excludes days when low mine water levels impact the 
ability to run the plant to capacity. 

Compliant �x EPL Annual Returns for 2022/2023, 2023/2024 and 2024/2025 

�x Annual reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25 

�x BSO 14-day Monitoring Report 

Refer to Condition L3.1.  

L4 Waste 

L4.1 The licensee must not cause, permit or allow any waste to be received at the premises, except the 
�Z�D�V�W�H�V���H�[�S�U�H�V�V�O�\���U�H�I�H�U�U�H�G���W�R���L�Q���W�K�H���F�R�O�X�P�Q���W�L�W�O�H�G���³�:�D�V�W�H�´���D�Q�G���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���G�H�I�L�Q�L�W�L�R�Q�����L�I���D�Q�\�����L�Q���W�K�H��
�F�R�O�X�P�Q���W�L�W�O�H�G���³�'�H�V�F�U�L�S�W�L�R�Q�´���L�Q���W�K�H���W�D�E�O�H���E�H�O�R�Z�� 

Any waste received at the premises must only be used for the activities referred to in relation to that 
�Z�D�V�W�H���L�Q���W�K�H���F�R�O�X�P�Q���W�L�W�O�H�G���³�$�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\�´���L�Q���W�K�H���W�D�E�O�H���E�H�O�R�Z�� 

Any waste received at the premises is subject to those limits or conditions, if any, referred to in 
�U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�D�W���Z�D�V�W�H���F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���F�R�O�X�P�Q���W�L�W�O�H�G���³�2�W�K�H�U���/�L�P�L�W�V�´���L�Q���W�K�H���W�D�E�O�H���E�H�O�R�Z�� 

This condition does not limit any other conditions in this licence. 

 

Compliant �x EPL Annual Returns for 2022/2023, 2023/2024 and 2024/2025 

�x Annual reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25 

�x Appin Mine Waste Management Plan, Version 2 dated November 2022 

�x site inspection completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x hazardous waste register 

Conduct of the audit confirmed compliance with the requirements of this 
condition, with eight different waste materials received at the coal wash 
tipping area of Appin North, including: 

�x DCCP coal wash 

�x WCCPP coal wash 

�x belt press fines from the WCCPP 

�x oversize stone from the WCCPP 

�x thickener sludge from the WCCPP 

�x drilling muds, waters, drill cuttings and drill cores from ICHPL 
exploration and methane drainage programs 

�x inert waste (including concrete and soil from within the premises as 
defined in EPL 2504) and VENM 

�x sump/dam clean out materials 

Conduct of the audit confirmed compliance with the requirements of this 
condition. 

4 Operating Conditions 

O1 Activities must be carried out in a competent manner 

O1.1 Licensed activities must be carried out in a competent manner. 

This includes: 

a) the processing, handling, movement and storage of materials and substances used to carry out 
the activity; and 

b) the treatment, storage, processing, reprocessing, transport and disposal of waste generated by 
the activity. 

non-compliant �x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x Annual Reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25, including reporting of incidents, 
non-compliances and exceedances 

�x incident reports for the audit period 

�x environmental skills matrix, tracking currency of training (generated 12 
September 2025) 

�x environmental general training and competency form �± samples for relevant 
environment personnel (dated October 2024, January 2025 and August 
2025) 

�x tracking of currency of all ICHPL �S�H�U�V�R�Q�Q�H�O�¶�V���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H��
environmental awareness training online course (excel spreadsheet) 

�x Plant and Equipment Compliance Checklist samples for: 

On 19 April 2023 there was a turbid water discharge event which resulted in 
5000L of turbid water being discharged as a result of the Principal 
Contractor not supervising the discharge appropriately at the AMVA Site. As 
clean-up activities commenced within a reasonable timeframe, the incident 
was self-reported and response actions were proportionate to the non-
compliance, no CA is proposed. 
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�‚ EWP/Scissor Lift (dated 30 May 2025 and 7 June 2025) 

�‚ Generators Welders and Ancillary Plant (dated 5 June 2025 and 28 May 
2025) 

�‚ Generators (incl. Plan with Integrated Generators (dated 3 June 2026)  

�‚ Surface Materials Handling Equipment (dated 30 May 2025) 

�x Sample Job Pack for Appin East 3000T Bin Repairs (dated June 2025) 

O2 Maintenance of plant and equipment 

O2.1 All plant and equipment installed at the premises or used in connection with the licensed activity: 

a) must be maintained in a proper and efficient condition; and 

b) must be operated in a proper and efficient manner. 

non-compliant �x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x Appin Water Treatment Plan Maintenance Audit for Appin North and Appin 
West in 2023, 2024 and 2025, including: 

�‚ instrument calibrations 

�‚ flow verification  

�‚ operators log 

�‚ maintenance Work Orders 

�‚ water analysis  

�‚ compressor maintenance 

�x Sample forklift daily inspection log dated 11/6 and 16/08/2025 

�x Forklift maintenance and inspection log (mechanical and electrical) 
spreadsheet (8 tonne forklift FOLA191) and sample work orders 

�x Sample service reports for: 

�‚ Rotary screw air compressor (dated 29/10/2024 

�‚ Brennans Creek Dam discharge continuous monitoring instruments 
(dated 11/10/2024) 

�x Sample work orders for: 

�‚ Appin North Air Receiver Emergency Flush (dated 14/12/2023) 

�‚ Appin North Water Treatment Plant and dosing storage (dated 
14/12/2023) 

�x Sample calibration sheets for: 

�‚ Brennans Creek Dam conductivity probe (dated 03/07/2025 and 
13/01/2023) 

�x Sample monthly Appin North WTP tracker for July 2025, June 2025 and 
November 2023, covering: 

�‚ production  

�‚ daily log 

�‚ operational tasks 

�‚ chemical stock 

�‚ chemical POs 

�‚ monthly report 

ICHPL made a self-reported non-compliance with respect to this condition 
as reported under O1.1. As the proceeding corrective actions undertaken by 
ICHPL were proportionate, no additional CA has been identified, however, a 
review of sample inspection logs, equipment audits, service reports, sample 
work orders, calibration sheets and tracking logs has indicated that plant 
and equipment are generated, maintained and operated in a proper and 
efficient condition and manner.  

O3 Dust 

O3.1 The premises must be maintained in a condition which minimises or prevents the emission of dust 
from the premises 

compliant �x AQGHGMP 

�x complaints records for the audit period 

�x incident reports for the audit period 

�x BSO 14 day monitoring report 

�x site inspection completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x Annual Reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25, including reporting of incidents, 
non-compliances and exceedances 

�x EPL Annual Returns for 2022/2023, 2023/2024 and 2024/2025 

Mitigation measures in place as per the AQGHGMP. 

The site inspection did not identify any significant visible emissions to air 
generated by BSO.  

O4 Effluent application to land 

O4.1 Effluent application must not occur in a manner that causes surface runoff. Compliant �x Annual Reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25 

�x EPL Annual Returns for 2022/2023, 2023/2024 and 2024/2025 

�x Site interview 15 October 2025 

During the interview completed on 15 October 2025, ICHPL outlined how 
effluent is applied so as to not cause surface runoff. The following details 
were provided:  

�x At Appin West: 
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�‚ ICHPL personnel conduct weekly inspections of the effluent 
application area to review the moisture content of the land area and 
reviewing whether there is any evidence of saturation or runoff.  

�‚ The irrigation infrastructure is able to adjusted to set a volume to be 
applied per day which allows the ICHPL staff to decrease the 
volume applied as required, based on rainfall conditions. The 
irrigation infrastructure turns off automatically when the specified 
volume has been applied.  

�‚ The irrigation infrastructure will automatically turn off if there is more 
than 5 mm of rainfall per day.  

�x At Appin North:  

�‚ ICHPL personnel conduct monthly inspections of the effluent 
application area to review the moisture content of the land area and 
reviewing whether there is any evidence of saturation or runoff.  

�‚ Sprinklers are manually turned on and off as required to prevent 
runoff from occurring. The application area is inspected by ICHPL 
when the sprinklers are turned on and off. The sprinklers are run for 
2 hours. However, an automatic system has been installed for use 
going forward. 

No instances of effluent application causing surface water runoff or pooling, 
or effluent drifting beyond the boundary of the premises were reported 
during the audit period. 

O4.2 Spray from effluent application must not drift beyond the boundary of the premises. Compliant �x Annual Reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25 

�x EPL Annual Returns for 2022/2023, 2023/2024 and 2024/2025 

�x Site interview 15 October 2025 

Refer to Condition O4.1.  

O4.3 The quantity of effluent/solids applied to the utilisation area must not exceed the capacity of the area 
to effectively utilise the effluent/solids. 

For the purpose of this condition, 'effectively utilise' include the use of the effluent/solids for pasture 
or crop production, as well as the ability of the soil to absorb the nutrient, salt, hydraulic load and 
organic material. 

Compliant �x Annual Reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25 

�x EPL Annual Returns for 2022/2023, 2023/2024 and 2024/2025 

�x Site interview 15 October 2025 

Refer to Condition O4.1.  

O5 Waste management 

O5.1 Virgin Excavated Natural Material (VENM) imported onto the premises to be used as capping 
material at the coal wash emplacement area must be managed in accordance with Attachment B �± 
'Description of Works' and the 'Fill Import Management Protocol' in the licensee's email to the EPA 
dated 19 October 2021 (DOC21/70390). 

Compliant �x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x Fill Import Management Protocol. 

�x FY23, FY24 and FY25 Annual Reviews 

 

VENM was imported to Appin North from a local construction project in 
FY22 and FY23 for use as capping material for the CWEA. The material has 
since been identified as being incommensurate with the original top soil and 
capping material for the CWEA due to containing a large amount of weeds. 
In FY25 the material has been utilised to reinforce the walls of Stockpile 
number 4 and Pond 5. 

The import process was managed by a subcontractor; SLR. 

5 Monitoring and Recording Conditions 

M1 Monitoring records 

M1.1 The results of any monitoring required to be conducted by this licence or a load calculation protocol 
must be recorded and retained as set out in this condition. 

note NA noted 

M1.2 All records required to be kept by this licence must be: 

a) in a legible form, or in a form that can readily be reduced to a legible form; 

b) kept for at least 4 years after the monitoring or event to which they relate took place; and 

c) produced in a legible form to any authorised officer of the EPA who asks to see them 

compliant �x Annual Reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25, including reporting of incidents, 
non-compliances and exceedances 

�x EPL Annual Returns for 2022/2023, 2023/2024 and 2024/2025 

�x Environmental monitoring data, including: 

�‚ BSO 14 day monitoring report available on the project website 

�‚ BSO historical monitoring data excel sheet for EPL2504 (available on 
the Project website) dating from 2012 up until 30 November 2022 

�‚ environmental monitoring data dating from 30 November 2022 to date 

�‚ Georges River Aquatic Health Monitoring Reports for 2022, 2023, 2024 
and 2025. 

Water related records required to be kept in relation to EPL2504 are 
provided on the website for the operation. Monitoring records are provided 
in excel format and fulfill the requirements of this condition. 

Air quality monitoring data are maintained by ICHPL. 

M1.3 The following records must be kept in respect of any samples required to be collected for the 
purposes of this licence: 

a) the date(s) on which the sample was taken; 

b) the time(s) at which the sample was collected; 

c) the point at which the sample was taken; and 

d) the name of the person who collected the sample. 

compliant �x Certificate of Analysis samples for Appin monthly water and associated 
chain of custody for 28/11/2022, 08/07/2024, 25/01/2024, 22/07/2025 and 
30/01/2025 

�x Sample WCCP monthly water quality Certificate of Analysis and associated 
chain of custody for 23/12/2022, 17/04/2023, 16/09/2024 and 15/07/2025 

�x Sample field data sheets for water quality dated 9/3/2025 

�x Environmental monitoring data, including: 

ICHPL retains chain of custody documents and certificates of analysis for 
water quality sampling completed as per the requirements specified in 
EPL2504. The documents include the details required under this condition.  

Electronic records of air quality and meteorological data are kept in 
accordance with the requirements of this condition. 
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�‚ BSO 14 day monitoring report available on the project website 

�‚ BSO historical monitoring data excel sheet for EPL2504 (available on 
the Project website) dating from 2012 up until 30 November 2022 

�‚ environmental monitoring data dating from 30 November 2022 to date 

�‚ Georges River Aquatic Health Monitoring Reports for 2022, 2023, 2024 
and 2025. 

�x Annual Reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25, including reporting of incidents, 
non-compliances and exceedances 

�x EPL Annual Returns for 2022/2023, 2023/2024 and 2024/2025 

�x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

M2 Requirement to monitor concentration of pollutants discharged 

M2.1 For each monitoring/discharge point or utilisation area specified below (by a point number), the 
licensee must monitor (by sampling and obtaining results by analysis) the concentration of each 
pollutant specified in Column 1. The licensee must use the sampling method, units of measure, and 
sample at the frequency, specified opposite in the other columns: 

non-compliant 
(ANC) 

�x Certificate of Analysis samples for Appin monthly water and associated 
chain of custody for 28/11/2022, 08/07/2024, 25/01/2024, 22/07/2025 and 
30/01/2025 

�x Sample WCCP monthly water quality Certificate of Analysis and associated 
chain of custody for 23/12/2022, 17/04/2023, 16/09/2024 and 15/07/2025 

�x Sample field data sheets for water quality dated 9/3/2025 

�x Environmental monitoring data, including: 

�‚ BSO 14 day monitoring report available on the project website 

�‚ BSO historical monitoring data excel sheet for EPL2504 (available on 
the Project website) dating from 2012 up until 30 November 2022 

�‚ environmental monitoring data dating from 30 November 2022 to date 

�‚ Georges River Aquatic Health Monitoring Reports for 2022, 2023, 2024 
and 2025. 

�x Annual Reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25, including reporting of incidents, 
non-compliances and exceedances 

�x EPL Annual Returns for 2022/2023, 2023/2024 and 2024/2025 

�x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

During the audit period monitoring was completed at the frequency required 
under this condition using the method and units of measure specified apart 
from one instance on 21 May 2024. On 21 May 2024 a water sample 
collected at LDP23 was not analysed for BOD. The NSW EPA was notified 
of this error by ICHPL.  

Given that the aforementioned non-compliance has already been identified 
as a non-compliance during the audit period, and that the incident reporting 
procedure was correctly followed, this condition has been assessed as non-
compliant but with no CA or OFI deemed necessary. 

 

M2.2 Air Monitoring Requirements 

 

compliant �x Annual Reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25 

�x AQGHGMP 

ICHPL operates real-time PM10 monitoring. 

M2.3 Water and/ or Land Monitoring Requirements 

 

non-compliant 
(ANC) 

�x Annual Reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25 

�x EPL Annual Returns for 2022/2023, 2023/2024 and 2024/2025 

�x WMP 

�x BSO Environmental Database_Use excel sheet 

Refer to Condition M2.1.  
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Project approval MP08_0150 Independent Environmental Audit 2025 H-12 

Condition Details Compliance 
status 

Relevant evidence Commentary 

 

 
Note: Where the table above specifies continuous monitoring for a pollutant, a value must be 
calculated from the measured data for comparison to the 100% limit in this licence. The value must 
be the 24 hour moving average, calculated for each hour of the day. 

Note: For discharge point 10, discharge point 11 and discharge point 12, the licensee must monitor 
(by sampling and obtaining results by analysis) the concentration of each pollutant specified in 
Column 1 on the same day during a 4 hour period. The licensee must use the sampling method, 
units of measure and sample at the frequency specified opposite in the other columns. All samples 
must be representative. 

Note: Within a week of receiving monitoring results showing that any pollutant concentration 
measured at point 10 exceeds the 90 percentile limit for that pollutant, the licensee must notify the 
EPA of the result and must take a further sample to be analysed for that pollutant. The monitoring 
must continue weekly until the measured concentration is below the 90 percentile limit. The results 
from weekly sampling required by this note are not to be used to determine compliance with licence 
limits. 

Note: All continuous monitoring equipment must be operated and maintained to achieve an 
availability of 90% during the reporting period. When continuous monitoring equipment is unavailable 
for greater than 48 hours, equivalent manual sampling, testing or estimation must be undertaken on 
a daily basis at the monitoring point. 

Note: Concentration and volume monitoring required at licence discharge points 24 and 40 may be 
undertaken anywhere along the pipelines from the water treatment plants to the discharge points 

M3 Testing methods - concentration limits 



 

Project approval MP08_0150 Independent Environmental Audit 2025 H-13 

Condition Details Compliance 
status 

Relevant evidence Commentary 

M3.1 Monitoring for the concentration of a pollutant emitted to the air required to be conducted by this 
licence must be done in accordance with: 

a) any methodology which is required by or under the Act to be used for the testing of the 
concentration of the pollutant; or 

b) if no such requirement is imposed by or under the Act, any methodology which a condition of this 
licence requires to be used for that testing; or 

c) if no such requirement is imposed by or under the Act or by a condition of this licence, any 
methodology approved in writing by the EPA for the purposes of that testing prior to the testing 
taking place. 

compliant �x site interviews completed on 9, 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x AQGHGMP 

EPA was consulted during the development of the AQGHGMP 

M3.2 Subject to any express provision to the contrary in this licence, monitoring for the concentration of a 
pollutant discharged to waters or applied to a utilisation area must be done in accordance with the 
Approved Methods Publication unless another method has been approved by the EPA in writing 
before any tests are conducted. 

Note: The Protection of the Environment Operations (Clean Air) Regulation 2022 requires testing for 
certain purposes to be conducted in accordance with test methods contained in the publication 
"Approved Methods for the Sampling and Analysis of Air Pollutants in NSW". 

compliant �x site interviews completed on 9, 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x AQGHGMP 

�x WMP 

Information provided by ICHPL during the interview completed on 15 
October 2025 indicates that discharges and effluent application is 
completed in accordance with the Approved Methods Publication.  

This condition has not been considered as applicable to air quality 
parameters. 

M4 Recording of pollution complaints 

M4.1 The licensee must keep a legible record of all complaints made to the licensee or any employee or 
agent of the licensee in relation to pollution arising from any activity to which this licence applies. 

compliant �x complaints register 

�x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x project website: https://gm3.au/appin-mine/  

There is a comprehensive complaints register maintained for BSO and 
publicly available on the Project website. 

M4.2 The record must include details of the following:  

a) the date and time of the complaint;  

b) the method by which the complaint was made;  

c) any personal details of the complainant which were provided by the complainant or, if no such 
details were provided, a note to that effect;  

d) the nature of the complaint;  

e) the action taken by the licensee in relation to the complaint, including any follow-up contact with 
the complainant; and  

f) if no action was taken by the licensee, the reasons why no action was taken. 

compliant �x complaints register 

�x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

A review of complaints register indicated the date and time, method of 
complaint, nature of complaint, follow-up action taken (if any) and reasons 
for such action are captured in the register. 

 

M4.3 The record of a complaint must be kept for at least 4 years after the complaint was made.  compliant �x complaints register 

�x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

The complaints register viewed dated back to 11 December 2020 and is 
therefore compliant with this condition. 

M4.4 The record must be produced to any authorised officer of the EPA who asks to see them. not triggered NA no request of this nature was received from the EPA during the audit period 

M5 Telephone complaints line 

M5.1 The licensee must operate during its operating hours a telephone complaints line for the purpose of 
receiving any complaints from members of the public in relation to activities conducted at the 
premises or by the vehicle or mobile plant, unless otherwise specified in the licence. 

compliant �x Annual Reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25 

�x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x The project has publicly available communication lines available on the 
Project website at: https://gm3.au/contact-us/, including a phone line: 1800 
102 210 

�x Community portal: https://community.gm3.au/appin-mine-plan  

The Project website displays all required information in a clear and easy-to-
find way. The community portal also displays the required information. 

M5.2 The licensee must notify the public of the complaints line telephone number and the fact that it is a 
complaints line so that the impacted community knows how to make a complaint. 

compliant �x Project website at: https://gm3.au/contact-us/  

�x community portal: https://community.gm3.au/appin-mine-plan  

�x Community newsletters dated March 2024, June 2024, December 2024, 
June 2025 and September 2025 

�x Annual Reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25 

�x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

The project has publicly available communication lines available on the 
Project website at: https://gm3.au/contact-us/, including: 

�x Phone line: 1800 102 210 

�x Email: community@gm3.au  

The Project also runs a community portal, accessible here: 
https://community.gm3.au/appin-mine-plan  

Community newsletter display the above information, and is available on the 
Project website. The March 2024, June 2024, December 2024, June 2025 
and September 2025 newsletters are available online and have been 
sighted. 

M5.3 The preceding two conditions do not apply until 3 months after: the date of the issue of this licence. note NA Preceding conditions are now relevant. 

M6 Requirement to monitor volume or mass 

M6.1 For each discharge point or utilisation area specified below, the licensee must monitor: 

a) the volume of liquids discharged to water or applied to the area; 

b) the mass of solids applied to the area; 

c) the mass of pollutants emitted to the air; 

compliant �x Annual Reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25 

�x WMP 

�x 14 BSO environmental monitoring report  

�x site inspection completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

Review of monitoring data indicates that volume monitoring of discharges 
was completed in accordance with Condition M6.1. 
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at the frequency and using the method and units of measure, specified below. 

 

 

�x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

 

6 Reporting Conditions 

R1 Annual return documents 

R1.1 The licensee must complete and supply to the EPA an Annual Return in the approved form 
comprising: 

1. a Statement of Compliance, 

2. a Monitoring and Complaints Summary, 

3. a Statement of Compliance - Licence Conditions, 

4. a Statement of Compliance - Load based Fee, 

5. a Statement of Compliance - Requirement to Prepare Pollution Incident Response Management 
Plan, 

6. a Statement of Compliance - Requirement to Publish Pollution Monitoring Data; and 

7. a Statement of Compliance - Environmental Management Systems and Practices. 

At the end of each reporting period, the EPA will provide to the licensee notification that the Annual 
Return is due. 

compliant EPL Annual Returns for 2022/2023, 2023/2024 and 2024/2025 

 

Review of the EPL Annual Return documents confirms the requirements of 
this condition have been for the audit period. 

R1.2 An Annual Return must be prepared in respect of each reporting period, except as provided below compliant EPL Annual Returns for 2022/2023, 2023/2024 and 2024/2025 Review of the EPL Annual Return documents confirms the requirements of 
this condition have been for the audit period. 

R1.3 Where this licence is transferred from the licensee to a new licensee: 

a) the transferring licensee must prepare an Annual Return for the period commencing on the first 
day of the reporting period and ending on the date the application for the transfer of the licence to the 
new licensee is granted; and 

b) the new licensee must prepare an Annual Return for the period commencing on the date the 
application for the transfer of the licence is granted and ending on the last day of the reporting 
period. 

not triggered �x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x EPL Annual Returns for 2022/2023, 2023/2024 and 2024/2025 

The license was not transferred to a new licensee during the audit period, 
as such this condition remains not triggered. 
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R1.4 Where this licence is surrendered by the licensee or revoked by the EPA or Minister, the licensee 
must prepare an Annual Return in respect of the period commencing on the first day of the reporting 
period and ending on: 

a) in relation to the surrender of a licence - the date when notice in writing of approval of the 
surrender is given; or 

b) in relation to the revocation of the licence - the date from which notice revoking the licence 
operates. 

not triggered �x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x EPL Annual Returns for 2022/2023, 2023/2024 and 2024/2025 

The license was not surrendered during the audit period, as such this 
condition remains not triggered. 

R1.5 The Annual Return for the reporting period must be supplied to the EPA via eConnect EPA or by 
registered post not later than 60 days after the end of each reporting period or in the case of a 
transferring licence not later than 60 days after the date the transfer was granted (the 'due date'). 

compliant �x EPL Annual Returns for 2022/2023, 2023/2024 and 2024/2025 (appended to 
the corresponding Annual Reviews) 

�x NSW EPA website: 
https://apps.epa.nsw.gov.au/prpoeoapp/Detail.aspx?instid=2504&id=2504&o
ption=licence&searchrange=licence&range=POEO%20licence&prp=no&stat
us=Issued  

�x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

A review of the EPL Annual Returns and the EPA website indicated that: 

�x the 2022/2023 Annual Return was submitted on 23 August 2023 

�x the 2023/2204 Annual Return was submitted on 13 August 2024 

�x the 2024/2205 Annual Return was submitted on 25 August 2025 

All Annual Return documents were therefore submitted within the 60 day 
timeframe with the reporting period ending 30 June. 

R1.6 The licensee must retain a copy of the Annual Return supplied to the EPA for a period of at least 4 
years after the Annual Return was due to be supplied to the EPA. 

compliant �x EPL Annual Returns for 2022/2023, 2023/2024 and 2024/2025 (appended to 
the corresponding Annual Reviews) 

�x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

A review of the Projects website and Annual Review documents show that 
the EPL Annual Returns have been appended to the Annual Review 
documents (called annual environmental management report in 2014 and 
2015) dating back to FY2016. These documents are accessible on the 
website. 

R1.7 Within the Annual Return, the Statements of Compliance must be certified and the Monitoring and 
Complaints Summary must be signed by: 

a) the licence holder; or 

b) by a person approved in writing by the EPA to sign on behalf of the licence holder. 

Note: The term "reporting period" is defined in the dictionary at the end of this licence. Do not 
complete the Annual Return until after the end of the reporting period. 

Note: An application to transfer a licence must be made in the approved form for this purpose 

compliant �x EPL Annual Returns for 2022/2023, 2023/2024 and 2024/2025 

�x EPA official letter notifying licensee of eConnect EPA dated 1 July 2023 

Submissions are made via eConnect and submissions made in such a way 
use an e-signature mechanism. 

R1.8 The licensee must submit an Annual Return Supplement to the EPA for each reporting period with 
the Annual Return. 

The report must include: 

�D�����D���G�L�D�J�U�D�P���V�K�R�Z�L�Q�J���W�K�H���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���G�L�V�F�K�D�U�J�H���D�Q�G���P�R�Q�L�W�R�U�L�Q�J���S�R�L�Q�W�V���D�W���W�K�H���S�U�H�P�L�V�H�V�¶���Z�D�W�H�U��
treatment plant(s); 

b) the 50 percentile, 80 percentile, 90 percentile and 100 percentile values calculated from the 
monitoring data for each pollutant which has a corresponding concentration limits in the licence; 

c) all monitoring data collected for discharge points 24 and 40 excluding data collected by continuous 
monitoring. 

d) the amount of daily rainfall measured at a rain gauge at the premises, or at a Bureau of 
Meteorology rain gauge closest to the premises. 

compliant �x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x EPL Annual Returns for 2022/2023, 2023/2024 and 2024/2025 

Conduct of the audit has determined compliance with the requirements of 
this condition. 

R2 Notification of environmental harm 

R2.1 Notifications must be made by telephoning the Environment Line service on 131 555. compliant Site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 A review of sample notifications confirmed that during the audit period all 
incidents were suitably notified to the EPA. 

R2.2 The licensee must provide written details of the notification to the EPA within 7 days of the date on 
which they became aware of the incident 

Note: The licensee or its employees must notify all relevant authorities of incidents causing or 
threatening material harm to the environment immediately after the person becomes aware of the 
incident in accordance with the requirements of Part 5.7 of the Act. 

compliant Site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 Review of the notifications provided to the EPA for the audit period indicate 
compliance with the requirements of this condition. 

R3 Written report 

R3.1 Where an authorised officer of the EPA suspects on reasonable grounds that: 

a) where this licence applies to premises, an event has occurred at the premises; or 

b) where this licence applies to vehicles or mobile plant, an event has occurred in connection with 
the carrying out of the activities authorised by this licence, and the event has caused, is causing or is 
likely to cause material harm to the environment (whether the harm occurs on or off premises to 
which the licence applies), the authorised officer may request a written report of the event 

Compliant �x Site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x EPA Incident Report Request received 15 August 2024 regarding the 
solcenic fluid spill at Appin West 

�x EPA Incident Report Request received 20 April 2023 regarding turbid water 
discharge at Appin Mine Vent Shaft 7 & 8 construction site   

Review of the incident report requests provided and associated reporting 
and correspondence confirms that the requirements of the report requests 
have been suitably responded to and ICHPL is compliant with this condition.  

R3.2 The licensee must make all reasonable inquiries in relation to the event and supply the report to the 
EPA within such time as may be specified in the request. 

Compliant �x Site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x EPA Incident Report Request received 15 August 2024 and associated 
correspondence regarding the solcenic fluid spill at Appin West 

�x EPA Incident Report Request received 20 April 2023 and associated 
correspondence regarding turbid water discharge at Appin Mine Vent Shaft 7 
& 8 construction site   

Review of the incident report requests provided and associated reporting 
and correspondence confirms that the requirements of the report requests 
have been suitably responded to and ICHPL is compliant with this condition. 
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�x Incident Report - AMVA Project Sediment Pond Turbid Water Discharge 
dated 5 May 2023 

R3.3 The request may require a report which includes any or all of the following information: 

a) the cause, time and duration of the event; 

b) the type, volume and concentration of every pollutant discharged as a result of the event; 

c) the name, address and business hours telephone number of employees or agents of the licensee, 
or a specified class of them, who witnessed the event; 

d) the name, address and business hours telephone number of every other person (of whom the 
licensee is aware) who witnessed the event, unless the licensee has been unable to obtain that 
information after making reasonable effort; 

e) action taken by the licensee in relation to the event, including any follow-up contact with any 
complainants; 

f) details of any measure taken or proposed to be taken to prevent or mitigate against a recurrence 
of such an event; and 

g) any other relevant matters. 

Compliant �x Site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x EPA Incident Report Request received 15 August 2024 and associated 
correspondence regarding the solcenic fluid spill at Appin West 

�x EPA Incident Report Request received 20 April 2023 and associated 
correspondence regarding turbid water discharge at Appin Mine Vent Shaft 7 
& 8 construction site   

�x Incident Report - AMVA Project Sediment Pond Turbid Water Discharge 
dated 5 May 2023 

Review of the incident report requests provided and associated reporting 
and correspondence confirms that the requirements of the report requests 
have been suitably responded to and ICHPL is compliant with this condition. 

R3.4 The EPA may make a written request for further details in relation to any of the above matters if it is 
not satisfied with the report provided by the licensee. The licensee must provide such further details 
to the EPA within the time specified in the request. 

Compliant �x Site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x EPA Incident Report Request received 15 August 2024 and associated 
correspondence regarding the solcenic fluid spill at Appin West 

�x EPA Incident Report Request received 20 April 2023 and associated 
correspondence regarding turbid water discharge at Appin Mine Vent Shaft 7 
& 8 construction site   

�x Incident Report - AMVA Project Sediment Pond Turbid Water Discharge 
dated 5 May 2023 

Subsequent correspondence between the EPA and ICHPL representatives 
indicate the EPA requested additional information for both the solcenic fluid 
and turbid water incidents. ICHPL responded accordingly to the additional 
information requests received in a timely manner. No specific timeframes for 
�D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�H�U�H���V�S�H�F�L�I�L�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���(�3�$�¶�V���F�R�U�U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�Q�F�H���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G�� 

7 General Conditions 

G1 Copy of licence kept at the premises or plant 

G1.1 A copy of this licence must be kept at the premises to which the licence applies. compliant �x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x site inspection completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x Available via IPICK management system 

�%�6�2���K�D�Y�H���L�Q�V�W�D�O�O�H�G���D���V�\�V�W�H�P���F�D�O�O�H�G���µiPick�¶���Z�K�L�F�K���F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�V���D���F�R�S�\���R�I���W�K�H��
EPL. A copy of the EPL is also available on the GM³ website. 

G1.2 The licence must be produced to any authorised officer of the EPA who asks to see it. not triggered �x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x site inspection completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

No requests received during the audit period 

G1.3 The licence must be available for inspection by any employee or agent of the licensee working at the 
premises 

compliant �x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x site inspection completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x Available via IPICK management system 

All employees or relevant agent of the license working have access to the 
�µi�3�L�F�N�¶���V�\�V�W�H�P 

G2 Signage 

G2.1 Each monitoring and discharge point must be clearly marked by a sign that indicates the EPA point 
identification number. 

compliant �x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x site inspection completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

Conduct of the site inspection confirmed all EPL monitoring points sighted 
were appropriately marked with the correct EPA ID number. 

G3 Other general conditions 

G3.1 Completed Programs note �x email correspondence to the EPA dated 10/05/2024 with attached report 
required to complete PRP24. 

�‚ associated investigation report: Appin Mine LDP24 and LDP40 
discharges - Investigation of the cause of toxicity and potential treatment 
solutions to protect the receiving environment (dated 10/05/2024) 

�x email correspondence from the EPA dated 1/08/2024 requesting further 
information on blending options with response letter attached (letter dated 
31/07/2024 

�x EPA website 

PRP24 was started and completed during the audit period. 

PRP25 has commenced on 24 September 2025 �I�R�U���µ�,�P�S�U�R�Y�H���:�D�W�H�U���4�X�D�O�L�W�\��
�L�Q���6�H�G�L�P�H�Q�W���%�D�V�L�Q���'�L�V�F�K�D�U�J�H�V�¶�� 
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Standard conditions (Schedule 8A, Part 2) Mining 
Regulation 2016 
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Division 1 Protection of the environment and rehabilitation 

4 Must prevent or minimise harm to environment 

4(1) The holder of a mining lease must take all reasonable measures to prevent, or 
if that is not reasonably practicable, to minimise, harm to the environment 
caused by activities under the mining lease. 

Compliant   

4(2) In this clause�² harm to the environment has the same meaning as in the 
Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997. 

Note N/A. N/A. 

5 Rehabilitation to occur as soon as reasonably practicable after disturbance 

 The holder of a mining lease must rehabilitate land and water in the mining area 
that is disturbed by activities under the mining lease as soon as reasonably 
practicable after the disturbance occurs. 

Compliant �x RMP (Version 3 dated 27 June 2025) 

�x Annual Rehabilitation Reports: 

�‚ ARR0001577, 1 July 2024 to 30 June 2025 

�‚ ARR0001348 1 July 2023 to 30 June 2024 

�‚ ARR0001115 1 July 2022 to 30 June 2023 

Review of the Annual Rehabilitation Reports have demonstrated that progressive 
rehabilitation in areas after disturbance is occurring for BSO, with Stage 1 and Stage 2 of the 
CWEA and Bulli Shaft #4 due to be submitted to NSW RR for sign off on rehabilitation 
completion in FY26 pending approval of the completion criteria statement. 

Progressive rehabilitation of the CWEA is generally aimed to be in the order of 
approximately two ha per year. 

6 Rehabilitation must achieve final land use 

6(1) The holder of a mining lease must ensure that rehabilitation of the mining area 
achieves the final land use for the mining area. 

Not triggered �x RMP (Version 3 dated 27 June 2025) 

�x Annual Rehabilitation Reports: 

�‚ ARR0001577, 1 July 2024 to 30 June 2025 

�‚ ARR0001348 1 July 2023 to 30 June 2024 

�‚ ARR0001115 1 July 2022 to 30 June 2023 

As per commentary above, whilst three mining areas are planned to be submitted for 
rehabilitation completion, having achieved the final land use goal for the respective areas 
(native ecosystem), these are yet to be signed off, thus the condition remains untriggered. 

6(2) The holder of the mining lease must ensure any planning approval has been 
obtained that is necessary to enable the holder to comply with subclause (1). 

Not triggered N/A N/A 

6(3) The holder of the mining lease must identify and record any reasonably 
�I�R�U�H�V�H�H�D�E�O�H���K�D�]�D�U�G���W�K�D�W���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�V���D���U�L�V�N���W�R���W�K�H���K�R�O�G�H�U�¶�V���D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���F�R�P�S�O�\���Z�L�W�K��
subclause (1). 

Compliant Appin Mine Rehabilitation Management Plan Risk Assessment (dated 16 September 2024)  

 Note Clause 7 requires a rehabilitation risk assessment to be conducted 
whenever a hazard is identified under this subclause. 

Note N/A. N/A. 

6(4) In this clause�²  

final land use for the mining area means the final landform and land uses to be 
achieved for the mining area�²  

a. as set out in the rehabilitation objectives statement and rehabilitation 
completion criteria statement, and 

a. for a large mine�² as spatially depicted in the final landform and 
rehabilitation plan, and 

b. if the final land use for the mining area is required by a condition of 
development consent for activities under the mining lease�² as stated in 
the condition. 

planning approval means�²  

a. a development consent within the meaning of the Environmental 
Planning and Assessment Act 1979, or 

b. an approval under that Act, Division 5.1. 

Note N/A. N/A. 

Division 2 Risk assessment 

7 Rehabilitation risk assessment 

7(1) The holder of a mining lease must conduct a risk assessment (a rehabilitation 
risk assessment) that�²  

a. identifies, assesses and evaluates the risks that need to be addressed 
to achieve the following in relation to the mining lease�²  

i. the rehabilitation objectives, 

ii. the rehabilitation completion criteria, 

iii. for large mines�² the final land use as spatially depicted in the final 
landform and rehabilitation plan, and 

b. identifies the measures that need to be implemented to eliminate, 
minimise or mitigate the risks. 

Compliant �x Appin Mine Rehabilitation Management Plan Risk Assessment (dated 16 September 
2024) 

�x RMP (Version 3 dated 27 June 2025) 

Review of the risk assessment completed for the Project demonstrates that the risks 
pertaining to achieving successful rehabilitation and final land use outcomes have been 
appropriately mapped, assessed and evaluated with risk levels allocated. 

Section 3, table 12 of the RMP has the corresponding actions required to be undertaken as 
result of the risk assessment. 

7(2) The holder of the mining lease must implement the measures identified. Compliant Appin Mine Rehabilitation Management Plan Risk Assessment (dated 16 September 2024) 

RMP (Version 3 dated 27 June 2025) 
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7(3) The holder of a mining lease must conduct a rehabilitation risk assessment�²  

a. for a large mine�² before preparing a rehabilitation management plan, 
and 

b. for a small mine�² before preparing the rehabilitation outcome 
documents for the mine, and 

c. whenever a hazard is identified under clause 6(3)�² as soon as 
reasonably practicable after it is identified, and 

d. whenever given a written direction to do so by the Secretary. 

Compliant �x Appin Mine Rehabilitation Management Plan Risk Assessment (dated 16 September 
2024) 

�x RMP (Version 3 dated 27 June 2025) 

A review of the risk assessment undertaken shows it was completed in September 2024, 
with the RMP prepared and finalised after this date, in June 2025, with inclusion of the 
revised risk assessment. 

 

Division 3 Rehabilitation documents 

8 Application of Division 

 This Division does not apply to a mining lease unless�²  

a. the security deposit required under the mining lease is greater than the 
minimum deposit prescribed under the Act, section 261BF in relation to 
that type of mining lease, or 

b. the Secretary gives a written direction to the holder of the mining lease 
that this Division, or a provision of this Division, applies to the mining 
lease. 

Note N/A. N/A. 

9 General requirements for documents 

 A document required to be prepared under this Division must�²  

a. be in a form approved by the Secretary, and 

Note�²  �7�K�H���D�S�S�U�R�Y�H�G���I�R�U�P�V���D�U�H���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���R�Q���W�K�H���'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W�¶�V���Z�H�E�V�L�W�H�� 

b. include any matter required to be included by the form, and 

c. if required to be given to the Secretary�² be given in a way approved by 
the Secretary. 

Compliant �x RMP (Version 3 dated 27 June 2025) 

�x Rehabilitation Objectives Statement ROBJ0001518 approved 19 June 2025 

�x Rehabilitation Completion Criteria Statement, refused statement RCC0001063 dated 
25 March 2025 (currently awaiting approval for amended statement) 

�x Final Landform and Rehabilitation Plans approved 19 June 2025 

�x Appin Colliery Forward Programs: 

�‚ FWP0001243 submitted 28 September 2023 

�‚ FWP0001483 submitted 27 September 2024 

�‚ FWP0001703 submitted 23 September 2025 

�x Annual Rehabilitation Reports: 

�‚ ARR0001577, 1 July 2024 to 30 June 2025 

�‚ ARR0001348 1 July 2023 to 30 June 2024 

�‚ ARR0001115 1 July 2022 to 30 June 2023 

A review of the required documents demonstrates they are in an approved form as provided 
on the Department�¶s website.  

10 Rehabilitation management plans for large mines 

10(1) The holder of a mining lease relating to a large mine must prepare a plan 
(a rehabilitation management plan) for the mining lease that includes the 
following�²  

a. a description of how the holder proposes to manage all aspects of the 
rehabilitation of the mining area, 

b. a description of the steps and actions the holder proposes to take to 
comply with the conditions of the mining lease that relate to 
rehabilitation, 

c. a summary of rehabilitation risk assessments conducted by the holder, 

d. the risk control measures identified in the rehabilitation risk 
assessments, 

e. the rehabilitation outcome documents for the mining lease, 

f. a statement of the performance outcomes for the matters addressed by 
the rehabilitation outcome documents and the ways in which those 
outcomes are to be measured and monitored. 

Compliant �x Email correspondence from NSW RR dated 6/05/2024 informing the Project will have a 
targeted assessment program for revegetation to take place on 29/05/2024 

�x Email correspondence from NSW RR dated 26/06/2024 with output letter presenting 
assessment observations and recommendations �± one of which being to update RMP 

�x Email correspondence from NSW RR confirming receipt of Rehabilitation Objectives 
Statement (ROBJ0001278) ON 30/06/2023 

�x Email correspondence from NSW RR confirming approval of ROBJ0001278 dated 
4/09/2023 

�x Email correspondence from NSW RR dated 1/05/2023 refusing the Final Landform and 
Rehabilitation Plan (FLRP0001006) �± new submission required by 30/06/2023 

�x Email correspondence from NSW RR dated 1/05/2023 refusing the Rehabilitation 
Objectives Statement (ROBJ0001040) �± new submission required by 30/06/2023 

�x Appin Mine Rehabilitation Management Plan (Revision 3 dated 27 June 2025) 

With respect to the various clauses, the RMP (Version 3 dated 27 June 2025) addresses all 
of the requirements, with the processes and action to comply with rehabilitation conditions 
covered in Sections 6-11. 

The rehabilitation risk assessments and control measures are covered in Section 3 of the 
RMP. 

The rehabilitation outcome documents, including the approved rehabilitation objectives and 
final landform and rehabilitation plans are appended to the RMP. Noting that once the 
updated completion criteria is approved, this would also need to be appended. 

The performance outcomes and associated measure and monitoring methods are detailed in 
Section 12 of the RMP. 

10(2) If a rehabilitation outcome document has not been approved by the Secretary, 
the holder of the mining lease must include a proposed version of the 
document. 

ANC �x RMP (Version 3 dated 27 June 2025) 

�x Rehabilitation Completion Criteria Statement, refused statement RCC0001063 dated 
25 March 2025 (currently awaiting approval for amended statement) 

Currently, a proposed Completion Criteria Statement is with the NSW RR for approval 
following the refusal of March 2025 statement (ref: RCC0001063), this document is not 
currently appended to the RMP, constituting an administrative non-compliance and the 
identification of CA03. 

CA03: Include the proposed Completion Criteria Statement as an Appendix to the RMP, and 
update with the approved version as it becomes available. 

10(3) A rehabilitation management plan is not required to be given to the Secretary 
for approval. 

Note N/A. N/A. 

10(4) The holder of the mining lease�²  

a. must implement the matters set out in the rehabilitation management 
plan, and 

compliant �x RMP (Version 3 dated 27 June 2025) 

�x Site inspection completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x Site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x Appin Colliery Forward Programs: 

Conduct of the audit confirmed that ICHPL is undertaking rehabilitation efforts in accordance 
with the RMP and Forward Programs. 
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b. if the forward program specifies timeframes for the implementation of 
the matters�² must implement the matters within those timeframes. 

�‚ FWP0001243 submitted 28 September 2023 

�‚ FWP0001483 submitted 27 September 2024 

�‚ FWP0001703 submitted 23 September 2025 

�x Annual Rehabilitation Reports: 

�‚ ARR0001577, 1 July 2024 to 30 June 2025 

�‚ ARR0001348 1 July 2023 to 30 June 2024 

�‚ ARR0001115 1 July 2022 to 30 June 2023 

11 Amendment of rehabilitation management plans 

 The holder of a mining lease must amend the rehabilitation management plan 
for the mining lease as follows�²  

a. to substitute the proposed version of a rehabilitation outcome document 
with the version approved by the Secretary�² within 30 days after the 
document is approved, 

b. as a consequence of an amendment made under clause 14 to a 
rehabilitation outcome document�² within 30 days after the amendment 
is made, 

c. to reflect any changes to the risk control measures in the prepared plan 
that are identified in a rehabilitation risk assessment�² as soon as 
practicable after the rehabilitation risk assessment is conducted, 

d. whenever given a written direction to do so by the Secretary�² in 
accordance with the direction. 

compliant �x RMP (Version 3 dated 27 June 2025) 

�x Site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x Rehabilitation Objectives Statement ROBJ0001518 approved 19 June 2025 

�x Rehabilitation Completion Criteria Statement, refused statement RCC0001063 dated 
25 March 2025 (currently awaiting approval for amended statement) 

�x Final Landform and Rehabilitation Plans approved 19 June 2025 

 

The RMP has been updated three times during the audit period: 

�x v1.1 on 30 June 2023 �± for an update of ROBJ and FLRP following feedback from 
Resources Regulator as well as an update to final land uses and general information  

�x v2 on 15 September 2023 �± for the inclusion of approved Rehabilitation Objectives 

�x v3 on 27 June 2025 �± for the transition from South32 to GM3 and inclusion of 
Completion Criteria, the revised risk assessment and to address the findings of the 
Targeted Assessment Program �± Revegetation 

As the current RMP has been updated within 30 days of approval for the Rehabilitation 
Objectives and FLRP outcome documents as approved on 19 June 2025 and with the 
approval of the Completion Criteria still awaiting, ICHPL is compliant with clause (a). 

Clause (b) is not triggered with Condition 14 also not triggered. 

The RMP (version 3) reflects the updated risk assessment completed in September 2024 
and is therefore compliant with (c) 

ICHPL is complaint with clause (d) with written direction to update the RMP received from 
the NSW RR on the 26 June 2024, with version 3 updated and dated 27 June 2025. 

12 Rehabilitation outcome documents 

12(1) The holder of a mining lease must prepare the following documents 
(the rehabilitation outcome documents) for the mining lease and give them to 
the Secretary for approval�²  

a. the rehabilitation objectives statement, which sets out the rehabilitation 
objectives required to achieve the final land use for the mining area, 

b. the rehabilitation completion criteria statement, which sets out criteria, 
the completion of which will demonstrate the achievement of the 
rehabilitation objectives, 

c. for a large mine, the final landform and rehabilitation plan, showing a 
spatial depiction of the final land use. 

compliant �x Rehabilitation Objectives Statement ROBJ0001518 approved 19 June 2025 

�x Email correspondence from NSW RR confirming approval of ROBJ0001278 dated 
4/09/2023 and attached 

�x RCC0001063 Refused rehabilitation completion criteria statement dated 25 March 
2025 

�x Site interviews completed 14 and 15 October 2025 

A review of the required documentation indicates compliance with this condition. 

12(2) If the final land use for the mining area is required by a condition of 
development consent for activities under the mining lease, the holder of the 
mining lease must ensure the rehabilitation outcome documents are consistent 
with that condition. 

Note   

13 Forward program and annual rehabilitation report 

13(1) The holder of a mining lease must prepare a program (a forward program) for 
the mining lease that includes the following�²  

a. a schedule of mining activities for the mining area for the next 3 years, 

b. a summary of the spatial progression of rehabilitation through its various 
phases for the next 3 years, 

c. a requirement that the rehabilitation of land and water disturbed by 
mining activities under the mining lease must occur as soon as 
reasonably practicable after the disturbance occurs. 

compliant �x Appin Colliery Forward Program (ref: FWP0001243) submitted 28 September 2023 

�x Appin Colliery Forward Program (ref: FWP0001483) submitted 27 September 2024 

�x Appin Colliery Forward Program (ref: FWP0001703) submitted 23 September 2025 

 

A review of the Forward Programs submitted for Appin Mine Colliery shows that the clauses 
of this condition have been met. 

 

13(2) The holder of a mining lease must prepare a report (an annual rehabilitation 
report) for the mining lease that includes�²  

a. a description of the rehabilitation undertaken over the annual Reporting 
Period, 

b. a report demonstrating the progress made through the phases of 
rehabilitation provided for in the forward program applying to the 
Reporting Period, 

c. a report demonstrating progress made towards the achievement of the 
following�²  

i. the objectives set out in the rehabilitation objectives statement, 

ii. the criteria set out in the rehabilitation completion criteria statement, 

iii. for large mines�² the final land use as spatially depicted in the final 
landform and rehabilitation plan. 

compliant �x Annual Rehabilitation Reports: 

�‚ ARR0001577, 1 July 2024 to 30 June 2025 

�‚ ARR0001348 1 July 2023 to 30 June 2024 

�‚ ARR0001115 1 July 2022 to 30 June 2023 

A review of the ARR documents for the audit period confirmed the requirement of this 
condition are satisfied. 
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13(3) If a rehabilitation outcome document has not been approved by the Secretary, 
the holder of the mining lease must rely on a proposed version of the 
document. 

Note N/A. N/A. 

13(4) The holder of the mining lease must give the forward program and annual 
rehabilitation report to the Secretary. 

compliant �x Email correspondence from NSW RR confirming receipt of forward program 
(FWP0001243 dated 28/09/2023 and attached) on 28/09/2023 

�x Email correspondence from NSW RR confirming receipt of Annual Report 
(ARR0001115 dated 29/09/2023 and attached) dated 29/09/2023 

�x Email correspondence from NSW RR confirming receipt of Forward Program 
(FWP0001483 dated 27/09/2024 and attached) dated 27/09/2024 

�x Email correspondence from NSW RR confirming receipt of the Annual Rehabilitation 
Report (ARR0001348 dated 26/09/2024 and attached) dated 26/09/2024 

Email correspondence with the NSW RR confirms the 2023 and 2024 ARR and Forward 
Program were provided in accordance with the condition. 

13(5) In this clause�²  

annual Reporting Period means each period of 12 months commencing on�²  

a. the date on which the mining lease is granted, or 

b. if the Secretary approves another date in relation to the mining lease�²
the other date. 

Note N/A. N/A. 

14 Amendment of rehabilitation outcome documents and forward program 

14(1) This clause applies to�²  

a. a rehabilitation outcome document if it has been approved by the 
Secretary, and 

b. a forward program if it has been given to the Secretary. 

Note N/A. N/A. 

14(2) The holder of a mining lease must not amend a document to which this clause 
applies that relates to the mining lease unless�²  

a. the Secretary gives the holder a written direction to do so, or 

b. the Secretary, on written application by the holder, gives a written 
approval of the amendment. 

Note N/A N/A. 

14(3) The holder of the mining lease must amend the document in accordance with 
�W�K�H���6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�\�¶�V���G�L�U�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�U���D�S�S�U�R�Y�D�O�� 

not triggered Site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 Site interviews confirmed this condition has not been triggered for the audit period. 

14(4) Nothing in this clause prevents the holder of a mining lease preparing a draft 
amendment for submission to the Secretary for approval. 

Note N/A. N/A. 

15 Times at which documents must be prepared and given 

15(1) The holder of a mining lease must do the following before the end of the initial 
period�²  

a. prepare a rehabilitation management plan, and 

b. prepare rehabilitation outcome documents and give them, other than the 
rehabilitation completion criteria statement, to the Secretary for 
approval, and 

c. prepare a forward program and give it to the Secretary. 

not triggered N/A The initial period is outside of the 2025 audit period, as such the condition is not triggered. 

15(2) The holder of the mining lease must prepare a forward program and annual 
rehabilitation report and give them to the Secretary before�²  

a. 60 days after the last day of each annual Reporting Period, 
commencing with the annual Reporting Period in which the forward 
program was given to Secretary under subclause (1)(c), or 

b. a later date approved by the Secretary. 

compliant �x site interviews completed on 14 and 15 October 2025 

�x Annual Rehabilitation Report for Monday 1 July 2024 to Monday 30 June 2025, 
submitted 23 September 2025, Forward Program submitted 23 September 2025. 

�x Annual Rehabilitation Report for Saturday 1 July 2023 to Sunday 30 June 2024, 
submitted 26 September 2024. Forward program submitted 27 September 2024. 

�x Annual Rehabilitation Report for Friday 1 July 2022 to Friday 30 June 2023, submitted 
29 September 2025. Forward program submitted 28 September 2023. 

Approval to amend timeframe to submit has been received by ICHPL. 

15(3) A rehabilitation completion criteria statement relating to completion of 
rehabilitation during a period covered by a forward program must be given to 
the Secretary for approval when the forward program is required to be given to 
the Secretary. 

compliant  The rehabilitation completion criteria statement has been submitted for approval. At the time 
of writing, approval has not yet been received. 

15(4) The holder of the mining lease must prepare updated rehabilitation outcome 
documents for the mining lease and give them to the Secretary for approval 
before�²  

a. 60 days after a development consent is modified following an 
application referred to in clause 20(1)(b), or 

b. a later date approved by the Secretary. 

not triggered Project approval conditions 

 

The Project has been modified twice during the audit period however, clause 21(b) does not 
apply as the project is SSD. 

15(5) A rehabilitation completion criteria statement is not required to be given to the 
Secretary under subclause (4) unless a rehabilitation completion criteria 
statement has already been given to the Secretary under subclause (3). 

compliant  As per commentary in condition 15(3), the Completion Criteria has been provided to the 
Planning Secretary and has not yet been approved.  
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15(6) The Secretary may, by written notice, direct the holder of a mining lease to 
prepare, or give to the Secretary, a document required to be prepared under 
this Division at a time other than that specified in this clause. 

Note Direction from NSW Resources Regulator on 26/06/2024 �± to update RMP. noted 

15(7) The holder of the mining lease must comply with the direction. Compliant �x Direction from NSW Resources Regulator on 26/06/2024 �± to update RMP. 

�x RMP (Version 3 dated 27 June 2025) 

The RMP was updated as per the direction received from the NSW RR. 

15(8) In this clause�²  

initial period means the period commencing when the mining lease is granted 
and ending�²  

a. 30 days, or other period approved by the Secretary, after this Division 
first applies to the mining lease, or 

b. if this Division applies to the mining lease because of an increase in the 
required security deposit�²  

i. when the surface of the mining area is disturbed by activities under 
the mining lease, or 

ii. at a later date approved by the Secretary. 

Note N/A. N/A. 

16 Certain documents to be publicly available 

16(1) This clause applies to the following documents�²  

a. a rehabilitation management plan, 

b. a forward program, 

c. an annual rehabilitation report. 

Note N/A N/A 

16(2) The holder of a mining lease must make a document to which this clause 
applies publicly available by�²  

a. publishing it on its website in a prominent position, or 

b. if the holder does not have a website�²  providing a copy of it to a 
person�²  

i. on the written request of a person, and 

ii. without charge, and 

iii. within 14 days after the request is received. 

Compliant �x Annual Reviews for FY23, FY24 and FY25 

�x Annual Rehabilitation Report for Monday 1 July 2024 to Monday 30 June 2025, 
submitted 23 September 2025, Forward Program submitted 23 September 2025. 

�x Annual Rehabilitation Report for Saturday 1 July 2023 to Sunday 30 June 2024, 
submitted 26 September 2024. Forward program submitted 27 September 2024. 

�x Annual Rehabilitation Report for Friday 1 July 2022 to Friday 30 June 2023, submitted 
29 September 2025. Forward program submitted 28 September 2023. 
Project website: https://gm3.au/appin-mine/  

The ARR, Forward Programs (FP) and RMP are available on the Project website 

16(3) If a document is published on the website of the holder of the mining lease, the 
holder must ensure that it is published�²  

a. for a rehabilitation management plan�² within 14 days after it is prepared 
or amended, or 

b. for a forward program or an annual rehabilitation report�² within 14 days 
after it is given to the Secretary or amended. 

ANC �x internal email correspondence requesting upload of the 2024 ARR, 2024 FWP, 2024 
RCE for CCL724 and 2024 RCE for CCL767 on 30/09/2024 and confirmation of upload 
on 1/10/2024 

�x internal email correspondence requesting upload of the Rehabilitation Management 
Plan - Dendrobium Mine and Cordeaux Colliery (version 3.1 dated 22 July 2025) with 
confirmation of upload on 22/07/2025 

On 2 December 2022 it was identified that the Forward Program was not uploaded on the 
Project website within the required timeframe resulting in an administrative non-compliance. 
As the document has since been published on the website and no repeat incident of this 
nature has occurred since, no CA or OFI has been identified. 

Currently approved documents are available on the website and email correspondence 
confirms their upload within the required timeframes. 

16(4) Personal information within the meaning of the Privacy and Personal 
Information Protection Act 1998 is not required to be included in a document 
made available to a person under this clause. 

Note N/A. N/A. 

Division 4 Records, reporting and notification 

17 Records demonstrating compliance 

 The holder of a mining lease must create and maintain records of all actions 
taken that demonstrate compliance with each of the conditions set out in this 
Part. 

Note�²  The Act, sections 163D and 163E provide for the form in which records 
must be kept and the period for which they must be retained. 

Compliant Annual Reviews from 2014-2025 

Various email correspondence with regulatory bodies 

Annual Reviews dating back to 2014 containing records of rehabilitation undertaken are 
available on the website. 

Sample email correspondence between ICHPL and the relevant regulators indicate 
compliance with this condition. 

18 Report on non-compliance 

18(1) The holder of a mining lease must provide the Minister with a written report 
detailing any non-compliance with�²  

a. a condition of the mining lease, or 

Note�² The Act, section 364A contains provisions relating to the use and 
disclosure of information provided under this condition. 

b. a requirement of the Act or this Regulation relating to activities under 
the mining lease. 

Compliant �x Incident notification detail report dated 3/10/2024 for incident occurring on 30/09/2024 

�x official caution letter issued by NSW RR on 29/06/2023 (LETT0008297) replacing 
previously issued caution letter dated 11/04/2023 (LETT0008043) 

�‚ Email correspondence from NSW RR dated 29/06/2023 confirming withdrawal of 
LETT0008043 

�x Email correspondence from the NSW RR dated 29/07/2024 containing review and 
response to concerns raised in June 2024 by the Environmental Defenders office, 
including the investigation report (LETT0009233) 

�x Email correspondence from the NSW RR dated 2/12/2022 requiring a copy of written 
consent of the lease holder(s) to be uploaded and the Forward Program to be 
uploaded to website 

ICHPL has provided the relevant reporting and liaised accordingly with regulators, with 
compliance with these requirements determined. 

18(2) The holder of the mining lease must provide the report within 7 days after 
becoming aware of the non-compliance. 

compliant Incident notification detail report dated 3/10/2024 for incident occurring on 30/09/2024 The incident which occurred on the 30 September 2024 saw a report submitted by 3 October 
2024 and thus was within the seven day timeframe. A phone call notification was also made 
on the day. 
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18(3) The holder of the mining lease must ensure the report�²  

a. identifies the condition of the mining lease, or the requirement of the Act 
or this Regulation, to which the non-compliance relates, and 

b. describes the non-compliance and specifies the date or dates on which, 
or the period during which, the non-compliance occurred, and 

c. describes the causes or likely causes of the non-compliance, and 

d. describes the action that has been taken, or will be taken, to mitigate 
the effects, and to prevent any recurrence, of the non-compliance. 

compliant Incident notification detail report dated 3/10/2024 for incident occurring on 30/09/2024 The report provided satisfies the requirements of this condition. 

19 Nominated contact person 

19(1) The holder of a mining lease must nominate a natural person to be the contact 
person with whom the Secretary can communicate in relation to the mining 
lease for the purposes of the Act. 

Note�²  The Act, section 383 sets out the ways in which notices or other 
documents may be issued or given to, or served on, a person for the purposes 
of the Act. 

compliant �x email correspondence from NSW RR confirming a nominated contact person was 
received on 18/11/2024 

�x internal email correspondence and draft letter for change of nominated contact signed 
by relevant power of attorney (dated 18/11/2024) 

Email correspondence confirms the nomination of a contact person commencing 18 
November 2024. 

19(2) The holder of the mining lease must give written notice to the Secretary of�²  

a. the full name and contact details of the nominated person�² within 28 
days after the date on which the standard conditions apply to the mining 
lease under clause 31A of this Regulation, and 

b. �D�Q�\���F�K�D�Q�J�H���L�Q���Q�R�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���R�U���L�Q���W�K�H���Q�R�P�L�Q�D�W�H�G���S�H�U�V�R�Q�¶�V���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W���G�H�W�D�L�O�V�²
within 28 days after the change occurs. 

compliant �x email correspondence from NSW RR confirming a nominated contact person was 
received on 18/11/2024 

�x internal email correspondence and draft letter for change of nominated contact signed 
by relevant power of attorney (dated 18/11/2024) 

The required details were provided to the NSW RR in the timeframe they requested in an 
email dated 14 November 2024. 

19(3) The holder of the mining lease must ensure that the contact details for the 
�Q�R�P�L�Q�D�W�H�G���S�H�U�V�R�Q���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���W�K�H���S�H�U�V�R�Q�¶�V���S�K�R�Q�H���Q�X�P�E�H�U���D�Q�G���S�R�V�W�D�O���D�Q�G���H�P�D�L�O��
addresses. 

compliant �x email correspondence from NSW RR confirming a nominated contact person was 
received on 18/11/2024 

�x internal email correspondence and draft letter for change of nominated contact signed 
by relevant power of attorney (dated 18/11/2024) 

The required details were provided to the NSW RR. 

Division 5 Applications relating to development consent 

20 Additional requirements�² application for or to modify development consent 

20(1) The holder of a mining lease must give written notice to the Secretary within 10 
days after�²  

a. making an application for development consent that relates to the 
mining area, or 

b. making an application for modification of a development consent�²  

i. under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979, 
section 4.55(2), and 

ii. that proposes to modify a condition of the consent that relates to 
rehabilitation of the mining area in a way that may affect an 
obligation under the mining lease relating to rehabilitation of the 
mining area. 

Not triggered N/A. Per Clause 20(2) this clause does not apply to SSD. 

20(2) This clause does not apply if the development is State significant development. Note N/A. N/A. 
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Appendix J  
Site inspection photos 

 

  



 

 1 

 

Plate 1 Spill kits at West Cliff Coal Preparation Plant (WCCPP) workshop 

 

Plate 2 Magnetite pit at WCCPP 



 

 2 

 

Plate 3 Rehabilitation at Stages 2 and 3 Coal Wash Emplacement Area (CWEA) 

 

Plate 4 WCCPP coal stockpiles, with CWEA emplacement in background 



 

 3 

 

Plate 5 Product coal bin at WCCPP 

 

Plate 6 WCCPP 



 

 4 

 

Plate 7 Ponds 3 and 4a at WCCPP, with active de-silting occurring 

 

Plate 8 Dust sprays in use on transport trucks at WCCPP 



 

 5 

 

Plate 9 EPL 2504 licensed discharge point (LDP) 10 and LDP40 at WCCPP 

 

Plate 10 Persoonia hirsuta identified along transmission line corridor, fenced to avoid clearing during corridor maintenance at 
WCCPP 



 

 6 

 

Plate 11 Drill mud slurry ponds at WCCPP 

 

Plate 12 Fenced Persoonia hirsuta in WCCPP offset area 



 

 7 

 

Plate 13 Native bee hotel nearby fenced Persoonia hirsuta in WCCPP offset area 

 

Plate 14 EPL 2504 LDP 4 at Appin North 



 

 8 

 

Plate 15 Ventilation Shaft 7/8 construction �± visual bund construction, with water truck in use and screening vegetation 

 

Plate 16 Ventilation Shaft 7/8 construction �± fenced woodland area south of construction site 



 

 9 

 

Plate 17 Ventilation Shaft 7/8 construction site �± Facing north 

 

Plate 18 Ventilation Shaft 7/8 construction site �± Fenced area for burial of Aboriginal cultural heritage 
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Plate 19 Ventilation Shaft 7/8 construction site �± PM10 and meteorological station (VS8-PF1) 

 

Plate 20 Ventilation Shaft 7/8 construction site �± Blast monitor 
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Plate 21 Ventilation Shaft 7/8 construction site �± 
Unattended dust/noise monitoring (TED) 

 

Plate 22 Appin East PM10 and meteorological station (AE-
PF1) 
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Plate 23 Ventilation Shaft 7/8 construction site �± Downcast Mine Ventilation Shaft 7 

 

Plate 24 Ventilation Shaft 7/8 construction site �± Topsoil storage and blast materials storage area 
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Plate 25 Water treatment plant (WTP) at Appin West 

 

Plate 26 Appin West WTP bunded chlorine dioxide plant and spill station 
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Plate 27 Appin West treated effluent irrigation area near EPL 2504 LDP38 

 

Plate 28 Noise walls at Appin West Gas Drainage Plant 
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Plate 29 Appin West effluent ponds 

 

Plate 30 Appin West diesel storage tanks and spill kit 
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Plate 31 Appin West fenced and locked dangerous goods at workshop 

 

Plate 32 Appin West bunded oils at workshop 
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Plate 33 Shale Sandstone Transition Forest offset BioBanking site 

 

Plate 34 Upcast Mine Ventilation Shaft 6  
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Plate 35 Appin East bunded ferric chloride storage 

 

Plate 36 Appin East product coal bin 
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Plate 37 Appin East chemical / hydrocarbon storage area 

 

Plate 38 Appin East stockpile area 
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Plate 39 Appin East EPL 2504 LDP 19 

 

Plate 40 Appin East Settling Dam and Main Dam 
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Plate 41 Appin East Dynasand filter at EPL 2504 LDP19 

 

Plate 42 Appin East dosing plant at Settling Dam and Main Dam 
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Plate 43 Georges River remediation �± Rockbar (RB) 36 and Pool 35 

 

Plate 44 Georges River remediation �± RB 36 
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Plate 45 Georges River remediation �± RB 36 grout curtain 
boreholes 

 

Plate 46 Georges River remediation �± RB 36 subsidence 
cracking 
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Plate 47 Georges River remediation �± Pool 39 

 

Plate 48 Georges River remediation �± Pool 44 
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Plate 49 Georges River remediation �± Subsidence cracking at RB 45 

 



 

Project approval MP08_0150 Independent Environmental Audit 2025 J-2 

Contact us 
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0437 008 431 
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0401 499 270 
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