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Dendrobium Mine Community News

Mt Kembla Heritage Festival Returning in 2027!

[ MOUNTKEMBLA |
GM? Dendrobium Mine is proud to be working alongside the Mt Kembla community to bring
the Mt Kembla Heritage Festival back in 2027.
Next year marks 125 years since the 1902 Mt Kembla Mine Disaster, making it a significant
milestone in the village’s history. To commemorate this important anniversary,
Dendrobium Mine is partnering with the community to revive the festival and celebrate the A BaNe A by a sy
people, stories and rich heritage that have shaped Mt Kembla over generations. e i e Pl
gathsing for Ehy
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commemorating the 128th, r punt Kembla Mine Cisaste:

The festival will be held at Mt Kembla Oval on Saturday, 31 July 2027, from 10am to 4pm,
with a full day of activities and attractions for all ages. Families can enjoy rides, food stalls
and entertainment, while visitors can explore the history of Mt Kembla village through
escarpment tours and mining displays. There will also be hands-on mining activities,
including roof bolting and coal shovelling competitions.

Keep an eye on our GM?® Facebook page and future community newsletters for more event
updates.

GET INVOLVED!

Have an idea for the festival? We'd love to hear from you. Get in touch at info@gm3.au

THANK YOU TO OUR PROUD EVENT SPONSORS MAJOR SPONSOR COMMUNITY PARTNER
FOUNDATION PARTNER

We would like to say a big thank you to our proud event G 55

sponsors whose support will help create what promises to m mastermyne X/ Coal Services

be a memorable day for the lllawarra. COUGAR

Dendrobium Doubles Support for Lowries

Dendrobium Mine is pleased to confirm its continued major sponsorship
of the Mt Kembla Lowries for the 2027 season, more than doubling its
investment compared with this year.

The enhanced sponsorship reflects Dendrobium Mine’s ongoing
commitment to supporting local sporting clubs and creating
opportunities for people of all ages to participate in community sport.

The 2027 season is shaping up to be an

exciting one for the Lowries, with the men'’s
team returning for another campaign and the
club preparing to field a female tag team for
the first time, marking an important milestone
in the club’s growth and development.

Ly
We'd like to congratulate the Lowries on a N Mfr_ .‘__mgh\_ 4

successful 2026 season, and look forward to ME

seeing the players back on the field next year!
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Dendrobium Mine Updqtes Dendrobium Mine Modification 12 - Extension of Time

. GM? is currently preparing a modification to the Dendrobium Mine's existing
Upcoming Longwall Changeout development consent. The modification aims to align the operation of the
Dendrobium Mine is approaching the completion of Longwall 214, with existing mine plan with the Subsidence Management Plan (SMP) approved by
extraction expected to finish in late September 2026. Once Comp|etel the NSW Department of PlGnnlng, HOUSIng and Infrastructure in June 2026.
our teams will begin relocating mining equipment to Longwall 23, which o ) . o .
will take place throughout October. During this time we will also be The proposed modification seeks to confirm operation of the existing mine
transporting machinery offsite for scheduled maintenance. plan through to 30 June 2034. This timeframe would allow completion of the

already-approved Longwalls 27 to 29 within Area 3C.
During September and October, residents may notice increased truck

movements along Cordeaux Road transporting equipment. These The scope of the modification does not include expansion of the approved
movements will take place during permitted travel times and in mining footprint, increased rate of coal extraction or new surface
accordance with our approved Noise and Traffic Management Plans, infrastructure. There are additionally no proposed changes to the approved
which are available on the GM?® website. We appreciate your patience longwall layout, mining method or operational workforce.

while this work is carried out.
Following the finalisation of technical documentation, the modification is

These activities are an important part of keeping our operations safe and expected to be lodged in 2027.

efficient, while continuing to operate responsibly within the Dendrobium

Development Consent Area and support local employment and the To view the Scoping Letter, visit https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-
broader lllawarra economy. projects/projects/dendrobium-mine-mod-12-time-extension
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Figtree Christmas Carols
12 December 2026

The Dendrobium Mine Community Partnership
Program will once again be supporting the
annual Figtree Christmas Carols.

Save the date for this festive night with the
family.
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Dendrobium Earns"quée at Australian Mines Rescue
Competition

Dendrobium Mine’s Rescue team has earned a place at the 2026 Australian Mines Rescue
Competition in October, after being named overall winners at the 2026 Southern Mines Rescue
Competition.

The 67th annual competition brought together six teams from across the Southern District, with
participants representing Dendrobium (Blue), Appin (Green and Black), Metropolitan and Tahmoor
mines.

Throughout the day, teams tackled a range of
realistic emergency response scenarios designed
to test their technical skills, teamwork, and decision-
making under pressure.

After a day of outstanding performances and friendly
competition, Dendrobium Blue were named overall
winners, while also receiving a number of individual
awards including Best Firefighting Team, Best First Aid
Team, Best Underground Team, and Best Captain -
Rob Monkley.

The competition concluded with an awards
presentation dinner, providing an opportunity to
acknowledge the remarkable individual and team
performances.

Mount Kembla Remembers Mine Disaster Victims

On Friday 31 July 2026 we had the privilege of standing alongside the community to commemorate
the 124th anniversary of the 1902 Mount Kembla Mine Disaster. 96 candles were lit, each representing
the 96 men and boys who lost their lives in what remains Australia’s worst industrial disaster.

We would like to thank all in attendance, including our Dendrobium Mine workers, local community,
Mount Kembla Public School Choir, parliamentary dignitaries, with a special thanks to Wendy
Richardson for being part of the ceremony.

Forgotten Managers Portal that
Saved 70 Lives

On the day of the 1902 Mt Kembla Mine Disaster,
mine worker David Evans led 70 workmates
through old workings, crawling hand-in-hand,
finally emerging to safety out of the Managers
Portal, which was used to wheel coal from the
mine to the Manager’s residence.

The portal has since been lost to time, collapsing

and returning to nature after 124 years. Current view out of the Managers Portal

Photo provided by Phil Grant
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Mount Kembla Public School Learn to Swim
Program - Building confidence in the water

Dendrobium Mine was proud to support a Learn to Swim program for the 162 students at

Mount Kembla Public School.

Each Friday during Term 3, the children hopped on a Premier lllawarra shuttle bus and travelled to
McKeons in Unanderra, where they took part in a 30-minute swimming lesson. The students were placed
into groups based on their current swimming ability, allowing them to learn at a level that was right for
them. Over the 10-week program, they were able to build their skills, confidence and understanding of how

to stay safe in and around water.

For us, this program was about more than learning how to swim. Swimming is a life skill, and being able
to provide these lessons to the children of Mount Kembla Public School before the warmer months was

something that was particularly important to us.

Keeping our kids safe around water this summer

Water can be a wonderful part of summer, but it can also present risks that aren’t always obvious.
Backyard pools are a great place for families to cool off, but children should always be actively supervised
around water. It is also important to check that pool gates and fencing are secure and working properly,
and that toys, chairs or other objects aren’t close enough to the fence for children to climb on.

Our local creeks, dams and waterways can also look inviting, particularly on a hot day. However, natural waterways can have slippery banks, deep
water, strong currents and hidden objects beneath the surface. Conditions can also change quickly.

And then there is floodwater. After heavy rain, creeks and waterways can change rapidly. Floodwater can be deeper and faster-moving than it looks
and can contain debris and other hidden hazards. Children should never be allowed to play in or around floodwater. The message is simple: If it's
flooded, forget it. Never walk, ride or drive through floodwater, and always keep children away from flooded waterways and drains.

Swimming is just the beginning

The Learn to Swim program has given the students of Mount Kembla Public School an important foundation — helping them become more confident
in the water while developing skills that can stay with them for life. But learning to swim is only one part of water safety. Supervision, awareness and

knowing the risks are just as important.

As the weather warms up, we encourage families to keep talking to their children about water safety, check their backyard pools and fencing, and
remind children to stay away from unfamiliar waterways and floodwater. We hope the skills and confidence the students have developed over the
past 10 weeks will stay with them well beyond the end of the program — and, most importantly, help keep them safe.

Know the water. Know the risks. Stay safe.

General Manager’'s Update - Dendrobium Mine

As we move into the final months of 2026, there continues to be
plenty happening across Dendrobium Mine, both underground and
within our local community.

Longwall 21A is nearing completion, with our teams preparing for
the transition to Longwall 23. Safety remains our highest priority,
and recently we completed a large-scale emergency response
exercise involving NSW Police, NSW Ambulance, Fire and Rescue
NSW, and Mines Rescue, providing an important opportunity to
test how our teams and external emergency services would work
together during an emergency.

We were also pleased to welcome students from the Clontarf
Foundation underground at Dendrobium, providing a valuable
opportunity to showcase the wide range of careers available in the
mining industry.

Our connection with Mount Kembla and the surrounding area
remains a strong focus. In July, we were proud to support the
annual 96 Candles Ceremony, commemorating the 96 men and
boys lost in the 1902 Mount Kembla Mine Disaster.

We have also commenced refurbishment works on the historic
Mine Manager’s Cottage in Kembla Heights as part of our ongoing
commitment to preserving local heritage.

We continue to support a range of community initiatives, including
the Mt Kembla Lowries, Mount Kembla Public School Learn to Swim
Program and the Mount Kembla Pathway Group, while also working
alongside the community on plans for the return of the Mount
Kembla Heritage Festival in 2027.

Our aim remains simple: to operate Dendrobium safely and
responsibly, provide local employment and opportunities, and
remain a positive and active part of the lllawarra community.

SIMON THOMAS

GENERAL MANAGER
DENDROBIUM MINE
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Double your Convoy Donation with GM3!

GM? are getting behind the i98FM lllawarra Convoy again this year.

To show our support, we are doubling every donation made through

our fundraising page until we hit $50K. Simply scan the QR code and
make a donation on our page, and we’ll match it!

Every Convoy donation helps support local lllawarra families doing it
tough, and now it counts double with GM3.

Are you part of a community organisation with a project
idea? Applications for our Community Grants Program are
now open. Scan the QR code to apply online.

Not sure if your idea fits the criteria? We'd still love to hear
from you. Get in touch at:

Dendrobium Community Consultative Committee (DCCC)
- August 2026 Meeting

The DCCC meets bi-monthly, with the last meeting held in August
2026. Meeting minutes can be found on our website:
www.gm3.au/dendrobium-mine

Community Reslld_e_nts who have questions or concerns about our
activities are encouraged to contact our Community

Call Line Call Line: 1800102210 | community@gm3.au
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